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ABSTRACT

SUPPLEMENTING BASIC LEVEL RECEPTIVE SKILLS PROGRAMME AT
TERTIARY LEVEL PREPARATORY CLASROOMS WITH EFL/ESL
WEBSITES: THE CASE OF ABANT iZZET BAYSAL UNIVERSITY

by
Kirali, Filiz

This study mainly is an attempt to highlight the pedagogical potential of
EFL/ESL websites so as to supplement basic level receptive skills programme at
tertiary level preparatory classrooms. In the era of Information and Communication
Technology, the widespread accessibility to the Internet, and the World Wide Web have
created an alternative virtual learning environment where people connect,
communicate, share information and moreover create their own content globally. As
new generation, digital natives, EFL/ESL learners are already actively involved in this
web-based platform where the common language used by Internet users worldwide is
English, and which is the language they are willing to learn by all means. In this
respect, besides the advanced communication tools integrated in them, as ready-to-use,
access free educational resources available on the World Wide Web, EFL/ESL websites
could both motivate learners and offer a content-rich, web-assisted language learning
medium so as to enhance and empower conventional face-to-face language learning
practices of EFL/ESL learners. Highly interactive materials provided on these resources
by virtue of the advanced hypermedia capability of the web combining text, audio,
video, and animation offer a contextualized learning environment which is conducive to
major language skills improvement, namely receptive and productive skills along with
sub-skills such as grammar and lexical knowledge. Moreover, Web-assisted language
learning medium provided by employing these websites also fosters self-directed
learning, and promotes learner autonomy since these websites are designed for self-
study purposes. Whereas, exponentially growing number of these websites cause a
challenge for learners to locate the ones suitable for their learning needs and

preferences. Hence, providing students a selection of these websites beforehand will
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prevent any confusion and facilitate online language study. Therefore, the specific aim
of this study is to provide a database of selected EFL/ESL websites compiled and made
accessible on a single webpage (http://www.funandeasyefl.com) so as to form a basis
for extending and empowering FTF learning practices of the basic level preparatory
students in the context of this study. Consequently, EFL/ESL websites provide a
supplementary medium of learning to help them achieve a required level of English
proficiency at the tertiary level preparatory programme. However, the scope of this
study is limited to utilization of EFL/ESL websites to supplement basic level receptive

skills programme in FTF classroom practices in a particular higher education context.

Key words: Information and Communications Technology, The Internet, The
World Wide Web, Web-Assisted Language Learning, EFL/ESL Websites, Receptive
Skills.
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UNIVERSITE HAZIRLIK SINIFLARINDA,TEMEL SEVIYEDEKI ALGISAL
DiL BECERILERi PROGRAMININ, EFL/ESL WEB SITELERIYLE
DESTEKLENMESIi: ABANT iZZET BAYSAL UNIVERSITESI ORNEKLEMI

Kirali, Filiz

Bu calisma, esas olarak, tiniversite hazirlik siniflarinda, temel seviyedeki algisal
dil becerileri programmnim desteklenmesi i¢in, Yabanci dil/ Ikinci dil olarak Ingilizce
odakl1 dil 6gretim sitelerinin (EFL/ESL websites) pedagojik potansiyelini vurgulamay1
hedeflemektedir. Bilgi ve iletisim teknolojileri ¢aginda, internet’e ve Web’e yaygimn
erisim olanagi, bireylerin global alanda baglant1 kurdugu, iletisim igerisinde oldugu,
bilgi paylastigi ve dahasi kendi giindemlerini yarattiklari, alternatif bir sanal 6grenme
ortami yaratmistir. Yeni nesil, digital teknolojiye yatkin bireyler olarak, Ingilizceyi
yabanci veya ikinci bir dil olarak (EFL/ESL) 6grenen 6grenciler, Internet kullanicilari
tarafindan tiim diinyada kullanilan ortak dilin, 6grenmeyi hedefledikleri Ingilizce
oldugu, bu platformda halihazirda aktif olarak yer almaktadir. Buna dayanarak,
EFL/ESL Ogrencilerinin, yiiz yilize dil O6grenme pratiklerinin desteklenmesi ve
gelistirilmesi i¢in, sunduklar ileri seviyedeki iletisim olanaklarinin yani sira, Web’de
bulunan, kullanima hazir ve bedelsiz erisimli, egitsel kaynaklar olarak, EFL/ESL web
siteleri Ogrencileri hem motive etmekte, hem de, zengin icerikli, web tabanli dil
O6grenme ortami sunmaktadir. Web’in ileri seviyedeki hipermedya 6zelligi sayesinde,
diiz yazi, ses, video ve animasyonun birlestigi, bu sitelerdeki, interaktif materyaller,
gramer ve kelime bilgisi gibi alt becerilerin yanisira, algisal ve islevsel beceriler olarak
ayrilan, baslica dil becerilerinin gelistirilmesine olanak saglayan, kontekste uygun
O0grenme ortami sunmaktadir. Bu web siteleri bireysel dgrenme baglaminda dizayn
edildikleri i¢in, bunlarin kullanimiyla saglanan web destekli dil 6grenme ortami, ayrica
da bireysel 6grenmeyi gelistirip, bagimsiz 6grenme becerisi kazandirmaktadir. Fakat

katlanarak biiyiiyen sayidaki bu web siteleri, 6grenciler i¢in, 6grenme ihtiyaglar1 ve
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tercihlerine uygun olanlarin tespit edilmesi acisindan zorluk yaratmaktadir. Sonug
olarak, 6grenciler agisindan bu karmasikligin giderilmesi ve elektronik ortamda dil
O0greniminin kolaylastirilmas1 igin, bu sitelerin, bir segkisinin, daha 06nceden
hazirlanmasi fayda saglamaktadir. Bu nedenle, bu ¢aligmanin 6zel amaci, hedefledigi
ortamdaki temel seviyedeki hazirlik smifi Ogrencilerinin, yiiz yiize O6grenme
pratiklerinin desteklenmesi ve gelistirilmesine bir temel olusturmak agisindan,
tasarlanan bir web sayfasinda (http://www.funandeasyefl.com) derlenen ve oradan
erigsilebilen bu EFL/ESL web sitelerinin secgkisinden olusan bir veri tabani
olusturmaktir. Sonug olarak, EFL/ESL web siteleri, bu 6grencilerin, {iniversite hazirlik
programindaki gereken Ingilizce yeterlik seviyesine ulagmalarinda faydali olacak
destekleyici 6grenme ortamini saglamaktadir. Fakat bu c¢alismanin kapsami, temel
seviye hazirlik programlarindaki algisal dil becerilerinin desteklenmesi i¢in, EFL/ESL
web sitelerinden faydalanilmasi baglaminda ve belirli bir yliksek 6gretim 6rneklemiyle

sinirlidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bilgi ve Iletisim Teknolojisi, Internet, World Wide Web,
Web Destekli Dil Ogrenimi, EFL/ESL Web siteleri, Algisal Dil Becerileri
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CHAPTER1

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Introduction

The purpose of this study is to show how to supplement basic level receptive
skills programme for preparatory classroom students of Dilmer (Language Training and
Research Centre) at Abant Izzet Baysal University with EFL/ESL websites. As ready-
to-use, access free, instructional resources available on the web, EFL/ESL websites
could lend themselves to serve to this end.The specific aim of the study is to provide a
database of selected EFL/ESL websites so as to form a basis for extending and
empowering face-to-face (FTF) EFL learning practices of basic level preparatory
students at the centre, where access limitation to technology will come to an end since
two computer network classrooms will be available for the next academic year. It is
expected that this study will provide an adequate insight into the pedagogical potential
of EFL/ESL websites to enrich and supplement FTF EFL classroom practices at Dilmer.

1.2. The Background of the Study

This section covers English Medium Education and preparatory schools in
Turkey, the structure of the prep-school involved in the current study, the statement of
the problem, the aim and scope of the study, the research question, the significance of

the study, and limitations.



1.2.1. English medium education and preparatory schools in Turkey

As a rule, universities round the globe run compulsary preparatory schools or
programs aiming to provide the students whose level of English is below proficiency
level with basic language skills so that they can pursue their undergraduate studies at
their university without major difficulty. To achieve this aim, a two-semester intensive
program is run placing emphasis on reading, writing, listening and speaking. The
students achieving the required score at the end of the term proficiency exam have the
right to start their freshman year. (http://www.dbe.metu.edu.tr/gen.htm).This is the case
in Turkey, where majority of public universities have particular English-medium
faculties or some state-run (e.g. Middle East Technical University or Bosphorus
University) and all private universities where the medium of instruction is English (e.g.
Bilkent, Kog, Sabanci Universities). In some private universities, elective language
courses, namely German, Italian, Russian, Spanish and French, are available for

preparatory students of English. (e.g. TOBB University of Economics and Technology)

In the era of information technology and globalization in which more than 90%
of the materials available on the Internet are in English as a lingua- Franca, students
need English not only to follow their departmental courses and to access and effectively
use all kinds of resources related to their academic studies, but also to use English in
their professional lives by communicating in written and oral contexts. That is, English
proficiency is globally considered essential rather than another academic requirement to

be fulfilled by undergraduate students.

1.2.2. The structure of the prep-school involved in the current study

Abant Izzet Baysal University (AIBU), founded by izzet Baysal, a benevolent
businessman, in 1993, a unique university model in Turkey not for being a purely state
university nor a foundation university but instead “a foundation supported state
university” (http://www.ibu.edu.tr/). Although the medium of instruction is mainly
Turkish, The Language Training and Research Centre, namely Dilmer, which has

recently been given the status of School of Foreign Languages, has been running



English preparatory programme for the incoming Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and
Biology majors of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, approximately 250 in number,
where the medium of instruction is English and also basic and professional language
courses for the graduate and undergraduate students in other faculties and institutions at
AIBU.At Dilmer, the academic stuff are comprised of 44 instructors of English, two
instructors of German and one of French.The goal of the English preparatory program is
to ensure the students’ level of proficiency in English to pursue their relevant

departmental courses.

All students who are enrolled in an academic program with English medium and
the others on voluntary basis have to take the proficiency and placement exam
administered by the preparatory unit of Dilmer. The proficiency exam is delivered to
assess the English proficieny level of the students. The students must get 60 over 100 or
above to pass the exam. The ones failed to achieve a passing score are placed in one of
three levels of language instruction depending on their score at the placement exam. At
present, there are two level groups at the preparatory programme, namely basic and
elementary. The courses are grouped under basic, listening-speaking and reading-
writing so as to ensure both receptive and productive skills study could be
synchronized. The English preparatory programme is run between 25-30 hours of
tuition per week in mainly 8-week courses over an academic year. Basic courses covers
the weekly schedule, 18 hours for beginner levels and 15 hours for elementary levels,
followed by equal distribution of other skill courses, four hours for each one, namely
reading-writing, listening-speaking.All students are subjected to follow the same
coursebooks and curriculum. As a rule, basic level programme streches from beginner
course contents to upper-intermedate. Hence, mid-terms and quizzes delivered during
each academic term are not the same in beginner and elementary groups, whereas after
completion of the programme, all students sit for the same proficiency exam. To be a
freshman, they are required not only to obtain a certain level of academic achievement —
55/100 over two-midterms, weekly quizzes in each academic term so that they could sit
for the English proficiency exam — but also to achieve the passing score in the exam at
the end of the academic year.The end of the year passing grade is 60/100. The

assessment criteria for the proficiency exam is as follows respectively; 30% of basic,



20% of writing, 30% of reading, 10% of listening, and 10% of speaking of the total
100 scale. As attendance is obligatory, the students exceeding the absenteeism limit will

be expelled from the programme.

In terms of student facilities at Dilmer, which has recently been entitled as
School of Foreign Languages, a self-access center which provides students- about 600
in total studying in daily and evening groups currently- with an opportunity to study
individualy, watch films, read newspapers and magazines in English, and most
importantly access the Internet, in turn, the web resources and tools for EFL purposes, is
not available at present. However, there are two network classrooms still under
construction for the next academic year and new incoming students, which will solve

the access limitation problem to the Internet technology to a great extent.

Additionally, in order to keep up with many public and private universities in
Turkey and other academic institutions globally, as an institution of AIBU, Dilmer
would like to set a standard for its students in the preparatory course. Students will have
the opportunity to sit for a standard exam acknowledged worldwide rather than being
administered institutionalized tests so as to be entitled to a standard certificate of
English proficiency. Therefore, besides the proficiency exam, FCE (The First
Certificate in English) by Cambridge ESOL will be administered in the centre
optionally. Moreover, for the new academic year, level-based education system will

also be applied in the centre.

1.3. The Statement of the Problem

As an active practitioner, it is observed by the researcher that particulary low
proficiency level students need additional direction and support in terms of their
adjustment to the requirements of the academic course of EFL at Dilmer. These students
mostly fail or hardly achieve average scores at the English profiency exam; at least in
their first attempt. As outlined by Aydin (2007:1) “The teacher-centered, examination-

oriented and textbook-based environments in Turkey-except the schools that apply



intensive language classes- , and decontextualized language knowledge acquired not
only prevent learning and using language but also cause negative attitudes towards
language learning”. The solution for this problem is one click away from EFL learners
and teachers as well. As pointed out by Reese (2002:43) “Language instruction has
never been more relevant to the global nature of today’s society. Computers and
multimedia technology along with the Internet and the World Wide Web have given
teachers and students the world at their fingertips ... the keyboard.” As asserted by Vi
(2005:64), “There is no doubt that the computer network technology e.g. the Internet
and the WWW offers teachers and learners vast amount of materials and

communication possibilities to enhance their language teaching and learning.”

In other words, “Web-Enhanced Language learning (WELL) that allows web-
based activities to complement and foster traditional language courses” (Taylor &
Gitsaki, 2003:276) is the key to adress this problem. Among the vast amount of
resources and tools available on the web, specific language learning sites (English being
predominant) namely EFL/ESL websites, which are basically designed for self-directed
learning and offer highly interactive materials presented in visually and aurally
appealing formats along with the communication tools such as discussion forums, chat
rooms, blogs, and so on and other useful features, appear to be resourceful and
effective tools to engage students into a variety of activities customized according to
their level of proficiency in that interactive learning environment based on advanced
hypermedia applications are conducive for learning effectiveness and also motivating

in terms of learners’ pursuit of language learning goals .

Successful language learning depends on exposure, interaction and motivation.
Similarly, as echoed by Scordato (2003: 32), “Language Learners need exposure to the
target language, interaction with it, and active participation in the learning process.” By
employing these web-based tools accordingly, teachers can expose their learners to
authentic and natural language use and interactive nature of the materials presented

promote active learning by breaking the tedious cycle of formal EFL context.

EFL/ESL websites specifically designed for language learning commonly



provide the learner with interactive exercises, and take advantage of multimedia
technology to add interest therefore they allow learners to practice language
constructions that involve vocabulary and grammar, and improve their skills in
listening, reading and writing (Wu, Witten, Edwards, Nichols, & Aquino, 2006:1-2).
Due to the flexibility of the Internet, students can review these materials anywhere they
have access to the Internet. Consequently, self-directed learning promoted can lead to
learner autonomy, which is the goal of modern language pedagogy. Presumably, the
materials available with direct feedback allow learners work at their own pace in that

self-paced learning in a low-anxiety environment also promotes learning effectiveness.

As a result, practicing language on the Internet can improve students’ academic
performance, which is critical to their self-efficacy and motivation to learn (Hsu &
Sheu, 2008:4). The significance is that motivation is goal oriented and facilitates
students' higher levels of engagement with the study material. (Hadjerrouit, 2010:59).
Hence, the sense of achievement gained via learners interaction with the self-assessing,
graded materials and in turn academic improvement achieved can foster positive
attititudes toward English. As EFL/ESL websites are web-based tools, language
construction via the Internet also widens the students' horizons, provides regular
confirmation of the usefulness of proficiency in the language and gives powerful
stimulus to the broader education process (Giindiiz, 2005:209). The more convinced the
students are in terms of learning effectiveness and outcomes, the more motivated they

will be for further studies.

In the web-based learning environment, the verbal input combined with
appealing aural and visual input can adress to varied learning styles and almost all
students will be content with it as it allows individualized learning and helps learners to
develop learning strategies. Benson (2001: Cited in Figura & Jarvis, 2007:449) notes

n

that multimedia applications offer a "... rich linguistic and non-linguistic input, by
presenting new language through a variety of media and by offering branching options",
which, it is asserted; give students control over the selection of materials and over the

strategies to use.



As aforementioned, low proficiency level students as the target of the study, who
will be challenged due to the newly adapted level-based learning system and the
pressure of scoring a passing grade at the end-of-term proficiency exam, will be

empowered considering the pedagogical gains offered by EFL/ESL websites.

Drawing upon all these reasons discussed above, a need to supplement text-
based and teacher-centered EFL learning at Dilmer can fully be recognized. As
receptive skills form a basis for productive skills, and due to the students’ needs that are
to be able obtain a level of English proficiency to follow their departmental courses,
mainly reading and listening comprehension accompanied with adequate level of
writing and speaking competency, therefore, to achieve this goal, EFL/ESL websites
with their capability of empowering learners and diversifying learning practices should

readily be employed.

1.4. The Aim and Scope of the Problem

The aim of this study is to indicate how basic level receptive skills programme
for preparatory class students of Dilmer at Abant Izzet Baysal University, could be
supplemented with EFL/ESL websites. To this end, a webpage with live links to
selected EFL/ESL websites with a major focus on receptive skills along with productive
skills in brief has been made available by the researcher since the specific aim of this
study is to form a database of EFL/ESL websites to facilitate the utilization of them by
the preparatory programme students at Dilmer of AIBU. (Appendix A.
www.funandeasyefl.com). The potential benefits and possible challenges of these web-

based resources will be dealt regarding EFL pedagogy.

1.5. Research Question

1) How could basic level receptive skills programme for preparatory classroom

students of Dilmer at Abant izzet Baysal University be supplemented with EFL/ESL

websites?



1.6. Significance of the Study

Today’s changing paradigm of language pedagogy urges learners who are
actively involved in their learning process rather than being passive consumers of
knowledge. Referring the constructivism and motivation theories as highlighted by Liu
& Chu (2010:631), “It is after all one of the most important educational goals to enable
students to put the knowledge they have acquired into practice.” Hence, learning
environment should be made “flexible, interactive, motivating, and collaborative” to
this end. (Hadjerrouit, 2010:55). In this respect, as ready-to-use, web-based resources,
EFL/ESL websites provide learners with plenty of interactive language learning
materials learners can actively engage in. Moreover, due to the flexibility of the Internet
as it is available 24/7 to the web-users, the ease of all-time access to these resources
providing current and constantly up-dated information available at anytime and from
any location increases their convenience as a supplementary learning medium. Students
of all ages, interests and learning goals can independently choose online instructional
materials and activities that meet their specific language learning needs, and access
them in their own time and at their own pace. (Murray & McPherson, 2004:17). Hence,
employing EFL/ESL websites to supplement FTF classroom practices allows self-paced
and individualized learning as the abundance and availability of materials and
information in different format such as text, audio, video, simulations, graphics, and

animations address individual students learning styles, needs and preferences. (Ali &

Elfessi, 2004: 2).

Due to the fact that EFL/ESL websites are web-based tools, as pointed out by
Son (2007:34), “The Web can be used as both learning and teaching tool. It provides an
extensive range of authentic materials as well as a more learner-centered medium of
instruction, which can complement classroom-based activities”. The most prominent
aspect of EFL/ESL websites is that user-friendly and appealing interface of these tools
enhances learners’ motivation to a great extent since The Internet is fun. Websites are
full of animation, colour, sound, pictures, interactive forms and digital video clips
adding to the students’ motivation and helping them enjoy the learning process.

(Gitsaki&Taylor, 1999: 47-48).



Due to the interactive capabilities of the web-based learning medium provided
by EFL/ESL websites, not only main language skills (e.g. reading, listening, writing,
speaking) but also sub-skills (e.g. grammar and lexical knowledge, pronunciation skills)
can be adressed equally and in an integrative manner such as listening combined with
reading, viewing a video combined with writing a summary, and so on, which enhances
learning effectiveness. As highlighted by Pacheco (2005:16), “A web-based course can
integrate skills meaningfully, and learners can practice with more confidence, feel at
ease, have a low affective filter, and obtain personal and academic empowerment in the
achievement of the skills.” Many learning outcomes can be achieved such as general
and academic English skills, exam preparation such as TOEFL, TOEIC, FCE, and so
on. These tools can easily be integrated into an existing curriculum or the students can
be directed for self-acces or independent learning purposes. All in all, they are perfect
supplements for ongoing formal class work. Student can be directed to pre-scheduled
EFL/ESL websites as a complement for regular class work and the rest of the class time
can be spared for real human-to-human interaction between the teacher and the students,
which is also significant. In addition, Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) tools
integrated on these websites can support genuine communication and promote
collaboration between peers and teachers. Both teachers and students are empowered

and all in all, these tools can leverage learners’ level of profiency to a great extent.

As modern language pedagogy requires, a new learner profile equipped with
new literacy and technical skills, blending web-based resources and tools with FTF
formal classroom practices will improve not only language skills and technical skills,
but also promote new literacy skills. As stated by Vi (2005, 62), “Online environments
and the use of the WWW provide students with skills such as online communication,
discussion, problem analysis, problem-solving, critical thinking, and negotiation of

meaning”.

Apparently, ‘With much of the information on the Internet appearing in English’
(Gitsaki & Taylor, 1999:47), it is obvious that English is dominant on the Internet in
that the Internet has become an ideal medium to learn English and moreover, present

undergraduate students -as young, well-educated and well-resourced individuals- are
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inherently inclined towards using the internet as a source of information within their
day-to-day lives and, it follows, disposed towards academic use of the Internet (Selwyn,
2008:12). Hence, the learners as active users of the Internet resources and tools will

embrace these tools enthusiastically.

Finally, referring to the above account, pedagogical application of EFL/ESL
websites in the context of this study can be assumed to lead to desired learning
outcomes on behalf of the learners and instructors as well. Hence, this study is also
significant in its own sense that there is no similar one addressing to the pedagogical
potential of EFL/ESL websites to achieve the targeted learning outcomes involving a
sound mastery of receptive skills along with productive skills in the context of the
study. Hence, this study is expected to yield some pedagogical insights on the problem

arca.

1.7. Limitations

Almost immense and ever-growing number of resources and tools available on
the web and in turn myriad ways of language learning on the web make it impossible to
deal with all on a single study. Hence, the scope of this study focuses on only basic
level receptive skills programme enhancement with EFL/ESL websites so as to
supplement FTF classroom practices for beginner level preparatory students. The study
does not include instructors’ and students’ perceptions, and it is limited to the
preparatory programme of one particular university in Bolu, Turkey, namely Abant
Izzet Baysal University. Based on a specific evaluation criteria by Son (2005), an
overview of a few sample websites is provided to represent the rest in each language
skill category in the classified content of the webpage (www.funandeasyefl.com) made
available by the researcher for this study. Whereas it is not the scope of this study to
provide a detailed and qualitative analysis of the entire compilation of these sites as the
focus is on the pedagogical potential of EFL/ESL websites to supplement formal FTF
EFL classroom practices to achieve desired learning outcomes by promoting language

skills acquisition process of EFL learners in particular.
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CHAPTER 1T

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1. Introduction

This section includes topics as follows; Traditional versus Blended Learning;
ICT in language Learning; The Internet as a foreign language learning medium,;
EFL/ESL websites followed by receptive skills on focus and productive skills and
grammar and lexical knowledge in brief regarding EFL/ESL websites’ effectiveness for

their reinforcement and Internet tools for communication.

2.2. Traditional versus Blended Learning

The core of the all web-based applications is the essence of “CALL (Computer-
Assisted Language Learning),” Learners learning language in any context with, through,
and around computer technologies". Egbert (2005: Cited in Figura & Jarvis, 2007:449).
According to Kern and Warshauer (2000: Cited in Hsu &Sheu, 2008: 3), “CALL has
gone through three phases, in which computers have been utilized in different ways for
different purposes” in connection with developments in computer technology and the
theories of language teaching and learning. The first phase was Structural or
Behavioristic CALL stemmed from Skinner’s behaviouristic theory views language as a
formal structural system leading to Audio-lingual teaching paradigm based on constant
repetition, drilling and practice to ensure accuracy. (Chen; 2008,
http://www?2.nkfust.edu.tw/~emchen/CALL/unitl.htm). In this early version of CALL,

originally the computer was used as a vehicle for delivering instructional materials to
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the student (mostly through drill and practice), the so-called ‘computer as tutor’ model.’

(Rozgiene, Medvedeva, & Strakova, 2008:5).

The second phase or Communicative/Cognitive CALL (1980s -1990s) arosed by
Piaget’s cognitive theory views language as a mentally constructed system through
interaction based on communicative language teaching paradigm with main focus on
fluency rather than accuracy. (Chen, 2008: (http://www2.nkfust.edu.tw/~emchen/
CALL/unitl.htm). Therefore, CALL programs emphasized interaction and offered
communication exercises to form a mental linguistic system. (Hsu & Sheu, 2008: 3). In
this phase, CALL activities included using the computer to stimulate discussion, writing
and critical thinking, using word-processors, spellcheckers and grammar checkers and
concordancers. (Davies, Walker, Rendall & Hewer: 2010). However, even though there
was a change to more active CALL, opportunities for communication, genuine
negotiation of meaning was not accomplished.lt was still a closed system?”

(Warschauer and Kern, 2005: Cited in Pacheco, 2005:3)

The third phase or “Integrative CALL” (1990s -present), the presence of which
was facilitated by two important developments in technology: multimedia and the
Internet, emerged from a sociocognitive view of language learning. In this phase,
language learners explore new discourse communities and learn new genres.
(Warschauer, 2004: Cited in Rashed, 2008:14). Referring the capability of the
multimedia CALL in combining all major skills in a single activity, with the learner
exercising a high degree of control over the learning materials, Davies, Walker,
Rendall, & Hewer (2010:8) assert that The Internet, especially the Web (which is a
subset of the Internet), brought numerous advantages, building on multimedia
technology and in addition enabling both asynchronous and synchronous
communication between learners and teachers. A range of new tasks became possible,
e.g. games and simulations, web quests/searching- web publishing- Computer-mediated
communication (synchronous and asynchronous). Chen (2008:
http://www2.nkfust.edu.tw/~emchen/CALL/unit12.htm ). In the second and the third
phases of CALL, the computer is used as a tool or medium providing means for

students to become active learners. (Fotos & Browne, 2004: Cited in Hsu & Sheu,



13

2008:3).

Indeed, all theoretical approaches to CALL have a place in language
learning/teaching in that related applications are usually incorporated into an online
course accordingly. After all, both constructivist and behaviorist approaches can exist in

the same course (Beatty, 2003: Cited in Hsu & Sheu, 2008:3).

2.3. ICT in language learning

ICT (Information and communications technology - or technologies), are
defined, as a "Diverse set of technological tools and resources used to communicate,
and to create, disseminate, store, and manage information." These technologies include
computers, the Internet broadcasting technologies (radio and television), and telephony.
(Blurton, 2002: Cited in Tinio, 2003:4). With regard to language education, the concept
of Information and Communications Technology (...) has been associated with the use
of the Internet and implies the interactive use of the World Wide Web for education.
(Kavaliauskiene, 2003:1). Indeed, ICT use in language learning is referred as
technology enhanced language learning. It is mostly associated with e-learning. Markus
(2008: Cited in Groenendijk & Markus, 2010: 8) defines e-learning as follows: “- e-
learning is a learning process created by interaction with digitally delivered content,
network-based services and tutoring support. It is a shift from traditional education to
ICT-based personalized, flexible, individual, self-organized, collaborative learning

based on a community of learners, teachers, facilitators, experts ...”

With regard to ICT integration in education in particular, Chen (2008:22-23)
points out, “The fast development of new networked communication technologies
enables people around the world to communicate and exchange information without any
barriers of time or distance. All kinds of web-resources provide people with an easy
access to various knowledge and information.” In addition to access flexibility, cost-
effectiveness and timely-content are other advantages of ICT-based learning. (Hong,

Lai, & Holton, 2003; Lorenzetti, 2005, Rosenberg, 2001:Cited in Shee & Wang:
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2008:895). Ascribing to the potential of ICTs as powerful tools to extend educational
opportunities, both formal and non-formal, and their ability to transcend time and space,
Tinio (2003:6) adds that access to learning materials is available at anytime and
anywhere by an unlimited number of people. Another important aspect is that ICTs also
facilitate access to resource persons - mentors, experts, researchers, professionals,

business leaders, and peers - all over the world.

Regarding the indispensability of ICT for education, Gulbahar & Guven,
(2008:2) point out that he integration of information and communication technologies
can help revitalize teachers and students. It stresses the great opportunities ICT provide
for differentiation, especially in mixed-ability classes as multimedia and telematics are
the best in offering a real context, authenticity and topicality of materials and a cross
cultural perspective. (Kalnina & Kangro, 2007:109). Furthermore, ICT is able to
support active learning.Coupled with the advanced CMC tools such as Instant
Messaging, blogs, e-mail, multimedia is a highly dynamic medium, which has the
potential of generating dynamic types of interactions, not only with the computer but

with other students and teachers as well. (Kalnina & Kangro, 2007:109).

Similarly, Jung (2002: Cited in Tinio, 2003: 9) remarks, “the appropriate use of
ICTs can catalyze the paradigmatic shift in both content and pedagogy that is at the
heart of education reform in the 21st century”. If designed and implemented properly,
ICT-supported education can promote the acquisition of knowledge and skills and
empower students for lifelong learning.(Tinio, 2003:9). Likewise, Spencer (1999: Cited
in Yunus, 2007: 79-80) puts forward ‘The use of Information and Communication
Technologies (...) can help teachers and students to meet the challenges of the future.’
In line with this, outlining today’s digital-age society and students’ needs to be prepared
for these changed complexities of life, Chen (2008: 24) points out that in order to be
successful in 21* century, they need to be educated as individuals who have attained
high proficiency in digital literacy, ability of effective communication and incentive

thinking as well as the spirit of team work and cooperation.

Consequently, both learners and teachers are empowered by the benefits of ICT
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in their conventional contexts. However, as stressed by Tinio (2003:3), “The effective
integration of ICTs into the educational system is a complex, multifaceted process that
involves not just technology but also curriculum and pedagogy, institutional readiness,

teacher competencies, and long-term financing, among others”.

2.4. The internet as a foreign language learning medium

There is a common misconception that people use the term Web and Internet as
it were the same thing. (Bltyh, 1999: Cited in Scordato, 2003: 3). Though
interconnected whereas they are not synonymous and the difference should be
acknowledged as well. The Internet is a worldwide network of computers that are linked
together through telephone lines, fiberoptic cables, ... The World Wide Web, usually
called “the Web”, is a part of the Internet where millions of Web pages containing text,
images, and sound from people all over the world are connected. (Gitsaki& Taylor,

2001:22).

The World Wide Web (The web) is probably the most popular feature of the
Internet for information retrieval and research purposes. Correlatively, Son (2007: 21)
points out, “The World Wide Web offers a global database of authentic materials that
can enhance language learning and teaching”. In particular, The World Wide Web’s
capability for interactivity makes it especially exciting as a resource for language
learning and teaching. (Morrison, 2002:1). As echoed by Sims (1999: Cited in Zorko,
2007: 17), “Interactive multimedia materials will bring better experiences, more active
learning, enhanced interest and motivation”.As highlighted by Oliva & Pollastrini,
1995; Warschauer, 1995; Owston,1997; Peterson, 1997 (Cited in Yang, 2001:85), The
colourful and visually engaging appearance, rich resources, online audio, video and
other interactive features provide learners comprehensible input and authentic and
contextualized learning environment that will engage the student in the learning
process. In other words, “Web-based language learning (WBLL) that involves the use
of web and exploits web materials, resources, applications or tools” (Son, 2007:25)

ensures active learning due to the Internet’s capability for interactivity.



16

As the interactive capability of the hypermedia web enables integrative language
skills approach, it is a unique medium to activate all language skills in a single activity
on the web.In a similar vein,as stated by Rozgiene, Medvedeva, & Strakova (2008:5)
“skills are easily integrated: reading, writing, speaking and listening can be combined in
task-based learning since the variety of media make it natural to combine reading,
writing, speaking and listening in a single activity, which is the main concern in modern
language pedagogy. Moreover, “Internet communication tools also enable learners
interact with their peers, teachers and most importantly many native speakers of target
language (TL)” (Yang, 2001:85). Synchronous or asynchronous communication
opportunities available with native speakers facilitate the use of the specific language
such as negotiating, persuading, clarifying meaning, requesting information, in
authentic settings, which furthers literacy development by engagement in true-life
authentic discussions, therefore promotes socio-cultural competence. (Ming; 2006: 11)
in that the Internet not only provides language learners with the opportunity to use the
language that they are learning in meaningful ways in authentic contexts, which is
motivating for the language learner. (Kumar and Tammelin, 2008:5) and also promotes
target culture learning. As echoed by Mioduser, Nachmias, Lahav, & Oven (2000: Cited
in Ali & Elfessi, 2004:2), The Internet’s communication tools such as e-
mail,conferencing, and Internet Relay Chat enable teachers and students to
communicate easily in real or delayed time and its unique capabilities of information

generation, transmission, and publishing make it an important instructional tool.’

Undeniably, successful learning is all about motivation and similarly, Tinio
(2003:8) highligts that networked computers with Internet connectivity can increase
learner motivation as it combines the media richness and interactivity with the
opportunity to connect with real people and to participate in real world events. Rich
multimedia components, low-anxiety, student-centered learning environments, interest-
driven materials are other assets the Internet provides. (Pala, 2005:8-9). Regarding
learning-centredness, the virtual learning environment caters to a variety of learning
styles, namely: Visual Learners, Auditory, and Tactile/Kinaesthetic Learners. (cf.

Leaver et al. 2005: Cited in Tymczynska, 2009:156). By allowing learners to make
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more independent and informed learning decisions that reflect their individual needs
and preferences, electronic media can help foster self-direction and make them more
autonomous learners. (Chan & Kim, 2004:87). Autonomy implies a movement from
dependence on the teacher to learner independence. Besides, autonomy implies the
possibility of self-access and self-paced learning. It allows learners to work and learn
independently and take control of their own learning at their own pace. (Diaz-Corralejo,

Bermejo, Carcedo, & Teuwen, 2008:11)

Today’s new generation tech-savvy students, as digital natives, would like to
experiment with the web technology in their contexts. Gitsaki & Taylor (1999:48)
highlight ‘Using the Internet has become a part of our life and learning how to use it is
an essential skill for students, so through the use of computers and the Internet students
develop basic Information Technology (IT) skills and learn English at the same time.
The use of the Internet in the classroom helps to get rid of a classroom's physical
limitations, enables the development of students' research and analytical thinking skills
and enhances and expands students' experiences in using visual Technologies.’

(Vanfossen 2001, cited in Erdem 2008:23).

The Internet is an ideal learning medium to leverage the quality of language
learning and teaching .In this respect, “Language classrooms are increasingly turning
into blended —learning environments that focus on active learning. Blended learning
(BL) uses multiple teaching and guiding methods by combining face-to-face sessions
with online activities and utilizing a mix of technology-based materials. (Kumar &

Tammelin, 2008: 5).

Drawing on all these promises the Internet brings about, as stressed by Usun
(2003:56), “The Internet is an educational tool of enormous potential and can be used to
replace the traditional classroom lecture and revolutionize distance education.It can also
be used as a supplement to traditional instructional methods.” Learning English through
the web and using new trends in education make students more willing to learn the
language. Using these technologies, students learn English easier and faster than ever

before. (Mohanty, 2010:2)
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As aforementioned, The Internet has a major potential in language teaching and
learning in that it provides teachers and learners with a huge body of sites such as
EFL/ESL websites which have been categorized according to the teaching of language
domains (vocabulary, grammar, phonetics, etc.) or language skills (listening, reading
and writing). (Kartal, 2005:54). Hence, the next section gives detailed information on

EFL/ESL websites.

2.4.1. EFL/ESL websites

As overwhelmingly non-commercial, free access language specific resources,
EFL/ESL websites are worth looking into in depth due to their great pedagogical
potential to enhance and empower formal FTF language classroom practices. EFL/ESL
websites could be referred as: "portal" sites--which, in general, means sites, made by
both professionals and amateurs, individuals and institutions, directed at teachers or
students, or teachers and students alike’ and therefore they offer features for both
students and teachers, which cater to many aspects of language learning provide
language practice in many language skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing),
include grammar and vocabulary quizzes and explanations, and which are usually

available in a self-study mode. (Krajka, 2002:1).

While majority of EFL/ESL websites are available free, some of them requires a
fee for access. Some also provide free materials along with the charged-materials. Their
content may range from general English (e.g.http://englishclub.com/esl-
quizzes/index.http), skill specific, (e.g.http://www.esl-lab.com/index.htm), culture
specific (e.g.http:// www.lifeintheusa.com), ESP (http://www.business-english.com/),
and some are available in bilingual format such as english-hilfen.de available in
German version. Websites solely for teachers are also abound in (e.g.
www.teacherplanet.com, http://www.educationworld.com/). Some websites also require
a free subscription to access the materials. For teachers, along with the teaching
assistance and printer-friendly downloadable worksheets and resources, communication

options available are of great importance for their collaboration and resource sharing
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with their colleagues worldwide. Although offline mode and printer-friendly versions
are available in many of them, as educational tools, these Web-based learning resources
(WBLRs) offer learners access to well-structured and easily-updatable study materials,
task-based activities, online resources, and tutorial support. The pedagogical value of
WBLRs lies in helping learners discover and explore things for themselves through
interactive, flexible, differentiated, and motivating activities. (Hadjerrouit, 2010:54-
55).Accordingly, in a study on a comparative review of a few portal sites by Krajka
(2002:2), among the benefits of running FTF courses together with EFL/ESL websites,
“An increase on students’ motivation due to greater flexibility offered to learners-any
time,at any place and at their own pace-, a development on metacognitive strategies
resulted in learning how to learn by active involvement in the process of their learning,

and an improvement in computer and Internet literacy skills ,”have been cited.”

Hence, today, more teachers are relying on interactive websites because they
appeal to the multimedia generation. On this account, the results of several studies on
students’ perceptions of English learning through EFL/ESL websites have confirmed
increased learner motivation. For example,in their study on students’ perceptions of
English learning through EFL/ESL Websites as a means to supplement in-class
instruction with a high-beginner EFL class at a college in Taiwan, Kung & Chuo (2002)
stated that the students had an overall positive attitude to using the teacher-selected
websites in their learning of English despite some difficulties encountered. In a similar
study, Hsu and Sheu (2008) concluded that the students developed favourable attitudes
towards online language learning, and they have added that through repetitive training,
students may get better test results and have a higher self —efficacy, which will increase
their interest and confidence in learning English. Similarly, Kavaliauskiene (2003) has
pointed out that general respondants’ attitude toward learning English on the web has
been positive and added that the major potential of blended learning via EFL/ESL
websites is a vast variety of interactive activities that allow fostering independent
learning. In her thesis investigating students’ attitudes towards web-based independent
learning applied via a number of teacher -selected websites, Pekel (2002) concluded that
the students felt positive about learning English on the Internet and they also improved

their computer skills. In his study on using Web-based language learning (WBLL)
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activities provided by a web site designed as a supplementary resource in an ESL
context, Son (2008) pointed out that participant in WBLL sessions using the Web site
showed positive attitudes toward WBLL. As highlighted by Chan & Kim (2004:95),
Web-based learning materials are effective in ‘Maximizing interactivity and increasing
learner involvement and thus leads to a stronger and more intrinsic motivation, which is
usually indicative of a deep approach to learning. The other benefits have been cited by
Chan & Kim (2004:97-104) are as follows: Catering to individual differences and
abilities; Facilitating acquisition and Use of Stategies.; Encouraging and enabling
inductive learning; Aiding Cognitive processing and increasing metacognitive

awarencss.

WBLL exercises can range drop- and- click, multiple-choice, true/false, quizzes,
gap-fill exercises, cloze matching, reordering/sequencing (scrambled sentences),
crossword puzzles, drag and drops and simulations as a supplement to classroom
instruction rather its replacement. (Chapella, 2001:44). While working on these web-
based exercises, students actually have constant access to some form of instantaneous
tutorial assistance and performance feedback. (Chan & Kim, 2004:95). The
instantaneous feedback provides learners with a much-needed sense of security and
helps build up their confidence. At the same time, it represents a form of instant
gratification which will contribute to a positive motivation and a favourable attitude
towards inductive learning. (Chan & Kim, 2004:103). Similarly, highlighting their
benefits of providing immediate feedback that allow the students to manipulate
information, Vi (2005:61) points out that Interactive websites appeal to students since
they are rich with auditory and visual information that stimulate parts of the brain that
aren’t activated through traditional methods of teaching. Moreover, Hsu and Sheu
(2008:3-4) added that other than facilitating language acquisition, online drills or
exercises also benefit learners in the affective domain in that under underachieving
students can catch up in a non-threatening instructional environment as “It gives
learners free choice of difficulty level and exercise type . It provides privacy: learners
do not lose face when they make mistakes.” (Wu, Witten, Edwards, Nichols, & Aquino,
2006:1).
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Consequently, blending EFL/ESL websites with formal FTF class work provides
learners web-assisted language learning opportunity. With regard to previously dealt
benefits, web-assisted language learning (WALL) i.e. using web resources for English

language teaching (ELT) has many advantages such as follows:

The web contains updated and current information on a variety of topics;
students can practice English and computer skills at the same time; students can
continue using English web resources even outside class time (e.g. in self-access
centres, Internet cafes, etc.); the web enhances student autonomy by allowing students
to direct their learning to areas that they are interested in; surfing the web is fun! Web
pages are full of pictures, sounds and animation, adding enjoyment to the learning

process. (Gitsaki & Taylor, 2001:22-23).

Another significant point regarding web-assisted language learning facilitated by
EFL/ESL websites is that it can help to reduce paper consumption as the web
technology enables all sorts of instruction and assessment to be delivered in an
electronic environment such as digital distribution of instructional information or digital
submission of student work. This trend is referred as ‘go green’ in the classroom
(http://www.marist.edu/it/green.html).As a consequence, 21* century teachers and

learners can take initiative for more widespread use of the web to serve to this purpose.

EFL/ESL websites are not without some problems and challenges. As cited by
Pekel (2002:49-50-51), discrepancies between sites in terms of level (e.g.a medium
level in one site may mean low-level in another one), inadequate (ambiguous)
instructions,and low-quality materials (e.g.abundance of mechanical exercises which
can be boring)’ are among pedagogical problems with regard to EFL/ESL websites as a
supplementary medium.Technical problems such as frequent Internet errors and
disconnections, virus attacks and slow connections, hardware and sofware issues and
inadequate computer skills and Internet literacy have been cited as they may hinder
students’ taking full potential of EFL/ESL websites. As they are WBLRs accessible
via the Internet, similarly, Michau et al. (2001: Cited in Ali & Elfessi, 2004:17) point

out that the Internet has its limitations such as safety, and security problems, limited
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access for many people, and need for technical skills. In line with this, Warschauer
(2002: Cited in Kung and Chuo: 2002:8) argue that. However, the reliability of the
information on the web, the cost of the equipment needed to connect to the Internet,
inequality of access between the haves and have-nots, and frustrating slow connections
are the major concerns on web-assisted language learning. Regarding the major
problems when providing online learning in educational settings, as referred by Felix
(2003:7), ‘Among the acknowledged constraints on best practice are unmotivated
learners, institutional pressures, lack of time, lack of access to technology,

malfunctioning technology and lack of expertise”.

Although there are some drawbacks in employing EFL/ESL. websites in formal
EFL/ESL contexts, underlying that web-assisted learning can promote learning beyond
the course content, Njagi, Smith, & Isbell (2003:4) point out that ‘students in such
environments, for example, have chances to navigate through a variety of available text
and digital resources, construct their own knowledge, reflect upon their learning
experiences, and learn to share these experiences with others in the communication of

other learners’

All in all, EFL/ESL websites “offer learners various activities for developing
different language skills.They can provide a useful and motivating medium for both
integrated skills and separate activities” (Giindiiz, 2005, 201). Therefore, the following
part is on EFL/ESL websites as a supplement in terms of receptive and productive

skills’ enhancement respectively.

For listening

Listening is a constructive process that involves decoding, comprehension and
interpretation “and requires the speaker's attention and knowledge to achieve
understanding in real time" (Chapelle & Jamieson, 2008: Cited in Laborda, 2009:18).
Brett (1997:39) suggests that listening assumes increased importance not only because it
is a key language and communication skill in its own right, but it also provides a

channel through which new language can be received and become intake. EFL/ESL
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websites facilitate this process because plenty of graded audio and video materials
supported with glosses and highlighted texts for new vocabulary items and
accompanying activities with immediate feedback and moreover opportunity of
exposure to many varied discourse samples such as narratives , discussions, interviews,
commentaries and so on offer a unique medium to reinforce listening skills. As
suggested by Chapelle & Jamieson, 2008: Cited in Laborda, 2009:19), EFL/ESL
websites should provide listening materials in audio or video “already been categorized
by level [and that have] relevance to the ESL learner, and that [have] pre-listening
activities intended to activate [the] student's background knowledge" as well as top-
down and bottom-up activities, and also help students to develop autonomy in choosing
materials themselves.”. EFL/ESL websites provide myriads of materials structured this
way along with adjustments in speed of delivery according to individual learner needs
(e.g. Randall's ESL Cyber Listening Lab). In addition to authentic resources and guided
listening materials by which the learners gain exposure to other speakers of the target
language, EFL/ESL websites also cover plethora of pronunciation tutorials and practice.
As the mastery of pronunciation is quiet challenging for most students, EFL/ESL
websites have a lot to offer to students. Consequently, the increasing range of online
video and audio offers EFL/ESL students a multitude of opportunities to develop their
understanding of spoken English. Teachers can increase students’ exposure to spoken
texts so that they hear spoken English more frequently. (Murray & McPherson,
2004:27).As stated by Blatnik (2002: Cited in Murray & McPherson, 2004:27), “even
very low-level students with no computer and language skills can benefit from suitable
types of [Internet] listening resources since EFL/ESL websites provide ‘sophisticated
annoted listening materials, in which digital audio files are supplemented with glosses
for individual words or chunks of words, providing transcripts, definitions, visual cues,
or play back of words in isolation” (Jones, 2003: Cited in Hoopingarner, 2009:226).
which facilitate comprehension and also makes learning fun for students due to high-
level of interactivity. Listening input will be acquired efficiently when there are
multimedia aids. (e.g. pictures, flash, videos). For example, the visual context can
enhance learners’ comprehension, and the functions of the accurate playback enable

users simply to find the specific segment. (Yang & Chan, 2008:413)
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For reading

As stated by Scordato (2003:120), “Reading is one of the four foundation skills
(speaking, listening, and writing the other three) that students have to master in order to
reach an adequate TL level of proficiency. The Web represents an immense source of
ready and available reading material that enables students to further hone their newly
acquired reading skills.” Reading is a process of constructing meaning from text
through the use of both bottom-up and top-down processes, strategies, and skills (focus
on the interaction). Both bottom-up and top-down processes occur simultaneously for
the reader to comprehend the meaning of the text. (Chen, 2008:
(http://www?2.nkfust.edu.tw/~emchen/CALL/unit7.htm). In other words, Brown (2007:
Cited in Hoopingarner: 2009:227) recommended dividing the reading tasks into three-
part framework. Through pre-reading tasks learners can create a schema for the topic of
the reading passage. While reading, learners can be encouraged to watch for certain
content. This can help to reinforce the learning goals of the reading exercise. Post-
reading tasks can range from comprehension questions to analyzing the author’s
purpose or motives, and can extend to writing tasks or discussion part.
(e.g.Breakingnews.english). EFL/ESL websites provide learners plenty of interactive
reading materials structured accordingly. In addition, by virtue of advanced hypermedia
presenting high-quality audio and video combined with text such as podcasts and
vodcasts, glosses in the form of text and pictures and aural support in that software
programs can assist reading strategies:vocabulary knowledge and acquisition (bottom-
up processing), and text comprehension (top-down processing.) (Chun and Plass, 1997:
Cited in Hoopingarner, 2009: 227). Regarding vocabulary acquisition and improvement,
new vocabulary is highlighted using special effects (e.g.different colors or italics);
definitions and explanations are provided for new vocabulary; leaners can self-evaluate
their reading abitities through various interesting tasks (e.g.through a cloze test,
multiple-choice test, or crossword). Additional reading resources are provided for
learners. (e.g. related reading vocabulary, articles, hyperlinks, or websites); (Yang &

Chan, 2008:414).
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Son (2003:14: Cited in Pala, 2005:28), contends that the integration of text with
sound and images eventually paves the way for greater comprehension of the reading
text as well as better pronunciation and contextual use of lexical items in a way that
traditional paper-based texts cannot achieve. Due to the interactive nature of the web-
based medium, in particular web-based texts give readers a feeling of engaging in real
time, face-to-face interaction through use of interactive programs.”(Ahern & El-Hindi,
2000:Cited in Njagi, Smith, & Isbell, 2003:5) .Moreover,referring the learners’
opportunity to expand their literacy skills from reading print-based texts to reading
online texts as they develop their ability to retrieve information from the Web, Murray
& Mc Pherson (2004 :36) highlight that they will be able to: read homepages critically;
skim and scan a variety of genres; evaluate information presented in a variety of genres;

and synthesise information from several different sites.

Due to the focus of the study which is on receptive skills’ enhancement with
EFL/ESL websites, in a study conducted at the university of Oregon, seeking to prove
that web-based beginner, intermediate and advanced level L/R(Listening/Reading)
activities will improve the quality of teaching/learning Turkish, referring the key result,
Pala (2005:57) point out that pedagogically and methodologically sound interactive
online activities for improving receptive language skills appear on the top of their
(learners) priority list because these two skill areas are vital to any language
improvement and unlike speaking and writing, they can be created and evaluated
relatively promptly.” since The Internet makes it possible to incorporate rich learning
opportunities for presenting, practicing and improving L/R skills as well as to have

extensive access to socio-cultural knowledge. (Pala, 2005:13).

For speaking

Speaking is viewed in the larger context of communication with the focus on the
speaker's ability to 1) take in messages, 2) negotiate meaning, and 3) produce
comprehensible output. This view recognizes the interactive nature of listening and the
crucial role of negotiating meaning in order to produce comprehensible speech (Chen,

2008: http://www2.nkfust.edu.tw/~emchen/CALL/unit6.htm). Along with “Multimedia
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programs in corporating speech-recognition software that can immerse students into
rich environments for language practice” (Giindiiz,2005:212), advanced CMC tools
integrated in majority of EFL/ESL websites can promote oral skills proficiency to a
great extent. The WWW is indeed an agent of socialization where communication and
authentic opportunities of interaction are provided (Pacheco, 2005: 19). Chapelle and
Jamieson (2008: Cited in Laborda, 2009:20) convey that technology is an important part
of normal communication for students today and those students learn to communicate
through communicating. Among the pros of Internet communication, Chapella and
Jamieson (2008: Cited in Laborda, 2009:20) consider the ability to speak to people in
distant locations, which can give students extra motivation. Furthermore, pen pal Web
sites, messenger forums, or chat spaces can fulfill this goal, supported by online
tutorials, dictionaries, and other resources. Therefore, it can be concluded that effective
use of synchronous and asynchronous communication devices and software promote

development of the students' communication abilities.

For writing

With the advent of the new Internet, namely Web2.0, which refers to ‘the second
generation of the World Wide Web, especially the movement away from static
webpages to dynamic and shareable content and social networking.’
(en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Web 2.0), (e.g. wikis, blogs, instant messaging, social
networking sites such as twitter, facebook, video-sharing sites (e.g.youtube), voice mail,
podcasting, online media sharing, and so on.), writing skill has gained much more
importance. With reference to their pedagogical value, they foster oral communication
skills of students via social interaction and they facilitate writing skills to a great extent
as the students can create, publish and edit their own content via text communication
such as discussion forums, email, blogs, and so on) or collaborative writing (e.g.wikis).
As referred by Yang & Chan (2008:414) “Writing is an output process in language
learning. The website should not only include an opportunity for writing, but also
present the writing skills. Besides, it is important to provide ease in revision and the
provision of relevant writing resources and peers' writings as scaffolding for improving

learners' writing skills. EFL/ESL websites covers not only web2.0. tools but also step-
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by step tutorials and practice materials with regard to general and academic writing

skills.

For grammar and lexical knowledge

As main language skills closely associated with mastery of linguistic features of
target language like grammar and lexical knowledge, e.g. EFL/ESL websites offer a
wealth of tutorial and practice materials in terms of grammar and lexicon learning.
Tutorials, exercises, quizzes, tests along with games, crosswords, puzzles presented in
appealing modes such as pictures, audio, animations and interactive quizzes on
EFL/ESL websites make grammar and vocabulary learning fun and effective for
learners. In particular, guided tutorials, level-based materials and immediate feedback
provided are of great value for learners. In consonant with this, referring positive
attitudes about blended learning courses due to their benefits in terms of accessibility to
the materials, user-friendliness, Sagarra and Zapata (2008:208) also emhasize instant
error feedback. Moreover, with regard to instant feedback feature provided, Felix (2003:
Cited in Sagara & Zapata, 2008: 219) stresses feedback motivate students to spend extra
time trying to find out each error in pursuit of the highest score. Through discrete words
to phrasal verbs idioms, collocations to concordances and online support dictionaries,
grammar and lexical knowledge of learners is reinforced by these content rich WBLL
exercises available on EFL/ESL websites.The online exercises on linguistic forms suit
low proficient students. Referring that low English proficiency students usually perceive
English as difficult (Huang & Tsai, 2003: Cited in Hsu & Sheu: 2008:4), Hsu & Sheu
(2008:4) stated that first; it simplifies the learning process as online exercises can make
it seem easier. Secondly, the exercises are particularly useful for reinforcing vocabulary
and grammar, which unsuccessful learners believe they must improve. (Gan,
Humphreys, & Hamplyons, 2004: Cited in Hsu & Sheu, 2008:4). Thirdly, low
proficiency students are incapable of using language learning strategies (and doing
online exercises helps them develop some of the strategies, including memory,
cognitive, compensation strategies etc. (Chen & Huang, 2003: Cited in Hsu & Sheu,
2008:4).
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Last but least, as highlighted by Hoopingarner (2009:228),’current language
pedagogy focuses on the language not only as an object of study but also as a means of
communication. Most current practices in language teaching use tasks that require an
integration of language skills. Although it is sometimes makes sense to target specific
language skills, best practices suggest that instructors should pursue the goal of
addressing all skills at the same time.” Therefore, blended learning initiated by

EFL/ESL websites can ideally cater for this purpose.

2.4.2. Internet tools for communication

CMC tools afford online communication opportunity to learners and teachers.
CMC is a text-based tool that can be synchronous (communicators interacting at the
same time) or more frequently, asynchronous (communicators interacting at different
times). (Shedletsky, 1996: Cited in http://cde.athabascau.ca/cmc/index what is.html :
2002). The Computer Mediated Communication (...) is a new use of language
permitted for the first time by computer application such as online learning
environments, email, chatrooms, videoconferencing, online discussion forums, blogs
etc. (Mohanty,2010:3). In other words, advanced CMC tools of the Internet provide
new ways to connect language learners with real people .Asynchronous and
synchronous communication enable language learners to communicate rapidly and
inexpensively with other language learners or speakers of the target language around
the world (Warschauer and Healy, 1998: Cited in Vi, 2005:61-62) as well as the
possibilities to publish and distribute their own multimedia information for an
international audience. (Giindiiz, 2005, 210) In particular, advanced web2.0. tools such
as wikis, podcasts, vodcasts, allow students to create their own content and share it
with real audience on the web. This motivates students to cooperate and collaborate to
produce common products on the web. Thus, the Internet has created the capability of
opening classroom doors to the world. (Reese, 2002:45).It is a fact that Modern
information and communication technologies have created a "global village," in which
people can communicate with others across the world as if they were living next door.
(www.techterms.com/definition/ict - 14k -) .Accordingly, Warschauer, Shetzer, and

Meloni (2000: Cited in Yang & Chan, 2008:404) remarked, "Learners of the English



29

language could practice the language 24 hours a day with native speakers or other
learners around the world. Vogel (2001: Cited in Yang & Chan, 2008:404) stated, “The
web serves as a platform for communicative exchanges between learners and native

speakers or between different groups of learners in different countries.”

In fact, the advantage of Computer-Mediated Communication (...) brought
about by the Internet is that learners are given an opportunity to interact with others
without interruptions, time pressure or social anxiety. (Vi, 2005:62).A brief review of

some of these synchronous and asynchronous CMC tools is as follows:

e-mail (electronic mail): A system of world-wide electronic communication in
which a computer user can compose a message at one terminal that can be regenerated
at the recipient's terminal when the recipient logs in
(wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn) E-mail is one of the easiest and most practical
ways of enabling language students to get in contact with native speakers of the target
language. For learners of English e-mail is an excellent way to communicate with their
instructors because of its usefulness and easiness. A straight forward way to use email
as a language learning tool is to see it as a provider of electronic pen pals. (Mohanty,
2010:3). It also provides same opportunity to learners via language exchange websites
for tandem learning (e.g.http:// www.livemacho.com). By involving in an email
exchange with a native speaker, learners receive plenty of authentic target language
input from their exchange partner while maintaining the unrehearsed communicative

context. (Vi, 2005:62)

Blogs (abbreviated from weblogs): web-based publications consisting primarily
of periodic articles (normally in reverse chronological order) containing text, images
and links to web content, such as websites or other blogs. Blogs are often used as online
diaries. Blogs are interactive in the sense that other users could provide comments on
the information posted by the blog author. (Ajjan & Hartshorne, 2008; Kottyan, 2008:
Cited in Groenendijk &Markus, 2010:13). While many refer webblogs as simple online
journals, in practice they are much more. They can be tools for peer collaboration,

public or private conversation, reflective online portfolios, and lifelong-learning spaces.
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(Richardson; 2006:6).

Chat room: A virtual meeting space on the Internet, an intranet, or other
network, used for real-time text discussions. Unlike one-to-one instant messenger
applications, chat rooms enable conversations among multiple people at once. (Harris,
2008:1). Chat or IM (Instant Messaging) allows effective and efficient communication,
featuring immediate receipt of acknowledgment or reply. (Groenendijk &Markus,

2010:13)

Discussion boards: Forums on the Internet or an intranet where users can post
messages for others to read. (Harris, 2008:1). For the advantages of using discussion
forums, Wiesenberg (1995: Cited in Altun, 2005: 2) refers “convenience, promoting
interaction, fostering a higher quality of learning, and presenting a number of resources

online.”

Podcast: A method of publishing audio files or digital recordings to the internet
for download and/or playback on mobile devices and personal computers. (Harris,
2008:2). Podcasts enable learners and teachers to share information with anyone at
anytime. Podcasting can be a publishing tool for student oral presentations. Video
podcasts can be used in all these ways as well. (Rozgiene, Medvedeva, & Stakova,

2008:14)

Web conference: A meeting of participants from disparate geographic locations
that's held in a virtual environment on the World Wide Web, with communication

taking place via text, audio, video, or a combination of those methods. (Harris, 2008:3)

wiki: a website that allows multiple users to create, modify and organize web
page content in a collaborative manner. (www.govst.edu/elearning/default.aspx). This
ease of interaction and operation makes a wiki an effective tool for mass collaborative
authoring. Materials selected, elaborated and edited by the learner may assume the form
of finalised product providing both positive effects on motivation of the learner and

valuable assessment basis for the teacher/tutor.” (Rozgiene, Medvedeva, & Stakova,
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2008:12)

Social networks allow users to create personal profiles and establish a variety
of networks that connect him/her with family, friends, and other colleagues. e.g. A
recent newcomer in social networking is Twitter: a free social networking and micro-
blogging service that enables its users to send and read messages known as tweets

(http://wikipedia.org/:Cited in Groenendijk & Markus,2010:14)

Media sharing websites such as YouTube allow students to find informative
videos or to create short video films that can be shared with the world. Teachers use
YouTube to publish educational videos or refer to videos with interesting content,

demonstrations or complete courses. (Groenendijk & Markus, 2010:14)

First and foremost, highlighting that unlike traditional Web 1.0 technologies,
new web2.0 tools such as podcasts, blogs and wikis offer more extensive, outcome-
oriented possibilities for communicative language learning. Carmesin, Devilly, &
Tooher (2009:1) point out that due to their participatory and interactive potential, they
not only foster the students’ receptive language skills, but also their productive language

skills as well as offering new opportunities for intercultural learning.



CHAPTER III

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1. Introduction

This section deals with setting and programme, data collection and sources, data

analysis criteria and procedure, respectively.

3.2. Setting and Programme

The standard level of English proficiency targeted at the preparatory programme
of Language Training and Research Centre (Dilmer) of Abant Izzet Baysal University is
coordinated with CEFR (The Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages), which is recognized in many established universities and in the context of
this study, AIBU, which is already a part of Erasmus project of EU. As aforementioned,
as one of the most recognised language examinations worldwide, The First Certificate
in English (FCE) is to be applied optionallly as a standard eaxamination at the
preaparatory programme at Dilmer, which has recently been entitled as the school of
foreign languages. FCE is at Level B2 of the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) - an internationally recognised benchmark of
language ability. Based on the Global scale by CEFR, at Level B2, namely
‘Independent user,” students can understand the main ideas of complex text on both
concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of
specialisation, can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular

interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party, can
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produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a
topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

(http://www.coe.int/T/DG4/Portfolio/?M=/main_pages/levels.html)

Moreover, CEFR offers a Self-Assesment Grid showing major categories of
language use at each of the six levels in order to help learners to profile their main
language skills, and self-assess their level of proficiency. Hence, the curricular goals for
each language skill are similar to the categories within the Common European
Framework’s global scale and Self-Assesment Grid. With regard to these curriculum
objectives, there is a pacing schedule prepared for fall and spring academic terms
respectively in line with the textbooks based on the standards of the CEFR. i.e.
‘Success’ by Longman Publications for Basic English proceeding from Al to B1 and
B2 levels with an exclusion of B2 and C1 covered in Upper Intermediate level
coursebooks for 2009-2010 academic year. The academic course of study is mainly
based on formal FTF teaching and learning practices. Whereas for listening and
speaking courses, ‘New Headway’ series by Oxford University Press with courseware
applied in five classrooms equipped with one networked computer and a projector could
provide the students web-assisted language learning experiences in a sense. The other
courses offered by Dilmer are given through FTF instruction in the classroom and the
Internet and the web are not used specifically for teaching purposes. Apart from the
PowerPoint presentations and some specific term-papers that require the web search,
majority of the students do not use the web resources, in our case EFL/ESL websites, to
practice or enhance English language skills. The major drawback is the lack of access to
the Internet and the web, and the lack of awareness and know-how for the utilization of
these resources. Now that, two new networked computer rooms equipped for the
prospective students of the next academic term will be of great benefit in terms of

language skills empowerment of these students.

3.3. Data Collection and Sources

Qualitative data collection and analysis procedures were employed in the current
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study. As the study is concerned with EFL/ESL websites as a supplement for the basic
level receptive skills courses on a preparatory programme, a compilation of selected
EFL/ESL websites has been formed so as to set up a database. For the selection of
EFL/ESL websites, a survey has been conducted by searching academic and generic

search engines and databases and related literature.

In terms of the websites evaluation of data, content analysis has been conducted.
Krippendroff (1980: Cited in Weber, 1990: 82) defines the technique as ‘a research
technique for making replicative and valid inferences from data to their context.” The
instrument utilized in this study adapted from Son (2005) consists of fifteen major items
so as to ‘audit communication content’ of the selected websites ‘against objectives’

(Berelson, 1952: Cited in Weber, 1990: 9).

As an immense virtual library, the word wide web resources such as websites by
private like ‘call4all’ or academic institutions like ‘metuuseful links’, academic or
scholar search engines like Google Scholar, online journals such as ITES LJ, online
databases such as sciencedirect, ebscohost, many individual blogs by EFL/ESL
professionals such as ‘kalinagoEnglish” and other online resources have been utilized so
as to make a sound compilation of these online resources to serve as a best optimal
option to supplement, enrich and empower FTF formal receptive skills programme at

Dilmer for the desired learning outcomes.

The keyword based search such as ‘Beginning level EFL/ESL websites’, ‘Best
websites for grammar and vocabulary quizzes’, ‘Websites for Reading exercises’; or
literature specific terms such as ‘Web-Assisted Language learning’, ‘Blended learning’,
‘The Internet in EFL/ESL learning’ and so forth have been applied for the survey.
Indeed, almost all EFL/ESL websites readily provide links to many other websites as an
extension of their online course offered to the learners (e.g.
www.agendaweb.org/links.htm / http://www.wordsurfing.co.uk/). This is also the case
in many other websites and blogs, such as (http://www.linguanet-
europa.org/plus/en/resources/learning.jsp/). While this facililiates the work load during

the web search, due to deadlinks overtime or possible URL changes, the availability of
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these sites has had to be checked one by one in a meticulous way.

As the specific aim of this study to form a database of EFL/ESL websites to be
utilized by the preparatory programme students at Dilmer, to ease accessibility and
facilitate utilization, the selected websites have been made available on a single web
page. (Appendix A: http://www.funandeasyefl.com/).The selected sites have been
classified accordingly under ‘Recommended EFL/ESL Websites for English Learning
and Practice’ heading followed by active URLSs of sites along with their titles grouped
with focus on sites for receptive skills’ enhancement due to the scope of the study
whereas EFL/ESL sites for productive skills and other EAP purposes have also been
made available in brief. Level notes with key (e.g. (B) for beginners, (I) for
Intermediate, and (A) for Advanced levels) and short introductions have been provided
just opposite the URL of almost each site to provide feedback to the students. (see
Appendix B)

Selected sites classified under separate headings cover nineteen topic areas. The
headings and number of selected sites are as follows: EFL/ESL Websites for: Grammar
Reference and Exercises (16 websites); Grammar Quizzes (12); Grammar and
Vocabulary Quizzes (7); Vocabulary Tests and Quizzes (16); Phrasal Verbs and
Collocations (8); Vocabulary Resources (12); English Language and Academic English
Tests (9); Academic English (9); Listening Skills (24); Pronunciation (10); Games (17);
Reading Skills (21); Writing Skills (19); Speaking Skills(9); Communication: Language
Exchanges (7); Online discussion forums for EFL/ESL Students (5); Online Chat
Rooms for EFL/ESL students (4), and Further Websites (62). An extensive compilation
of these selected EFL/ESL websites are all accessible via ‘Links’ section in the
homepage where an introductory note and ‘contact’ section with four e-mail addresses
for contact information for the students have been made available (see Appendix C).

The simple template of the webpage makes it easy to use for students.
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3.4. Data Analysis

3.4.1. Data analysis criteria

As stated by Son (2005), “the amount of information available on the Internet in
recent years makes it difficult for language teachers to find quality websites that meet
their needs and interests. Hence, there is a need for a Web evaluation system which can
help teachers to find and use Web resources more effectively and to assess Web sites
more efficiently.” After surveying the web for selection of the most optimal ones with
regard to specific criteria evaluation by Son (2005), considering the students’ needs and
curriculum objectives, a compilation of EFL/ESL websites has been formed. The
selected websites cover general or academic English skills reference and practice
materials mainly for self-study purposes whereas they could be applicable for FTF

classroom learning and teaching as well.

Websites evaluation criteria developed by Son (2005) provide a comprehensive
list consisting of fifteen items. Hence, as defined by Son (2005), these fifteen criteria
applied for this study are as follows:

1. Purpose (i.e., Is the purpose clear? Is the content in line with the purpose? Is

the Website appropriate for its targeted learner?)

2. Accuracy (i.e., Is the content accurate? Are spelling and grammar accurate?)

3. Currency (i.e., Is the Website current? Is the Website updated regularly?)

4. Authority (i.e., Is there information on the author? Is the author well-

recognized for his or her work?)

5. Loading speed (i.e., Is the Website downloaded fast? Are the content pages

downloaded efficiently?)

6. Usefulness (i.e., Does the Website provide useful information? Are the

language activities or tasks useful?)

7. Organization (i.e., Is the Website well organised and presented? Is the

Website interesting to look at and explore? Are screen displays effective?)
8. Navigation (i.e., Is the Website easy to navigate? Are on-screen instructions

easy to follow? Is it easy to retrieve information? Are hyperlinks given
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properly?)

9. Reliability (i.e., Is the Website free of bugs and breaks? Is the Website free
of dead links?)

10. Authenticity (i.e., Are the learning materials authentic? Are authentic
materials provided in appropriate contexts?)

11. Interactivity (i.e., Is the Website interactive? Are methods for user input
effectively employed?)

12. Feedback (i.e., Is feedback on learner responses encouraging? Is error
handling meaningful and helpful?)

13. Multimedia (i.e., Does the Website make effective use of graphics, sound
and colour? Is the level of audio quality, the scale of graphics or video
display appropriate for language learning?)

14. Communication (i.e., Can the user communicate with real people on- line
through the Website? Is on-line help available?)

15. Integration (i.e., Can the learning materials be integrated into a curriculum?

Does the content fit with curricular goals?)

3.4.2. Data analysis procedure

The extensive list of the selected websites, which is 267 in total, makes it
impossible to analyze each of them in a single study. Integrative language skills
approach on these websites compelling the inclusion of 44 websites for productive skills
and the inclusion of 62 further websites as an extension have inevitably increased the
total number of the websites selected for the study. Moreoever, it is beyond the major
scope of the study to provide detailed analysis of every single website as it aims to
highlight the pedagogical potential of EFL/ESL websites to enrich and empower FTF
receptive skills classroom practices in tertiary level preparatory contexts to ensure
desired learning outcomes. Hence, the analysis of sample websites chosen among the
others in the classified sections, which have been grouped accordingly to set up a
representation, have been provided in the results and discussion section of the study.
The websites evaluation criteria adapted by Son (2005) has been utilized for the

analysis.
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3.4.3. Conclusion

In this chapter, the educational setting and the programme this study focused on
was described, the data collection and sources and data analysis for the study were
briefly explained. In the next chapter, the analysis of the sample websites chosen to
represent the others in the classfied sections of the web page designed for this study will

be presented.



CHAPTER 4

4. RESULTS and DISCUSSIONS

4.1. Introduction

Based on the evaluation criteria, analysis of the sample EFL/ESL websites
chosen among the others from the each classified section of the web page are presented
in this chapter. The major choice for the selection has been made on the basis of free
online accessibility, user-friendliness, and content-richness of the websites at first hand.
Due to the comprehensiveness of the data, related categories have been re-grouped
accordingly and sample websites’ reviews chosen among the others were meant to

represent the other websites in the groups.

4.2. Results

4.2.1. Sample websites for grammar and vocabulary knowledge including grammar and

vocabulary reference, tests and quizzes, phrasal verbs and collocations

As grammar and lexical knowledge is a perequisite to build up receptive and
productive language skills, respectively, the analysis of the sample websites regarding

these sub-skills areas are as follows.
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The Grammar Aquarium:

URL: (http://www.perso.wanado.es/autoenglish/freeexercises.htm)

It is a free, non-commercial website by dedicated language professionals Bob
and Rob Wilson from Valencia, Spain, and verified as updated regularly and new
materials made noticable with flashing icons. Side bar menu on the left and at the top of
the homepage supported with the user guide makes it easy for learners to navigate the
site. The rich content of the graded grammar and vocabulary exercises covering phrasal
verbs, idioms, tricky words along with pronunciation tips and practice available both in
online and offline (e.g. handouts with answers) options along with explanations offer
an almost whole online English course experience to learners. Although mechanical in
nature such as gap-fill, multiple choices, the content of the exercises available with
direct feedback and hint option as a support fit with the curricular goal regarding
language mechanics. The site provides learners an opportunity to build up their existing
language skills in a variety of exercises in a virtual learning environment. Students
forum, grammar helpline for Frequently Ask Questions (FAQ) and chat facilities are
also available and external links to other websites enrich the online experiences of
learners and add variety as well. This site is ideal for beginners as a reference and

practice tool to reinforce their linguistic competency.

Activities for ESL Students:
URL: (http://adesl.org/)

This site is the project of The Internet TESL Journal (iteslj.org) and it offers
neatly indexed, graded quizzes, tests, exercises and puzzles dispayed with activity type
(e.g. grammar, vocabulary, crossword) and browser requirements (e.g. HTML-only,
JavaScript, Flash) for each one and basically on grammar and vocabulary practice and
learning. Activities covering both mechanical and more meaningful cloze or sentence
construction types are in line with both audio-lingual and constructivist pedagogy.
Some activities are not grammatical in nature, and cover interest areas such as science,
celebrations, cultures and job skills. In terms of feedback, activities provide a score and

show the correct answer after each attempt at a question whereas some exercises may be
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tedious. (e.g. multiple choice type with an answer button under each question) Whereas
multiple choice tests with a text-feedback in a pop-up window for wrong answers and
flowing questions as the students click on the correct items with or without sound
option can make the online English practice fun for learners. This user friendly site with
clean layout seems to be very beneficial for ESL/EFL learners of each level of

proficiency.

edufind.com :

URL: (http://www.edufind.com/)

It is an updated, user-friendly site due to its easy to navigate layout with its all
indexed grammar reference and tests and quizzes sections. The site offers a
comprehensive online English course to users and it proves to be a useful and very
resourceful tool in that sense. The interactive nature of the materials with immmediate
feedback available engages the students into online multiple choice type exercises
whereas direct feedback in point and click form does not provide comprehensible input
for students. FAQ section offers learners online communication opportunity via e-mail.
Availability of daily English learning tips via the site’s connection with twitter adds
authenticity to the site. The content of the site mainly covers linguistic aspects of
language (grammar, vocabulary, punctuation along with ‘UK school videos’ for
listening comprehension); therefore, it fits best for grammar and vocabulary acquisition

purposes.

Nonstopenglish.com

URL: (www.nonstopenglish.com/)

With regard to site description available on nonstopenglish.com,
Nonstopenglish.com is a free English as a Second language (ESL) and English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) activity website. Learners can practise English language with
the online interactive exercises presented at seven different levels from beginner to
advanced. The sheer amount of English grammar and vocabulary tests and exercises can

help learners to build their vocabulary and improve their understanding of the English
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language. If they register they can receive free email exercises and also feedback on
their performance. All exercises are self-checker. Learners can check their knowledge
and study English language with self evaluation tests. As verified in the site, it is
updated regularly and new English grammar tests are added every week. The simple
and user-friendly interface of nonstopenglish with its indexed materials displayed on the
screen ensure the ease of navigation on the site. This site seems to have a lot to offer

students in terms of their grammar and vocabulary skills enhancement.

English Grammar Lessons:

URL: (http://www.english-grammar-lessons.com/)

Textbook-like screen display of all indexed grammar topics makes the site easy
to navigate. Each grammar topic comes with tutorials and four follow-up exercises
including drag and drop type sentence completion, multiple choice quiz, gap fill and
mix and match with immediate direct feedback. Help-demo available facilitates the
manipulation of the activities. The interactive exercises, though some mechanical,
provide a considerable input for students to reinforce their grammar knowledge. Colour
combination used in the design of the materials attract students’ attention and makes the
online study fun for them. The level of exercises are appropriate to high beginners and
low intermediate students. In addition, the webmaster of the site, Pearson Brown, also

offers free English lessons by e-mail to students.

English Club
URL: (http://www.englishclub.com/)

This site is one of the most comprehensive and richest ESL/EFL sites on the
Web in terms of materials. It features such sections as grammar, pronunciation,
vocabulary, listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with different resources in these
sections ranging from lesson plans through worksheets to tutorials. The "Learn English
Zone" also has ESL help, ESL forum, ESL games, ESL chat, ESL quizzes and ESL pen
pals. As for teachers, they have at their disposal TEFL jobs, lesson plans, worksheets, a

teacher forum, and articles. A unique feature of the portal is ESL Progress!, a free ESL
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magazine for students and teachers, with study tips, lessons, and quizzes, and which is
available on the website or via e-mail. The special interest zone has materials in such
sections as jokes, English for business, English for kids, study abroad, exams, resources,
and links. Learners and teachers find it easy to move around the portal not only thanks
to the search function, but also due to a convenient natural language tool: A "What do
you want to do?" box from which users can choose an answer from a drop-down list of

all functions available. (Kjarka (2002:4)

Agendaweb:
URL: (www.agendaweb.org/)

What makes this website worthwhile is its repository of exercises graded
accordingly and derived from many other ESL/EFL websites. Therefore, it adds a sense
of variety to online English study on a single location. From elementary to advanced
level, from simple fill in to cloze type under clearly displayed labels such as
conjunctions, to be present/past/passive etc are all at students’ fingertips. Along with
Grammar section, additional Quizzes or tests are provided for tenses and other grammar

points, and phrasal verbs in three separate sections are under ‘verbs’ label.

Learning Chocolate:

URL: (www.learningchocolate.com)

A current website dated from 2009-2010 by Wilson Cheung from Hong Kong.
This simple, well-built web site aims to help students to memorize English vocabulary
in an easy and efficient way, by providing students with new vocabulary associated with
nice pictures and sounds. It complies with the claimed purpose quiet well. This
innovative site with its highly interactive quizzes is useful for beginner to intermediate
language learners’ vocabulary and pronunciation improvement. The site is very simple
to use, the learners can navigate at ease within the content provided on the homepage
layout, and choose topic-based vocabulary games from the menu displayed on the
opening screen. Word categories including Animals, Body, Home, Nature, Food,

Computers, and more are all presented with appealing, life-like, good quality pictures
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with their pronunciation, which adds a visual input to the exercises. Six learning
activities available for each word category cover three matching games with time-limit,
a fill-in the blank game, and a dictation activity in which students spell the words as
they are read to them. Immediate feedback is provided as after each activity completed,
the learners could easily check their score and see any errors they have made. ‘Help’
function provides feedback to guide learners on how to utilize the activities. The
learners could also see the time it took them to complete each quiz. This site is selected
as it offers EFL/ESL learners a content-rich, multimedia based vocabulary and
pronunciation learning and practice opportunity along with a little support in terms of
spelling improvement in an authentic environment, namely the web. The site also makes
vocabulary learning fun for students; therefore, it increases their motivation. Except
from e-mail contact for queries to the webmaster of the site, there are no communication
opportunities available on the site. Some advertisements on the left-hand side of the
main page are not supposed to be distractors since they are mostly on other ESL/EFL
resources. Extended links to other general resources and website directories for learning
English also enrich the content of the site. Learning chocolate could be a good resource
for teachers in search of activities that students can do independently. The site makes
vocabulary learning and practice fun for students, which is hard to achieve in

conventional language classroom.

English4u
URL: (http://www.english-4u.de/grammar_exercises.htm)

It is an ideal site for grammar mastery. Side bar menu on the left displays all the
components of the content and the simple design of the site layout makes it easy to use.
In the grammar exercises section, neatly indexed and graded (e.g.easy, intermediate,
difficult) sentence completion exercises with direct feedback afford students a textbook
like, regular grammar practice. Though mechanical, they direct students’ focus on the
form aspect of the language. In addition, tutorial support in the grammar section proves
to be useful. Moreover, multiple choice quizzes and texts, crosswords and drag and
match type vocabulary quizzes classified as nouns, jobs, and so on, irregular verbs and

in addition a variety of quizzes (e.g. crosword, multiple choice, gap fill) on countries
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and cities regarding the targer culture(s) (UK, USA, Canada) accompanied with color
photos are other sections provided in the main menu. This website is ideal for grammar

and vocabulary mastery of students.

Goethe-Tests:
URL:(http://goethe-verlag.com/tests/GE/GE.HTM )

Goethe-Tests has been set up by Goethe-Verlag. The site provides free tests on
translation in 25 languages and 600 language combinations. The students choose their
native language by using the drop-drown menu and try English-Turkish translation
exercises classified as easy and advanced. The students can build their vocabulary skills
and the sentence level, gap fill type of exercises (e.g.one word each one) can promote
students’ awareness regarding the use of English and add variety to their online

experience.

Phrasalverbdemon.com

URL: (http://www.phrasalverbdemon.com/quizzesintro.htm/)

This user-friendly and current website has navigatable buttons displayed on top
ot the homepage including sections such as particles, quizzes, games, grammar, verb
list, listening, corpus and so on. As verified by the webmaster, Juan Antonio Perez
Herrera, the level exercises are updated regularly. Drag and match quizzes on varied
topics such as Rise & Shine, let’s party, and so on; listening section providing authentic
audio texts with slow motion and hide/show options for the text presented with
highlighted parts for new vocabulary items along with their definitions with sample
sentences given below the text; phrasal verbs list with definitions, and interaction
opportunity with other visitors to the site on yahooMessenger, twitter, facebook and on
the site blog are good features of the website. Whereas there are some broken links and
incomplete parts in games, video and particles sections, and no quizzez are provided for
the listening texts. Contact info, newsletter option and external links to radio stations

such as BBC Radio London and other ESL/EFL websites add variety to the content of
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the website. All levels can find some materials fitting to their needs on this smallsized

website.

Audio Pictionary:

URL: (http://www.languageguide.org/english/)

Topic-based basic vocabulary building activities come out in audio and life-like
color pictures providing visual input on neatly classified themes such as body, nature,
clothing and so on. The students can see spelling and hear the pronunciation of the
vocabulary items dispayed one by one just by moving the cursor over the images.
Moreover, related vocabulary is displayed in empty bubbles located around the images
in the same way in that a comprehensive whole unit of basic vocabulary items are made
available not only for beginners but also higher proficiency level students. This highly
interactive tool is perfect for both vocabulary retention and also pronunciation.
Similarly, my-english-dictionary.com (http://www.my-english-dictionary.com) is a
similar site with A-Z indexed word lists covering 12 items in each category displayed
with pictures and audio for the pronunciation. Video version of some of the categories
and downloadable practice sheets are also available for the students and the teachers as
well. Visuwords.com (http://visuwords.com) is an online graphical dictionary and
thesaurus. It produces a visual dictionary of the words with the meanings and their
associations with other words and concepts. Although appropriate for intermediate or
higher level students, beginner level students can also utilize this tool. Visual
Thesaurus ( http://www.visualthesaurus.com) is another comprehensive interactive tool
for word search supported with visuals. Harcourt’s ESL  Glossary
(http://www.harcourtscholl.com/glossary/esl) is a kind of talking dictionary with
visuals. Definition and pronunciation of words along with a couple of sample sentences
are provided for the students. It is a very useful tool for vocabulary and pronunciation
skills. Compared to classical online dictionaries such as Cambridge
(http://dictionary.cambridge.org) and Merriamwebster (http://merriam-
webster.com/cgi-bin/mwwod.pl/) online dictionaries providing text-based input, these
aforementioned dictionaries are more conducive in terms of availability of visual and

aural input.
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4.2.2. Sample websites for academic English reference, academic and general English

tests.

The following websites are selected as they provide resources and practice
opportunity for TOEIC, TOEFL and FCE examinations preparations and diagnostic
tests for self-evaluation purposes and reference materials focusing on academic English
skills such as academic vocabulary, common errors, presentation tips and note taking

tips and so on.

EnglishJet.com
URL: (http://www.englishjet.com/english_courses_files/tests.htm)

This website comes from Englishjet, a leading consultant in Spain for in-house
language programmes. The site provides practise opportunity for the First Certificate in
English (FCE) by Cambridge English Language Courses and test results online in that it
proves to be a proper tool for the students aiming to succeed at this exam. With its
plenty of level tests (e.g. from beginners through advanced) providing input for English
study skills evaluation and online language tests along with penfriends, chatroom
sections for communication opportunity and resources section including external links
to online dictionaries, games, songs, newpapers as well as other ESL/EFL websites, it is

a great tool regarding the students’ FCE examination preparation in particular.

Similarly, ExamEnglish.com (http://www.examenglish.com/) is another useful
site. Well-indexed layout of the website contains links to Free Online Practice Tests for
the most important international ESL/EFL exams: IELTS, TOEFL, TOEIC, and the
Cambridge ESOL exams such as CAE, FCE, and PET. The students can also find out
information about the different exams. English_Test.Net (http://www.english-test.net/)
also provides practice for learners’ understanding of English with a series of free,
graded online tests aimed at students’ taking TOEIC and TOEFL examinations.The
content covers tests, listening exercises, grammar, vocabulary exercises all suplied in
multiple choice form with direct feedback, and games. As a source providing practice

for exam preparation, the site is useful whereas wide amount of advertisements on other
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EFL/ESL websites, TOEIC or TOEFL eaxamination resources and products can easily
distract the students’ attention, and also makes the site hard to navigate as it looks
messy at a first glance. Flo-Joe (http://www.flo-joe.co.uk/fce/students/index.htm ) is an
award-winning website -(2003 British Council Innovation award)- set up by a privately
owned company based in Birmingham, United Kingdom by Fiona Joseph and Peter
Travis, providing an effective exam focused, self-study resources that teach and test the
students on the skills such as reading, writing, use of English, collocations, phrasal
verbs presented in varied forms such as multiple choice, cloze texts, gapped texts, key
word transformation with score as feedback. In writing class section, the students can
see CAE writing task-sheets submitted by other learners and corrected by Fiona Joseph.
Student Forum brings the students together with other candidates for help and suppport.
The students can get regular advice and tips from Flo-Joe teachers on FCE. As stated by
Flo-Joe webmasters, this site seems to achieve to get the students to appreciate how
learning online can be enjoyable and effective. Resembling the other aforementioned
websites, English Daily (http:/www.englishdaily626.com/tfvocab.php?081) also
provides a comprehensive list of TOEFL vocabulary and examination with direct
feedback along with topic-based idioms (American) such as Money talks, spill the
beans, and so on, common mistakes in English, grammar explanations, English daily
conversations, and so on. This user-friendly, interactive tool is highly informative and

useful for the students. The other websites selected provide samples of diagnostic tests

to provide self-evaluation opportunity for students [e.g.
Britishcouncil.learnEnglishcentral (http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-
central-test-test-your-level.htm) or englishenglish.com.

(http://englishenglish.com/englishtest.htm)]

Academicvocabularyexercises.com

URL: (www.academicvocabularyexercises.com/ )

The site provides the Academic Word List (the AWL) compiled by Averil
Coxhead from the Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. The site contains
171 gap-fill exercises to review and recycle the general word families contained with

the AWL. Many of the level exercises include different derivations (parts of speech
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such as noun, verb, adjective, and so on) for the given words. Regarding feedback, the
students are encouraged to complete the exercises for the given level before proceeding
to the next level. The site engages the students to online academic vocabulary learning
with its interactive materials in that it is a beneficial tool for students academic

vocabulary retention.

Common Errors in English

URL: (http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/errors/errors.html#errors/)

The online version of the highly informative and useful book “Common Errors
in English Usage” by Paul Brain, Emeritus Professor of English, Washington State
University, the USA, provides a comprehensive, A-to-Z indexed information, which
broadens the students’ vision on the use of English to a great extend. Other websites in
the Academic English section provides information on presentation techniques needed
for the students’ academic study (e.g.
http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/presentations/presentationsList.htm) or note taking skills
(e.g. http://www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/oral/; or http://www.english-

zone.com/study/symbols.html)

4.2.3. Sample websites for listening and pronunciation skills

The following sample websites provide students with learning and practice
opportunity via a variety of instructional and authentic aural and visual materials.
Sample websites for the pronunciation section are required in that as stated in the
English Online France website, sounding English is not just a question of pronouncing
individual sounds correctly, much more important to be able to control the rhythm and
stress of what is said. Having a feeling for English pronunciation not only helps students

to be understood by other people, it also helps students to understand native speakers.
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ESL Cyber Listening Lab:
URL: (http://www.esl-lab.com/)

The original design of this multimedia listening website helps language learners
develop and enhance their listening comprehension skills in English through self-study
practice. The rich content of the materials presented according to level of difficulties,
the topics and purposes are displayed neatly on the homepage in that it is a user-friendly
site. There are lots of authentic conversations in this website. The site covers not only
functional language topics (e.g. shopping, language learning tips, life tips, job hunting,
buying cars, housing, complaining or renting etc) but also simulated TV or radio
programs. Besides, it also includes longer listening practice or quizzes for academic
purpose such as TOEFL or TOEIC. The way the exercises presented facilitates their
comprehension in that each activity prompts students to read pre-listening questions and
then to click on the audio component. After listening to the dialogue or story, students
complete a number of quizzes testing vocabulary, and general listening comprehension.
The answers are assessed and a score is provided. Some activities contain post-listening
tasks and explanations to answers. In addition, links to bulletin boards and a voice
mailbox allow students to interact with other users.This is an ideal tool for self-directed

learning and can also be integrated into regular class work.

Elllo.org.
URL: (http://www.elllo.org/)

This user—friendly site with its main menu displayed on the homepage contains
listening materials available in good quality audio (MP3) or video formats with clear
voice presented in combination with vivid color photos, which make them more
appealing. The authentic listening texts in the form of interviews with native speakers
afford the students’ exposure to natural, spoken English, and accent variations. The
downloadable listening texts and audio come out in follow up slide quizzes for
vocabulary, which provides oral feedback (definition and sample sentences) along with
text feedback, comprehension quizzes in multiple choice form, language notes on usage,

and ‘questions for the students available in audio and text version in that these plenty of
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exercises provide effective and efficient input for listening skills’ reinforcement along
with pronunciation. In Songs section, which is a fun and motivating way to practise
listening, the students can catch the lyrics displayed on the screen while listening.
Animated news casts with six stories and talking points on test taking skills aim to help
students with the standardized tests such as TOEFL, TOEIC and IELTS. Video lessons
can help students with their reading and listening skills in that the students are
instructed to practise summarizing and note taking after viewing the subtitled videos
and reading the text by clicking the ‘CC’ button.The students can get in touch with
other users worldwide via Elllo tweet as well. This site proves to be an ideal online
support material in terms of listening comprehension and pronunciation skills

betterment.

Lingual.net

URL: (http://www.lingual.net/lingualproductitems/ )

Lingual.net helps the students learn English through short movie trailers
categorized accordingly such as drama, animation, documentary and so on. Each trailer
is available with or without subtitles, play and pause option along with synopsis as a
short introduction, a comprehension quiz in multiple choice format with direct
feedback, comment section and finally check the script part. These sets of activities
increase the students’ interaction with the materials presented. The students can check
the chat center where they can interact with other users online. The site also welcomes
the students’ submissions. It is a fun and effective way to enhance the students’
listening comprehension skills. When commenting on the viewed trailers, the students
are motivated to write for a community online in that writing skills can also be
reinforced Movie trailers are a fun way of online listening practice whereas the trailers

do not download as quickly as expected.

A similar website is yappr.com (http://en.yappr.com/welcome/VideoList.
action). It offers short authentic videos with transcript available with hide/show option.
Good quality videos with clear voice available in slow motion option to hear the

transcript slow down facilitate comprehensibility. A double click on any word on the
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transcript gives definition in a pop-up window in that it is very practical. The students
can leave their comments in the text below the videos. However, one disadvantage of
this site is that students have to pay a fee ($29.55 annualy) to get unlimited access to all
videos and other materials available on this site. Until then, they can view the ones free

access sign on them. Whatever the case, it is a great tool to enhance listening skills

Adult Learning Activities-California Distance learning Project.

URL: (http://www.cdlponline.org/)

This site has been set up by the California State University and the Sacramento
County office of Education to build the learners’ reading and life skills. The learners
choose a topic such as law and government, school, health & safety, and so on, and then
do a variety of related activities by clicking on the short reading texts available mostly
in audio or video as well. The activities range reading the text while listening or
viewing, listening the new vocabulary items, spelling the new words as they hear,
matching game for the definitions, multiple choice comprehension questions and
another quiz on comprehension, and finally writing a comment to the question to be
published on the site. To keep track of the students’ progress, the students can send the
printer-friendly version of their scores to their teachers via e-mail or print it for
themselves just by filling out the form provided. It is a useful tool to improve reading
and listening comprehension skills along with writing skill, and vocabulary acquisition.
The site also stimulates culture learning as it provides information about many aspects

of American system and lifestyle.

Simple English News
URL: (http://www.simpleenglishnews.com/)

As stated by the webmaster, Sam Margolis, a former teacher and journalist from
the USA, Simple English News aims to make the daily news more readable to help
learners learn English. The students listen to the simplified version of the short news
articles pesented in catagories, and then they can leave their comment via voice mail,

which is a great way of practising spoken skills. The materials can be shared on twitter,
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facebook, or other social network by students via e-mail. The site also provides English
tests in multiple choice, grammar quizzes, English in 30 seconds videos in addition to
audio materials, and much more. Links to external EFL/ESL websites also enrich the
content. As the materials semi-authentic, low proficiency students will not be
challenged while revising the site content. Similarly, Voice of America: Special
English (http://www1.voanews.com/learningenglish/home/) VOA Special English
provides good quality, slow pace audio articles available in downloadable MP3 format
and the double-click any word on the texts gives the definition in the Merriam-Webster
dictionary, and the students can leave a comment if they like or they can share the audio
file on social media such as yahoo or facebook. In my VOA community section, the
students access to forums in categories of interest to communicate with people and they
can also connect with people via VOA facebook, twitter, youtube pages. This
innovative, current and regularly up-dated website affords the students a full, feature-
rich online English practice and learning experience. Not only for listening but also for
other language skills, VOA Special English is a great tool whereas it is challenging for

low proficiency level students

eslfast.com

URL: (http://www .eslfast.com/easydialogs/index.html)

Lots of sample audio dialogues with clear voice and slow motion option
available for each easy conversation topic classified accordingly such as daily life,
entertainment, transportation, sports and so on, offer a great source for beginner level
students, in particular, as the comprehensible audio and text input can give the students
a sense of achievement, which is motivating for their pursuit of language learning.

However, the lack of assessment as follow-up activity is a disadvantage for this site.

theLingQ.com:
URL: (http://www.thelinguist.com/en/en/library/)

The best part of the LingQ.com is its rich authentic audio materials such as

podcasts with transcript which afford the students exposure to the target language. This



54

current website dating back 2002 by Steve Kaufmann is easy to navigate and very
attractive in terms of its visually appealing photos and pictures. The students have
access to thematic audio texts whereas there are no quizzes to check comprehension.
Pronunciation, writing, study tips and culture sections along with interaction
opportunity with online community of other learners and native speakers via LingQ
forums or blogs or live conversations, and so on are other useful tools provided on the
site. This innovative site with its beginners section, one of which is for absolute
beginners, is a motivating, fun and effective tool to supplement formal FTF classroom

learning.

English Online France

URL: (http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=english-pronunciation-exercises/)

The site provides tutorials and interactive exercises regarding pronunciation
topics such as the rhythm of English, Stress and Schwa, Stressed syllabes, voiced and
voiceless sounds, minimal pairs, which the students find quite challenging to
comprehend, and the teachers face difficulty in finding supplementary resources to
reinforce their mastery. In that sense, it is a useful tool. As stated on the site, these
pronunciaton exercises encourage student autonomy because they lead students to build
their own criteria for how to produce English sounding sentences. Similarly, Virtual
Learning Centre (http://www.edict.com.hk/vlc/pronunciation/) provides students an
extensive pronunciation guide and revision exercises for self-evaluation. Neatly indexed
materials covering topics such as vowels, consonants, the organs of speech, and so on

are presented in color figures.It is a useful site for the mastery of pronunciation skills.

Fonetiks.org (www.fonetiks.org/) is another site with its rich content covering online
pronunciation guides to 9 varieties of the English language and 9 other languages
available in instant sound and pronunciation samples by over 40 native speakers. The
students click on a flag to open a dictionary. Indeed, it provides plenty of materials on
pronunciation, spoken English rules and oral dictation with links to other websites

(e.g.http://www.spokenenglish.org/ or http://www.dictationsonline.com/).
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howjsay.com (http://www.howjsay.com/index.php?word=pronunciation&submit=Submit/)
is a very useful tool and works like a free talking dictionary. The students just enter the
word in the blank provided to hear the pronunciaton of the word. It is very practical and
links to other related websites, and feedback on how to in help section is available as

well.

4.2.4. Sample websites for games:

Games provide a fun and interactive way of English practise and visually
appealing designs accompanying sound effects can attract the students’ attention and
interest in that they motivate the students, add variety, and the students can learn

implicitly just by engaging in a series of fun activities.

FREE RICE
URL: (http://www.freerice.com/index.php)

This recent site dating back to 2007 by Berkmam Centre for Internet and Society
for Harvard University and The United Nations World Food Programme offer
interactive multiple choice exercises on general English -vocabulary and grammar - and
other subjects (e.g. Geography, Art, Chemistry, Maths). For each answer the students
get right, the site donates 10 grains of rice through the World Food programme to help
end hunger. The students can also watch Free rice being distributed on the video. FAQ
and contact information are available. In an era when the social responsibility gains
much more importance, the students will be motivated to pursue their interaction with

the materials on this site. They will also improve their language skills.

BBCWordMaster
URL: (http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flash/wordmaster/)

BBCWordMaster provides interactive, level (e.g. easy, medium, difficult)
vocabulary games with timer. The students beat the clock to maximize their score. The

students need to spell the word by clicking on the letters just below the sentence
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displayed with a gap on the screen, if they guessed rigt; they score a point and then click
to listen to the sentence for pronunciation. They get instant feedback with sound and see
their score for the correct options whereas they cannot proceed until they supply the
right option. This interactive tool is both fun and effective for vocabulary and the use of

English improvement.

Vocabulary.CO.IL.:
URL:http://www.vocabulary.co.il/

This site is very useful in that it includes level games with timer for test
preparation and vocabulary building purposes. The visually appealing colour
combinations on interactive materials with direct feedback, reliable and rich content
covering salient features of English language such as parts of speech, root word, suffix,
syllable, synonym, antonym, analogy, compound word, Homophone, idioms, prefix,
and so on makes the site worth revising thoroughly by the students.The teachers can
easily integrate the content into their curriculum or they can direct their students to the

site for self-study purposes.

4.2.5. Websites for reading comprehension skills

The sample websites provides reading materials supported visually and aurally
in that they enable students to practise a variety of language skills with a main focus on
reading and all in all, they are interactive by nature unlike the passive readings on

textbooks.

Isabel’s ESL Site: English as a Foreign/Second Language:
URL: (http://www.isabelperez.com/)

This site has been developed and maintained by the Spanish Secondary English
teacher Isabel Pérez Torres. It is a site awarded with two prizes, one of which is "The
European Label for innovative projects in language teaching and learning" in 2005

given by the European agency and the Spanish Ministry of Education. The site template
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is simple and the main menu with its indexed categories is displayed on the main
screen. Navigation is easy and pages are downloaded quite fast; however, there are a
few broken links in a few sections. Grammar, vocabulary and culture sections of the site
were last updated in 2008; reading and writing sections in 2006. The best feature of
interactive learning materials, in particular for reading section, is availability of plenty
of cloze type quizzes covering current topics such as mobile phones, Bill Gates, fast
food, and so on, along with multiple choices reading comprehension quizzes, some of
which has time allotment as well. However, there are no links to online dictionaries to
support students for the new vocabulary items. Vocabulary exercises which offer topic-
based vocabulary games and quizzes and culture learning section with a selection of
reading comprehension tests or cloze type quizzes on festivities and special celebrations
in Britain, pronunciation, puzzles, cloze type quizzes on celebrities and famous people,
and so on and in addition selected links to other websites also add variety and offer
choice to learners. Feedback provided for the tests and quizzes are direct feedback with
no additional explanation for the wrong options. The rich content promotes reading
skills and offers contextualized vocabulary practice. The site is also very effective in
terms of a sound comprehension of form and meaning aspect of English tenses by
beginner level students of EFL as its grammar section namely ‘Happy Tenses’ covers
reference materials with color figures along with multiple choice quizzes, sentence
formation, matching and gap fill quizzes with feedback, which is very informative. The
site is visually quite appealing with its color schema and vivid photos for the materials,
whereas it lacks support for listening skills improvement and writing skill is not
emphasized, and communication option is not available. Nevertheless, the site seems
quite effective in order to supplement grammar, lexicon and reading skills competency

of low level EFL students and elementary level English learners.

English Language Centre Study Zone

URL: (web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/)

The Study Zone by the University of Victoria, is simple in design; therefore, it is
easy to navigate and there are no broken links for the level exercises from beginner up

to advanced covering language topics, namely grammar and reading aiming to create
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interesting and engaging English-language exercises. Although the site dates back to
1998, it is verified that it has recently been updated in 2010 regarding the lessons,
design, navigation, and code in the site. The content is highly reliable with accurate and
useful materials. Therefore, this website has been cited for both in grammar reference
and exercises and reading skills sections of this study. The interactive exercises such as
multiple choice questions with direct feedback followed by tutorial for each grammar
topic, gap-fill and text construction quizzes by ordering sentences with the click of a
mouse to form the original reading text and cloze type quizzes sometimes with hint
option offer a wide variety of choice to learners. Visual input provided for beginner
level grammar, vocabulary, reading materials in the form of vivid color pictures
accompanying questions and also in other level sections for some exercises make online
English practise quite enjoyable for learners. Help section for navigating the site and
clear and informative instructions providing feedback facilitate its usability. Academic
reading skills such as skimming, scanning, critical reading are emphasized in the upper-
level materials followed by pre-reading for vocabulary matching, reading
comprehension in multiple choice quiz with time limit and vocabulary matching
followed by writing a summary which could be e-mailed to the teacher or printed out
make the site more effective. The students could use ELC Study Zone Blog to ask for
feedback, share ideas with native peer groups globally. This adds authenticity to the
site. The materials provided could be integrated into the curriculum ideally. The free
units from Study zones online courses such as Basic writing level 2, Intermediate
writing, Basic Listening, and so on also extend the content. Writing tips and grammar

reference are quite useful in terms of writing and vocabulary improvement.

Virtual learning Centre

URL: http://www.edict.com.hk/vlc/cloze/cloze.htm

The site provides twelve cloze type readind texts with built-in dictionary in that
double-click on any word gives the dictionary entry for the word dispayed in a pop-up
window just below the text. Thanks to the innovative web technology, the students can
see the Turkish equilavent of most of the vocabulary items by just moving the cursor

over them. As stated in the site,all the texts have unique word and frequency profiles
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which can be viewed by clicking on ‘words’ and ‘frequency’ icons displayed above the
texts. Direct feedback is provided with no hint option for the texts. This tool is useful

for vocabulary building and reading comprehension skills.

ESLfast.com
URL: (http://www.eslfast.com/supereasy/index.htm)

The recently set up site (2009-2010) offers short easy readings with audio and
three follow-up activities: vocabulary for the new words provided with link to
Dictionary.com, cloze type with hint and immediate feedback, and unscramble words
for sentence construction by clicking on words. 200 short texts to choose from with a
link to Google images to help students visualize the words add variety and work as a
visual input. Whereas the very slow pace of audio recordings sound unnatural.
Considering beginner level students, the site can prove to be effective to facilitate their
reading comprehension and also familiarize them with online reading practice. This tool
is useful as it combines text with audio in that the students can practice both skills along

with vocabulary retention.

esolcourses.com

URL: (http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/reading.html )

The reading section of “esolcourses” includes interactive reading materials
classified accordingly from Beginners through Upper-Intermediate learners and
available with usage and activity type notes for each one. This innovative site makes the
online reading practice fun and effective for students due to its attractive color photos
and images accompanying activities and vast variety of interactive materials such as
gap-fill, multiple choice, cloze texts, crosswords and so on, and the rich content
covering the topics starting from the basic concepts such as telling the time and
developing through more complex ones such as scanning, skimming, and culture

readings. The site is conducive to enhance and improve reading comprehension skills.
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Timelines 2.0

URL: (http://www .xtimeline.com/)

As stated on this recently set up site (2008-2010), the timeline tool developed as
a resource for history education and for debate over current issues and it offers
biographical timelines for celebrities and famous people. Moreover, the students can

create their own timelines to contribute to the site or comment to the discussion board.

bio. TRUE STORY (http://www.biography.com/) also provides biography of famous

people in its content.

SearchBiography.com (http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/timeline/blachistory.jsp)
covers biography of famous people in history and also recent past presented in video
podcasts and a follow-up quiz. These sites are fun and interesting to revise by the

students as they combine appealing audio and visually interactive materials.

Famous People Lessons.com

(http://www.famouspeoplelessons.com/) by Sean Banville, the developer of six other
ESL/EF websites (e.g. Breaking News English.com) accessible via links on this
website, provides biography of famous people and extensive activities covering
downloadable lesson plans with MP3 and answer key covering vocabulary, listening,
reading comprehension, writing and oral discussion and homework sections- and in
addition online exercises in multiple choice form with direct feedback. These websites
are useful in a sense that the students frequently need to read and write about famous
people in their regular learning context and these sites will both empower their learning

and also make their learning experiences more interactive.

4.2.6. Sample websites for writing skills

The selected websites cover materials for general and academic writing skills

along with tips on related skills such as spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and some

linguistic features, and so on.
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esl.fis.edu:

URL: http://esl.fis.edu/learners/writing/index.htm

The writing section of esl.fis.edu contains many materials to help the students
practice the varios aspects of written English including spelling and punctuation. There
are a number of texts to correct and complete and many different kinds of word games.
Other materials cover creative writing practice, text construction, writing a journal and
links to other external websites. With its interactive materials and tutorial support and
rich content, it is a useful and reliable tool to suplement writing skills. Purdue online
writing lab (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/oldindex.html) developed specifically for
writing skills by Purdue University, in Indiana, U.S., provides reliable, accurate and
well-organized materials covering tutorials and follow-up downloadable free exercises
addressing to the students and the teachers respectively. In this respect, the site can be
an ideal reference tool and a supplement for FTF writing practices. With regard to
academic writing skills, the two websites developed by the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University English language Centre, seem to be of use to a great extend. One is
(http://dev.elc.polyu.edu.hk/smproject/intro.html), in which step by step tutorials on
academic writing skills such as writing a memo, letters, e-mails, paragraph writing, and
so on are presented in the indexed menu on the homepage displayed. The other one
(http://dev.elc.polyu.edu.hk/smproject/intro.htm) includes all indexed essay writing
tutorials covering topics such as definition, classification, comparison&contrast,
Cause&Effect, Problem Solution, Hypothesis, and so on along with follow-up exercises.
This site proves to be a great tool to support and empower the students faced the

challenge of essay writing process.
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4.2.7. Sample websites for speaking skills.

Virsona:

URL: (http://www.virsona.com/index.aspx)

This innovative and recent site (2009) enables students to chat with historical
(e.g. Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein) or fictional (e.g. Pocahontas) characters by
creating an avatar of themselves (a virtual character of theirs). Hence, registration is
required for an account to access the tools in the site. The students can learn, search and
have fun during their stay in the site. Although text based chat is available, the site is
very conducive to improve the students’ competency in terms of functional language
use and it can enhance their interaction skills. The site offers services to enable the
teachers to use this tool in their classrooms as well. It is a very motivating and fun tool
to use by the students. Similarly, the students can chat with animated, fake ‘Captain
Kirk’ and other figures online at (http://alicebot.blogspot.com/), or they can also interact
with two robots at (http://www.eslfast.com/robot/). They can choose ‘Tutor Mike’ or
‘Shopping Robot’. These text-based chatting with robots enable the students to interact
with the virtual characters online in that they will be able to develop their interactional

skill in a stress free and enjoyable way.

englishcentral.com

URL: (http://www.englishcentral.com/en/videos)

This unique speech recognition platform allows the students to practice speaking
with any video they choose and then get instant feedback on how well they are doing.
They click on a video to watch it available with show/hide option for the subtitles and
slow motion option to hear the lines slowed down and the speech recognization tool.
Graded videos (easy, medium, hard) are segmented/fabricated for the pursue of
language learning in that they can record their voice sentence by sentence and the
instant feedback is provided orally and in text and their score is displayed at the end.
Moreover, a double-click on any word provides the definition in a new pop-up window.

This site is a great tool for prounciation and oral skills improvement. Good quality
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authentic videos on current and interesting topics and visually attractive media makes
the site appealing for students. english-at-home.com (http://www.english-at-
home.com/real-life-english/) and BBCLearning English

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/howto/index.shtml)  are
selected since they provide tutorials and practise on the kind of language the students
need to use in face-to-face conversation with another person. These tools are of great
support for the students as they are challenged in terms of their mastery in their regular
FTF contexts. The rich content covering fuctional language usage topics such as making
suggestions, requests, offers, invitations, complaints, interviewing and being
interviewed, eliciting information and talking about problems, and so on and
accompanying self-assessment materials with instant feedback and media-richness of

these tools make them eligible options .

Sample language exchange websites, discussion forums, and chat rooms.

These tools have been selected as they can afford real interaction opportunity for

students and and also leverage oral skills of these learners in a real sense.

Interpals:

URL: http://www.interpals.net/language exchange.php

As aforementioned, this site allows learners to correspond electronically via e-
mail. Learners can both connent with their peer groups worldwide and also practice
language in a natural setting, and moreover gain a cultural insight. Penpal sites are all
access free whereas these sites require a free registration process to set up an account to
locate keypals for e-mail exchanges.

Similarly, language exchange websites (e.g.Livemocha.com (http://www.livemocha.com/

xLingo (http://www.languageexchange.org/) provide students a tandem learning
environment. As learning in tandem is always based on communication between
members of different language communities and cultures, it also facilitates intercultural
learning. Language exchange websites not only provides email exchages but also text

chat, voice chat, discussion forums and blogs available on these sites provide other
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electronic communication channels to learners in that they can enrich their online
learning experiences. Moreover, external links to other ESL/EFL websites and related
blogs and authentic resources such as direct links to British or American media also

extend their content.

Additionally, as aforementioned discussion forum (e.g. Dave's ESL Cafe's
Student Discussion Forums (http://forums.eslcafe.com/student/) and chat rooms (e.g.
Chat Room in Englishbaby.com (http://www.englishbaby.com/community/chat) enable
students interract with native speakers of the TL, and also reinforce their oral interaction

skills.

4.2.8. Sample websites from futher links section

The sites in Further links section also provide materials covering almost every
aspect of learning English and they are quite useful and motivating tools to enhance and
empower learners to a great extend.They also include in-depth resources to support

teachers.

BBC World Service - Learning English:

URL: (www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish)

This site by the BBC World Service constitutes an ideal whole online language
learning course with its comprehensive materials for ESL/EFL learners. Although threre
is no level specification for the materials, an adequate level of proficiency is required to
utilize the site throughly. What makes the site easy to navigate is its regular layout with
the main menu indexed on the left-hand sidebar, which is also displayed on the opening
screen with a direct link to BBC home page at the top. The clear and accurate content
provide useful information that contributes to learning effectiveness. The site mainly
uses simplified news stories to present English in context in their ‘6 Minute English’
section. Along with pronunciation and listening comprehension support provided with
their downloadable audio texts (podcasts accompanied with script available in

highlighted new vocabulary items in context for learner focus), this section fosters
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vocabulary retention of learners by providing new vocabulary items with explanations
available with ‘show all/hide all’ option as follow up below the audio texts. Reports on
real-life and current events provide up-to-date and valuable linguistic data in the target
language in that authenticity is achieved.In addition, related BBC links provides
extensive support for learners. The site is extremely appealing to learners as it combines
advanced multimedia features of the web, namely text, audio and video into its highly
interactive materials with timely and appropriate feedback along with FAQ section.
Hence, this ideal context serves to the needs of auditory, visual and kinesthetic leaners.
Advanced CMC tools integrated such as student blog, message boards and the site’s
connection to social networks such as twitter, facebook and youtube provide students
social interaction opportunities with real people from the target culture in authentic
contexts. The site covers so many language materials such as contextualized, short
multiple choice quizzes on varied topics and indirect text feedback for right options,
pronunciation tips and quizzes, grammar challenge on tricky grammatical structures
(audio, text and follow-up quiz) and phrasal verbs and idioms in audio accompanied
with text and follow-up quiz, and much more that teachers could easily integrate the
downloadable items into their syllabus accordingly or assign them to their learners for
self-directed learning. However, a series of audio texts with quizzes section called ‘The
Flatmates’ is not accessible as it is directed on youtube, to which the ministry of
communication has long been blocked access in Turkey. This user-friendly, highly
innovative and informative site proves to be a best tool to enrich and empower formal

FTF language classroom practices.

esolcourses.com:

URL: (http://www.esolcourses.com/)

The site is run by Sue Lyon-Jones, a Bio webhead, multimedia designer, TEFL
professional from England. The display of all components with visual clues on the
homepage and A-Z index provided at the top ensures the ease of navigation and
browsing through links on the website. The site offers listening activities, reading
exercises, quizzes and games along with culture component in ‘Life in the UK’ section

which covers video based multiple choice type quizzes and other quizzes on British Life
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and Culture and business English section for related vocabulary and content-based
activities such as talking about jobs, applying for jobs, formal & informal English, and
so on, which is also useful for functional language skills development of learners. The
site is of use to all levels as it provides graded courses from beginners to advanced
levels. The site uses advanced multimedia available in video and audio-based listening
quizzes and other interactive quizzes in context such as quizzes on varied topics such as
Hobbies and Sports, the Environment, using computers, and so on. Visually supported
materials with video and good quality color images not only enrich the learning context
but also increase the learners’ engagement with the language items on focus by
providing an authentic learning experience. Direct text feedback provided with a pop-up
window for the wrong and right choices and specific help on how to manage the
materials provided are supportive for learners. The site is last updated on June 2009,
and new features are added July 2010, and the content is accurate and reliable. The blog
service provides both communication opportunity and new, updated language materials
to learners. Learners could join the community of esolcourse.com users worldwide via
social networks like Twitter or Facebook. They could also share the activities with their
peers by posting them to their Facebook account. The site content proves to be in line
with EFL curricula in general and therefore could be integrated into formal language
classroom practices. This user-friendy innovative site is perfect as an enhancement of
FTF EFL classroom with its loads of varied materials in terms of listening, reading,
grammar, and vocabulary related skills and improvement whereas writing skill is not

emphasized in the site.

ESLBlues.com:
URL: (http://www.collegeem.qc.ca/cemdept/anglais/trouindx.htm)

The pedagogical content and flash code belongs to Eifion Pritchard, profesor of
E-learning software from university of Alberta, Canada. The page was last updated on
February 18th, 2010. It is a highly reliable, current and innovative site. As stated by the
webmaster many pages are being redesigned for both smartphone and desktop viewing.
The layout of the page is well-organized and there is a navigation note for the first-time

users. Alphabetical main index and hyperlinks to sub-indexes at top of the homepage
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make the site quite user-friendly. The site is perfect for grammar, vocabulary and
reading comprehension skills although the targeted level is pre-intermediate to high-
intermediate level, there are some relatively easy materials suitable for lower levels
such as quizzes on verb be. Diagnostic quizzes and contextualized grammar and
vocabulary learning materials such as topic-based dialogue completion quizzes make
the materials more meaningful regarding learning effectiveness. All materials are
displayed by topic, and type of the activity to facilitate learners’ choice of activities.
The rich content covers quizzes on grammar topics such as adjectives, adverbs,
animated grammar tutorials with or without sound, verb tense quizzes, common errors
dealed in troubleshooting section of the site, which is linked to some of the quizzes to
provide compehensible, multi-feedback to learners, vocabulary for problem words
available in timed multiple choice game-like quizzes with score at the end, reading
activities available in pre-reading quizzes for vocabulary, multiple choice quiz for
comprehension along with tutorials for academic reading skills, common errors section
from students’ compositions, and so on. There are no advertisements that could distract
learners’ attention. Highly interactive quizzes and contextualized materials enhance
learning effectiveness. Although communication option is not available in the site, the
learners engagement with the materials could be ensured in terms of achieving an

adequate level of linguistic competency.

4.3. Conclusion:

Referring to the analysis of the sample websites presented in this chapter,
EFL/ESL websites can be asserted to afford learners an ideal supplementary medium to
enhance their receptive and productive skills efficiency to a great extent provided they
are applied with relevance to curriculum and learners’ needs and targeted learning
outcomes so that learning effectiveness can be ensured. Naturally, no website can offer
all the components involved in English learning to meet the needs of all kinds of
learners (Yuan, 2009:10). However, it is a fact that they bear a real pedagogical
potential to reinforce TL proficiency and promote linguistic skills. The next chapter will
be on overview of the study, pedagogical implications, further sugestions and

conclusion.



CHAPTER V

5. CONCLUSION

5.1. Overview of the Study

As stressed by Kang (2009): www.well.ac.uk/menu.htmlpower):

Information flows from input via process to output. No matter how conveniently
the information is accessed and how efficiently it is presented, the crucial question here
will be how a learner will digest it, retain it, retrieve it later and produce the output out
of it. With web-enhanced language instruction, we may shorten the input steps and
provide the different range of language input to learners, but, from learners' point of
view, the main tasks still remain the same: to try to digest input and produce output as a
result. In this sense, web-enhanced language instruction should focus not only on
the input (contents presented) but also on the learner’s process (attention, recognition,
and retrieval of the information) and output (use, performance, evaluation and

application).

In view of this account, it can be concluded that however ideal the input received
in formal FTF classroom, there is an inevitable need for further reinforcement so as the
input provided will become an intake for successful language learning, in EFL contexts
in particular. Hence, this study aimed to prove that as WBLRs, EFL/ESL websites bear
the pedagogical potential to serve to this end in that they can ideally be used to
supplement and reinforce the formal FTF classroom practices by improving the quality
and quantity of learning/teaching English. Providing a database of these user-friendly
websites (e.g.the webpage designed for this study) will facilitate their utilization by the

students. As the focus of this study, not only receptive skills and macro-skills such as
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grammar and lexical knowledge but also productive skills can be enhanced by
employing these tools accordingly.As the learners have positive feelings about learning
language via the Internet, they will be more motivated practising English on these sites.
As highlighted by Warschauer (1996,Cited in Pala,2005:18-19), we are at a point
where it is no longer a question of whether to utilize those state -of - the-art electronic
technologies in foreign language instruction, but of how to manipulate them according

our situational needs.

5.2. Pedagogical Implications

As coined by Wang Yangming, a great Chinese philosopher, “Knowledge is the
beginning of practice. Doing is the completion of knowing” (1498) —the motto of Shih
Chien University, Taiwan on Planet English.com—, and as in the saying “Practice makes
perfect.” The web-based learning platform made available by successful integration of
EFL/ESL websites into ongoing FTF formal language classroom practices offers a
unique opportunity of interaction to language learners and they could learn by doing
rather than passively absorbing knowledge. This helps EFL/ESL classroom come
ALIVE (Authenticity, Literacy, Interaction, Vitality and Empowerment) (Warschauer,
Shetzer, & Meloni, 2002: Cited in Pacheco, 2005:2) Therefore, they bear a real
pedagogical value so as to promote the language profiency of EFL learners, beginner
levels in particular, who are challenged due to the decontextualized predicament of

their learning context.

Pedagogical application of EFL/ESL websites has created a new environment
which can promote active learning and ensures the efficiency and effectiveness of
language learning. Many educational and linguistic goals are accomplished with these
web-based support materials such as, active and creative mastery of skills, collaborative
learning, autonomous learning, cross-cultural learning and critical learning.’
(Warschauer, Shetzer, & Meloni, 2002: Cited in Pacheco: 2005:12) As highlighted by
Yang and Chen (2007-6: Cited in Ming,2007:14), Web-assisted language learning

available by EFL/ESL websites can facilitate communication, reduce anxiety,
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encourage oral discussion, develop the writing/reading connection, nurture social or
cooperative learning, promote egalitarian class structures, enhance student motivation,
facilitate cross-cultural awareness, and improve writing skills. It also fosters self-
directed learning, and in turn development of learner autonomy, and addresses
individual’s learning preferences and styles. Hence, EFL/ESL websites prove to be

beneficial tools that can be used as a supplement to traditional instructional methods.

However there are some issues to be discussed for successful integration of
EFL/ESL websites into formal FTF contexts. Firstly, the information available on the
Internet can be overhelming. Letting English language learners onto the Internet is like
dropping them in an ocean of words, concepts, genres, tenses, even other languages.
Mansfield, 2002: Cited in Murray and Mc Pherson, 2004:2). In web-based learning the
problem of information overload is likely to remain significant and language teachers
will have to deal with difficult task of limiting the amount of information with which
their students have to work. (Mohanty, 2010:4) Due to the vast amount of EFL/ESL
websites, just prompting students to utilize them without any guidance and direction
would be unrealistic. Therefore, teachers need to carefully scaffold tasks and activities.
‘Scaffolding refers to support that is designed to provide the assistance necessary to
enable learners to accomplish tasks and develop understandings that they would not
quite be able to manage on their own’ (Hammond, 2001: Cited in Murray &
McPherson, 2004:3). To take the full potential of EFL/ESL websites, there is a need for
materials that will guide students as they surf the Internet and give them direction and
motivation to complete specific tasks, have fun and improve their English at the same
time. (Gitsaki & Taylor, 1999:48) By taking the time selecting websites and activities
carefully, and by monitoring students’ progress, teachers can offer a good learning
experience and provide their students with skills to continue their language learning
independently in their own time and at their own pace. (Murray and Mc Pherson,
2004:19). With teachers' direction, students will learn with more efficiency and with
more enjoyment on the Internet. (Yang & Chan, 2007:415). In addition, learners should
be equipped with necessary literacy skills to succeed in online learning. As referred by
Kavaliauskiene (2003:9) ‘the important factors for successful work online are learners’

command of computer skills, experience in assessing information on websites and good
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reading comprehension skills in English since effective searching of the web is a
comlex reasoning and decision—making.(Todd,2000:Cited in Murray and Mc
Pherson,2004:8). The Web invites a nonlinear, nonsequential, interactive medium for
students and reading skills must incorporate strategies to deal with multimedia and

visual elements. (Shutherland&Smith, 2002: Cited in Murray and Mc Pherson, 2004:4)

Ensuring relevancy is another significant aspect. There should be a match
between the materials found and the needs of the students and their ability level.
Learners can only benefit from technology-based activities provided that these activities
are relevant to their needs and interest. (Vi, 2005, 64-65). As highlighted by Pacheco
(2005:5), as any language class, the use of networking processes for learning a second
or foreign language should be well-planned taking into consideration many different
variables: students' interests, students individual styles and strategies of learning,
students' needs, lacks, and wants as well as the goals of the lesson, the content, the
resources. In line with this, Aydin (2007:7) stresses that the Internet use in language
learning may be the waste of time if it does not depend on the curriculum. With regard
to effective utilization of EFL/ESL websites, Furlong, Kennedy, et. al. (2003:21) argues
“Teaching and learning tools are most effective when the principle of ‘Think Win-Win’
is applied at the design stage. When activities are both meaningful to both educators and

learners, the effectiveness of the learning experience is greatly enhanced.”

Teachers should be critical in their choice of websites otherwise their learners
will be critical. The sites students enter should have trustworthy owners, such as
distinguished universities; meet students’ needs and provide clear samples, practice, and
feedback, and be appealing to students for study. (Pekel, 2002:62) Teachers should
analyze the websites accordingly and also train their students how to choose and
evaluate the appropraite sites. A selection criteria such as Website evaluation Form on
ict4lt.com should be given to the students as a reference. As asserted by Yuan (2009:1)
‘Principles are necessary to guide educators, learners, and other Internet users in their
search for reliable information and websites and to help them focus on the most relevant
and valuable materials from the websites. With the criteria as a guide, teachers can

study methods to direct learners to choose appropriate websites. These criteria can assist
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English teachers/web designers in designing effective websites for their English courses
and can also guide English learners in screening for appropriate and reliable websites to

use in increasing their English ability. (ang & Chan, 2008:403).

Preparing a portal page with links to a number of EFL/ESL websites, the
selection of which should be based on a set of evaluation criteria, will facilitate their
utilization by learners. In case of a database of EFL/ESL websites, since the Web is
evolving so rapidly, with new sites appearing all the time and old ones occasionally
disappearing, an eye needs to be kept on them in case they change radically, and
attention has to be paid to newcomers; the materials will need to be updated regularly if
it is to continue to be useful. (Felix, 1999:36). Hence, any webpage with selected
EFL/ESL websites should be revised and updated on regular basis. Teachers should also
ask students to complete evaluation forms so as to get their attitudes and perceptions on
these sites since there may be discrepancies between the teacher-selected sites and
individual learners’ needs and expectations. According to result, necessary

modifications should be made.

The utilization of these websites depend on constant Internet connection,
upgraded software for running of some programmes for the activities such as Java,
Realplayer and so forth along with hardware like computer, headsets etc. Unless they
are available for students’ and instructors’ use, it is not possible to make the
pegagogical potential of EFL/ESL websites work to supplement and extend FTF
language classroom practices. With reference to any web-based EFL in Turkey, Aydin
(2007:7) 1illutrates the same inaccessibility and inequity issues discouraging both
instructors and learners as well have to use the Internet cafes, lack of training of both
parties in terms of computers and the Internet literacy. With regard to the significant
impact of digital literacy on effective web-assisted language learning, Tekinarslan
(2009:17) points out that the perceptions of students toward the Web as a learning tool
are mostly associated with their computer and Web experience. In addition, regarding
the use of communication options available on the web, the students face difficulty as
the computer halls in campus library, the informatics centres can only be used for

research and study purposes so the Internet cafes with a small amount of charge are only



73

viable option left for them. In line with this argument, Breen et.al. (2001: Cited in
Selwyn,: 2008:13) reports ‘students were sometimes discouraged from using ICT when
in university due to access limitations and the cost of personal ownership of equipment.
As pointed out by Pennarola (2007:5), “In fact, although the websites appear to
be designed for individual, autonomous use, websites do not keep track of the learners’
pathways through their context, which would forever disappear from memory”. With
regard to taking these ‘wealth of attractively packaged and pedagogically sound
language materials’ to their full potential, as suggested by Pennarola (2007:6-7),
learners should be encouraged to keep track of their English focused websurfing: (1) by
keeping a log where they note down times and days of their language practice and
specify the focus; (2) by storing the exercises and language notes most relevant to their
needs in computer folders.” In terms of assessment, Pekel (2002:62) suggests ,”’students’
portfolios and print-outs of all their assigments and reflective journals about the course
can be kept in files which will make students take the course more seriously and help

the teacher to monitor, if necessary, to modify the course more effectively.”

For the development and implementation of effective pegagogy in Web
environments, there is a need for teachers to become active and critical Web users and
develop their own skills and strategies for selecting and managing Web materials. (Son,
2008;41) Teachers should be prepared with professional skills which include
pedagogical and technical skill because the more enthusiastic and more knowledgeable
language teachers are, the more successfully they can implement Internet in the
language classroom. (Vi, 2005, 64) With regard to this, instructors can benefit from
support websites for teachers by academic or private institutions and individual blogs by
language professionals. e.g. the WELL Project - Web Enhanced Language Learning
(http://www.well.ac.uk/) or the ICT4LT-Project (http://www.ict4lt.org), which aims to
develop a new Web-based training course in Information and Communications
Technology for Language teachers, Lingu@net Europa, which was developed by 24
organisations from 20 European countries, is a multilingual, on-line resource centre for
foreign language learning, among countless amount of  professional  blogs,
nikpeachey.blogspot.com, also providing ‘daily English activities’, and Sean Banville

Blog, providing access to five other websites (e.g. BreakingnewsEnglish Lessons.com;
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FamousPeople Lessons.com) by the blog owner, and so on. Institutional support is also
another important factor to be considered. Kumar and Tammelin (2008 :6) state that
Institutions in all educational sectors have a very important role in supporting their
teaching staff and their language learners in the meaningful use of the web in language

teaching and learning.

In most of EFL traditional classrooms, students are accustomed to the traditional
language teaching style, which is dominated by a teacher- centered, book- centered and
an emphasis on rote memory. (Vi, 2005, 64). Yang & Chen (2007:877) emphasize that
helping students understand how technology-based learning differs from the more
traditional lecture approach should be a critical consideration. Moreover, making
students aware that learning English through multimedia technology demands new

learning strategies and self-directed learning may also be a useful first step.

For the successful integration of the networked environment in language
courses, both teachers and learners need to be prepared to adopt new roles and use the
available technology in appropriate ways (Vi, 2005:64). In a blended language learning
class the overall role of the teacher has changed from the traditional authoritative role to
that of a facilitator. (Kumar and Tammelin, 2008: 6). Accordingly, Pennarola (2007: 1)
highlights that in the online class, the teacher acts as “moderator”, “facilitator”, “guide”,
skilfully directing learners without assuming the role of lead. Likewise, both the roles of
the students and teachers will change into “learning how to learn” (autonomous
learners) and “teaching how to learn” (coach). (Pacheco, 2005:5) Therefore, the
application of new teaching methodologies that are more learner- centered requires the

re-evaluation of the role of the FL teachers and learners in a CALL environment (Vi,

2005, 64)

As interaction is the key to real language acquisition, L2 teachers will need to
change their methods and lessons in order to allow and encourage their students to use
the Internet to interact with native speakers of the language they are learning.( Cziko
and Park,2003:Cited in Murray& McPherson, 2004:27). Hence, CMC tools integrated
in EFL/ESL websites should be utilized to take their full potential. These
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communication tools can be employed to enhance cooperation and collaboration
between learners and teachers at first hand. As Scordato (2003:35) puts
forward,”Successfull language learning depends on certain key factors: context
constructivism, caring, and student-to-instructor and student-to-student communication

in the TL”.

Highlighting the interesting, innovative and encouraging role of web-based
language learning environment and asserting that Web based technologies in language
learning remain not an alternative but a complementary tool in reinforcing effective
classroom activities, Mohanty (2010:5) conveys, “The web resources can best assist
teachers if it is seen not as a replacement for their work but as a supplement to it.
Exposure to such a new, creative learning environment paves way to a unique learning

atmosphere”.

Drawing upon all the above ,admittedly, Technology should make language
learning more effective and efficient. However, merely including technology in
instruction does not guarantee results or learning outcomes. (Healey, 1999; Cited in
Hoopingarner, 2009:223).As urged by Blake (2001: Cited in Hoopingarner, 2009:223),
“Including technology in language thus requires consideration and planning, on a par

with the care that should be taken when selecting a textbook.”

5.3. Suggestions for Further Research

In the light of present study, these suggestions can be made for further research:

Learners and teachers perceptions of the webpage designed for the study is
worth looking at in terms of learning effectiveness and efficiency. Besides the
perceptions, another research should also explore whether learners target language
proficiency improves from the use of these resources. Last but not least, regarding the
results of the data, whether there is a need to modify the selected list of EFL/ESL
websites for this study should be checked.
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An individual blog can be made available for each class to provide the selected
EFL/ESL websites along with other web-based tools on a single platform plus
communication options such as e-mail, a discussion forum, instant messaging in text,
audio or video so as to ensure interaction between students and the teacher(s). Any
assignment or material posted to the blog by the teacher can be displayed to all
students, students can also share their work like essays or any language material such
as video,podcast,game by posting them to the blog .Students should be encouraged to
post websites,podcasts,or some other materials to the class blog. Therefore, students
can really engage in active learning in that they will feel more in charge of their own
learning process. It is significant in that Blogging promotes learner autonomy, through a
learner-centred approach which encourages students to read and write for
communicative purposes in EFL contexts where learners have limited exposure to the

target language. (Noytim, 2010:1131)

5.4. Conclusion

The main objective of this study was to highlight that as web-based tools,
EFL/ESL websites will cater to both learners’ and instructors’ needs and expectations to
reach desired learning outcomes provided based on sound pedadogy and curricular
goals.Web sites are designed to provide students with self-help learning resources to
complement traditional textbooks. Therefore, if we combine technology with good ideas
and creativity, we can create catalysts for increased student learning, motivation and
ultimate achievement. (Némethova, 2007:3). Warschauer et al (2000:Cited in
Cholewka,2002:1) claim that though the Internet provides a valuable medium for
helping bring classrooms alive, successful results depend on how the Internet is used. In

the end, it is not the technology itself, but teaching makes the difference.

In conclusion, considering that the common language of the web technology and
that of cross -cultural communication along with the abundance of resources available
on the web is English, it can be assumed that for today’s tech-savvy generation, English

has nearly become a tool to access technology instead of technology being a medium to



77

enhance English learning. Consequently, as EFL instructors, we should scaffold our
learners on the virtual path they already are to lead them to the right destination in that
we should work the web for EFL learning by mediating pedagogy and technology
without sacrificing our role as tutors so that the unique capabilities of blended learning
promoted by succesful integration of EFL/ESL websites into formal EFL contexts can

lead to desired learning outcomes.
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APPENDIX-A: The layout of the homepage of the website designed for the study, accessible at

(http://www.funandeasyefl.com/)
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APPENDIX-B: The layout and content of the links section of the website consisting of the index of EFL/ESL

websites selected and classified accordingly for the study, accessible at (http://www.funandeasyefl.com/links.html )

RECOMMENDED EFL/ESL WEBSITES for ENGLISH LEARNING & PRACTICE
(web address and level notes )*Key: Sites for Beginners (B); Pre. Intermediate (Pre. Int) / (Int);
Intermediate (I); Advanced (A).

ESL/ESL WEBSITES FOR

English Grammar Reference and Exercises
e N (BIA) English Grammar topics and

http://www.edufind.com/english/grammar/subject_index.php su.bject'mdex V.Vlth notes on usage.
= Highly informative

N From  Intermediate  to  Advanced,

almost all grammar topics covered in
http://www.edufind.com/english/englishtests/list_of english_tests. the multiple choice type, flash
php quizzes. Recently updated site is

useful for English grammar learning.

english-grammar-lessons.com All levels. Grammar reference for

each indexed item along with four-
step interactive quizzes. (Sentence
matching, sentence completion (type-

http://www.english-grammar-lessons.com in the blank), grouping sentences
(drag and drop) and sentence
completion (drag and drop). Highly
informative and efficent site for
English grammar.

[English Online France A new site for Beginner level,

http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=english-grammar- Multiple ch91ce quizzes with grammar
notes and pictures. Fun and easy way

oty of online English practise.

Isabel's ESL Site (BI). Comprehensive explanations on

http://www.isabelperez.com/happy/tenses.htm Learning English tenses form and use.

[ (14). A comprehensive: selection of

sentence completion exercises on

http://englishpage.com/verbpage/verbtenseintro.html Enghsh fenses an.d other grammar
topics with immediate feedback along

with grammar explanations.

Miguelmllop.com .. .
= Verb tenses revision; Intermediate.

http://www.miguelmllop.com/practice/intermediate/verbtenses/ver (2ap fill quizzes)
btensesummary.htm

L e N (1) Starting - with notes on usage,

comprehensive exercises (sentence
completion; tests with check option for
feedback) on CONDITIONALS;
MODALS; GERUNDS AND

http_://Wwwlenglishpage'com/ INFINITIVES; PREPOSITIONS) For
full-comprehension of these slightly
harder topics. You could check the
GRAMMAR BOOK for usage on the
same page as well.

[English Grammar 4U Online (BIA). Comprehensive English grammar

] explanations and exercises (e.g. type in the
http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/ correct form and check)




88

(B). Easy to read basic level grammar
http://www.learn-english-online.org/ otes and exercises.

e, Upper-beginner level grammar topics

with lesson notes and multiple choice
quizzes.

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/studyzone/200/grammar/

UVic study zone

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/studyzone/330/grammar/

UVic study zone Intermediate level grammar notes and

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/ |exercises.

N Upper-Tntermediate  level — grammar

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/studyzone/490/grammar/ notes and exercises.

learnenglish.de

http://www.learnenglish.de/grammarpage.htm

EnglishClub.com (BI). Grammar exercises with notes

and quizzes. (click on the right option
http://www.englishclub.com/grammar/index.htm/ in the blank, and then check)

lower-Intermediate grammar notes
and exercises. (multiple choice, cloze)

(BI). Grammar notes and exercises
listed alphabetically




&9

Grammar Quizzes

The Grammar Aquarium (BI). Multiple choice, sentence
) ) completion grammar quizzes listed by
http://perso.wanadoo.es/autoenglish/freeexercises.htm/ topic; Easy to follow and fun to try.

english-4u.de All grammar topics with graded (easy;

medium, difficult), gap-fill and check
) ) type exercises for each item. All
http://www.english-4u.de/grammar_exercises.htm/ topics are listed accordingly; Easy to

follow and makes practice fun.

Learnenglishfeelgood.com (BI).English grammar exercises and

quizzes in multiple choice form. An
casy to follow order grammar topics

http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/esl-english-grammar- from articles, verb tenses up to other
exercises.html quizzes. A very useful site to build up

your English grammar.

adesl.org Activities for ESL Students From Lower levels to Upper-

Intermediate, plenty of gap-fill,
matching scrambled sentences,
multiple choice type exercises all
posted by EFL/ESL professionals

http://a4esl.org/ worldwide to the Internet TESOL
journal. A good site to practice
English online.-Choose the level to
start practice below.

http://adesl.org/a/g.html casy
http://adesl.org/a/g3.html medium
http://adesl.org/a/g5.html difficult

eslgold.com On a neatly organized layout,

Grammar Quizzes from The Internet
TESOL journal; From lower-levels
up to high-Intermediate and advanced.

http://www.eslgold.com/grammar/quizzes.html Flash/Java; or html interactive quizzes
from EFL/ESL professionals
worldwide.

roadtogrammar.com (BI). Scroll down the menu to choose
from the Grammar and

communication  topics such as
agreeing or disagreeing; multiple

http://www.roadtogrammar.com/ choice type, flash quizzes with
feedback for each wrong and right
items on the menu

A Guide to Learning English (B)Grammar and vocabulary; grammar
for learners of English; Grammar quizzes

grammar notes, language words, language
analysis, language differences. A recently
updated site from Frankfurt International
School. Make sure to revise this website.

Grammar Quizzes (BI) Enghlish grammar quizzes in multiple

choice or gap fill form; A New site for
http://esl.fis.edu/grammar/index-q.htm grammar practice and learning.

http://esl.fis.edu/grammar/index.htm
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tolearnenglish.com Interactive, graded (beginner,

intermediate, advanced) exercises and
. ) ) quizzes on English grammar. (Gap
http://www.tolearnenglish.com/cgi2/myexam/index.php fill, matching, etc.). A useful site for

grammar practice.




91

Grammar and Vocabulary Quizzes
Agendaweb.org From Elementary up to Advanced
hundreds  of

levels, exercises
provided with links to other websites.
Practice vocabulary by topic (animals,
body, weather) or phrasal verbs,
prepositional verbs, confusing verbs
(make / do; lie / lay; look / see /

http://www.agendaweb.org/ watch) in this site. A content-rich
pool of exercises from the web on the
web again. All topics are listed so
the exercises are easy to follow and
very effective for vocabulary and
phrasal verbs improvement.

eclectic english.com All levels. Lots of quizzes and tests

for grammar and vocabulary

http://www.eclecticenglish.com/ improvement. Indexed topics make
the site easy to use.

UsingEnglish.com (BI). Multiple Choice grammar
quizzes all indexed neatly on a user-
friendly layout along with vocabulary

http://www.usingenglish.com/quizzes/ :
quizzes.

esolcourses.com (BI) TOpiC based interactive grammar

- - and vocabulary quizzes. A new site to
http://www.esolcourses.com/content/exercises/grammar/english-  bujld up your grammar and
grammar.html| vocabulary.

onStopEnglish.com (All levels). Provides online grammar

and vocabulary exercises with level
specifications (from beginner to
upper-levels). Exercises for verb
http://www.nonstopenglish.com/ tenses, conditionals, infinitive
&gerund, etc, Task types: mostly gap
fill and some multiple choice samples.
A good way to study English online.

Englishlearner.com Grammar and vocabulary exercises

for all levels. Make sure to revise the
) ) quizzes and tests here. They’re
http://www.englishlearner.com/tests/index.shtml interactive and make learning easy for

you.

Guide to Grammar and Writing Upper &Advanced level vocabulary

matching quizzes along with notes on
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/vocabulary.htm usage.
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Vocabulary Tests and Quizzes

English Vocabulary Quizzes (B) Beginner level topic based
vocabulary (animals, foods, clothes)

Flash activities with colorful, nice
pictures available with audio for each
item along with exercises for each
topic (matching; listening

http://www.learningchocolate.com/ comprehension exercise)’ gap fill and
dictation. Elementary and upper-levels
could find this site effective as well as
it combines listening and vocabulary
study together.

MyVocabulary.com Academic vocabulary study on my

vocabulary university site with tests,
matching, word search on synonyms,

http://www.myvocabulary.com/dir-test_prep-test_info antonyms, phrasal Vf{rbS, and so on.

voc.definition Plus test preperation part and
explanations on usage. A useful site
to revise.

learnenglishfeelgood.com Learn new words! Each of the

English vocabulary exercises focuses
on one topic/theme (English for
travel; the language of sports), visual

http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/vocabulary/index.html exercises and teaches you only the
most useful English words. Don’t skip
this extensive vocabulary practice and
learning opportunity.

adesl.org Activities for ESL Students From basic vocabulary (body parts,
clothes, etc) with pictures in

javascript to hynonyms, phrasal verbs.
A thousand activities to help you
improve your vocabulary. From gap
http://a4esl.org/a/v.html fill, matching items, scrambled
sentences to multiple choice quizzes
to choose from, all is fun to do.
Choose your level below to start

practise.
http://adesl.org/a/v.html casy
http://adesl.org/a/v3.html medium
http://adesl.org/a/v5.html difficult
learnenglish.de (BI). Well-Indexed topic based

comprehensive vocabulary study with
pictures, related expressions, dialogue
samples and games and tests for the
http://www.learnenglish.de/vocabpage.htm cach  vocabulary — unit ~ covering
crosswords dictation and spelling test,
and reading comprehension, video and
vocabulary tests.

Englishpage.com Vocabulary notes and exercises for

http://www.englishpage.com/vocabulary/vocabulary.html Intermediate and upper levels
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esolcourses.com

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/exercises/vocabulary/english-

For all levels. Interactive, topic-based
vocabulary exercises with audio and
many varied quizzes provided with
links to other EFL/ESL websites. A

http://www.english-4u.de/vocabulary.htm

vocabulary.html perfect site to build up your
vocabulary.

english-4u.de Elm-UPP-INT;  Verb-Noun  and

e "Adjective-Noun matching

exercises(drag the items on the right
to match the items on the left) from
easy to more difficult.

manythings.org

http://www.manythings.org/voa/

(BI). Graded, flash multiple choice
quizzes with immediate feedback to
improve your vocabulary. Very easy
and fun website to revise.

adesl.

org

http://iteslj.org/v/ei/

(BI). English Vocabulary Quizzes
Using Images multiple choice
exercises with pictures on nouns,
verbs and adjectives.

Check Your Vocabulary Level

http://www.er.ugam.ca/nobel/r21270/levels/

(BIA).Graded multiple choice
vocabulary quizzes with pictures to
facilitate comprehension. Some topics
covers Maths or Science .

Goethe-Tests

http://goethe-verlag.com/tests/GE/GE.HTM

All levels. Turkish to English
sentence  completion  translation
exercises in two level groups, (Easy
and difficult). Fun to revise.

my.Gallaudet

http://aaweb.gallaudet.edu/CLAST/Tutorial and_Instructional Pro
grams/English Works/Vocabulary.html

(From Intermediate to Advanced

levels). Tips for  vocabulary
improvement, common idioms, and
idioms of color, American

Expressions, and phrasal verbs in gap-
fill type samples along with links to
other eight websites (Vocabulary
University; The Puzzle Depot). A
good site for academic vocabulary

improvement.

About.com

http://esl.about.com/library/quiz/blvocabquiz_wordform?2.htm

(Int, Upp). Academic words in
context provides sentence level word
formation exercises
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Phrasal Verbs and Collocations
UsingEnglish.com All levels. Designed for ESL learners,

Using English contains an extensive

http://www.usingenglish.com/reference/idioms/ list of English idioms. (definitions)

Dave’s ESL cafe (BI) .Practice on Phrasal verbs listed
from A-Z with definitions and

http://eslcafe.com/pv/pv-mng.html examples.

. All levels.

From easy to harder
vocabulary, general to academic

vocabulary, phrasal verbs, idioms, and
http://esl.fis.edu/vocab/index.htm so on. Hundreds of vocabulary

quizzes to help you to learn words
effectively and enjoyably.

ENGLISH TEST.NET (BIA). All topic based vocabulary and
= phrasal verbs in multiple choice and

level quizzes. An effective way to

http://www.english-test.net/ build up your academic vocabulary
for FCE exam.
Phrasalverbdemon.com (BIA) Phrasal verbs in matching

format; quizzes. It is a recent, updated
website and ideal for all your

http://www.phrasalverbdemon.com/quizzesintro.htm vocabulary  skills practice and
learning.
godenglish.com (BI). Phrasal verbs listening practice

on varied topics (driving, exams,
people) with multiple choice quizzes.
Moreover, you can share the activity
on facebook send it to a friend, do
extra activity on ‘related pages’ on the
same topic or contact the site owners
by e-mail.

[ESL-lounge.com (Elementary to Upper-levels), Phrasal

Verbs from A-Z with definitions and

phrasal verbs exercises; Gap fill type
www.esl-lounge.com/student/phrverbs/phrverbab.shtml choosing from a list of verbs and

www.go4denglish.com/vg/archive.php?cid=10021009

prepositions like cloze exercises.
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Vocabulary Resources
e N (B).  Topic-based  vocabulary  with

http://www.languageguide.org/english/ pictures and audio;

(B). Learn English with pictures and
audio. A-to-Z indexed vocabulary on
o ) varied topics. Click on the sound icon
http://www.my-english-dictionary.com/list1.htm under the picture to hear the

pronunciation.

Cambridge dictionary online An ideal online dictionary for word-
search purposes.

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/

visualthesaurus.com (Upper to  Advanced levels.)
VocabGrabber analyzes any text

you're interested in, generating lists of
the most useful vocabulary words and
showing you how those words are
used in context. Just copy text from a
document and paste it into the box,
and then click on the "Grab
Vocabulary!" buton. VocabGrabber

will automatically create a list of
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/vocabgrabber/ vocabulary from your text, which you

can then sort, filter, and save. Select
any word on the list and you'll see a
snapshot of the Visual Thesaurus map
and definitions for that word, along
with examples of the word in your
text. Click on the word map or the
highlighted word in the example to
see the Visual.

Visuwords™ online graphical dictionary
and thesaurus; Look up the word in
visuwords to find their meanings and
associations with other words and
concepts. It produces a visual dictionary of
the words

visuwords.com

http://www.visuwords.com/

EasyDefine It defines multiple words quickly. You
can look up multiple words quickly.
Simply copy and paste a list with any
delimeter. Instead of loooking up
dictionary, write the words in easy define
and it generates dictionary definitions of
the words. You can print it out or e-mail it
as you like.

http://www.easydefine.com/

Harcourt's ESL Glossary - The Learning Site It is a kind of talking dictionary with
visuals. It gives definition and

pronunciation of the words along with a
http://www.harcourtschool.com/glossary/esl/ couple of sample sentences. A very simple

and useful tool to use.

It is superb website with high quality
videos help to explain difficult words.
Choose the video, hear the word explained
to you for pronunciation and its usage. It is
a great tool for use to understand the
difficult words.

'Vocabahead.com

http://vocabahead.com/Videos/tabid/58/Default.aspx/
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Spelling bee ‘(All levels).A brand new spelling

activity for vocabulary improvement
and listening as well. Guess the word
you hear by typing it in the blank
provided, and then click on guess, if
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/bee/play you get it right, you can see the
definition and the word-cloud on the
visual thesarus. It is fun and
instructive as well.

meriamwebster online dictionary ‘Another comprehensive online

http://www.merriam-webster.com/cgi-bin/mwwod.pl dictionary for word-search.

'Visual Thesaurus

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/

A comprehensive dictionary for word-
search supported with visuals.

Virtual Language Centre Hong Kong Polytechnic University:
... """""(Upper to Advanced Level):
http://vlc.polyu.edu.hk/ concordencers




English Language & Academic English Tests
\

English Daily

http://www.englishdaily626.com/tfvocab.php?081
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(A). TOEFL vocabulary tests. A good
site for FCE exam preparation.

http://www.englishjet.com/english courses_files/tests.htm

ENGLISHJET.com

All level tests on English use and
CEF, and rewrite exercises

http://www.examenglish.com/

[Exam English.com ‘

(IA): This web site is for people
- studying for an English language
exam. These pages contain online
practice tests for the most important
international ESL/EFL exams: IELTS,
TOEFL, TOEIC, and the Cambridge
ESOL exams such as CPE, CAE,
FCE, and PET. You can also find out
information about the different exams.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-test-test-your-
level.htm

Britishcouncil.LearnEnglishcentral

‘(Vocabulary, grammar; reading;
listening). Test your level here.

http://www.edict.com.hk/diagnostic/

Virtual Language Centre

Try this diagnostic test to check your
level on edict.com

englishenglish.com
http://englishenglish.com/englishtest.htm

This online placement test consists of
ninety multiple choice questions on
English grammar use.

http://www.macmillanenglish.com/straightforward/placement_test
s.htm

mcmillanenglish.com

Quick diagnostic test; beginner
placement test; upperintermediate test
with answer key.

http://www.flo-joe.co.uk/fce/students/strategy/index.htm/

Flo-Joe.FCE practise tests

Reading: multiple choice cloze text,
gapped text, multiple matching, word
formation, keyword formation with
the score). Information on CEF.Visit
FCE Writing class as well.

http://esl.about.com/od/englishtestsandquizzes/English Tests_and
_Quizzes Practice_Materials_for Learning_English.htm

esl.about.com

(From Beginner to advanced levels),
multiple choice type sets of quizzes
for each level; Make sure to check
Top 10 ESL Quizzes as well.
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(Academic English
I

academicvocabularyexercises.com Vocabulgry EXGTCiS@ for 'Fhe
""" Academic Word List: Extensive
online  exercises on academic
vocabulary available in gap fill type
www.academicvocabularyexercises.com/ (drop-down the menu and click on the
item that matches the gap for each
exercise). A perfect site to build up
your academic vocabulary.

eolf.univ-fcomte.fr }Academic reading and  writing
exercises (academic vocabulary list

) ) ) ) and quizzes, paragraph writing,
http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=academic-reading-and- eqding  tips and exercises. A

WIItINg-EXETCISes comprehensive site for academic
English online.

Common Errors in English (IA). From A to Z common errors in
= English with notes and samples. A
http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/errors/errors.html#errors/ comprehensive unit to asist your

academic English learning.

Erom Hong Kong Polytechnic
e aniversity, tips and notes on how to!

make academic presentations.The
http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/presentations/presentationsList.htm presentation 18 broken fiqwn 1nto
diffferent sections. Hence, it is easy to
follow and understand.

canberra.edu.au otes on giving oral presentations on
http://www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/oral University of Canberra website

http://www.actden.com/pp2007/ step tutorials

arc.sbc.edu

otetaking skills
http://www.arc.sbc.edu/notes.html

colostate.ed ‘ . . .
|T1ps foreffective noteaking

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/processes/notes/

english-zone.com .
F"w taking symbols

http://www.english-zone.com/study/symbols.html
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Listening Skills
BBC World Service Listen to the audio while reading the

text about the news, try to guess the
highligted new vocabulary, then study
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/word the new vocabulary with definitions.
sinthenews/ Downloadable audio file with clear,
good voice quality.

ESL Cyber Listening Lab (All levels): General Listening; Basic
Listening; Listening Quizzes for
Academic purposes, and more graded
Listening quizzes are available.
Choose your level and a topic, listen
to the audio while trying to do the
multiple  choice  comprehension
questions, and then check out the
vocabulary while reading the text,

http://www.esl-lab.com/index.htm finally complete the blanks while
listening the audio. Read culture notes
or tips before listening for
comprehension. For basic levels, just
click on the right option while
listening simplified sentences on
topics like dates, months etc. A good
site to improve your listening skills.

elllo.org (All levels). Learn English naturally
by listening to speakers from all over
the world. Listening Lessons (Views,
Mixer, Games), activities include
multimedia, free MP3 files,
vocabulary tasks, language notes,
print page and more. Transcript with
audio, new words with Turkish
equilavent and  detailed  oral

http://www.elllo.org/ explanation on pronunciation and
usage. Vocabulary focus, multiple
choice test for comprehension and
related websites as an extension to the
activity. Games are fun to do and
informative as well. An ideal website
to enhance listening comprehension
skills.

cdlponline.org (IA). Choose a topic,click on the basic
or audio text with audio or video, read
while listening, learn new word, spell
word while listening, do the matching
game for new words, pick an answer,

http://www.cdlponline.org/ write a comment and then learn more
about the topic on other websites. A
good site that combines listening with
other skills practice as well.

Simple English News (BI). SimpleEnglish News podcasts

simplified and slow motion option for
http://www.simpleenglishnews.com/ comprehension.




Lingualnet ‘

http://www.lingual.net/lingualproductitems/
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(BI). Learn English through movies.
Choose a movie type and play the
movie slide with subtitles on or off,
do the multiple choice quiz, give your
comment and then check the script. It
is so easy and fun way to practice
listening.

English Video Slide Learning

http://www.englishmedialab.com/

From Beginner up to higher level
videos on grammar topics; Listening
and vocabulary games. [icture
labeling games. Self-grading quizzes.
An easy and enjoyable way to
improve your listening along with
grammar and vocabulary
enhancement.

'Yappr.com

http://en.yappr.com/welcome/VideoList.action

(IA). Authentic videos with English
transcript on or off. Clear voice option
for slow motion speech, replay option
on the videos. Clicking on any word
on the transcript gives its detailed
definition. As yappr.com is charged,
you could see the videos with ‘F’ sign
which means free. Make sure to revise
this updated, new website.

http://eolfuniv-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=english-listening-
exercises

Elnteractive listening dictation. A very
seful, updated site for coversation
skills like telephone expressions
dictation, students’ introductions. A
good site for Beginner level or
elementary students.

BBC Learning English: Watch and Listen

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/

L(jIA). Downloadable ‘minute English’
odcasts on variety of topics (news
items) with new vocabulary provided
just under the text.

[ESL Podcast (eslpod.com)

http://www.eslpod.com/website/index new.html

(IA). More than 600 podcasts are all
available with slower motion and
everyday expressions along with
explanations of these expressions.

Listen to English — learn English!

www.listen-to-english.com

(IA). Listening podcasts with script
and online dictionary support for new
words, moving the cursor on the
words gives Turkish equivalent. You
can send a comment after listening as
well.

BetteratEnglish

www.betteratenglish.com

Intermediate, upper and advanced
level downloadable podcasts with
script. A recent and updated site to
improve your Listening
comprehension.

BetteratEnglish

http://www.betteratenglish.com/category/levels/intermediate/

‘(IA). Podcasts with script and
|V0dcasts for listening.




http://www.eslfast.com/easydialogs/index.html
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‘Easy conversations for ESL/EFL
|Beginners. Dialogues with audio.

eslyes.com

http://www.eslyes.com/easydialogs/

(B). Short, easy conversations on
variety of topics (daily life, school
life; transportation) with audio.

theLinguist.com

http://www.thelinguist.com/en/en/library/

(All levels). Find a subject you’re
interested in from the wide selection
of English content. Listen to the Mp3
file and follow along in the text. The
Linguist is a new, updated site with

http://www.transom.org/shows/archives.html

very interesting, graded listening
activities.
Y ¢ cmediste o Advanced

level radiopodcasts and discussion
forum on the topics.

manythings.org

http://www.manythings.org/listen/loneliness/

(I): Read along the texts while
listening.

Focus English

http://www.focusenglish.com/dialogues/communication/comminde
x.html

(BD). Dialogues, scripts,
comprehension & dictations.
Functional use like phone language,
shopping.

'Voice of America:Special English

http://www1.voanews.com/learningenglish/home/

(BI). News podcasts for listening &
slow motion option for
comprehension.

1-language.com

http://www.1-language.com/esllistening/index.htm

(BI). Play audio while reading the
script or dialogue and then do the
multiple choice quiz.

videojug.com

http://www.videojug.com/

(IA).Whatever you want to get good
at, Videojug can help. Here, you can
browse over 60,000 professionally-
made video and article guides on a
huge range of topics, along with
thousands more that have been created
and contributed by members of the
community. Choose a channel from
the menu to see the topics it contains.

BBC NEWS video

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mews/video _and audio/

(IA). One-minute world news from
BBC with share option (email, share
on twitter, delicious or facebook, post
to twitter). Good quality, authentic
videos.
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Pronunciation

]

learnenglishfeelgood.com (All levels). Pronunciation practice
e exercises  to test your listening
comprehension of (American) English
pronunciation, and are meant for all
levels (beginner, intermediate,
http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/listening/english-listening- advanced). ( Click on the "CLICK _TO
test] html LISTEN" button for each question;
7 Listen to the word(s); Choose the
word (s) that you heard from the three
choices; Click on "CHECK
ANSWERS" to see how you did.)

learnenglishfeelgood.com (Upper-levels). Watch the video, pay

) o attention to pronunciation and then
http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/eslvideo/index.html answer the comprehension tests on it

) T > i the vord i the blan o hear

the pronunciation and the Turkish
http://www.howjsay.com/index.php?word=pronunciation&submit equilavent of any word you need to

=Submit/ learn about.

Virtual Learning Centre ‘All Levels. Vowels, consonants,

http://www.edict.com.hk/vlc/pronunciation/ dipthongs, and so on.

http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=english-pronunciation- rh}(llthm, voiced and voiceless sounds,
and so on.

exercises/

LearnEnglish (BI) . Click on the .word you want to
SRR, hear. It contains videos with images
http://www.learn-english.co.il/ as well.

Phonetics. The Sounds of English

http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/english/frameset.html

ship or sheep ‘Minimal pair practice and

http://www.shiporsheep.com/ pronunciation.

spokenskills.com Pronunciation, dictation and oral
e sklls.

A recent updated site to

All levels. Pictures, sounds, videos,
exercises and activities.

http://www.spokenskills.com/student-activities.cfin practice pronunciation
fonetiks.org Pronunciation guides plus online

dictionary for English and 9 other
languages with instant mouseover
www.fonetiks.org/ sound, completely free, online
pronunciation guide.
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Games

I
FREE RICE

http://www.freerice.com/index.php

(IA). Vocabulary games on varied
topics; Learn english & help others in
poorer nations.

Interactives Spelling Bee

http://www.learner.org/interactives/spelling/

(B). Listen to the audio of the story
then spell words from each story for
the blanks provided. Higher grades
listen to sentences to spell the words
in them. Useful tips and hint when get
stumped to listen once again and a
definition is provided as well.

elllo.org

http://www.elllo.org/english/Games.htm

(All levels). Highly interactive games
on listening comprehension. Make
sure to revise this site.

BBCWordMaster

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flash/wordmas
ter/

(BIA). From  BBCWordMaster,
vocabulay games; ( Choose your level
(easy, medium, difficult), click on the
letters to guess the word in the blank,
if right, listen to the sentence, get your
score at the end. There is time limit
for each activity. Don’t fall behind! A
fun site for vocabulary learning.

SAT Preparation

http://www.sat-preparation.co.il/

(IA). For SAT tests. Vocabulary
games. Multiple Choice type quizzes
with timer to choose the right
definition for the words. A fun way
for vocabulary practice.

http://activities.bradleys-english-school.com

(All levels. Links to the main menu
pages of all free interactive online
games and activities. They will help
you with your vocabulary, spelling,
grammar and reading.

Learn English

http://www.learnenglish.de/dictationpage.htm#elem

‘(BI). Elementary level and quick
|dictation exercices

IMES-Games FREE ESL Games for Students

http://www.marks-english-school.com/games.html

Fun games for all levels on grammar
and vocabulary;

http://www.merriam-webster.com/game/index.htm fto practice vocabulary.

puzzledepot.com ‘(Upper Levels). Word games, highly

http://www.puzzledepot.com/puzzles.shtml interactive thesarus games.

esolcourses.com . . .
eoleousescom _____________________ I

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/exercises/wordmatch/wordma
tch.html

levels.

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/exercises/crosswords/crosswo
rd.html

Crosswords for all levels.
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EQIEIEHIS ‘(BI). Flash games are quite fun to

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/game/elemental/index.sh improve your English.
tml

(BI). Check your speling here, Type

) ) in the misspelled word and then
http://www.funbrain.com/spell/index.html check. Two levels; Easy and difficult.

Vocabulary.CO.IL L(jAll levels). Synonyms, antonyms,

refixes, suffixes, and so on. All
available on flash games. Make sure
to revise it.

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/

123 Certificates.com

http://www.123certificates.com/

go-4english.com

http://www.go4english.com/qg/index.php

(B). Guided writing; choose a style,
fill in the name and print.

(BI). Interactive games from British
council’s go-4english.com.
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Reading Skills

(BI). Short academic texts in cloze and
gap  fill  quizzes for  reading

http://esl.fis.edu/learners/read/index.htm corpprehension. A new websites worth
revising.
Virtual learning Centre (IA). Cloze test with options—ss have to

choose vocabulary and General English
Studies: Cloze Test grammar items;
Double-click the word with the Mouse,
displays the dictionary entry under the
online dictionary entry. Moving the
cursor on the words dispays their Turkish
equivalent.

http://www.edict.com.hk/vlc/cloze/cloze.htm

(All levels). Reading and writing
activities in cloze. An extensive indexed
exercises on variety of topics. A user

http://www.isabelperez.com/tests.htm friendly site to improve your reading and
writing skills

Level 200 Readings Upper-Beginner level readings with
reading comprehension on multiple
choice quiz, recreating the story, and
http://web2.uves.uvic.ca/ele/studyzone/200/reading/index.htm ~ ap-fill exercises. An updated site to
improve reading skills. For higher levels
on the same site follow the links below.

Level 330 Readings Lower Intermediate level six reading text

and quizzes about a familiar figure:
http://web2.uves.uvic.ca/ele/studyzone/330/reading/index.htm  Nasreddin Hodja.

Level 410 Readings Intermediate Level. There are five
reading texts available for Level 410.
Each text has multiple-choice questions

) o (just choose your answer and click to
http://web2.uves.uvic.ca/ele/studyzone/410/reading/index.htm  find out if you're right). Each text is also

followed by a grammar exercise and a
summary-writing exercise.

Level 490 Readings Upper-Intermediate. Pre-reading exercise
(match  words with definitions
(vocabulary) and reading comprehension

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/studyzone/490/ . 1 |
with multiple choice.

Level 570 Readings Advanced Kevel Skimming Scanning,

vocabulary, sentence construction and so.
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/570/pulp/index.htm on.

(B). Super easy reading texts with audio
and vocabulary with online dictionary

http://www.eslfast.com/supereasy/se/supereasy001.htm support, cloze (fill-in) and mixed-up
sentences.

Reading exercises based on the Voice of
America's Special English programs.
http://eolf.univ-feomte.fr/index.php?page=academic-reading-  [nteractive academic reading exercises
. for text constrgctlon, put the segments
and paragraphs in the order.




Online Lessons

http://eslus.com/LESSONS/READING/READ.HTM
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(I). Mini stories with cloze exercises and
many more. This site makes online
reading practice fun.

Short Stories 2

http://www.rong-chang.com/qa2/index.html/

(BA).100 short English stories for ESL
learning  with  listening, grammar,
comprehension, dictation exercises and
crossword puzzles.

Sofa School Exercises

http://www.sofaschool.com/films.htm

(IA). Movie scripts in cloze type quizzes
to comlete from the vocabulary provided
plus information on characters.

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/reading.html

All levels. Reading exercise and quizzes
rovided with links to other websites. A
useful site to improve reading skills

http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm

From Intermediate to upper-levels,
reading exercises on variety of topics. A
good practice to improve topic sentence
construction in paragraphs.

Timelines 2.0

http://www.xtimeline.com/

(IA). A Fun, easy and free classroom
tool. For research, biography of famous
people

bio.TRUE STORY

http://www.biography.com/

(IA) Read the biography of celebrities or
well-known figures, watch the video, see
the photos and then try the quiz.

Search Biography.com
http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/timeline/black-
istory.jsp

=
=
w2
=
o

(IA). A similar site like the one above.

Famous People Lessons.com

http://www.famouspeoplelessons.com/

(IA). Extensive lesson plans with
activities along with answer key about
famous people. For each activity, read
the script while listening to the MP3,do
synonym and phrasal match, gap fill
while listening, choose the correct word
(spelling), put the text into the correct
order, scrambled sentences, discussion
part for speaking activity, do a survey,
writing about the survey, and then
homework assignment. Answer key is
provided for each activity. Online
multiple choice quiz is also available for
each activity. A perfect way to practice
all language skills in a single activity.

http://aaweb.gallaudet.edu/CL AST/Tutorial and_Instructional

Programs/English Works/Reading_(ESL).htm

Upper to Advanced level reading practice
along with reading and mapping
strategies and links to other websites.

British Media Online

http://www.wrx.zen.co.uk/britnews.htm

(IA). Newspapers and magazines from
the UK, very national and regional
English newspapers published online:
dailies, weeklies and monthly magazines
& broadcast media.
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'Writing Skills

(BI).This section of the ESL site
contains many exercises for learners
to practice the various aspects of
written English, including spelling
and punctuation. There are a number
of texts to correct or complete, and
many different kinds of word games.
There are also opportunities to
practice creative writing Exercices
ranges from Text reconstruction 1,
Text reconstruction 2 to Writing a
journal plus More writing practice
websites. A perfect site to enhance
your academic writing skills.

http://esl.fis.edu/learners/writing/index.htm

Purdue online writing lab (BI). An extensive site for everything
you need for academic writing skills.
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/oldindex.html Mk e (o e (he s

Grammar Bytes Upper and Advanced Level grammar,
puctuation and other writing skills,
notes and intractive exercises. A good
site to perfect your writing skill.

http://www.chompchomp.com/exercises.htm

Virtual Learning Centre A nine -stage course designed to help

you write or edit your first academic

papers at University. Step by step tips,

http:/www.edict.com.hk/vlc/academicwriter/ notes plus quizzes to perfect your
academic writing skills.

Step by step tutorials on academic
writing skills. Make sure to revise it.

http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/writing.htm

From The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University English language Centre,
this site is perfect to help you improve
academic writing skills. Indexed
topics for each Category (definition,
classification, comparison & contrast,
Cause & Effect, Problem Solution,
Hypothesis) covers notes and
exercises. Make sure to revise it
throughly.

http://dev.elc.polyu.edu.hk/smproject/intro.html

BBCbitesize
http://www.bbe.co.uk/scotland/learning/bitesize/higher/english/crit Nt Upper level essay writing tips

ical_essay/

englishforeveryone.org (IA).Reading, sentence completipn,
) synonyms,  antonyms,  phonics,
http://www.englishforeveryone.org/ writing, verb tenses and many more.

All levels. Clear notes on confusing
words (accept or expect; ago and
before; advice or advise) followed by
true-false, type in the correct form and
drag and drop quizzes for each pair of
words.

http://www.confusing-words.com/




boggleworldesl.com ‘

http://bogglesworldesl.com/creativewriting.htm
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Ready onlineworksheets, ideas and
|tips for creative writing.

Paragraph PAL

http://www.parapal-online.co.uk/letters.html

(IA). English letter writing cloze
exercises (job application, a formal
letter of complaint, business e-mails)
to improve your English wrting.
Plenty of interactive cloze exercises
makes writing activity fun and
meaningful for you.

http://www.eslfast.com/writing/

All levels. A comprehensive indexed,
ser friendly-site  for sentence
structure writing practice.

1-language.com

http://www.1-language.com/essayedge/index.html

All levels. Step by step essay writing
course online from Essay. Edge.com

BOGAZICI UNIVERSITY ONLINE WRITING LAB

www.buowl.boun.edu.tr/

(BIA). Notes on paragraph writing,
essay types, essay development
exercises, editing guides, punctuation,
grammar are all available on this site.
An ideal site to perfect your academic
writing skills.

English Grammar Connection

www.englishgrammarconnection.com/

(IA). On the left-hand side bar, click
on the ‘Lesson Menu’ to access the
intermediate and Advanced level
interactive exercises on Grammar
skills and writing mechanics. Select a
subject and a skill level from drop
down menu, and then press the ‘start a
lesson button’.

Guide to Grammar and Writing

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/

Upper and Advanced level notes and
exercises on word and sentence level,
paragraph level and other sorts of
grammar and writing related online
support. A good site to improve
writing skills.

http://aaweb.gallaudet.edu/CLAST/Tutorial_and_Instructional Pro
grams/English Works/Writing.html

(Upper Intermediate and Advanced
levels): Notes and tips on writing
process (Prewriting, Writing, and
Revising; Paraphrasing, Quoting, and
Avoiding Plagiarism) and and types of
writing (Research Papers, Citations,
and  Reference  Abstracts  and
Summaries Lab Reports Essays
Letters Business English Journalism
Dissertations) are all available on the
site.

‘www.literacv.uconn.edu/writing.htm

(I4). Connecting reading and writing
with links to other websites.
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Speaking Skills

Virsona -- Talk with Artificial Intelligence (IA).Virsona is a social media service that
provides a real-time chat interface where it looks

like you're having an instant messanger. With
Virsona you can: Create a Virtual You, and Chat
with Historical or Fictional Characters, Learn,
Search and have fun! Start with text-based chat
with Abraham Lincoln! A fun and ideal way to
perfect your English.

englishcentral.com (BIA).Learn English while watching videos,

practice speaking while you watch. Click on a
video to watch it, subtitles with hide option, slow
motion to hear the lines, speech recognization for
your voice recorded. Graded videos (easy,
medium, hard) are segmented / fabricated for the

http://www.virsona.com/index.aspx

http://www.englishcentral.com/en/videos pursue of language learning. Your score is given
at the end. You are ONE CLICK away from

learning English. The unique speech recognition
platform allows you to practice SPEAKING with
any video you choose and then get INSTANT
FEEDBACK on how well you are doing.

english-at-home.com (All levels). Reallife english. greetings, phone

http://www.english-at-home.com/real-life-english/ language etc.

(BI). Chat with animated fake Captain Kirk and
other figures online. Type in your query in the
blank and ‘Captain Kirk’ will converse with you -
Click the link below to log on.

http://alicebot.blogspot.com/

http://showcase.pandorabots.com/pandora/talk ?botid=d
10d53a63e345abf&skin=iframe

ESl.gold.com From low beginning to Advanced levels. Phrases

- for conversation covering topics from greetings to
http://www.eslgold.com/speaking/phrases.html paraphraising on esl.gold.com.

Virtual learning Central (IA). Conversations with audio with focus on the

kind of language you need to use in face-to-face
conversation with another person. They feature a
variety of everyday and workplace situations such
as interviewing and being interviewed, eliciting
information and talking about problems. Dialogue
completion exercises with audio. Fill the blanks
by using the words provided while listening to do
the audio. It is also good for vocabulary practice
and spelling as well.

Robot; Choose ‘Tutor Mike’ or ‘Shopping Robot’.
http://www.eslfast.com/robot/ Text-based chat with robots.

http://www.edict.com.hk/vlc/spoken/

BBCLearning English (All levels). Learn and practise English for

everyday  situations. (making suggestions,
http://www.bbe.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/lan fequests, - offers, invitations, complaints, —etc.).
ouage/howto/index.shtml Explanations, scripts with audio and practice. A
good site to improve your spoken skills.
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Communication

Language Exchanges (BIA)
(You can_make friends worldwide on language exchange websites below )

\http Jwww livemocha.com/ '[university students worldwide.

\Language exchange sitc using Skype

\http //www_huitalk.com/

\A fnguage cxchange st

http //www.languageexchange.org/

Interpals ‘A large language exchange from a popular penpal social

Ihttp://www.integpals.net/language exchange.php '|netw0rk.
|

http://www.language-exchanges.org/ '|Dickinson College.
| .
Language Buddy ‘A free language exchange with 115 supported

http/www.language-buddy.com/ ~~|anguages.

I "
NI e e One of the oldest online language exchanges (this site
I——EEEEEEERERREEREEEREREEEEE S v as a Yahoo! Internet Life pick in 2001), it claims over

http://www.mylanguageexchange.com/ ‘1 million members speaking 115 different languages.

Online Discussion Forums for ESL/EFL Students
(You can express and share your ideas on discussion forums below )

Learn English Forum

tt //learnen lishonline.yuku.com/

http://www.englishbaby.com/forum ‘

Dave's ESL Cafe's Student Discussion Forums ‘

\http ://forums.eslcafe.com/student/

| .
[ESLgo.com's ESL. message boards ‘

\http //[www.eslgo.com/forum.html
|

BBC Learning English - Communicate

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/ learningenglish/communi'
ty/

Online Chat Rooms for ESL/EFL Students
(You can chat online in English on websites here)

[ESL Cafe's Chat Central

\http'//hostS 123flashchat.com/eslcafe/ ‘

Chat Room in Englishbaby.com

htt //www englishbaby.com/community/chat ‘

VLC Chat Rooms (Hong Kong) ‘

tt //vlc olyu.edu.hk/chat/default.htm

schMOOze University (MOOs) ‘

\http //schmooze.hunter.cuny.edu/
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Further Websites

(Almost all skills covered in the following websites (reading, writing, listening, speaking) with exercises
and quizzes. Interactive games; vocabulary, phrasal verbs, FQA (Frequently Asked Questions) on problem
areas, student forums, online chat, and many more are available for your learning needs and purposes in
terms of EFL practise and learning. )

ITS tutorial school A combination of excellent websites compiled by

ITS staff to help students & teachers with their

o ] . English courses. The sites are grouped under

http://www.tuition.com.hk/english/english- specific language skills and language specific

resources.htm areas. A perfect reference for all your English
learning needs.

BBC Learning English (All levels). The site offers lots of online exercises
and  quizzes on grammar vocabulary and
pronunciation, crosswords, and many more plus

http.//www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/ ~ €OMmunication via message board and a blog is

available as well. A whole online course to perfect
your English.

British Council-LearnenglishCentral Language skills (Listening, reading, writing),

' practice (Grammar and vocabulary) plus fun
hitp://learnenglish.org.uk/ (games, cartoons) are main features of the site.

ESL Blues Main Index (Pre-Int to high-Int). The site has readings and
vocabulary exercises organized by types of
grammar. It includes diagnostic quizzes, games,

http.'//wwlcollegel- . interactive  exercises  providing multi-feedback
em.qc.ca/proffepritchard/trouindx. htm and instant correction. A good site to improve
your English.

A-Z vocabulary and exercises; Listening gap fill
and reading multiple choice. All graded and
categorized neatly.

(multiple choice text), grammar (type in the
http://www.esoeonline.org/main-index/indexe.htm corrrect form) and vocabulary (crossword).

http://www.esl-lounge.com/student/grammar.php

ELC Study Zone (Elementary to upper-levels). Wide range of
) Grammar, Reading, Vocabulary exercises; 5

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/ levels (making questions, conjunctions)

English Banana.com (BIA). Learn English with Free Games, Podcasts,

http://www.englishbanana.com/ Quizzes and Video Lessons

world-english A perfect site for all your language skills

improvement. Interactive tests, quizzes, and many

http://www.world-english.org/ more. Make sure to revise it.

english-hilfen.de (BIA). Grammar, vocabulary quizzes, exercises,
: : tests plus forum, writing, games and new updates.

http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/ The right place to improve your English.

englishforum.com (BIA). Make sure to revise this site as it offers too many’
interactive exercises on grammar, vocabulary, idioms,
and so on by providing direct links to other important

http://www.englishforum.com/00/interactive/ sites like betterenglish.com. It’s the right site to better
your English.



UsingEnglish.com

http//www.usingenglish.com/
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(BIA). Learn English with free tools for students,
including English language references, activities,
tests and polls, and articles on English usage. ESL
forum is the perfect place to learn English, where
people are online to answer your questions 24
hours a day.

Focus English (BI)

http://www.focusenglish.com/dialogues/communicatio '
n/commindex.html

Dialogues, scripts, comprehension &
dictations. Functional use like phone language,
shopping, and so on.

Grammar in English Daily

http://www.englishdaily626.com/grammar.php

(All level). A comprehensive tutorial on English
grammar  use under  separate  headings.
(Adjectives; Verbs, Nouns, Prepositions; Adverbs;
Pronoun

The Learning Edge
http://www.thewclc.ca/edge/

(BI). An excellent interactive newspaper covering
audio and video for reading, vocabulary learning
quizzes. All is available in separate units.

BBC skillwise
bttn://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/
[

(BI). Improve your English and maths with
Skillswise Factsheets, worksheets quizzes and
games to help improve your skills .

BBCbitesize

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/learning/bitesize/higher |
/english/close reading/

Int. Upper level cloze reading tutors and exercises

[NetGrammar

http://netgrammar.altec.org/Units/menu.html

(BI). 15 units of language skills study on
grammar topics like passive voice, adjective
clause and phrases etc. (Each topic based unit
covers gramar, listening, reading, writing and
review exercises.)

Lingual.net

http://lingual.net/

(All levels). The site offers different media —
movies, games, and social networks. They also
have quizzes to check your understanding, review
forums to give your opinions, and interaction
networks to exchange ideas and make friends.

Dotsub.com

http://dotsub.com/

Watch videos with subtitles in your language,
(Turkish), upload your videos, create your own
subtitles!

esolcourses.com

http://www.esolcourses.com/

This new website provides online exercises and
quizzes on each language skill area with links to
many other ESL/EFL websites. A good site to
perfect your English with its level courses. Follow
the links below to log on the level to start English
practice.

http://www.esolcourses.com/uk-english/beginners-
course/unit-1/unit-1.html

Beginner levels

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/eleme
ntary.html

Elementary levels.

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/pre-
intermediate.html

Intermediate levels Pre-

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/inter
mediate.html

Intermediate levels
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http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/advan
ced-ielts.html

Advanced levels

'Voanews

http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/

(TA). Video news

http://esl.about.com/library/grammar/blgr_prep9.htm

(BI).Prepositions of place and directions with
notes and exercises and more links to other
websites are available on the site.

eflnet

http://www.eflnet.com/

(BIA).Grammar, vocabulary, phrasal verbs (up to
intermediate  level), listening and reading
(advanced) levels practice are all available on the
site.

[English at Home
http://www.english-at-home.com/

'(BI). Learn English with english-at-home.com.
‘The site covers grammar, vocabulary, verbs and
speaking games, a blog & more

eslall.com

http://www.eslall.com/

}QBIA). Listening, Grammar, Quizzes, and many
more. Another good site where you can find many
useful materials for English learning and practice.

anglik.net

http://www.anglik.net/

(BIA). Online grammar, vocabulary exercises,
listening, reading, pronunciation, chat, British
culture, and many more are all available on this
site.

[English.Specialist.hu
http://english.specialist.hu/

(BI). Indexed grammar quizzes are very easy and
fun to do. (click on the box to open, drag and drop
in the correct item in the blank, and then check).

Isabel's ESL Site

http://www.isabelperez.com/

(BI). Many interactive and informative exercises
and quizzes to improve your language skills.

BBC home Newsround

http:/news.bbc.co.uk/cbbecnews/default.stm

'(IA). Check press pack for the current world news
(simplified), try the quizzes and games. A fun way
to improve your English.

Zozanga

http://www.zozanga.com/

(BI). Another useful site for you to practise your
English

english-portal.com

http://www.english-portal.com/

Learn english online with english portal

learnenglish.be

http://www.learnenglish.be/index.htm

(BI). This site is for elementary and intermediate
learners of English. You can study grammar or
vocabulary topics and try one of the 400 exercises
and language games.

British Council LearnEnglishbeta

http://www.learnenglish.org.uk/

(All levels). Listen &watch (podcasts plus
‘quizzes), grammar & words (explanations,
activities and games), Fun& games are the main
items on the menu of the website. A highly
interactive and enjoyable site to practise English.

English Club
http://www.englishclub.com/learn-english.htm

(BI). Lately updated, interactive quizzes offer
etter English practise opportunity.




esl.fis.edu

http://esl.fis.edu/learners/websites/index.htm
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‘(B[). A perfect site for all your academic and
'|general English learning needs.

http://eolf.univ-fcomte.fr/index.php?page=efl-esl-
resources

|(BI). Internet links, internet articles, podcasts,
magazines, etc. For self-study.

English Grammar Zone

http://english-zone.com/index.php?ID=1

(Bl.)For students of all levels. Sentence
completion type exercises and worksheets with
tips on usage plus answer key. This site is not
totally free so you could see the exercises with
‘glasses symbol’ just beside them, the ones with
‘key symbol’ is not lccess free. A good site to
revise English grammar by topic.

http://wwwedu.ge.ch/cptic/prospective/projets/anglais/
exercises/welcome.html#int

From Beginner through advanced, all level
grammar: vocabulary, phrasal verbs, reading
Practice; gap fill; crosswords; multiple choice
reading, cloze texts gap fill; text construction;
matching vocabulary or sentences quizzes.

http://wwwedu.ge.ch/cptic/prospective/projets/anglais/
exercises/welcome.html#gram4

(new version of the same site )

http://users.pandora.be/oldlark2002/GRAMMAR/GER
UND-INFINITIVE-PRESENT-PARTICIPLE-1-.htm

‘Int—Upp. Gerunds, infinitives, and present
participles and gap-fill exercises.

http://users.pandora.be/oldlark2002/GRAMMAR/GER
UND-INFINITIVE-PRESENT-PARTICIPLE-2-.htm

Int-Upp More practice on above

http://www.esolcourses.com/content/englishforwork/en

(IA).English for wor:vocabulary

glishforwork.html

Breaking News English

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/

(IA). Many news items for reading while listening
‘the audio (MP3) followed by a detailed
vocabulary,phrasal match,word or sentence gap-
fill while listening, cloze text with multiple
choice, writing and discussion on the topic,
reading comprehension multiple choice, text
construction,and gap fill activities. An ideal
site for integrated language skills practice online.

literacynet.org

http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/archives.html

(IA).CNN/CBS news stories in story or abridged
(simplified) readings with audio, vocabulary,
word selection, multiple choice
,sequencing,conclusion and your turn (writing a
comment). Good stuff for reading, vocabulary,
listening and writing all together. Another useful
site for integrative language skills practice online.

Sky.com

‘http://news.skv.com/ skynews/video/

Watch and listen to the news on Skynews.
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‘website from Hong Kong Polytechnic University;
A-Z index for academic English learning; From
General English to Academic English and
http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/sitemap.htm Workplace English, all you need is available on
this website. An ideal site for reference and also
perfect your English.

_.Monash university: Academic English learning

‘and study skills for intermediate up to advanced
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/index.xml levels.

;.Click on audio and video to watch the lectures

http://www.greshamcollege.ac.uk/events.asp?Pageld=4|jelivered at Gresham
5

http://www.english-the-easy-way.com/ |

English Grammar The Easy Way [Excellent Site for tips and notes on academic
R mmmstudly skills such as note-taking; cover letters and

) resumes,college writing,proof reading, and so on..
http://www.english-the-easy-way.com This site explains English so that everyone could

understand.

_. Skills for Life from the Machester College. Direct

Links to Interactive English Activities on other
ESL/ESL websites. Tips and exercises on
Reading, Working with words, Writing and

htt ://Www.ci col.com/basic_skills/activities Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, Speaking and
english.htm Listening. Make sure to revise it for improving

your academic study skills. An English for
Academic purposes site.

Isabel's ESL Site \
Topic based interactive quizzes on British culture.

http://www.isabelperez.com/holidays.htm

http://www.anglik.net/britishlife.htm '
http://www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsme 1€ in the UK; quizzes and exercises
nu/life-in-the-uk.html

Britishlifestyle and quizzes.
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APPENDIX-C: The layout of the contact section of the website including four e-mail addresses for

contact information, accessible at (http://www.funandeasyefl.com/contact.html)

(& . FUN SLEASY EFL ::.. - Windows Internet Explorer =
G_.\:}— B e fumandeasyefi.com <ot el ~[&][#s][%] [P coogle Arama 1[2]]
Dosya Dizen Gorunim Sk Kullandanlar — Araglar  Yardim \ X @

<o Sk Kullanilantar | %5 @ Gnerilen Siteler ~ | Daha fazla ekdenti bul ~

i

- v [ dm v Sayfav Givenlik~ Araglr~ @~ )

E-mail : kirali_f@ibu.edu.tr
E-mail : filizkirali@gmail.com
E-mail : kirali-fi@hotmail.com
E-mail : info@finandeasvefl.com

© 2010 Kaynak Gosterilerek Alnti Yapilabilir.
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APPENDIX-D
Etik Ilkelere Uyulduguna Iliskin Metin

Yiiksek lisans tezi olarak sundugum, ‘’Supplementing Basic Level Receptive
Skills Programme At Tertiary Level Preparatory Classrooms With EFL/ESL
Websites: The Case Of Abant Izzet Baysal University’’baslikli ¢alismanin
yazilmasinda, bilimsel ve etik kurallara uyuldugunu, bagkalarinin eserlerinden
yararlanilmas1 durumunda atifta bulunuldugunu, kullanilan verilerde herhangi bir tahrifat
yapilmadigini, tezin tamaminin ya da bir kisminin bu {iniversite veya baska bir liniversitede
bir tez ¢calismasi olarak sunulmadigini beyan ederim. 11.03.2001
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