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ABSTRACT

LINKING FEMINIST REPRESENTATIONS WITH IDENTITY

PRESENTATIONS ON TWITTER

DEMIR, Sule
M.S., The Department of Psychology

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Banu CINGOZ ULU

September 2022, 70 pages

The feminist movement maintains its importance at a time when femicides never
decreased, and violence against women is still one of the important items on the
agenda. Considering the benefits that gender equality will provide to every group of
society, feminist representations are generally shaped negatively. As the role of
social groups in creating social representations cannot be denied, associating with
identity in representation studies can strengthen our knowledge on the subject.
Accordingly, the aim of the present study is to reveal the prevailing social
representations related to feminists, analyze identity presentations, and examine the
relationship between feminist representations and identity presentations on Twitter in

v



Tiirkiye. For this purpose, thematic analysis was applied to 542 tweets taken from
Twitter to see feminist representations. The themes found in 219 tweets are as
follows: feminist characteristics and qualities are negative, feminist ideology is
harmful to the country, and boundaries of feminist identity. The bio section has been
examined to look at how identities are presented on Twitter. Words in 542 bios are
assigned to the main categories of descriptors, affiliations, preferences, quotes and
undetectable. Although there is not enough data to clearly reveal the relationship
between feminist representations and identity presentations, it is thought that
mentioning sports club support, religion, reactionary movements, and political
connections in social identity presentations may be related to feminist
representations.

Keywords: feminism, feminist representations, social identity presentations, Twitter
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TWITTER’DAKI FEMINIST TEMSILLERIN KIMLIK SUNUMLARIYLA

ILISKiSI

DEMIR, Sule
Yiiksek Lisans, Psikoloji Bolimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Banu CINGOZ ULU

Eyliil 2022, 70 sayfa

Kadin cinayetlerinin asla azalmadig1 ve kadina yonelik siddetin giindemin
degismeyen maddelerinden biri oldugu bir donemde feminist hareket nemini
korumaktadir. Cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasinin toplumun her grubuna saglayacagi
faydalar1 goz onilinde bulundurarak ¢aligan feministlere karsi olusturulan temsiller,
genelde negatif olarak sekillenmektedir. Sosyal temsilleri olusturmada sosyal
gruplarin yeri yadsinamayacagindan temsil arastirmalarinda kimlikle iligkilendirmek
konuyla ilgili bilgimizi gii¢clendirebilir. Bu dogrultuda mevcut ¢alismanin amaci,
Tiirkiye’de feministlerle ilgili yaygin sosyal temsilleri ortaya ¢ikarmak, kimlik
sunumlarini analiz etmek ve feminist temsiller ile Twitter’da kimlik sunumu
arasindaki iligkiyi incelemektir. Bu amagla, feministlere yonelik sosyal temsilleri
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tespit etmek icin Twitter’dan alinan 542 tweete tematik analiz uygulanmistir. 219
tweette bulunan temalar soyledir: feminist 6zellikler ve nitelikler olumsuzdur,
feminist ideoloji iilkeye zararlidir, feminist kimligin sinirlari. Bio boliimii, Twitter’da
kimliklerin nasil sunulduguna bakmak i¢in incelenmistir. 542 bioda yer alan
kelimeler tanimlayicilar, baglantilar, tercihler, alintilar ve tespit edilemez ana
kategorilerine atanmigtir. Feminist temsiller ile kimlik sunumlar1 arasindaki iligkiyi
net bir sekilde ortaya koymak i¢in yeterli veri bulunmamasina ragmen, sosyal kimlik
sunumunda spor kuliibii taraftarligi, din, gerici hareketler ve siyasi baglantilardan
bahsedilmesinin feminist temsillerle iliskili olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: feminizm, feminist temsilleri, Twitter’da kimlik sunumu
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to everyone who is brave enough to identify as a feminist

viii



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Assist. Prof. Dr. Banu Cing6z Ulu
for her supervision, support and feedback throughout my dissertation.

I would also like to thank the examining committee members, Assist. Prof.
Dr. Suzan Ceylan Batur and Assist. Prof. Dr. Leman Korkmaz Karaoglu, for their
constructive comments and invaluable contributions.

Thanks should also go to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hakan Oviing Ongur. Oviing
Hocam, I am grateful to you for taking time for me, even in your limited time and for
increasing my motivation in each conversation. I am fortunate to have had the
opportunity to be your student. [ am deeply grateful to Assist. Prof. Dr. Yagmur Ar
Karci and Assist. Prof. Dr. Gdzde Ikizer. I cannot thank you enough for the things
you have taught me, for being a role model, and for increasing my hope and
enthusiasm for academic life.

I would also like to extend my thanks to the A¢ik Bilim Tiirkiye team and
Prof. Dr. Mine Misirlisoy for the most memorable lesson of my graduate education,
for making me look at science from a more realistic perspective, and for broadening
my horizon with the discussions in the course.

And METU Yoyomi Lab (inside joke)... Defne Alkan, Ezgi Tasyiirek, irem
Ayar, Ozgiin Ozakay, and Rusen Ali Sayat, it was my greatest chance to start my
master's degree at the same time as you. Thank you very much for our thesis camps

and group therapy sessions. Rusen, you deserve a special thanks for being the light

X



for me when I was lost in the coding process. When you crave lentil tofu, you know
the address.

My best friends, Gizem Onal and Ceren Babaoglu (Gizot and Cerot), it would
be unfair to call you close friends; thank you for being my family in Ankara,
allowing me to be myself and being the funniest friends in the world. Thanks for
being 3 and 5 to my 8. The world would be a very unpleasant place without you.

My dear family, my father Hakan, my mother Necla and my dear brother
Oguzhan, the biggest thanks to you for your unconditional support. Thank you for
letting me stand on my own two feet and trusting me in every situation. I would also
like to thank my extended family, who are proud of my achievements and happy
with my joy. My aunts, uncle, grandmother, cousins, grandfather... Your presence
gives me strength. Special thanks to my grandmother Nurten. My biggest regret is
not being able to be with you in your last moments in life because of my master's
education, but I hope you know how much I love you. There is not a day that I do not
miss you.

Last but not least, my comfort zone, my biggest supporter, the person who
knows me best, Mehmet, I am glad you are in my life. You were always by my side
even when [ was at my lowest, and I hope you always will be. Everything would
have been more difficult without you. “Hartelijke bedankt” for always being there

for me whenever I need it.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PLAGIARISM ..ottt ettt il
ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt et sttt es et et tesbe b nae s v
OZ ettt vi
DEDICATION ...ttt ettt sttt ae ettt nbenbe e eaes viii
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ..ottt sttt ene ix
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt Xi
LIST OF TABLES ..ottt sttt xiii
CHAPTERS
1. INTRODUCTION.....utiiiiitiiesieeteteteeeee ettt s eneeneas 1
1.1. FeminiSt MOVEMENL ......cc.eecuiriiiiiiiieiieieeiiesieeie ettt s 2
1.1.2 Feminist rePreSENtatiONS. .......eerueeerieriierieeiieeieetieseeeeteesaeeteessseeseesneeeseessnes 6
L2, TACTIEILY .ottt ettt ettt et et e et e e abe et e e e sbeenseesaaeenseensnas 8
2. METHOD ...ttt sbe et 11
2.1. Retrieval and Cleaning of TWEELS .......c.ccccueeriieriieiiieiiiciieeie et 11
2.2. Data Analysis Procedures ............ccoceeriieriiiiiienieeiiesie et 12
2.2.1 CodiNg OF BIOS ...eeeiiieiieeiieiieeieee ettt ettt e e s 12
2.2.2 Feminist representations i tWEELS .......ccveervierieeriienieeiienieeieesieeeieesveeneens 15
3. FINDINGS ...ttt ettt beebe e 16

Xi



3.1 Identity Presentations on TWitter BiOS .........cccveeiiiriieiiiinieeiieiieeieeiie e 16

31,1 DIESCIIPLOLS .eoneiieiiieiieeiieeiie et eite ettt e et estt e et e e stae et e eseesnbeeseesnseenseesnseenseens 16
3 1.2 PIEfET@NCES ..ottt 17
313 QUOTES. ..eeeeeeiiiie ettt ettt e e et e ettt e e e e e e e e et e e e e e atb e e e e earaaeeeearaaaeanns 17
3. 1.4 ATIHATIONS .eeeiiiiiiiiciieeee ettt 18
3. 1.5 UNdetectable......c.eiiiiiiiiieieeieceeece e 20
3.2 Themes of feminist representations N tWEets .........cccevveruerruereenerieeneenennnn 20
3.2.1 Feminist Characteristics and Qualities are Negative.........ccecveeeveeriienieennnens 21
3.2.2 Feminist Ideology is Harmful to the Country ..........ccceeevvevieneiiicniencnnene 22
3.2.3 Boundaries of Feminist [dentity............ccceviiriiieniiiiiiinieeieeieeceeeeeeee e 26

3.3 The Relationship Between Feminist Representations in Tweets and Identity

Presentation 1N BiOS.......ccuviiiiiiiiiiieiee et 27
4. GENERAL DISCUSSION.........coiiiiriieeieieeeeeeeeseeesee s eseeseeees s 32
4.1 DISCUSSION ...ceutveieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeateeeeeetaeeeeeeeaaeeeeeetaeeeeeesseeeeeesseeeeeesreeeann 32
4.2 LAMILATIONS ..eeeivviieeieiiiieeeeeieeeeeeeteeeeeetteeeeeetteeeeeeeaaeeeeeeaaeeeeeeaseeeeeetseeeeeenreeeaans 41
REFERENCES ........coooiiuiiiiiiieeeeeeeeesees e eeeeee s sessessassas s sen s 43
APPENDICES
A. TURKISH SUMMARY / TURKCE OZET ..o, 50
B. THESIS PERMISSION FORM / TEZ IZIN FORMU..........cccocoverererierereeran, 70

Xii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Distribution of Tweets by Affiliation Categories in Bios According to
Feminist Representations in TWEETS.........cccuieiieriiieniienieeiieeie ettt 29
Table 2. Distribution of Tweets by Affiliation Categories (Political and Religious) in
Bios According to Feminist Representations in TWeEets .........cccevvverievieneenieenieneenne. 30
Table 3. Distribution of Tweets by Categories Other than Affiliations in Bios

According to Feminist Representations in TWeets.........cccccceveereriinieneniienienienene 31

Xiii






CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Feminism, in its most basic sense, can be defined as a movement that aims to
defend women's rights and freedoms and eliminate inequalities. Even though the
history of advocacy for women's rights goes back even before the word feminism, and
women are fighting for their rights with every passing day, news from many parts of
the world shows that women are still fighting even for substitute rights such as the
right to live. According to anitsayac.com, a digital memorial for women killed by
violence, the number of women killed in Tiirkiye in the first six months of 2022 is 196
(Anit Sayag: Siddetten Olen Kadinlar I¢in Dijital Anit, 2022).

Since the emergence of the feminist movement, women have been struggling
to live, exist in social environments, have a say about their own bodies and have equal
conditions with men. While the numbers of violence against women are like this and
the struggle of women has not diminished for a moment, the feminism movement is
still not a movement that is fully accepted by society. As discussed in the following
sections, people who claim to defend women's rights make statements such as "I am
not a feminist, but..." and avoid being defined as a feminist. While this is the case,
identifying the determinants of these negative representations of feminists can both fill
the gap in studies of feminist representations in Turkish literature and provide clues

for the strengthening of the feminist movement.

1



1.1. Feminist Movement

Although feminism movements are examined under many different titles in the
world, traditionally, feminism is examined under three or four waves (Rampton, 2015).
First-wave feminism was seen in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and represents
the struggle of women for equal and libertarian rights in public and private spheres.

From the 1940s to the 1970s, second-wave feminism began to appear. In this
process, women have struggled to have equal rights with men in all areas of life. Since
the 1990s, the third-wave feminist movement has emerged. During this period, many
problems such as social class, race and environmental problems were included in the
struggle, and efforts were made to defend the rights of all women. These feminists
opposed the patriarchal order and tried to overthrow it (Budgeon, 2011). Although it
has not yet found a wide place in the literature, some researchers say that fourth-wave
feminism is a "sound-making" culture that emerged with the spread of the internet. In
this period, which is also referred to as digital feminism or hashtag feminism, the
visibility of feminism has increased thanks to the internet and feminists from different
parts of the world have had the chance to come together (Munro, 2013). Although
online feminism started to be seen with forums, blogs and online newspapers, it has
moved to areas where interaction is more intense and faster with the spread of social
media platforms (Martin & Valenti, 2013). Social media, with its double-sided
interaction feature, has made both feminist statements and positive or negative
comments on these statements more visible.

In order to understand the feminist representations in Turkey, it is useful to first
understand how the feminist movement developed in the country, which developed a
little differently than it did around the world. Although women's rights in Tiirkiye

began to gain importance with the rights given to women in education and working
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life during the 2nd Constitutional Monarchy, the place of women in social life was
emphasized with the proclamation of the Republic (Erdem, 2007).

Standing out as a women's rights defender in the Ottoman Period, Nezihe
Muhiddin pioneered the establishment of the Women's People's Party in 1923, with
the proclamation of the Republic, but the establishment of this party was rejected for
undisclosed reasons (Giingordii, 2019). Although it is said that women's lack of
political rights in this period prevented them from establishing a party, it is also
emphasized that the government wanted to realize the extent of women's rights within
the boundaries drawn by it. With the adoption of the principle of secularism, the place
of women was removed from the limits of Islamic law, and Tiirkiye became the first
country in the world to give women the right to vote and be elected, with the efforts
of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (Konan, 2011). However, the decisions taken in this rapid
transition period did not find wide coverage in practice.

These legal regulations set an example of "state feminism" and almost did not
leave a word for feminism (Tunali, 1996). In other words, women, whose status has
improved considerably with the rights granted, did not feel the need to put forward
another demand. To Giing6rdii (2019), in this period, an image of a woman was tried
to be created on behalf of women, without asking women and despite women.
According to Tekeli (1985), the reason why the women's movement did not emerge
during this period is that women did not realize that they were oppressed because of
the excitement of this identity attributed to the state. In addition, Zihnioglu and Toprak
(2009) emphasized that the political power of the period did not want to leave the gains
of women's rights to anyone.

The acceleration of feminism in Tiirkiye corresponds to the period of political
vacuum after 1980, the September 12 Military Coup. During this period, feminist
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classics were translated into Turkish, and feminist journals began to be published
(Oztiirk, 2017). In the same period, women's organizations were established. Turkey
accepted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, organized by the UN, in 1985 and established the “Advisory Board for
Policies Against Women” affiliated with the State Planning Organization, which is the
first official institution focusing on women (Bitmez, 2019). It can be said that these
studies carried out on the principle of secularism are defined as anti-Islamic in a
country that has undergone a major revolution.

Organized in the 1980s against domestic violence, the feminist movement
spread from street protests to universities and non-governmental organizations in the
1990s (Diner & Toktas, 2010). Over time, the women's movement moved to state
programs and international forums. These movements, which progressed in a more
organized way, continued until the early 2000s, but the unfinished EU membership
process also affected this situation (Eslen-Ziya, 2007). The fact that the mainstream
media is under the control of political power has created the necessity of moving social
movements to a place where they can be defended more freely. Afterwards, the
women's movement moved to social media, which was seen as the fourth wave of
feminism in the world (Eslen-Ziya, 2013).

The move of the feminist movement to the internet has had many positive and
negative consequences. Some of the positive results are that the discourses reach a lot
of people in a very short time, the dialogue becomes easier and even people who are
difficult to reach under normal conditions can be reached. Especially thanks to the
feminism movement carried to social media, femicides have become more visible and
pressure has been created for the perpetrators to be caught. For example, Kadin

Cinayetlerini Durduracagiz Platformu (We Will Stop Femicide Platform), with more
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than 170,000 followers on Twitter, brings femicide to the agenda and organizes
thousands of people to follow the cases of femicides in Tiirkiye (Ozkan, 2018).
Besides, social media creates an interactive environment that cannot be reached in
daily life. For example, after the hashtag #NotAllMen, which became popular,
especially after the murder of 6 women in California and stating not all men do harm
to women, the hashtag #YesAllWomen stating that almost all women are exposed to
misogynistic situations, has become a trend.

On the other hand, reaching of these ideas to people who are not ready to hear
the feminist discourses and the fact that people with a considerable audience produce
opposing campaigns have led to the emergence of negative representations of
feminism. For example, the content analysis conducted on the topics "Feminism" and
"Feminist" on ekisozluk.com, the most well-known virtual dictionary platform in
Tiirkiye, revealed that the definitions of feminism generally contain sexuality and
violence and that the users in the dictionary do not accurately understand the concept
of feminism (Alikilig & Bas, 2019). Although it can be restrictive to research on the
internet because the ideas of people who do not have internet access cannot be
represented, being able to get people's thoughts without compressing them into the
forms of survey or interview questions makes social media researches valuable.
Therefore, investigating representations of feminists on social media can provide us
with a more general perspective. First, after summarizing the history of feminism from
its emergence to the digital world, it would be helpful to make a summary of feminist

representations in the literature.



1.1.2 Feminist representations

Social representations include common opinions and knowledge that societies
produce based on their experiences, and this theory, which Serge Moscovici brought
to the field, assumes that society has a common cognition (Oner, 2002). According to
Parker (1987), social representation reflects the shared reality of the group and is
defined as information shared with social connections. Therefore, considering the
feminist representations together with the social groups of individuals will provide a
more inclusive view on the subject.

Although most people embrace feminist principles, they avoid being identified
as feminists (Burn et al., 2000; Moi, 2006). This shows that there are negative
representations of the word feminist and its identity. Considering the view that society
has a shared cognition, identifying and elaborating on these representations may lead
to a more accurate understanding of the word feminist.

In the study carried out by Berryman-Fink and Verderber in 1985, attributions
and evaluative connotations for the word feminist were collected under five headings:
general evaluations, behavioral characteristics, political orientation, sexual preference
and gender classification. As a result of this study, it was found that the feminist
stereotype in the minds of the participants was logical, knowledgeable, intelligent,
aggressive, career-oriented, heterosexual and female etc. In the study of Haddock and
Zanna (1994), participants (especially male authoritarian participants compared to
females) evaluated feminist women less favorably than housewives. In the discussion
of the study, this situation was both related to the perceptions of the feminist
stereotype, and the fact that authoritarian males showed this effect more was associated

with intergroup attitudes. Twenge and Zucker (1999) found that evaluations of
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feminists ranged from neutral to positive. In addition, the participants stated that
feminists have more negative characteristics than typical women, and they hesitated
to define themselves as feminists despite positive evaluations of feminists. Alexander
and Ryan (1997), in a study in which they asked women about feminist stereotypes in
society, concluded that feminists are masculine, radical, and men-haters.

Sakall1 (2001) found that the words feminism-feminists were perceived more
negatively than the words women's rights-women's rights defenders. Aktan and Bilim
(2016), in their study investigating the contents of stereotypes against women, revealed
that feminists are perceived as having high competence and low compassion. The
reason for investigating representations rather than attributions or attitudes toward
feminists in the current study is that we believe that the thoughts about the concept of
feminism are not the things that people create individually but the things that emerge
as aresult of social cognition. Also, receiving data from a social media platform rather
than a one-to-one information gathering process, such as an interview, enabled us to
collect information about people's social communications. Moscovici (as cited in
Oner, 2002) also stated that social representations are produced, changed and spread
during communication.

Building the research on a collective concept such as social representation and
evaluating the results separately from social groups may cause us to misunderstand the
issue because social representations include the contents of our religious beliefs,
political views and other identities (Oner, 2002). Therefore, investigating how feminist
representations vary according to different social identities can help to illuminate
contradictory results, such as seeing feminists as both masculine and anti-men, and

can help to interpret this issue from the perspective of intergroup relations.



1.2. Identity

Identity is perhaps one of the most fundamental issues of social psychology.
Every word we use to describe ourselves is discussed in the context of identity. While
the "unique features" that a person uses when defining oneself are within the scope of
self-identity, it falls under the provisions of social identity to define oneself with group
membership or social ties (Trepte & Loy, 2017). According to Tajfel (1981), social
identity is that part of a person's self-concept that relates to the value they attributes to
membership in a social group (p. 255). Identities can emerge in specific situations and
are hierarchically organized (Stryker, 1968). For example, a person may have a
different national identity, family ties, and work-related identities. As national identity
becomes more evident during a war, the most obvious identity for a father whose child
is starting school may be his role in the family. Which identity emerges in which
situations can give us clues about future attitudes and behaviors. (Burke & Reitzes,
1981).

Goffman (1959) summarized this situation as people reflect themselves
differently according to where and with whom they are. Therefore, identity studies
have an important place in understanding how contexts and situations influence
psychology and outcome. Although a person's self-perception is affected by many
variables and is not a fixed thing, a comprehensive study of the subject can be an
important resource in showing how effects occur in different contexts, understanding
intergroup attitudes, and conducting intervention studies. From this point of view, it
can be a useful resource to examine whether how people describe themselves on social

media affects their shares.



Some researchers believed that with the emergence of social media, this non-
face-to-face communication would radically change the traditional perception of
identity and that distinctions such as race and gender would be understood as social
constructions (Turkle, 1995, as cited in Marwick, 2013). However, social media is not
a completely anonymous universe, and people give clues about their identities even in
the biography section of their profile. Contrary to the times when social media first
emerged, people's use of this medium as a place to communicate with people they
know causes the opposite of expectations (Ellison et al., 2007).

The increasing accessibility of technology and the widening of the age range
for accessing the internet day by day have made social media more popular in every
age group. The inability to communicate face-to-face, especially during the pandemic
period, has made it almost mandatory for communication to be conducted only online
(Gioia et al., 2021). This situation has made social media research much more
essential, and it has become a productive working area to see how people are in social
environments. This has led to the fact that online-identity studies have started to take
place in the field of self-identity and social identity.

Papacharissi (2002) investigated how personal homepages reflect online
identities. Shapiro and Margolin (2014) emphasized the role of online identity in
identity development for young people who hesitate to reflect on their identity in real
life. According to Hillier and Harrison (2007), homosexual young people reflect their
identities more easily online. Rogers & Jones (2021), in their longitudinal study,
observed that American users add political words to their bios more than other
categories and that the number of political words added to bios has increased over the
years. Yoder et al. (2020) found that identity presentation is associated with content

propagation on Tumblr. Accordingly, users with similar identity presentations tend to
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share each other's posts. Pathak et al. (2021) divided the words in the bios into
preferences, personal descriptors, affiliations and actions in their study with metadata.
In the light of all this literature, the aim of the current research is to analyze the social
identity presented by Twitter users in their bios, to make a thematic analysis of feminist
representations on Twitter, and to investigate the relationship between identity

presentation in bios and feminist representations.
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CHAPTER 2

METHOD

2.1. Retrieval and Cleaning of Tweets

In order to investigate the identity presentations on Twitter and to associate
with feminist representations in tweets, an academic application has been made to
Twitter's platform API, which aims to share users' public data with developers. Then,
with the help of MAXQDA, 7599 Turkish tweets containing the word "feminist" were
sent between April 1 and April 23, 2022, and the information of the users who posted
these tweets were captured. Of these tweets, 300 random tweets (Set 1) were selected
to create the coding scheme for their bio text. Another set of 300 tweets (Set 2) was
used to test the resulting categories.

After adjustments of the bio categories, another sample of 600 tweets (Set 3)
randomly selected from the data pool were examined as the main data of the thesis. If
the same profile had more than one tweet, only one of these was selected at random.
At this stage, 44 tweets were removed from the analyses. In addition, although Turkish
tweets were requested during the data extraction process from Twitter, a few non-
Turkish tweets were found. The detected 14 non-Turkish tweets were removed from
the analyses. After removing a total number of 58 tweets, the coding process was

conducted with 542 tweets and bios.
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2.2. Data Analysis Procedures

An inductive approach was followed for feminist representations and a
deductive approach for bio categorizations. The relationship between feminist
representations and identity presentation was examined by looking at intersection

clusters.

2.2.1 Coding of Bios

Three hundred randomly selected tweets (Set 1) from the data pool were used
to test the categories in the study of Pathak et al. (2021). In the aforementioned study,
the authors examined the bios under four main headings: preferences, personal
descriptors, affiliations and actions. Preferences include things people like (e.g.
basketball-lovers), in personal descriptors, people mention an adjective about
themselves (e.g. rebellious, young, passionate), affiliations represent social groups or
movements that people are involved in, and the actions category is where interests are
mentioned as verbs (e.g. running).

The subcategories of these four categories were analyzed as detailed as possible
to understand which concepts have more weight in Twitter bios.

Movements, institutional, religion-related and political were chosen as
subcategories of the affiliations category. Afterwards, these subcategories were
divided into very detailed categories based on the wordings and symbols in Twitter
bios. For example, in the category of movements, there are feminist, anti-feminist,
animal rights, individual armament, anti-refugee, etc.; religion-related category has

deist, atheist, and Muslim; the political category is divided into subcategories such as
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Kemalism, Turkism, Socialism, as well as political parties. The preferences category
included various fandoms (Korean, sports clubs, the tv show Survivor). The
descriptors of personal profiles are divided into categories such as horoscope, age,
location, and gender.

Undetectable, social roles and quote categories are opened for bios that are not
included in these four categories. The undetectable category is used for bio elements
that the coder cannot understand. In social roles, there are items in bios that describe
social ties. In quotes, there are items such as aphorisms, lyrics and movie lines that do
not give clues about the person's identity. The created categories were tested on data
Set 1.

Before moving on to data Set 2, randomly selected tweets to be used for coding
practice, the subcategories, which were adjusted in great detail, were assigned to more
inclusive categories, considering the number of bios assigned. For example, since three
bios were assigned to the horoscope category and five bios to the age category in the
first data set, these categories were removed, and the related words were evaluated as
personal descriptors. In addition, the "sports club fan" category under the preferences
has been moved under affiliations, considering that people can identify with the fan
group of the team they support and consider it a social group membership.

Since the category of social roles defines a person's relationship with the family
or person to whom they are associated, not their own characteristics, it was deemed
appropriate to be moved under the category of affiliations. The items under the
movements category are divided into two main groups, progressive and reactionary,
considering the theoretical basis. According to McVeigh (2009), reactionary
movements are the movement of relatively advantaged groups in society to protect

their position, while in progressive movements, people strive to provide rights to
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disadvantaged or oppressed people (p. 32-33). In the last case, the categories were
created as follows.
e UNDETECTABLE
e QUOTES
e DESCRIPTORS
o Personal
o Corporate
e AFFILIATIONS
o Social Roles
o Institutional
o Fandom
= Sports Club Fan
o Movements
= Progressive
= Reactionary
o Religion-related
=  Muslim
= Non-Muslim

o Political

After all these adjustments, the specified categories were tested on 300 bios.
Finally, 542 bios obtained after cleaning 600 tweets selected as main data were
assigned to the selected categories. The details of the categories will be explained in

the results section along with the assigned bios.
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2.2.2 Feminist representations in tweets

In order to determine the feminist representations in tweets, Thematic Analysis
was applied in a step-by-step fashion (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Firstly, in order to
become familiar with the data, 542 tweets were read multiple times by two different
researchers. Then, the first coding was performed to find common patterns; afterwards,
the themes started to be structured. All themes that stood out were recorded in detail.
All tweets were read a few more times to determine whether the themes were
compatible with the data. The report was created after the themes were divided into

categories and named.
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CHAPTER 3

FINDINGS

3.1 Identity Presentations on Twitter Bios

The bios of five hundred forty-two tweets were examined in detail, as
mentioned above. Ninety-eight of these bios were found to be empty. Four hundred
forty-four bios were assigned to the main categories Descriptors, Affiliations,
Preferences, Quotes, and Undetectable.

Three hundred forty-two bios were assigned to only one of the specified
identity categories, seventy bios were assigned to two different categories, eighteen
bios were assigned to three different categories, and two bios were assigned to 4

different categories.

3.1.1 Descriptors

In this category, primarily corporate profiles are separated. There is a
statement in the bios of thirty-three profiles that they were institutional profile. The
tweets of these profiles were not evaluated because they do not express personal
opinions and generally consist of neutral tweets such as news and announcements;

they are not included in other bio categories.

16



Personal Descriptors such as gender, age and adjectives were found in the
bios of sixty-four profiles. Unfortunately, since these expressions are not enough to
be gathered under certain subheadings, all personal identifiers are gathered under a

single heading.

3.1.2 Preferences

Preferences are the category where people talk about their likes, dislikes, and
interests. For example, "Askeri tarih tutkunu (Military history buff)", "Filmler,
diziler, kitaplar, sarkilar, siirler ve kediler (Movies, series, books, songs, poems, and
cats)". In this category, the things that are liked and disliked in bios are examined
under a single heading since they are not enough to be divided into sub-categories.

Forty bios included at least one item categorized under the preferences category.

3.1.3 Quotes

This category opened for expressions such as lyrics, memes, and actor’s lines
in bios. Since inferences about the identities of the individuals cannot be made from
the aforementioned statements, such a category was needed. Quotes were found in
ninety-three bios; seventy-one of these bios do not contain any expressions other
than quotes.

Yasamak bir can sikintis1 midir Omiir hanim?
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3.1.4 Affiliations

Social identity can be defined as where people place themselves in a social
context (Deaux et al., 1995). People's race and social roles (parent, spouse, sibling)
can be considered as social identity, as well as other group memberships such as
political parties, advocacy, and organizations. The affiliations category was created
with this definition in mind and was actually used in cases where people identify
themselves with a person, group or organization.

In the bios, two hundred fifty-eight items were found to be assigned to the
affiliations, and this was the most crowded category. Subheadings under this
category are as follows: institutional, social roles, fandom, movements, religion-
related, and political. These subcategories are detailed according to the prevalence
level in bios.

Institutional (n=92) is the sub-category where the items that people mention
about the institution they work for, their profession, and the school they study at are
assigned.

In social roles (n=8), there are items where people talk about their partners,
family members, or friends, such as “father of two angels”.

Under the fandom title, there are items such as the person, series or football
team that people are a fan of. Considering the numerical multiplicity of the assigned
items, it was deemed appropriate to open the "sports fan" sub-heading under this
heading. The number of people who talk about the sports club they support in their

bio is twenty-six. The number of people talking about other fandom items is eleven.
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The movements category is divided into two sub-headings: progressive and
reactionary. Movements advocating that disadvantaged groups should have better
conditions are included in progressive (n=21). For example, "Syrian Rights are
Human Rights, Satin Alma Sahiplen (Adopt, Don't Shop), or Istanbul S6zlesmesi
Yasatir (Istanbul Contract Keeps You Alive)". Reactionary (n=21), on the other
hand, refers to movements that want the disadvantaged groups to maintain their
disadvantaged position or that want the advantaged groups to gain a more
advantageous position, such as "Ulkesinde sigimmaci istemeyen geng (A youth who
does not want refugees in their country), Feminizm kanserine kars1 antitoksin tiretim
merkezi (antitoxin production center against feminism cancer)".

The religion-related (n=15) category is divided into two categories, Muslim
(n=12) and Non-Muslim (n=3), according to the number of bios assigned. In the bios
assigned to these categories, there are religion-related elements such as verses,
hadiths, or expressions such as "Allah yok din yalan (There is no God, religion is a
lie)".

Items expressing the political views of the people are assigned to the title of
political (n=65). Subcategories assigned items were Turkism, Radical Islam,
Nationalism, National Vision Movement, Conservative, Socialism, Kurdish Political
Movement, Anarchism, and Kemalism. Since one or two items were assigned to
some of these categories, the categories were grouped under the headings of Right
and Left, as stated by Sayilan (2018), in order to make a more comprehensive
analysis. Radical Islam, Nationalism, National Movement, and Conservatism united
under the title of right-wing; Socialism, Kurdish Political Movement and Anarchism
are united under the title of left-wing. However, in Sayilan’s (2018) article,

Kemalism cannot be assigned to the right or left ideological view. Therefore, the
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political category was united under the following headings: Right (n=42), Left (n=4),

and Kemalism (n=19).

3.1.5 Undetectable

This category is constructed for bios that are not fully understood or make
sense. While some of these bios only contain punctuation marks or emoji, some
contain expressions such as "zx0sco¢zxc-" and "bos", etc. Bios containing unreal
titles such as “itii tip”, “Prof. Do¢. Dr. Parametrik Metabiyoloji MikroEnerji
Anabilim Rektorii” were assigned to this category. There are sixty-three bios in the
undetectable category. Bios included in any of the other categories are not included

in this category.

3.2 Themes of feminist representations in tweets

After the five hundred forty-two tweets evaluated were read repeatedly by
two different researchers, it was determined that there were two hundred nineteen
tweets that could unite around certain themes. Some of the other tweets are
completely unrelated to the topic (for example, they are only included in the data
because the username contains the word feminist), some are event announcements or
news content, some are incomprehensible, and some are unique tweets that cannot be
united around a theme. Among these two hundred nineteen tweets with a theme, only
one prominent theme was found in one hundred ninety-five of these tweets. While
two themes were seen in nineteen of them, three different themes were found in five

tweets.
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The themes found were grouped under three main categories: feminist
characteristics and qualities are negative, feminist ideology is harmful to the

country, and boundaries of feminist identity.

3.2.1 Feminist Characteristics and Qualities are Negative

This theme is a collection of tweets targeting the character traits or looks of
feminists. The subtitles of the theme can be listed as hypocrites, using the word
feminist as an insult, aggressive, idiot, anti-men, ugly, and incompetent, according to
the number of tweets assigned.

Hypocrites (n=33) is the theme of tweets that say feminists aren't doing what
they advocate. We can say that whataboutism is dominant in this theme, where
tweets such as "Where were you when this happened" are common.

Sismanfobinin bu kadar can aciti olmasinin en biiyiik sebeplerinden bir tanesi
iyilesmek i¢in hicbir yere sahip olmamamiz. Kafaniz1 nereye ¢evirseniz, kafanizi
hangi asir1 gelismis ve feminist oldugunu sdyleyen delige soksaniz oradan bile les
gibi sismanfobi akiyor

It has been seen that some of the tweets on this theme are also included in the themes
of don't do anything about refugees and associated with terrorism.

Using the word feminist as an insult was also quite a common theme (n=19).
In this theme, there are tweets that are expressed as if being a feminist is a bad and
disgraceful thing.

Sagmaliklarini, feminist zihin digkilarini kendine saklarsan sevinirim ¢iinkii seni
tanimiyorum, tanimakta istemiyorum, buradan bakinca fikirlerinde berbat ve aptalca
goriiniiyor. Arkadagimla ettigim sohbete miidahil olma, git kendi arkadaglarinla ne
istiyorsan onu konus.

The aggressive theme (n=13) includes tweets expressing that feminists have

senseless and constant anger and aggression. The concept of "feminist lynching" may
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be trying to be popularized in order to try to devalue this kind of solidarity,
especially due to the behavior of exposing the harassers, which emerged with the
spread of social media.

feminist linci yersem uzulursun ama :( djskkskx saka saka ne uzulcen aq beraber
guleriz djdkdkdk

Erkekler giiliip gecer umrunda olmaz haklisin knk falan gibi sdylemler goriirsiin ama
bu cahil feminist tayfa hep saldirgan

Again, in order to devalue feminist solidarity, tweets stating that feminists are idiots
(n=7), anti-men (n=>5), ugly (n=4), and incompetent (n=2) were seen.
Feminist olup aptal olmayan tek bir canli gormedim daha

Edip o kadar ateist feminist ile tartistin, bunlarin savunulacak taraflart yok ellerine
gii¢ gecirseler erkekleri hadim edecekler bir giin.

Aynist feminist kizlar i¢in de gecerli niyeyse ekseriyeti ¢irkin aw %10 var giizel
onlar da neymis bu bi bakim diye giriyor sonra ¢ikiyor bak abi mesela virginia
woolf'a

3.2.2 Feminist Ideology is Harmful to the Country

In this theme, phrases about feminists harming Tiirkiye's legislative,
executive, judicial organs, territorial integrity, culture and religion were collected.

Associated with terrorism (n=36) is that people accuse feminists of being
divisive; and consists of tweets that argue that the feminist movement is aimed at
dividing the country. This theme includes common tweets with the theme that
feminists don’t do anything about the refugees and that feminists are a global project
funded by external actors. Basically, they all argue that feminists are a threat to the
integrity of Tirkiye.

@birincimucahit Sosyal terér Feminizm'i azgmlagtiran 6284 sayili iftira ve fuhus
kanunu derhal iptal edilmelidir! Feminist teror orgiitleri kapatilmali, elebaglar
tutuklanmalidir!
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@BY sayin yildirim 15 temmuzda sabahlara kadar sokaklarda sabahladik
hgkiimetimsz yikilmasin diye Su¢umuz bunu darbeyi isteyen feminist nafaka
avcilarida sevinerek darbe girisimini seyrettiler biz sokaklalarda sabahladik
Sugumuz sizlere sahip ¢ikmakmi bundan sonrada oy onl.isteyin

Feminists don't do anything about refugees (n=35) contains tweets criticizing
feminists' failure to take action regarding irregular immigration into Tiirkiye. To
elaborate further, it is said that feminists do not speak out against foreign harassers
who are on the agenda in the country and that feminists are only hostile to Turkish
men. Therefore, in this theme, there are common tweets with the themes that
feminists are anti-men, anti-Turkish, and hypocrites.

Her boka ses ¢ikaran sézde feminist topluluklar: bu miilteci taciz tecaviizlerine neden
sesi ¢tkmiyor?

Regarding this theme, opposing views were found in five tweets. Opponents argue
that feminists react regardless of the nationality of the harassers and that it is not the
feminists who can solve the irregular immigration problem.

@Stalkeren80 @TCabarti “gercek feministler” gayet karsit. yani demem o ki burada
ses ¢ikarmadigi tizerinden sugladiginiz kisiler zaten feminist degiller? bunu anlamak
bu kadar zor olmamali bence

Miilteci olup da tacizci de olan erkek sorununu feministler mi ¢ézecek avel

Feminists are harmful to the executive, legislative, and judicial powers
(n=29) including tweets by people who think that feminists have a negative impact
on the functioning of the state. In addition to the tweets that think that Derya Yanik,
the current Minister of Family and Social Policies, is a feminist and that this situation
affects the family structure, and that the family minister who has no children is not
correct, there are also statements arguing that the law no. 6284, which protects
women who have been subjected to violence, encourages prostitution. People who

say they are "victims of indefinite alimony" argue that the law is affected by
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feminists; they say that if it goes on like this, the current government will not get
votes because it is under the influence of feminists.

Ak partili kadn vekillerin baskisi ile Haram #SueresizNafaka devam ediyor.
Ulkeyi feminist algiya mu teslim ettik?
ADAYIMIZ ERDOGAN olamaz éyle ise.

Siifyan komitesinin tahribat¢i rejim-i bid'akaranesini yargida devam ettiren feminist
hezeyanlarin1 hukuka uydurmus seklinde millete zulmiinii resmen ilan eden
zihniyete dur zaman geldi ve geciyor. Hitkiimet uyuma. Bu manevi ikazdir.

@EmineErdogan Sayin emine hanfendi Miisliiman bir iilkede zina serbest,6284
fuhus yasas1,Tmk175,kadinin yallan beyani esastir,siiresiz nafaka, cinsiyet
degisiminin sgk kapsamina alinmasi, feminist ve Igbt dernekleri ¢ikartilan kaninlar
yiizinden Aileler dagiliyor. Bunlarada bir s6ziinliz varmi

Sevgili 6zal in bize giderken hediye ettigi kanun.@RTErdogan da sagolsun hatayi
devam etirmekde direniyor.@deryayanikashb gibi hic evlenmemis ,aile kavrami

nedir bilmeyenleride bakan yaptigi surece feminist dusunce ve kanunlar bu milletin
boynunda pranga olmaya devam edecek...

In the theme of feminists are a global project funded by foreign actors
(n=14), people argue that feminists aim to harm the country as a tool of foreign
powers rather than defending gender equality.

En feminist, demokrat ve liberali tecaviizcii kisi ve gruplari savunuyor ¢iinkii bunun
icin fon aliyor ve Tiirkiye'de kokten bir etnik degisim yasansim istiyor.

Putin bile toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin kiiresel proje oldugunu anlad1 bizimkiler
halen "feminist isyan" hallerinde :)

(@deryayanikashb Sen ve seni oraya getiren Kiireselci Masonik Cetenin uzantisi

Yesil Feminist ekibin bu Memlekete verdigi zarar1 ¢ok az insan verdi.

O pesinden kostugunuz "Yeni Masonik Diinya Diizeni"ni sahiplerinin basina gecirip

o ugurda Millete zulmedenlerin Millet olarak burnundan getirecegiz!

In the theme feminists destroy the family structure (n=13), people argue that
the empowerment of women will harm the family structure and that women who do
not want to become mothers will prevent the population from increasing.

Is kolik manyak birisine ne diyebilirim ki, baba ile anneyi ¢ocuk icin ayn1 kefeye

koyuyor olmaniz ayr1 sorunlu bakis agis1 bence, hayata feminist pencereden bakmak

yerine, aile penceresinden bakmay1 deneyin &

Avrupa bizi igerideki kahpeler vasitasiyla Tiirk aile yapisini pargalayan ahlaken
bitiren feminist gruplarin biiyiik bagarist ve iktidarin yok olusundan dolay1
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kiskaniyor yarin savas olsa vallahi tek kursun atmadan teslim alacak hale
getirecekler iyi seyredin

Kademcilerin hepsi feminist iilkede aile yapisi bitsin diye ugrasiyor. Kadem bagi
olmayan bir bakan gelsin bak nasil degisiyor. Ulkede aile diye bir sey kalmadi. Yeni
is olanag yarattilar evlen bosan 6miir boyu nafaka al. Tiirkiyede erkek isen hi¢ bir
hakkin yok

Feminists harm religion (n=6) is a theme that combines tweets about gender
equality has no place in Islam. In the tweets on this theme, there are phrases that

consider feminism to be in the same category as atheism and deism.

ABDEST almasini bilmeyen!

NAMAZ KILMASINI bilmeyen!

KUR-ANI KERIM okumasini bilmeyen!

Bir kisiyi DIN KULTURU ve AHLAK bilgisi OGRETMENI!!!

olunca ortaya ¢ikan sonug ateist deist feminist ne kadar sonu izm ist ile biten kavram
varsa nesil o yola diistiyor!

Yalan mi?

X Ayasofya’da hakki séyleyen Imam’1, karsi mahalleyi memnun etmek icin ¢ekip
gorevden alan,

X Feminist Kademle basértiisiiniin icini bosaltan,

X Kuran kursundan ¢ikan cocuklar: kemalist egitime mecbur eden,

X Aciktan Kuran okuyan ama gidip “besmeleyle” kilise acan Erdogan mi?

Cenab-1 Allah yanhs yapmaz. Hamileligi, bazi séziim ona Feminist gruplar

kendilerine gére yorumluyor.

Allah neylerse giizel eyler. Allah'm verdigi akli; insanlar tabiati ve biyolojik olaylar

degistirmek icin kullaniyorlar. Bu sonunda kiyameti koparacak.

In addition to these themes, the theme of feminists are anti-Turkish (n=4),
which is not seen in tweets alone but seen alongside themes of Feminists are harmful
to the executive, legislative, and judicial powers, feminists don't do anything about
refugees, feminists are a global project funded by foreign actors can be mentioned.

Giinlerdir Tiirk Kadinlarmin sapik siginmacilar tarafindan gesitli tacizlere maruz

kaldigimi goriip bas bas bagirdigimiz halde, Tiirk erkeklerine kanunlar araciligiyla

kok soktiiren 6miir boyu nafakaya mahkum eden feminist orgiitlerden bu sapiklar
icin niye bir ses seda ¢ikmiyor
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3.2.3 Boundaries of Feminist Identity

In this theme, there are tweets questioning who can be a feminist and who
cannot. Feminist characterizations in media content such as TV series and movies
and the stereotyping tendency in people create a feminist typing in people's minds.
Therefore, they do not want to consider people who fall outside of this typology as
feminists. This theme is generally shaped around the topics that men can/cannot be
feminists, everyone can be a feminist, and [ am not a feminist.

In the theme of I am not a feminist (n=12), tweets containing antipathy
towards the word feminist, such as "I defend women's rights, but I am not a
feminist", were seen more. There were also tweets in which people declared that they
were anti-feminists (n=3), which could be included in this theme.

tesekkiir ederim. belirteyim, redpill ve psikoloji ile i¢ ige olmadan 6nce en biiyiik
feminist, en 6zgiirliik¢li bendim. asla ge¢misi yargilamazdim. ama daha sonra bazi
seylere objektif bakinca vay amk oldum. kadin diigmani degilim, aksine onlar1 gok
seviyorum

Kadin haklarin1 savunmak i¢in illa feminist olmaya gerek yok

Whether or not men can be feminists is an ongoing debate. Both men and
feminist women have positive and negative views on this issue. While four of the
analyzed tweets stated that men can be feminists, three tweets said that men cannot

be feminists.

Erkekler feminist olamaz m1? Omriimde bdyle cahilce bir sey gérmedim. Siz
feminizmi kigmizdan anliyorsunuz.

Feminist erkek olmaz bi 6grenemediniz sunu
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3.3 The Relationship Between Feminist Representations in Tweets and Identity

Presentation in Bios

In this section, the relationship between the themes in the tweets and the bio
categories has been examined. As stated before, since the social identity elements are
not fully differentiated in categories other than affiliations, and there are items
related to social connections in the affiliation category, only the relationship between
the specified category and the themes was examined in this analysis. For the
relationship of other bio categories with themes, see Table 3.

The distribution of affiliation categories in the bios of eighty-four people who
think that the characteristics and qualities of feminists are negative are as follows:
nine institutional, two social roles, two fandoms, six sports fans, one progressive
movement, four reactionary movements, two Muslims, one non-Muslim, three
Kemalism, seven right-wings, and one left-wing.

Affiliations found in the bios of one hundred thirty-eight people who think
that feminist ideology is harmful to the country are as follows: nineteen institutional,
two social roles, four sports club fans, three progressive movements, twelve
reactionary movements, seven Muslims, eight Kemalism, twenty-one right-wing. On
the other hand, of the five dissidents who argue that feminists have nothing to do
with the refugee problem, the category of the progressive movement was found in
the bios of two, and the category of right-wing ideology in the bios of one.

Three of the twelve people who declared "I am not a feminist" had an
institutional statement in their bio, a reactionary movement category was found in

one person, Kemalism was found in one person's bio, and a right-wing category was
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found in one person's bio. In the bio of one of the three people who say that men
cannot be feminists, the category of the progressive movement is found.

As stated earlier, social representations are the shared common knowledge of
groups and affect interactions with other groups. Therefore, it would be wrong to
evaluate the representations separately from the groups to which the individuals
belong. Since the numbers obtained after the necessary eliminations and
classifications of the data in the current study are not sufficient, a sufficient link may
not be established between feminist representations and the presentation of social
identity, but still, the current study can give an idea about the subject and set an

example for future studies.
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Table 2. Distribution of Tweets by Affiliation Categories (Political and Religious) in

Bios According to Feminist Representations in Tweets

(Anuap1 JsTuTugy Jo saLrepunog g ‘Anunod Y} 0} [njurrey st A30[0ap1 JSTUTWL ] H ‘@AneSou o1e sanifenb pue sonsLI0)oeIRyd JSTUTWS  :N)

~ © —~ O
<

N — N

I
(4 [4 I

(g) 1STuTIIdy 9q J0UURD USJN

(g) 1sTurwuay 9q ued U

(@) 1sturmey-nuy

(g) IsTuruoy € jou we |

(H) uvor3rjar swey

(H) axmonns Arurey oy Ao1sag

(H) s1010® ugra10y Aq pepuny 30s(o1d [eqoH
(H) s1omod reroipn( pue 9ANe[SISI] ‘OANINOSXI 9} 0) [NJULIBH
(H) (se93nja1 pue S)ISIUTWIDY) 9SIOAY

(H) s9938nya1 noqe SuryAue op j,uog

(H) WSLI0IId) YIIM PIJRIOOSSY

(N) 1u9edwoouy

(N 4130

(N) wow-nuy

(N) s1o1p]

(N) 2Ar1ssa133y

(ND) ynsur ue se ,,)STUTWSJ,, PIOM 9y} Fuis)
(N) semmoodAH

¥yo1 e WSTEWSY  WH[SNIN-UON

WIS

30



Table 3. Distribution of Tweets by Categories Other than Affiliations in Bios
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CHAPTER 4

GENERAL DISCUSSION

4.1 Discussion

As far as we know, this is the first study on Twitter bios in Tiirkiye. There are
limited studies related to Twitter bios in the international literature as well. The
national literature on feminist representations lags far behind the international
literature. The present study tries to close an important gap in feminist
representations in Tiirkiye in collecting data from Twitter. Therefore, the current
study is an exploratory study and is expected to shed light on future studies.

In the study, bios were assigned to four main categories: undetectable, quotes,
descriptors, and affiliations. When the subheadings of these main categories were
taken into account, it can be said that there were quite a few differences in how
people reflect themselves on Twitter. Besides a lot of empty bios, there were also
bios with movie lines; bios where institutions or professions were mentioned. There
may be more than one reason why 19.25% of the 509 bios examined were empty.
The possible reasons would be that users might not care about the bio, might not
want to express themselves in such a small box, or might be hesitant to report

anything about their identity.
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Personal descriptors were seen in 12.57% of bios and preferences items in
7.86%. The result was not surprising considering that the first things that come to
mind when people are asked to talk about themselves were personal information,
such as age, gender, hometown and interests such as what they like. Larger data can
be used in future studies to examine which personal identifiers people highlight
about themselves. The rate of bios with only quotes is 14.34% of 509. Unfortunately,
it is not possible to make inferences about social identity from these quotations.
Since 12.38% of the bios could not be assigned to any category, they were put in the
undetectable category. While there are many positive aspects of doing research on
Twitter, there are also negative aspects, such as encountering many
incomprehensible sentences.

The fact that 50.69% of 509 bios contain affiliations may indicate that people
want to show their social identity on a social media platform such as Twitter in
Tiirkiye. In this way, they can reach people with whom they have common social
groups, or they may position themselves at a certain level of society by highlighting
their group identity. In addition, Tajfel and Turner (1979) would justify the point of
view of specifying the group that one belongs to in the bio in order to distinguish
between in-group and out-group and determine their attitudes towards different
groups.

Moreover, it is interesting that 18.07% of all bios evaluated show an
institutional connection. The education of the person and the institution to which
they is affiliated can be an important determinant of socio-economic and cultural
level. Easterbrook et al. (2018) showed that a person's socio-economic level is a

strong predictor of the importance they attach to other types of identity. Therefore, it
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is understandable for people to have an indicator of their socio-economic class in
their bios.

In all bios, 12.77% political indicators and 8.25% movement indicators were
found. In fact, it is no small feat that about 21% of all bios contain statements about
politics or movements. In Tiirkiye, it is expected that the mainstream media is under
the influence of political power, and people use social media to both obtain daily
news and to increase the visibility of their own views. According to Reporters
Without Borders' 2022 report, Tiirkiye ranks 149th among 180 countries in terms of
press freedom (Reporters Without Borders, 2022). In particular, the advocacy of
opinions on Twitter has become such that a study conducted in Spain has shown that
Twitter can be used as a tool to predict election results (Soler et al., 2012).

Another interesting point is that only four people out of 65 who state political
ideology in their bios are leftist. While most of the people tweeting about feminists
may have right-wing views, this may be due to the fact that left-wing people do not
want to express opinions that are against the current government’s position publicly
due to the restriction of freedom of expression in the country. Also, the inability to
specify Kemalism as right or left may have brought about this result.

The number of statements regarding reactionary and progressive movements
in the bios is equal (n=21). Since there are feminist and anti-feminist views in these
movements, it is understandable that the number of tweets is equal.

Among all bios, the rate of bios containing sports club fandom was found to
be 5.11%. These bios contain words that are almost entirely a football club or
football player fan statement. It is interesting that people talk about football in their
bio, in which they are expected to describe themselves. It is noteworthy that football
stands out rather than any other sport. According to Gokagt1 (2008), after the
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September 12 coup in Tiirkiye, being a football fan has become an unobjectionable
identity expression for citizens. This identification, which has been inherited from
those days to today, may well have been consolidated in today's political climate.

Religion-related elements in bios constitute 2.95% of all bios. While twelve
of them stated that they were Muslim, three of them stated that they were non-
Muslims. Considering the influence of religion in all areas of life, in almost all the
decisions a person makes, it is surprising that there were very few elements of
religion-related identity in bios. The study conducted with Muslim and Christian
ethnic minorities in Oslo showed that although people describe themselves as
religious, they do not reveal this side of themselves on social media. In the same
study, people stated that they avoided religious content because they did not want to
be excluded from society or to be involved in religious discussions (Trysnes &
Synnes, 2022). Although fears of social exclusion are relatively low, as Muslims are
not seen as a minority in Tiirkiye, wanting to avoid religious discussions may lead to
the concealment of religion-related identity. Non-Muslims may also not want to
carry these discussions on their social media profiles. In addition, although the use of
social media is increasingly spreading to all age groups, considering that young
people are actively using it, young people's views of religion may also have affected
this situation.

The most interesting finding of the study is undoubtedly that there is nothing
related to women's rights advocacy or current women's problems in feminist
representations. As I mentioned in the introduction, violence against women does not
show a decreasing trend, and feminists individually and collectively strive to keep it
on the agenda, but what is discussed is the characteristics of feminists, their effects

on the state, and the boundaries of feminist identity. With this in mind in future
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intervention studies, it may be helpful to highlight the main purpose of the feminist
movement.

It is difficult to say what percentage of the two hundred nineteen tweets
contain the themes because if there are tweets with more than one theme, an
intersection will occur. The themes in the tweets are grouped under three main
headings: Feminist characteristics and qualities are negative, feminist ideology is
harmful to the country, and boundaries of feminist identity. Themes, except for the
last theme, include clearly negative representations of feminists.

‘Feminist characteristics and qualities are negative’ theme consisting of
tweets in which people describe the feminist prototype in their minds. While tweets
claiming that feminists are hypocrites intersect with the theme that feminists are
harmful to the country, other attributes assigned to feminists directly portray
feminists as aggressive, ugly, stupid, anti-male, and incompetent. Although tweets
describing feminists as aggressive, ugly, man-hating, and incompetent are consistent
with the literature, when we look at previous studies, feminists are generally not
defined as stupid, but as "intelligent" despite all their negative traits. In the study
conducted by Aktan and Bilim (2016) in Tiirkiye, feminists were also evaluated with
high competence. The fact that the current study came out in the opposite direction
reveals the necessity of further studies on this subject. In general, the identification
of feminists with negative characteristics shows the feminist prototype in people's
minds.

There is no doubt that the media also played a role in the formation of this
prototype. It is emphasized that the characters who are portrayed as strong women in
the movies are generally "not like other women", they are emphasized as "man-like",

and it is expected that the male main character will hand over the job (because he is a
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man) at the end of the movie (Gardner, 2019). A study on feminist framing in the
news in America found that feminists are rarely seen in the news, and when they do,
they are demonized and less likely to be portrayed as victims (Lind & Salo, 2006).
Although no study in this area has been found in Tiirkiye, the results are not expected
to be different. This being the case, the feminist representations having negative
connotations is not surprising.

In tweets claiming that feminist ideology is bad for the country, it is said that
feminists are harmful to the country's culture, territorial integrity, family structure
and religious structure. Some of the tweets include complaints from people who are
against indefinite child support to the current government. People who don't want to
pay alimony to try to portray feminists as an out-group, such as terrorists, without
any proof, in order to achieve their goal of vilifying them. For example, in a tweet,
the example of which is given above, it is stated that "We kept watch until the
morning so that the government would not collapse on July 15, and the feminist
supporters who wanted the coup watched the coup attempt with joy." When the
academic and grey literature on July 15 was examined, no case was found related to
feminists, and that day was defined as "the coup attempt on behalf of the religious
community" by Caki (2018).

In addition, those who argue that laws against violence against women cause
difficulties for men argue that such feminist laws harm the family structure. Some
even argue that feminists are funded by foreign powers to harm the country. All
these negative representations can also be explained with the concept of "male
paranoia". Weber (1994) defined male paranoia as the fearful reaction of patriarchy

to losing its position in contemporary life. Perceiving the feminist movement as a
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force that harms the country without seeing its real purpose may be due to this
paranoia. After all, empowering women means weakening patriarchy.

Views of boundaries of feminist identity reflect the feminist prototype. First
of all, the discourse "I am not a feminist" contains a presupposition that feminist
characteristics are bad. The statement "I defend women's rights, but I am not a
feminist" was also found in the tweets in which this discourse was mentioned. This
may be due to the fear that being identified as a feminist will lead to exclusion, as
previous studies have shown (see Twenge & Zucker, 1999). In previous studies, it
was found that the word feminism was defined more positively within the framework
of the theme of equality and the word feminist was defined negatively (Jacobson,
1981; Korman, 1983). The negative feminist representations of society and the media
may explain this situation.

Whether men can be feminists is an ongoing debate. While one group argues
that everyone can be a feminist, another group thinks that men who define
themselves as feminists are womanizers because feminists are male hating. On the
other hand, feminist women argue that the inclusion of men in the feminist struggle
is based on the idea that women alone are not enough, so men's participation in the
feminist movement harms the struggle (Harding, 2013). Flood (2011) evaluated
men's participation in Women's and Gender Studies courses as follows: Although
men who attended the lectures showed greater support for feminism afterwards, the
presence of men in the course was restrictive for women to share their personal
experiences. Therefore, it can be said that men's participation in the feminist
movement has multifaceted consequences.

Unfortunately, the numbers obtained in associating feminist representations

with the bio category are not large enough to make a prediction. Nevertheless, the
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relationships will be interpreted to guide future studies. It is not possible to comment
on feminist representations of people who talk about an institutional connection in
their bios. In future studies, detailing the institutional connections and conducting a
correlational study on the subject may shed light on the subject. Similarly, the
number of bios in social roles, fandom, progressive, non-Muslim, and left-wing
categories assigned to feminist representations is disproportionately small.

On the other hand, the negative feminist representations of people who have
bios in the sports fan category are striking. It was mentioned that the category of
sports fans is particularly associated with football fanaticism. Especially their use of
the word feminist as an insult was not surprising, given the sexist swearing used by
football fans during the matches. In a study conducted by Serrano-Dura et al. (2017),
it was revealed that young people could not understand the sexist elements in tribune
chants and could not see gender-based violence. Failure to notice such sexist slogans
may lead to the adoption of sexist ideas. In another study examining English and
Vietnamese football newspapers, it was found that the articles contained quite
intense sexism (Ngo6 & Phan, 2015).

It is seen that people who use the expression reactionary movement in their
bios have a negative representation of feminists. In particular, those who say that
feminists have negative effects on the legislature, executive and judiciary systems
may be those who do not want to let go of the power they hold in line with the
reactionary movement they advocate and who want to maintain the status quo or who
want to gain more rights (McVeigh, 2009, p. 32-33).

It is seen that people who have a statement that they are Muslim in their bio
also have a negative representation of feminists. While some of these representations

can be directly related to the teachings of religion (harms religion, destroy the family
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structure), a larger number of them with a small difference are directly related to the
state and territorial integrity. Although it is accepted that Tiirkiye is a secular
country, as the current government also has conservative views, a group of citizens
believe that the country should be governed by Muslims. Like other monotheistic
religions, the negative representations of feminists of those who define themselves as
Muslims are understandable due to the patriarchal structure of Islam and its rules for
women (Ingiin, 2005).

The adoption of Kemalism by both the right and left-wing in Tiirkiye makes
it difficult to draw inferences at this point. Further research on the Kemalism and the
feminist representations of those who defend this ideology may offer clearer
interpretations. However, looking at the results obtained, it can be seen that the
feminist representations of people in the category of Kemalism are generally related
to the integrity of the state. When we look at Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk's words about
women, it is seen that he especially emphasized Turkish women such as “O heroic
Turkish woman, you are not worthy to be dragged on the ground, but to rise to the
sky on shoulders.”

Although this situation may be evaluated differently in the conditions of the
period, those who defend Kemalism may have developed a sensitivity on this issue
by looking at the women's struggle from a nationalist perspective. In this case, it may
be reasonable for them to see feminists as terrorists and to think that feminists do not
speak up about the refugee problem. It is seen that people who make statements
about right-wing ideology in their bios take part in many of the negative themes
about feminists. According to Gould (1990), negative views of feminists have always
been on the agenda of the right-wing. These ideas, which are also visible in

opposition to abortion, argue that feminists harm traditional values. Gould mentioned
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the fear of feminism. This fear may be due to the fact that right-wing people in the
present study argue that feminists are associated with terrorism, that they do not do
anything about the refugee problem, and that they have negative effects on the
legislative, executive and judicial processes. The general fear that the state will
suffer, and the status quo will not continue may also be reflected in their feminist
representations.

The thought of those who tweeted that the character traits and qualities of
feminists are bad may have been made to draw the focus from the feminist struggle
and to discredit feminists. Targeting the character of the person advocating this idea
rather than the argument itself can be associated with the ad hominem fallacy

(Eemeren et al. 2000).

4.2 Limitations

While researching feminist representations, choosing a day like women's day
or a time when women are on the agenda can reveal different cross-sections and
present interesting findings. However, in this thesis, on the contrary, any time period
in which there is no polarization has been chosen, and it is aimed to ensure
generalizability in this way. Doing the same research in different time periods can
help us understand social representation more clearly.

Along with the advantages of collecting data from Twitter, such as accessing
historical data and very fast data collection, there are also certain disadvantages. One
of them is that the obtained data is not clean. For example, there are many
expressions written in the internet language, and the data becomes difficult to

understand because people do not pay attention to the spelling rules. And also, when
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the irony is made in tweets, it is difficult for the researcher to understand the irony
without recognizing that person; or troll profiles, which are abundant on social media
platforms, can manipulate data.

Another problem is that the anonymous profiles may not reflect their own
identities, so they may be reporting much more extreme opinions than usual. In
addition, inferences about the social representations of the person from a single tweet
do not produce definite results. Since the current study does not work with metadata,
the data obtained after cleaning may be quantitatively missing. Working with larger
data in future studies can make connections easier.

Moreover, searching for a social identity on the internet is a multifaceted and
highly complex phenomenon. If we take social media as a reference, people reflect
their identities in many ways: username, profile photo, bios, posts, etc. Evaluating
and coding these elements one by one is a very complex task. In future studies, a

more detailed online identity analysis may contribute more to the literature.
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APPENDICES

A. TURKISH SUMMARY / TURKCE OZET

GIRIS

Feminizm, en temel anlamiyla, kadin hak ve ozgiirliiklerini savunmay1 ve
esitsizlikleri ortadan kaldirmay1 amaglayan bir hareket olarak tanimlanabilir. Kadin
haklar1 savunuculugunun tarihi feminizm kelimesinden ¢ok daha eskilere dayansa ve
kadinlar her gegen giin haklar i¢in savasiyor olsa da diinyanin bir¢ok yerinden gelen
haberler kadinlarin hala yasama hakki gibi temel haklar i¢in bile miicadele ettigini
gosteriyor. Siddete maruz kalan kadinlar i¢in dijital bir anit olan anitsayac.com'a gore,
Tiirkiye'de 2022'nin ilk alti ayinda oOldiiriilen kadin sayist 196’dir (Anit Sayag:
Siddetten Olen Kadinlar i¢in Dijital Anit, 2022). Feminist hareketin ortaya ¢ikisindan
bu yana kadinlar, yasama, sosyal ortamlarda var olma, kendi bedenleri hakkinda s6z
sahibi olma ve erkeklerle esit kosullara sahip olma miicadelesi vermektedir. Kadina
yonelik siddet bu kadar belirginken ve kadinlarin miicadelesi bir an olsun
azalmamigken, feminizm hareketi hala toplum tarafindan tam olarak kabul edilen bir
hareket degildir. Durum bdyleyken, feministlerin bu olumsuz temsillerinin
belirleyicilerini tespit etmek, hem Tiirkiye literatiiriinde feminist temsillere yonelik
aragtirmalardaki boslugu doldurabilir hem de feminist hareketin gliclenmesine yonelik

ipuclar saglayabilir.
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Diinyada feminizm hareketleri bircok farkli baslik altinda incelense de
geleneksel olarak feminizm ii¢ veya dort dalga altinda incelenmektedir (Rampton,
2015). Tirkiye'deki feminist temsilleri anlamak i¢in Oncelikle diinyada oldugundan
biraz farkli gelisen feminist hareketin tilkede nasil gelistigini anlamakta fayda var.
Tiirkiye'de kadin haklari, II. Mesrutiyet doneminde kadinlara egitim ve g¢alisma
hayatinda verilen haklar ile 6nem kazanmaya baslasa da, Cumhuriyet'in ilaniyla
birlikte kadinin toplumsal yasamdaki yeri vurgulanmistir (Erdem, 2007). Laiklik
ilkesinin benimsenmesiyle birlikte, kadinin yeri Islam hukukunun sinirlarindan
kaldirilmis ve Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk'iin ¢abalariyla Tiirkiye, kadinlara segcme ve
secilme hakkin1 veren ilk iilke olmustur (Konan, 2011). Ancak bu hizli gecis
doneminde alinan kararlar uygulamada genis yer bulamamaistir. Bu yasal diizenlemeler
“devlet feminizmi”ne drnek teskil etmekte ve feminizme neredeyse sdyleyecek kelime
birakmamaktadir (Tunali, 1996). Tekeli'ye (1985) gore kadin hareketinin bu donemde
ortaya ¢ikmamasinin nedeni, kadinlarin devlete atfedilen bu kimligin heyecani
nedeniyle ezildiklerini fark etmemis olmalaridir.

Tiirkiye'de feminizmin ivme kazanmasi, 1980'den sonraki siyasi bosluk
donemine, yani 12 Eyliil Askeri Darbesine tekabiil etmektedir. Bu donemde feminist
klasikler Tiirkceye ¢evrilmis ve feminist dergiler yayimlanmaya baslamistir (Oztiirk,
2017). Ayn1 déonemde kadin 6rgiitleri de kurulmustur.

1980'lerde aile ici siddete kars1 orgiitlenen feminist hareket, 1990'larda sokak
protestolarindan iiniversitelere ve sivil toplum kuruluslarina yayilmistir (Diner ve
Toktas, 2010). Zamanla, kadin hareketi devlet programlarina ve uluslararasi forumlara
tasinmistir. Daha organize bir sekilde ilerleyen bu hareketler 2000'li yillarin basina
kadar devam etmis ancak tamamlanmamis AB iiyelik siireci de bu durumu etkilemistir
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(Eslen-Ziya, 2007). Ana akim medyanin siyasi iktidarin kontroliinde olmasi, toplumsal
hareketlerin daha Ozgiirce savunulabilecekleri bir yere tasmmmasi gerekliligini
yaratmistir. Daha sonra kadin hareketi, diinyada feminizmin dordiincii dalgas: olarak
goriilen sosyal medyaya taginmistir (Eslen-Ziya, 2013).

Feminist hareketin internete tasinmasinin bir¢ok olumlu ve olumsuz sonucu
olmustur. Sylemlerin ¢ok kisa siirede ¢ok kisiye ulagsmasi, diyaloglarin kolaylagmast
ve normal kosullarda ulasilmasi zor olan kisilere bile ulasilabilmesi olumlu
sonuclardan bazilaridir. Ozellikle sosyal medyaya tasman feminizm hareketi
sayesinde kadin cinayetleri daha goriinilir hale gelmis ve faillerin yakalanmasi igin
baski yaratilmistir. Ote yandan bu fikirlerin feminist sdylemleri duymaya hazir
olmayan kisilere ulagmas1 ve hatir1 sayilir bir kitleye sahip kisilerin karsit kampanyalar
iiretmesi, feminizmin olumsuz temsillerinin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Internet
erisimi olmayan kisilerin fikirleri temsil edilemedigi i¢in internette arastirma yapmak
kisitlayict olabilse de insanlarin diisiincelerini anket veya goriisme sorulari seklinde
sikistirmadan elde edebilmek sosyal medya arastirmalarini degerli kilmaktadir.
Dolayistyla feministlerin sosyal medyadaki temsillerini arastirmak bize daha genel bir
bakis agis1 saglayabilir. Oncelikle feminizmin ortaya ¢ikisindan dijital diinyaya kadar
olan tarihini 6zetledikten sonra literatiirdeki feminist temsillerin bir 6zetini yapmak
faydal1 olacaktir.

Sosyal temsiller, toplumlarin deneyimlerine dayali olarak iirettikleri ortak
goriis ve bilgileri igerir ve Serge Moscovici'nin alana kazandirdigi bu teori, toplumun
ortak bir idrake sahip oldugunu varsayar (Oner, 2002). Parker'a (1987) gore sosyal
temsil, grubun ortak gergekligini yansitir ve sosyal baglantilarla paylasilan bilgidir.
Dolayistyla feminist temsilleri bireylerin sosyal gruplariyla birlikte ele almak konuya
daha kapsayici bir bakis acis1 saglayacaktir.
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Cogu insan feminist ilkeleri benimsemesine ragmen, feminist olarak
tanimlanmaktan kacinir (Burn ve ark., 2000; Moi, 2006). Bu, feminist kelimesinin ve
kimliginin olumsuz temsillerinin oldugunu goéstermektedir. Toplumun ortak bir bilise
sahip oldugu goriisii goéz Online alindiginda, bu temsilleri tespit etmek ve
detaylandirmak, feminist kelimesinin daha dogru anlasilmasini saglayabilir.

Berryman-Fink ve Verderber tarafindan 1985 yilinda yapilan ¢aligmada
feminist kelimesine yapilan yiiklemeler ve degerlendirici ¢agrisimlar; genel
degerlendirmeler, davranis ozellikleri, politik yonelim, cinsel tercih ve cinsiyet
siniflandirmasi olmak {izere bes baglik altinda toplanmistir. Bu ¢alisma sonucunda
katilimcilarin zihinlerindeki feminist stereotipinin mantikli, bilgili, zeki, saldirgan,
kariyer odakli, heteroseksiiel ve kadin vb. oldugu tespit edilmistir. Haddock ve
Zanna'nin (1994) ¢alismasinda katilimcilar, (6zellikle kadinlara kiyasla otoriter erkek
katilimcilar) feminist kadinlar1 ev kadinlarina gére daha az olumlu degerlendirmistir.
Caligmanin tartismasinda bu durum hem feminist klise algilariyla ilgili bulunmus, hem
de otoriter erkeklerin bu etkiyi daha fazla goéstermesi gruplar arasi tutumlarla
iligkilendirilmistir.

Twenge ve Zucker (1999), feministlere yonelik degerlendirmelerin tarafsizdan
olumluya dogru degistigini bulmustur. Ayrica katilimcilar, feministlerin tipik
kadinlara gore daha olumsuz o6zelliklere sahip oldugunu ve feministlerin olumlu
degerlendirmelerine ragmen kendilerini feminist olarak tanimlamaktan ¢ekindiklerini
belirtmislerdir. Alexander ve Ryan (1997), kadinlara toplumdaki feminist stereotipleri
sorduklart bir ¢calismada, feministlerin eril ve radikal olduklar1 ve erkeklerden nefret
ettikleri sonucuna varmiglardir. Sosyal temsiller, dini inanglarimizin, siyasi
goriislerimizin ve diger kimliklerimizin igeriklerini igerir (Oner, 2002). Bu nedenle
feminist temsillerin farkli kimliklere gore nasil degistigini arastirmak, feministleri hem
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eril hem de erkek karsit1 olarak gérmek gibi celigkili sonuglar1 aydinlatmaya ve bu

konuyu gruplar arasi iligkiler perspektifinden yorumlamaya yardime olabilir.

Kimlik

Kimlik, sosyal psikolojinin belki de en temel konularindan biridir. Kendimizi
tanimlamak i¢in kullandigimiz her kelime, kimlik baglaminda tartigilmaktadir. Bireyin
kendini tanimlarken kullandigi “benzersiz 6zellikler” 6z kimlik kapsamindayken,
kendini grup iiyeligi veya sosyal baglarla tanimlamasi sosyal kimlik hiikiimlerine
girmektedir (Trepte & Loy, 2017). Tajfel'e (1981) gore, sosyal kimlik, bir kisinin
benlik kavraminin, bir sosyal gruba iiyelige atfettigi degerle ilgili kismidir (s. 255).
Kimlikler belirli durumlarda ortaya cikabilir ve hiyerarsik olarak organize edilir
(Stryker, 1968). Ornegin, bir kisinin farkl1 bir ulusal kimligi, aile baglar1 ve isle ilgili
kimlikleri olabilir. Bir savas sirasinda milli kimlik daha belirgin hale gelirken, ¢ocugu
okula baslayan bir babanin en belirgin kimligi aile ig¢indeki rolii olabilir. Hangi
kimligin hangi durumlarda ortaya ¢iktigi, bize gelecekteki tutum ve davranislar
hakkinda ipuclar1 verebilir. (Burke & Reitzes, 1981).

Goffman (1959) bu durumu, insanlarin nerede ve kiminle olduklarina gore
kendilerini farkli yansitmalar1 seklinde Ozetlemistir. Bu nedenle, baglamlarin ve
durumlarin psikolojiyi ve sonucu nasil etkiledigini anlamada kimlik g¢aligmalar1
onemli bir yere sahiptir. Bir kisinin benlik algis1 bir¢ok degiskenden etkilenmesine ve
sabit bir sey olmamasina ragmen, konuyla ilgili kapsamli bir calisma, etkilerin farkli
baglamlarda nasil olustugunu gostermede, gruplar arasi tutumlari anlamada ve

miidahale ¢aligmalar: yiiriitmede 6nemli bir kaynak olabilir. Bu agidan bakildiginda
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insanlarin sosyal medyada kendilerini nasil tanimladiklarinin paylasimlarini etkileyip
etkilemedigini incelemek faydali bir kaynak olabilir.

Bazi arastirmacilar sosyal medyanin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla birlikte bu yiiz yiize
olmayan iletisimin geleneksel kimlik algisini kokten degistirecegine ve irk ve cinsiyet
gibi ayrimlarin sosyal insalar olarak anlasilacagma inanmislardir (Turkle, 1995,
aktaran Marwick, 2013). Ancak sosyal medya tamamen anonim bir evren degildir ve
insanlar profillerinin biyografi boliimiinde bile kimlikleri hakkinda ipuglar
vermektedirler. Sosyal medyanin ilk ortaya ¢iktig1 zamanlarin aksine, insanlarin bu
mecray1 tanidiklar kisilerle iletisim kurmak i¢in kullanmalar1 beklentilerin tam tersine
neden olmaktadir (Ellison ve ark., 2007). Teknolojinin artan erisilebilirligi ve internete
erigim yas araliginin her gecen giin genislemesi, sosyal medyay1 her yas grubunda daha
popiiler hale getirmistir. Ozellikle pandemi déneminde yiiz yiize iletisim kuramamak,
iletisimin sadece online olarak yapilmasini neredeyse zorunlu hale getirmistir (Gioia
vd., 2021). Bu durum sosyal medya arastirmalarini ¢gok daha gerekli hale getirmis ve
insanlarin sosyal ortamlarda nasil olduklarin1 gérmek icin sosyal medya verimli bir
caligma alani haline gelmistir. Bu durum, ¢evrimigi kimlik ¢alismalarinin 6z kimlik ve
sosyal kimlik alaninda yer almaya baslamasina neden olmustur.

Shapiro ve Margolin (2014), gercek hayatta kimliklerini yansitmaktan ¢ekinen
gencler i¢in ¢evrimigi kimligin kimlik gelisimindeki roliinii vurgulamistir. Hillier ve
Harrison'a (2007) gore escinsel gengler, kimliklerini ¢evrimi¢i ortamda daha kolay
yansitmaktadir. Rogers & Jones (2021), boylamsal c¢alismasinda Amerikali
kullanicilarin Twitter biolarma diger kategorilere goére daha fazla siyasi kelime
eklediklerini ve bioya eklenen siyasi kelimelerin sayisinin yillar iginde arttigini
gozlemlemistir. Pathak ve ark. (2021), calismalarinda Twitter biolarindaki kelimeleri

tercihler, kisisel tanimlayicilar, iligkiler ve eylemler olarak ayirmislardir. Tim bu
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literatliir 1s181inda mevcut arastirmanin amaci, Twitter kullanicilarinin  Twitter
biolarinda sunduklar1 sosyal kimligi analiz etmek, Twitter'daki feminist temsillerin
tematik bir analizini yapmak ve bioda kimlik sunumu ile feminist temsiller arasindaki

iligkiyi aragtirmaktir.

YONTEM

Tweetlerin Alinmasi ve Temizlenmesi

Twitter'daki kimlik sunumlarini aragtirmak ve tweetlerdeki feminist temsillerle
iliskilendirmek i¢in Twitter'in kullanicilarin genel verilerini gelistiricilerle paylagmay1
amacladig1 platformu API’ye akademik bagvuru yapilmistir. Ardindan MAXQDA
yardimiyla 1 Nisan — 23 Nisan 2022 tarihleri arasinda gonderilen ve "feminist"
kelimesini iceren 7599 Tiirkce tweet ve bu tweetleri atan kullanicilarin bilgileri elde
edilmisgtir.

Bu tweetlerden, bio metinlerinin kodlama semasini olusturmak igin 300
rastgele tweet (Set 1) se¢ilmistir. Ortaya ¢ikan kategorileri test etmek i¢in baska bir
300 tweet seti (Set 2) kullanilmistir. Bio kategorilerinin diizenlenmesinin ardindan veri
havuzundan rastgele secilen 600 tweet'ten (Set 3) olusan bir baska 6rnek tezin ana
verisi olarak incelenmistir. Ayn1 profilden birden fazla tweet varsa, bunlardan sadece
biri rastgele olarak secilmistir. Bu asamada 44 tweet analizlerden ¢ikarilmistir. Ayrica
Twitter'dan veri ¢ikarma islemi sirasinda Tiirkge tweet istenmesine ragmen, Tiirkge
olmayan birka¢ tweet bulunmustur. Tespit edilen Tiirkce olmayan 14 tweet
analizlerden ¢ikarilmistir. Toplam 58 tweet ¢ikarildiktan sonra 542 tweet ve bio ile

kodlama islemi yapilmistir.
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Biolarin Kodlanmasi

Pathak ve arkadaglarinin (2021) calismasinda yer alan bio kategorilerini test
etmek i¢cin veri havuzundan rastgele secilen ii¢ yiiz tweet (Set 1) kullanilmistir.
Bahsedilen caligmada yazarlar biolar1 dort ana bashik altinda incelemislerdir:
Tercihler, kisisel tanimlayicilar, iligskiler ve eylemler. Tercihler, biolarda insanlarin
sevdigi seyleri icerir (6rnegin basketbol sever), insanlar kendileri hakkinda bir sifattan
bahsetmeleri kisisel tanimlayici kategorisine girmektedir (6rnegin asi, geng, tutkulu),
iliskiler insanlarin dahil oldugu sosyal gruplar1 veya sosyal hareketlerleri temsil eder
ve eylemler kategorisi ilgi alanlarinin fiil olarak yazilmasidir (6rnegin kogsmak).

Bu dort kategorinin alt kategorileri, Twitter biolarinda hangi kavramlarin daha
fazla agirlik tasidigim1 anlamak i¢in miimkiin oldugunca ayrintili bir sekilde analiz
edilmistir. Daha sonra bu alt kategoriler Twitter biolarinda yer alan kelime ve
sembollere gore cok detayli kategorilere ayrilmistir. Bu dort kategoride yer almayan
biolar i¢in tespit edilemeyen, sosyal roller ve alinti kategorileri agilmistir. Tespit
edilemeyen kategorisi, kodlayicinin anlayamadigi bio igerikleri i¢in kullanilmigtir.
Sosyal rollerde, bioda sosyal baglar1 tanimlayan 6geler vardir. Alintilarda kisinin
kimligine dair ipucu vermeyen aforizmalar, sarki sozleri, film replikleri gibi 6geler
bulunmaktadir. Olusturulan kategoriler Veri Seti 1 {izerinde test edilmistir. Veri Seti
2’de de test edilen kategoriler son haline getirildikten sonra asil tez verisi olarak
kullanilmak tizere rastgele se¢ilen 600 tweetten olusan Veri Seti 3’te kullanilmistir.
Elde edilen kategoriler asagidaki gibidir:

e Tespit edilemeyenler

e Alintilar
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e Tanimlayicilar
o Kisisel
o Resmi
e Baglantilar
o Sosyal Roller
o Kurumsal
o Hayran Gruplar
= Spor Kuliibii Fanatikleri

o Hareketler

» Jlerici
=  Qerici
o Dini

= Miisliiman
= Gayri Miislim

o Politik

Tweetlerdeki Feminist Temsiller

Tweetlerdeki feminist temsilleri belirlemek i¢in adim adim Tematik Analiz
uygulanmistir (Braun ve Clarke, 2006). Oncelikle verilere asina olmak igin 542 tweet
iki farkli arastirmaci tarafindan defalarca okunmustur. Daha sonra ortak Oriintiileri
bulmak i¢in ilk kodlama yapilmistir; sonrasinda temalar yapilandiriimaya
baslanmistir. One ¢ikan tiim temalar ayrintili olarak kayit altina alinmigtir. Temalarin

verilerle uyumlu olup olmadigini belirlemek i¢in tiim tweetler birka¢ kez daha
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okunmugstur. Temalar kategorilere ayrilarak isimlendirildikten sonra rapor

olusturulmustur.

BULGULAR

Twitter Biolarinda Kimlik Sunumlari

542 tweeti atan kisilerin biolar1 yukarida bahsedildigi gibi detayl bir sekilde
incelenmistir. Bu biolarin doksan sekizinin bos oldugu bulunmustur. Tanimlayicilar,
baglantilar, tercihler, alintilar ve tespit edilemeyenler ana kategorilerine 444 bio
atanmuistir.

Tanimlayicilar kategorisinde oncelikle 33 adet kurumsal profil ayrilmistir. Bu
profillerin tweetleri kisisel goriis ifade etmedikleri i¢in degerlendirilmemistir.

64 profilin biosunda cinsiyet, yas ve sifatlar gibi kisisel tanimlayicilar

bulunmustur.
Tercihler, insanlarin hoslandiklar1 ve hoslanmadiklar1 seyler ve ilgi alanlar1 hakkinda
konustuklar1 kategoridir. Kirk bio tercihler kategorisi altinda kategorize edilen en az
bir 6ge iceriyordu. Alintilar kategorisi biolarda yer alan sarki sozleri ve replikler i¢in
acilmistir (n=93). Baglantilar kategorisi insanlarin kendilerini bir kisi, grup veya
kurulusla 6zdeslestirdigi durumlarda kullanilmistir.

Bioda bu kategoriye atanan 258 madde bulunmustur ve bu en kalabalik
kategori olmustur. Bu kategori altindaki alt basliklar su sekildedir: kurumsal (n=92),
sosyal roller (n=8), hayran gruplar1 (n=11), spor kuliibii taraftarlar1 (n=26) hareketler
(n=42), dini (n=15) ve politik (n=65). Tespit edilemeyenler kategorisi tam olarak
anlagilmayan veya bir anlam ifade etmeyen biolar i¢in olusturulmustur (n=63).
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Tweetlerdeki Feminist Temsillerin Temalari

Degerlendirilen 542 tweet iki farkli arastirmaci tarafindan tekrar tekrar
okunduktan sonra belirli temalar etrafinda birlesebilecek 219 tweet oldugu belirlendi.
Diger tweetlerin bazilar1 konuyla tamamen alakasiz (6rnegin kullanict adi feminist
kelimesini i¢erdigi i¢in sadece verilere dahil edilmistir), bazilar1 etkinlik duyurular
veya haber igerigidir, bazilar1 anlagilmaz ve bazilar1 da benzersiz tweetlerdir.
Bulunan temalar {i¢ ana kategori altinda toplanmistir: feminist 6zellik ve nitelikler

olumsuzdur, feminist ideoloji iilkeye zararlidir ve feminist kimligin siirlari.

Feminist Ozellikler ve Nitelikler Olumsuzdur temasi, feministlerin karakter
ozelliklerini veya goriiniiglerini hedef alan tweetler koleksiyonudur. Temanin alt
basliklar1 ikiytizliiler (n=33), feminist kelimesinin hakaret olarak kullanildigi (n=19),
saldirgan (n=13), salak (n=7), erkek karsit1 (n=5), ¢irkin (n=4) ve beceriksiz (n=2)
seklinde siralanabilir.

Feminist Ideoloji Ulkeye Zararlidir temasinda feministlerin Tiirkiye'nin
yasama, ylriitme, yargi organlarina, toprak biitiinliigiine, kiiltlirline ve dinine zarar
verdigi ile ilgili sozler toplanmistir. Alt temalar sunlardir: Feministler terdrizmle
iligkillidir (n=36), feministler miilteciler hakkinda hi¢bir sey yapmazlar (n=35) (bu
konuyla ilgili olarak 5 tweet'te karsit goriisler tespit edildi. diizensiz gé¢ sorununu
cozebilecek feministler degildir), feministler yasama, yiiriitme ve yargi erklerine
zararhdir (n=29), feministler yabanci aktorler tarafindan finanse edilen kiiresel bir
projedir (n=14), feministler aile yapisina zarar verir (n=13), feministler dine zarar verir
(n=6) ve feministler Tiirk karsitidir (n=4).
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Feminist Kimligin Smurlar1 temasinda kimin feminist olup kimin
olamayacagini sorgulayan tweetler bulunmaktadir. Bu tema genel olarak erkeklerin
feminist olup(n=4)/feminist olamayacagi (n=3), herkesin feminist olabilecegi, ben

feminist degilim (n=12) ve ben anti-feministim (n=3) basliklar1 etrafinda sekilleniyor.

Tweetlerdeki Feminist Temsillerle Bios'ta Kimlik Sunumu Arasindaki iliski

Bu béliimde tweetlerde yer alan temalar ile bio kategorileri arasindaki iliski
incelenmistir. Daha 6nce de belirtildigi gibi, baglantilar disindaki kategorilerde sosyal
kimlik unsurlar1 tam olarak farklilasmadigindan ve baglantilar kategorisinde sosyal
baglantilarla ilgili maddeler bulundugundan bu analizde sadece belirtilen kategori ile
temalar arasindaki iliski incelenmistir (bkz. Tablo 1, Tablo 2). Diger bio
kategorilerinin temalarla iligkisi i¢in Tablo 3’e bakiniz.

Giriste de sdylendigi gibi, sosyal temsiller gruplarin paylasilan ortak bilgisidir
ve diger gruplarla etkilesimleri etkiler. Dolayisiyla temsilleri bireylerin ait olduklar
gruplardan ayr1 degerlendirmek yanlis olur. Mevcut calismadaki verilerin gerekli
eleme ve siniflandirmalarindan sonra elde edilen sayilar yeterli olmadigindan, feminist
temsiller ile toplumsal kimligin sunumu arasinda yeterli bir baglant1 kurulamayabilir,

ancak yine de mevcut ¢caligma gelecek ¢alismalara 6rnek teskil etmektedir.

TARTISMA

Bildigimiz kadariyla bu, Tirkiye'de Twitter biolar1 iizerine yapilan ilk
caligmadir. Twitter biolar ile ilgili uluslararas literatiirde de sinirli sayida ¢alisma

bulunmaktadir. Feminist temsiller lizerine ulusal literatiir, uluslararasi literatiiriin ¢ok
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gerisindedir. Bu nedenle, mevcut calisma kesifsel bir calismadir ve gelecekteki
caligmalara 151k tutmasi beklenmektedir.

Calismada, biolar 4 ana kategoriye ayrilmistir: tespit edilemez, alintilar,
tanimlayicilar ve baglantilar. Bu ana kategorilerin alt bagliklar1 dikkate alindiginda,
insanlarin Twitter'da kendilerini nasil yansittiklart konusunda epeyce farkliliklar
oldugu sdylenebilir. Bir siirii bos bionun yani sira film replikleri olan biolar da
bulunamaktadir, kurumlarin veya mesleklerin bahsedildigi biolar da.

Incelenen 509 bionun %19,25'inin bos olmasinin birden fazla nedeni olabilir.
Olas1 nedenler, kullanicilarin biyografiyi umursamamalari, kendilerini bu kadar kiigiik
bir kutuda ifade etmek istememeleri veya kimlikleriyle ilgili herhangi bir seyi
bildirmekte tereddiit etmeleri olabilir.

Kisisel tanimlayicilar biolarin %12,57'sinde, tercihler biolarin %7,86'sinda
goriildii. Insanlardan kendilerinden bahsetmeleri istendiginde akla ilk gelenlerin yas,
cinsiyet, memleket gibi kisisel bilgiler ve nelerden hoslandig1 gibi ilgi alanlar1 oldugu
diisiiniildiiglinde sonug sasirtici degildir.

Insanlarin kendileri hakkinda hangi kisisel tanimlayicilart vurguladigimi
incelemek icin gelecekteki calismalarda daha biiytik veriler kullanilabilir. Sadece alint1
iceren bio oran1 509'un %14,34'idiir. Bu alintilardan ne yazik ki sosyal kimlikle ilgili
cikarimlarda bulunmak miimkiin degildir. Biolarin %12,38'i herhangi bir kategoriye
atanamadigl icin tespit edilemeyen kategorisine almmugtir. Twitter'da arastirma
yapmanin bir¢ok olumlu yonii bulunurken, anlasilmaz bir¢ok ciimleyle karsilagmak
gibi olumsuz yonleri de bulunmaktadir.

509 bionun %50,69'unun lyelik igermesi, insanlarin sosyal kimliklerini 6ne
cikarmak istedigini gosterebilir. Bu sayede ortak sosyal gruplara sahip olduklari

kisilere ulasabilirler veya grup kimliklerini 6n plana ¢ikararak kendilerini toplumun
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belirli bir diizeyinde konumlandirabilirler. Kisinin ait oldugu sosyal grubu bioda
belirtmeleri, Tajfel ve Turner’in (1979) i¢ grup ve dis grup ayrimi yapmak ve farkl
gruplara kars1 tutumlarini belirleme konusundaki goriislerini hakli ¢ikarabilir.

Ayrica, degerlendirilen tiim biolarin %18,07'sinin kurumsal bir baglanti
gostermesi ilgingtir. Kisinin ve bagli oldugu kurumu ve egitimi, sosyo-ekonomik ve
kiiltiirel diizeyin 6nemli bir belirleyicisi olabilir. Easterbrook ve arkadaglar1 (2018),
bir kisinin sosyo-ekonomik diizeyinin, diger kisilere verdikleri 6nemin giiclii bir
yordayicist oldugunu gostermistir. Bu nedenle kisilerin biolarinda sosyo-ekonomik
smiflarinin bir gostergesinin olmasi anlagilabilir bir durumdur.

Tiim biolarin %12,77’sinde siyasi gosterge ve %38,25’inde sosyal hareket
gostergesi bulundu. Aslinda, tiim biyografilerin yaklasik %21'inin siyaset veya
hareketler hakkinda ifadeler icermesi kii¢lik bir rakam degildir. Tiirkiye'de ana akim
medyanin siyasi iktidarin etkisi altinda olmasi, insanlarin sosyal medyay1 hem giinliik
haberlere ulasmak hem de kendi goriislerinin gorlntirliiglinii  artirmak igin
kullanmasina neden olmaktadir. Ozellikle Twitter'daki gériis savunuculugu dyle bir
hal almistir ki Ispanya'da yapilan bir arastirma Twitter'n se¢im sonuglarini tahmin
etmede bir arag olarak kullanilabilecegini gostermistir (Soler ve ark., 2012). Bir bagka
ilgin¢ nokta da biyografisinde siyasi ideoloji yazan 65 kisiden sadece dordiiniin solcu
olmasidir. Feministler hakkinda tweet atanlarin ¢ogu sagci1 goriislere sahip olsa da,
bunun nedeni sol goriisliilerin, ifade 6zgiirliigliniin kisitlanmasi nedeniyle mevcut
hiikiimetin tutumuna aykir1 goriisleri alenen ifade etmek istememeleri olabilir. Ayrica
Kemalizm'in sag veya sol olarak belirlenememesi de bu sonucu dogurmus olabilir.

Biolarda gerici ve ilerici hareketlere iliskin ifade sayisi esittir (n=21). Bu
hareketlerde feminist ve anti-feminist goriisler oldugu i¢in tweet sayisinin esit olmasi

anlasilabilirdir. Tiim biolar arasinda spor kuliibii fanatikligi iceren bio orant %5,11
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olarak bulunmustur. Bu biolar, neredeyse tamamen bir futbol kuliibli veya futbolcu
taraftar beyan1 olan kelimeler igerir. Insanlarm biolarinda kendilerini tanimlamalar
beklenirken futboldan bahsetmeleri ilgingtir. Futbolun diger herhangi bir spordan daha
one ¢ikmasi dikkat ¢ekicidir. Gokacti'ya (2008) gore Tiirkiye'de 12 Eyliil darbesinden
sonra futbol taraftar1 olmak vatandaslar icin risksiz bir kimlik ifadesi haline gelmistir.
O giinlerden bugiine miras kalan bu 6zdeslesme, glinlimiiziin siyasi ikliminde pekala
pekismis olabilir.

Din ile ilgili unsurlar tiim biolarin %2,95'ini olusturmaktadir. Din igerikli
biolarak sahip olan kisilerden 12'si Miisliiman oldugunu belirtirken, 3'i gayrimiislim
oldugunu belirtmistir. Dinin hayatin her alaninda etkisi diigiiniildiigiinde, kisinin aldig1
neredeyse tiim kararlarda etkisi olan din ile ilgili kimlik unsurlarinin ¢ok az olmasi
sasirticidir.

Oslo'da Miisliiman ve Hiristiyan etnik azinliklarla yapilan arastirma, insanlarin
kendilerini dindar olarak tanimlamalarina ragmen sosyal medyada bu yonlerini ortaya
koymadiklarini géstermistir. Ayni ¢alismada insanlar toplumdan diglanmak ya da dini
tartismalara dahil olmak istemedikleri i¢in dini i¢erikten kacindiklarini belirtmislerdir
(Trysnes ve Synnes, 2022). Sosyal diglanma korkular1 gorece diisiikk olsa da
Miisliimanlar Tiirkiye'de azinlik olarak goriilmedigi icin dini tartigmalardan uzak
durmak din kimliginin gizlenmesine neden olabilir. Gayrimiislimler de bu tartigsmalar1
sosyal medya profillerinde tagimak istemeyebilirler. Ayrica sosyal medya kullanimi
giderek tiim yas gruplarma yayiliyor olsa da genglerin aktif olarak kullandigi
diisiiniildiiglinde genglerin dine bakisi da bu durumu etkilemis olabilir.

Tweetlerde yer alan temalar 3 ana baglik altinda toplanmistir: Feminist

ozellikler ve nitelikler olumsuzdur, feminist ideoloji iilkeye zararlidir ve feminist
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kimligin sinirlari. Temalar, son tema harig, feministlerin agik¢a olumsuz temsillerini
igerir.

Feministlerin ikiyiizlii oldugunu iddia eden tweetler, feministlerin iilkeye
zararli oldugu temasiyla kesisirken, feministlere atfedilen diger 6zellikler, dogrudan
feministleri saldirgan, ¢irkin, aptal, erkek karsit1 ve beceriksiz olarak gostermektedir.
Feministleri saldirgan, ¢irkin, erkek diismani ve beceriksiz olarak niteleyen tweetler
literatiirle tutarli olsa da dnceki ¢aligmalara bakildiginda feministler genellikle tiim
olumsuz Ozelliklerine ragmen aptal olarak degil "zeki" olarak tanimlanmaktadir.
Tiirkiye'de daha dnce benzer bir ¢aligsma yapilmadigindan bu bulgulari karsilastirmak
miimkiin olmamuistir, ancak ileride yapilacak ¢aligmalarda bu konu ele alinabilir.

Genel olarak feministlerin olumsuz 6zelliklerle 6zdeslestirilmesi, insanlarin
zihinlerindeki feminist prototipini gostermektedir. Bu prototipin olusmasinda
kuskusuz medyanin da rolii olmustur. Filmlerde gii¢clii kadin olarak gosterilen
karakterlerin genellikle "diger kadmlar gibi” olmadigi "erkek gibi" oldugu
vurgulanmaktadir (Gardner, 2019). Amerika'da haberlerde feminist cerceveleme
iizerine yapilan bir arastirma, feministlerin haberlerde nadiren goriildiigiinii ve
gordiiklerinde seytanlagtirildiklarini ve kurban olarak gosterilme olasiliklarinin daha
diisiik oldugunu bulmustur (Lind ve Salo, 2006). Tiirkiye'de bu alanda herhangi bir
caligmaya rastlanmamakla birlikte sonuclarin farkli olmasi beklenmemektedir. Durum
boyle olunca, feminist temsillerin olumsuz ¢agrisimlar tasimast sasirtict degildir.

Feminist ideolojinin iilke i¢in kotli oldugunu iddia eden tweetlerde
feministlerin tilkenin kiiltiiriine, toprak biitiinliigiine, aile yapisina ve dini yapisina
zarar verdigi sOylenmektedir. Tweetlerin bazilarinda nafaka 6demek istemeyen
insanlar, feministleri herhangi bir kanit géstermeden terdrist gibi bir dis grup olarak

gostererek istediklerini elde etmeye calismaktadirlar.
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Ayrica kadina yonelik siddete karst yasalarin erkekler igin zorluk
olusturdugunu savunanlar, bu tiir feminist yasalarin aile yapisina zarar verdigini
savunmaktadir. Hatta bazilar1 feministlerin iilkeye zarar vermek icin yabanci gii¢ler
tarafindan finanse edildigini iddia etmektedirler. Tiim bu olumsuz temsiller "erkek
paranoyas1" kavramiyla da aciklanabilir. Weber (1994) erkek paranoyasini
ataerkilligin ¢agdas yasamdaki konumunu kaybetmeye verdigi korkulu tepki olarak
tanimlamistir. Feminist hareketin asil amacini gérmeden iilkeye zarar veren bir gii¢
olarak algilanmasi bu paranoyadan kaynaklaniyor olabilir. Sonugta, kadinlart
giiclendirmek ataerkilligi zayiflatmak demektir.

Feminist kimligin sinirlarina iligkin goriisler feminist prototipi yansitir. Her
seyden once, "Ben feminist degilim" sOylemi, feminist 6zelliklerin kotii oldugu
varsayimini igerir. Bu sdylemin yer aldigi tweetlerde de "Kadin haklarim
savunuyorum ama feminist degilim" ifadesi bulunmaktadir. Bu, 6nceki ¢alismalarin
gosterdigi gibi, feminist olarak tanimlanmanin diglanmaya yol acacagi korkusundan
kaynaklantyor olabilir (bkz. Twenge & Zucker, 1999).

Erkeklerin feminist olup olamayacagi devam eden bir tartismadir. Bir grup,
herkesin feminist olabilecegini savunurken, bir baska grup kendilerini feminist olarak
tanimlayan erkeklerin kadin diiskiinii oldugunu ¢iinkii feministlerin erkeklerden nefret
ettigini diisiiniiyor olabilir. Ote yandan feminist kadmlar, erkeklerin feminist
miicadeleye dahil edilmesinin kadinlarin tek basma yeterli olmadigi fikrine
dayandigini, dolayisiyla erkeklerin feminist harekete katilimiin miicadeleye zarar
verdigi savunmaktadir (Harding, 2013).

Ne yazik ki feminist temsilleri bio kategorisiyle iliskilendirmede elde edilen
rakamlar bir tahminde bulunacak kadar biiyiik degildir. Bununla birlikte, iligkiler

gelecekteki calismalara rehberlik etmesi i¢in yorumlanacaktir. Biolarinda kurumsal bir
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baglantidan bahseden kisilerin feminist temsilleri hakkinda yorum yapmak miimkiin
degil. Ileride yapilacak ¢aligmalarda kurumsal baglantilarin detaylandiriimasi ve
konuyla ilgili korelasyonel bir ¢aligma yapilmasi konuya 151k tutabilir. Benzer sekilde,
feminist temsillere sosyal roller, fan grubu, ilerici, gayrimiislim ve sol kategorilerine
atanan biolarin iliskisi yorumlanamayacak kadar kiigiiktiir.

Ote yandan biolarinda sporsever oldugunu belirten kisilerin olumsuz feminist
temsilleri dikkat ¢ekicidir. Spor kuliibii fanatigi kategorisinin 6zellikle futbol
fanatizmiyle iligkilendirildigi belirtilmisti. Futbol taraftarlarinin maglar sirasinda
kullandiklar1 cinsiyet¢i kiifiirler goz oniine alindiginda, 6zellikle feminist kelimesini
hakaret olarak kullanmalar1 sasirtict degildir. Serrano-Dura ve ark. (2017), genglerin
tribiin tezahiiratlarindaki cinsiyet¢i unsurlar1 anlayamadiklar1 ve cinsiyete dayali
siddeti goremedikleri ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Bu tiir cinsiyet¢i sloganlar fark etmemek,
cinsiyetci fikirlerin benimsenmesine yol agabilir.

Biolarinda gerici hareket ifadesini kullanan kisilerin feminist temsillerinin
olumsuz oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozellikle feministlerin yasama, yiiriitme ve yargl
sistemleri iizerinde olumsuz etkileri oldugunu sdyleyenler, savunduklari gerici hareket
dogrultusunda sahip olduklar1 giicii birakmak istemeyen ve statiikoyu korumak
isteyenler olabilir (McVeigh, 2009, s. 32-33).

Biosunda Miisliiman oldugu ifadesi bulunan kisilerin de feministlere yonelik
olumsuz bir temsile sahip olduklar1 goriilmektedir. Bu temsillerin bir kism1 dogrudan
din 6gretileri ile ilgiliyken (dine zarar verir, aile yapisini bozar), kii¢iik bir farkla daha
biiyiik bir kism1 dogrudan devlet ve toprak biitiinliigii ile ilgilidir. Diger tek tanrili
dinler gibi, Islam'm ataerkil yapis1 ve kadinlara yonelik kurallar1 nedeniyle kendilerini
Miisliman olarak tanimlayanlarin feministlerin olumsuz temsilleri anlasilabilir
(Ingiin, 2005).

67



Tiirkiye'de Kemalizm'in hem sag hem de sol tarafindan benimsenmesi bu
noktada ¢ikarim yapmayr zorlastirmaktadir. Kemalizm’i savunanlarin feminist
temsilleri iizerine yapilacak daha fazla arastirma daha net yorumlar sunabilir. Ancak
elde edilen sonuglara bakildiginda Kemalizm kategorisinde yer alan kisilerin feminist
temsillerinin genellikle devletin biitiinliigi ile ilgili oldugu goriilmektedir. Atatiirk'iin
kadmlarla ilgili sozlerine bakildiginda o6zellikle Tiirk kadinina vurgu yaptigi
goriilmektedir.

“Ey kahraman Tiirk kadini, sen yerde siiriiklenmeye degil, omuzlarda goge

viikselmeye layiksin.”

Kemalizm'i savunanlar kadin miicadelesine milliyet¢i bir perspektiften bakarak
bu konuda bir duyarlilik gelistirmis olabilirler. Bu durumda feministleri terdrist olarak
gormeleri ve feministlerin miilteci sorunu hakkinda konusmadiklarin1 diigiinmeleri
mantikli olabilir. Biolarinda sag ideoloji ile ilgili agiklamalar yapan kisilerin
feministlerle ilgili bircok olumsuz temada yer aldig1 goriilmektedir. Gould'a (1990)
gore feministlerin olumsuz goriisleri her zaman sagin glindeminde olmustur. Kiirtaj
karsit1 olarak da goriilen bu fikirler, feministlerin geleneksel degerlere zarar verdigini
iddia etmektedir. Gould, konuyla ilgili feminizm korkusunu giindeme getirmistir. Bu
korku, bu calismadaki sagcilarin feministlerin terdrle iliskilendirildigini, miilteci
sorunuyla ilgili hi¢bir sey yapmadiklarin1 ve yasama, yliriitme ve yargi siireclerine
olumsuz etkileri oldugunu 6ne siirmelerinden kaynaklaniyor olabilir. Devletin zarar
gorecegine ve statilkonun devam etmeyecegine dair genel korku, feminist temsillerine
de yansiyabilir.

Feministlerin karakter ozelliklerinin ve niteliklerinin kotii oldugu tweetini
atanlarin  diisiincesi, odagi feminist miicadeleden ¢ekmek ve feministleri

itibarsizlagtirmak icin yapilmis olabilir. Argiimanin kendisinden ziyade bu fikri
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savunan kisinin karakterini hedef almak, ad hominem safsatasi ile iliskilendirilebilir

(Eemeren ve ark. 2000).

Kisithhiklar

Twitter'dan veri toplamanin gegmis verilere ulasma ve ¢ok hizli veri toplama
gibi avantajlarinin yaninda baz1 dezavantajlari da bulunmaktadir. Bunlardan biri elde
edilen verilerin temiz olmamasidir. Ornegin internet dilinde yazilmis birgok ifade
bulunmaktadir ve insanlar yazim kurallarina dikkat etmedigi i¢in verilerin anlasilmasi
zorlagmaktadir. Ayrica tweetlerde ironi yapildiginda, aragtirmacinin o Kkisiyi
tanimadan ironiyi anlamasi zordur veya sosyal medya platformlarinda bolca bulunan
trol profiller verileri manipiile edebilir.

Diger bir sorun ise anonim profillerin kendi kimliklerini yansitmayabilecegi
cok daha ug¢ goriisler bildiriyor olmalaridir. Ayrica tek bir tweetten kisinin sosyal
temsillerine iliskin ¢ikarimlar kesin sonu¢ vermemektedir. Mevcut calisma meta
verilerle ¢calismadigindan, temizleme sonrasi elde edilen veriler nicel olarak eksik
olabilir. Gelecekteki ¢alismalarda daha biiyiik verilerle calismak, baglantilart
kolaylastirabilir. Ayrica internette sosyal kimlik arayis1 ¢ok yonlii ve oldukca
karmagik bir olgudur. Sosyal medyay1 referans alirsak, insanlar bir¢ok yonden
kimliklerini yansitir: kullanict adi, profil fotografi, bio, gdnderiler vb. Bu 6geleri tek
tek degerlendirmek ve kodlamak ¢ok karmasik bir istir. Ileride yapilacak ¢alismalarda

daha detayl bir ¢evrimici kimlik analizi literatiire daha fazla katki saglayabilir.
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