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ABSTRACT 

 

TRADITIONAL URBAN PATTERN INVESTIGATION AND 

PROTECTION PROPOSAL IN TABRIZ, IRAN 

(CASE STUDY: TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR COMPLEX) 

 

Turkish Abstract (Özet) 

     Tarihi kentler geçmişin mimari mirası olarak, yaşam biçimini ve medeniyetlerin 

nasıl evrildiğini göstermektedir. Geçmişten günümüze pek çok biriktirilmiş bilgi ve 

detaylar aktarmaktadırlar. Diğer anlamıyla, kentleri oluşturan mekanlar kapsamlı analiz 

edildiğinde barındırdığı değerler, anlaşılmaktadır. Sürdürülebilir kentsel gelişme yanı 

sıra sürdürülebilir sosyal gelişme için bahsedilen bilgilerin irdelenmesi  önem 

taşımaktadır. İslam mimarisine sahip olan kentlerdeki mekanlardan bahsedilirken 

çarşılar farklı mimari özellikleri ile geçmişte ve günümüzde, kentlerin günlük 

yaşamında önemli bir rol oynamaktadırlar Bu araştırmada, Tebriz'in tarihi çarşı 

kompleksi ele alınmış ve çalışmanın alanı belirledikten sonra fiziksel ve sosyal yapısı 

analiz edilip günümüz sorun ve olanakları tanımlayarak, değişim süreci 

değerlendirilmiştir. Tebriz'in tarihi çarşı kompleksi, yedi yüzyıl boyunca ticari ve 

kültürel alışverişler için Asya'da ve Dünyada en önemli uluslararası kentsel alanlardan 

biri olmuştur. Tarihi çarşının mimari özellikleri ve stratejik coğrafi konumu nedeniyle 

İpek Yolu üzerinde doğu-batı ticaret yolunda da etkin izler bırakmıştır. Kapalı çarşının 

geçmişine bakıldığında Selçuklular, İlhanlılar, Kara-koyunlu Türkmenleri, Ak-koyunlu 



x 

Türkmenleri, Safeviler, Osmanlı ve Kaçar devri  gibi tarihi dönem izlerini  görmekteyiz. 

Bu dönemlerin her birinin ayrı ayrı çarşının gerek oluşumunda  gerekse gelişmesinde 

etkileri olmuştur. Tebriz'in tarihi çarşı kompleksi dünyanın en büyük tuğla ile inşa 

edilmiş kapalı çarşısı olarak UNESCO dünya mirası listesinde yer almaktadır. 

Araştırmada, Tebriz kenti ticari kesiminde seçilen alanın özellikleri, karakteristiği ve 

mekansal oluşumundaki fiziksel ve sosyal ilişkisinin anlaşılması için arşivlerden belge 

araştırma, alan çalışması, fiziksel ve sosyal anketlerle analizler yapılmıştır.  

Elde edilen bilgiler değerlendirilmiş, alanın günümüzde  büyük ölçüde geleneksel 

özelliklerinin varlığını sürdürdüğü tespit edilmiştir. Bu bağlamda bilgilerden en 

önemlisi, geleneksel koruma yöntemleridir. Yöntemlerin etkisi geçmişten günümüze 

sürdürülüp ve bir kültür olarak devam etmektedir. Bu bağlamda çalışmanın ileri 

aşamada planlanacak olan tarihi kent merkezi koruma geliştirme projeleri için katkı 

sağlayacak  ve temel oluşturacak değerde bilgi aktaracağı düşünülmektedir. 

 

Anahtar Kelimeler:  

Geleneksel Kent Dokusu, Fiziksel - Sosyal Kimlik, Koruma Önerisi, Tebriz’in 

Tarihi Çarşı Kompleksi 
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ABSTRACT  

TRADITIONAL URBAN PATTERN INVESTIGATION AND 

PROTECTION PROPOSAL IN TABRIZ, IRAN 

(CASE STUDY: TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR COMPLEX) 

     Historical urban pattern, as the architectural heritage of the past, shows the way of 

life and how civilizations have evolved. They convey much-accumulated information 

and details from the past to the present. In other words, their values are understood 

when the places that formed the cities are analyzed comprehensively. It is essential to 

examine the information mentioned for sustainable urban development as well as 

sustainable social development. While talking about the p laces in cities with Islamic 

architecture, bazaars are characterized by different architectural features; they played a 

significant role in the daily life of cities in the past and today. In this research, Tabriz's 

historic bazaar complex was discussed. And after determining the study area, its 

physical and social structure was analyzed, and the change process was evaluated by 

defining today's problems and possibilities.Tabriz grand bazaar complex has been one 

of Asia's most significant international urban areas and the World for commercial and 

cultural exchanges for seven centuries. Due to the historical bazaar's strategic location 

and architectural features, it has played an active role in the east-west trade route 

through the Silk Road. Looking at the past of the covered bazaar, we see traces of 

historical periods such as Seljuks, Ilkhanids, Kara-koyunlu Turkmens, Ak-koyunlu 

Turkmens, Safavids, Ottoman, and Qajar eras. Each of these periods affected on the 

formation and development of the bazaar. Tabriz's historical bazaar complex is on the 

UNESCO world heritage list as the world's largest brick-built covered bazaar. This 



xii 

research aims to understand the social-physical relation that formed the selected study 

area's features, characteristics, and spatial formation. The information obtained was 

evaluated and it was determined that the traditional features of the area continue to exist 

to a large extent today. In this context, the most important information is traditional 

protection methods. The effect of the methods has been maintained from the past to the 

present and continues as a culture. In this context, it is thought that the study will 

provide valuable information that will contribute to and form the basis for the historical 

city center conservation and development projects that will be planned in the future.  

Keywords: 

Traditional Urban Pattern, Physical - Social Identity, Protection Proposal, Tabriz 

Historic Bazaar Complex 

Date: 25 May 2023 
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ICHHTO   : Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts  and Tourism Organization 
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Chapter 1.  

INTRODUCTION 

1-1- Case Study Zone 

     Being alive and active in a historical complex in its original style while maintaining 

its originality and integrity was the main reason for choosing this area as the space 

studied in this thesis.      

The area of Tabriz's historical Bazaar complex is about 29 hectares. Due to the large 

volume of this collection, the northern part of the Bazaar was chosen as the study area. 

The reason for this choice is the importance of this section in historical periods and the 

formation of the diversity of uses side by side. In fact, you can see a collection of 

architectural elements of Tabriz Grand Bazaar in this section.  

In order to investigate physical issues, our focus is limited to the study area, but in the 

investigation of social and protection issues, the entire whole Bazaar complex was 

considered. 

The historical city area of Tabriz, which affects the research area, has been studied in 

general, and the covered Bazaar complex located in the city's historical center has been 

examined.  to achieve accurate results within the time frame of presenting the thesis, we 

focused on the northern part of the covered Bazaar (about 63 thousand square meters) 

and conducted purposeful research studies. The area selected for research has undergone 

changes in historical periods and over time it has taken its present form. Some areas 

require archaeological explorations. Most of the spaces have preserved their originality. 
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In addition to the original spaces, there are also new places that are different from the 

whole complex. In this research, all the mentioned spaces have been investigated.  

1-2- Problem Definition  

The emergence of harmful changes to the original structure of historical spaces reduces 

their lifespan and makes the protection of these spaces difficult. Therefore, knowing the 

damages correctly to fix them is one of the most important parts of the research. These 

problems need to be recognized and investigated in the field of conservation laws, in the 

physical part of buildings, and in the sociological structure.  

Occasionally, despite the protection laws, the problems of protection and conservation 

of the traditional urban district with historical identity, are not resolved. This shows the 

defective state laws on protection. For solving incomplete rules, need to be identified 

problems. In the sociological structure, the gradual decrease of originality among 

businessmen with new people coming to the bazaar spaces is another problem.  

1-3- Aim of Research  

To be active and continue to have a Bazaar culture in its original style in the Bazaar  

complex of Tabriz after the passing of years, also the reasons for the continued survival 

of Tabriz's historic bazaar complex is the answer to the purpose of this study, which is 

possible by studying the critical topic of sociology along with the physical examination 

of Bazaar spaces. In simpler terms, investigation and evaluation of the traditional 

protection methods in the existing culture of the case study the ability to access and 

propose an efficient pattern for structural and social protection of traditional urban 

districts with historical identities is possible.  

The existence of originality and integrity in the spaces of the studied area indicates the 

sustainable development of this space. In this way, the participation of the residents of 

the bazaar in its maintenance and the existence of laws preventing human damage and 

destruction have excluded the protection system of the complex. This place could be a 

successful example of sustainable urban development.  

Therefore, knowing the characteristics of the existing protection system in the Bazaar of 

Tabriz in the first step is the main goal of the thesis, and in the other step, the proposed 

protection proposal is presented, which is derived from the results of the main research 

objective.  
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1-4- Research Question  

After specifying the research topic and determining the goals that we seek to achieve, 

posing research questions help us to choose a more informed path to gather information 

during research and study. The main research questions are as follows: 

 Which protection and conservation methods can be functional and the right 

choice for urban spaces with historical identities? 

 Public participation in the rehabilitation and protection of historical architectural 

spaces, How effective is it? 

1-5- Methodology of Research  

Identifying the current situation and conditions governing the Bazaar (both from the 

physical and social aspects) and knowing the historical past of the place under study is 

one of the priorities of the research. During the research process, the strengths of each 

part of the research and the weaknesses and threats in the place were identified and 

evaluated. The strengths were used in the presentation of the protection proposed plans 

and solutions were provided to solve the identified weaknesses.  

In the thesis, we used two types of research methodologies for the case study after 

determining the study area; first: research has been done on the subject from historical 

documents and archives. second: investigation in the inner area and spaces of the old 

Tabriz Bazaar. After the recognition of the existing situation in the area, survey 

questionnaires were prepared on two important subjects (physical and social), and were 

asked from the tradesmen and pedestrians in the Bazaar. Based on the results of the 

physical and social structure that was analyzed obtained from the surveys, the change 

process was evaluated by defining today's problems and possibilities. In the subject of 

physical examination, to fill in the information of the questionnaires, authentic spaces 

have been selected that are qualified in terms of structural quality and have a historical 

identity. For example, newly built shops with new and metal materials in the middle of 

Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan were not evaluated in the questionnaires. Also, the shops in the 

newly built commercial complex are located outside of the survey in the questionnaires, 

because more accurate and realistic results can be obtained only by having more 

accurate information. After the data obtained from the survey were cast in the Excel 

2016 program, they were transferred to IBM. SPSS. Statistics. 26.0 program and the 
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results were determined. For all users who were evaluated in the questionnaires, their 

comments on the physical and social nature of the area, their ownership of the work 

area, their approaches to protection, and their differences were evaluated. Charts were 

prepared with the SPSS. program for the density of the social structure and the data 

obtained from the relations of the questions with each other. The physical information 

obtained from the case study region surveys was added to the AutoCAD 2016 software 

and was classified and designed and drawn based on the required headings. In the end, 

decisions were made on how to protect the old bazaar with the right method as a 

protection proposal. 

 

 

1-6- Literature Review 

Considering the importance of the city of Tabriz throughout the history of Iran, both in 

the times when it was chosen as the capital of Iran and in the times when it was 

considered one of the most important cities of Iran and was used as the crown prince 

city (the residence of the crown princes) and nicknamed: Dar-ol-Salteneh. 

The strategic and geographical situation of Tabriz and its proximity to the borders of 

neighboring countries have attracted the attention of the governments of these countries. 

For example, the city of Tabriz was administered by the Ottoman government for a 

short period during the rule of Shah Ismail and Shah Tahmasab Safavid. These 

Table 1. 1. The General Process of the Considered Path of Research (Ref: Author) 
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campaigns were carried out in 1522, 1535, 1548, and the last time in 1586 by Sultan 

Murad III. Ottoman Minister. Therefore, due to the importance of the selected area for 

the topic of the thesis, it has naturally been considered for conducting research in this 

regard. In the literature reviews that we have done, most of the research has been done 

with different approaches from the point of view of the current thesis.  

 As stated in the introduction section, the main approach of this research is to know the 

current state of space in the district of the case study and analyze its changes from the 

past to the present with special attention to the physical and social categories. In the 

next step and analyzed the effects they have on each other. Most of the previous 

research has been theoretical and descriptive. Sometimes only one of the spaces in the 

area was investigated and sometimes only one of the buildings was investiga ted. Some 

researchers have tried to locate the buildings built in the past on the map based on 

events that do not exist today and have been destroyed in earthquakes or other 

destructive events. But these explanations, if we want to categorize the background of 

the research, can be said as follows: 

 Theoretical research and checking the hypotheses proposed by the researchers.  

  Review and descriptive studies of historical events written by historians and 

travelers in their texts. 

Previous research that is somehow related to the studied area is explained below:  

The article "Reinterpretation of Sahib Abad Square based on the images of Chardin and 

Matraqchi based on historical texts (from its formation to the Safavid period)" (Hanachi, 

and Nejadebrahimi, 2006), after examining the documents, historical documents, and 

texts about the old condition of Sahib Abad square and the functions performed in it and 

the form and orientation of the square. The article "Speculation in Sahib Abad Square  

and Hasan Padishah Complex" (Omrani and Aminian, 2007), focuses on the 

architectural and archaeological remains, they have tried to recognize the position of the 

Hassan Padishah Mosque in the spatial structure of the Nasriyeh complex and the 

historical context of Tabriz.  The article "Explanation of the Evolution of Shah Meidan 

Model in the Safavid Capitals of Iran" (Dizni, 2014), to the identification and 

approximate location of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan, elements the structure and importance 

of this Meidan including Hasan Padishah Mosque, Sahib Abad Garden and Hasht 

Behesht Palace in the Safavid period have been discussed. In the article "Spatial 
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structure of Tabriz City in the Safavid Period with a comparative comparison of 

Travelogues and visual documents (Belilanasl, 2016), the researcher has tried to analyze 

the spatial structure of Tabriz during the Safavid period through the comparative 

comparison of travelogues and visual documents in order to finally be able to present an 

image of the Safavid spatial structure of the city.  The article "The application of the 

contextual approach in regeneration historical contexts" (Hashempour et al., 2018), the 

main purpose of the research is to investigate the situation of urban  regeneration in the 

new body of the Sahib-ul-Amr complex, according to the features of the sustainability 

of the context. The article "Regeneration of the architectural structure of the Hasan 

Padishah Mosque in Tabriz" (Sarabi et al., 2020), the purpose of writing this research 

was to recreate the architectural structure of Hasan Padishah Mosque in the 9th century 

A.H. based on the existing architectural remains and study historical documents. In the 

conclusion section of this research, a hypothetical form of the mosque is proposed. The 

main distinguishing feature of the thesis compared to other research is the pragmatic 

approach and the applicability of the proposal suggestion in the thesis. In this way, 

investigating and analyzing the data of the current state of the space and comparing it 

with the past, and analyzing and criticizing the protection status of the studied area will 

lead to the presentation of a proposed protection model, and its implementation will 

bring about the rehabilitation of the researched area. Also, the important points that we 

reached in the topic of protection of historical urban spaces during the steps of the 

research; can be a new and different conclusion in the category of traditional protection 

of historical districts, which has not been addressed in any research or article.  

In this research, investigations have been carried out with a joint look at the two 

structural categories of spaces and the topic of the sociology of the region at the same 

time. However, this type of view does not exist in other research. In the case of 

historical urban spaces, both discussed categories influence each other's formation 

process. The traditional urban space of Tabriz is alive as an example that has been able 

to maintain its traditional features from the past years until today. The realistic and 

functionalist approach of the thesis proposal is compatible with the current protection 

situation of the Tabriz Bazaar and is completely applicable. The category of traditional 

protection of the Bazaar, which is a different conclusion from the traditional protection 

of historical spaces, is an important achievement of the concluding part of the thesis.   



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2. 

INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL CONSERVATION AND 

PROTECTION MANIFESTO, CHARTERS, DECLARATIONS, 

LAWS, AND THEORIES ABOUT THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

 

 

2-1- Definition of the “Protection”  

     This means that the term protection refers to a set of actions that, based on specific 

plans, are intended to improve the economic, social, and physical activities of a building 

or space, or historical complex that has lost its original function. It covers a wide range 

of actions, all of which fall within a specific framework.  

2-2- International Declarations about Conservation of the Historic Districts  

The view of valuable historical monuments in the world is that when preserving 

historical monuments left over from the past, we must always pay attention to the 

principle that the building in question should not be considered as a single building 

separate from the surrounding texture. Suppose, because otherwise, if the texture 

around the building is destroyed and its boundaries are destroyed, the building will 

gradually appear redundant and over time, and over time, the building itself will be 

destroyed. This became important when the old structures left in different countries 

were attacked by the growth and expansion of cities and their industrialization, and for 

this reason, the experts in the field of restoration paid attention and prepared detailed 

rules and regulations in this field. In fact, the restoration of the historical fabric of cities 

in countries such as England and France began in the early nineteenth century. In 1837, 

with the formation of the Special Committee on Art and Memorial in France, the first 
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measures in the field of restoration activities began. The task of this committee was to 

list the historical buildings and collections and to preserve and maintain them. Also in 

England in 1877, a set of laws and regulations was formulated according to which the 

historical buildings and textures of this country were protected and cared for.  

2-2-1- Athens Charter (1931)  

The first scientific action in the field of restoration can be mentioned at the holding of 

the Athens Congress in 1931. the main subject of this congress is to establish a logical 

relationship between form and function. Le Corbusier collected the results of the 

congressional scientific discussions and published them in 1941 under the name of the 

Athens Charter in France. Thus, with the acquaintance and awareness of the importance 

of protection and restoration of historical monuments, every few years, by holding 

congresses and specialized meetings of experts in this field, charters, resolutions, and 

statements were proposed and implemented.  As an example, we refer to some articles of 

the Athens Articles: 

1. All the interventions of the architect in the building are permissible provided that it 

has a protective aspect. (If a building is being demolished, the expert has a duty to 

repair and strengthen it to preserve the work, and it is necessary for the expert to be 

fully aware of the current technology).  

2. The building was divided into two categories of living and dead in repairs and 

reconstruction because the types of repairs in these two buildings is completely 

different. 

3. The excavation of historical monuments should be under the supervision of a detailed 

research and conservation plan (anastylosis), if its preservation is not possible, it should 

not be excavated. 

4. The historical periods of the building should be respected.  

5. If they have made changes in the building, for example, they have made a window 

bigger or smaller that is not related to the construction period of the building, it can be 

studied by removing it and modifying the building.  

6. The privacy of the building is as valuable as the building itself and the area 

around the building should not be destroyed or changed or expanded without a 

reason. 
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7. Determining the privacy for the building or historical complex and compiling 

the criteria related to it.  

8. Reconstruction of the building for its strength and restoration according to the laws of 

reconstruction. And etc.  

2-2-2- Venice Charter (1964) 

IInd International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic  Monuments, 

Venice, 1964. 

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of people 

remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are 

becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values and regard ancient 

monuments as a common heritage. The common responsibility to safeguard them for 

future generations is recognized. It is our duty to hand them on in the full r ichness of 

their authenticity. It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and 

restoration of ancient buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an 

international basis, with each country being responsible for applying the plan 

within the framework of its own culture and traditions. By defining these basic 

principles for the first time, the Athens Charter of 1931 contributed towards the 

development of an extensive international movement which has assumed concrete form 

in national documents, in the work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the establishment by 

the latter of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and the 

Restoration of Cultural Property. Increasing awareness and critical study have been 

brought to bear on problems which have continually become more complex and varied; 

now the time has come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study 

of the principles involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document. Accordingly, the 

IInd International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, 

which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964, approved the following text:  

DEFINITIONS  

Article 1. The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single 

architectural work but also the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a 

particular civilization, a significant development or a historic event. This applies not 

only to great works of art but also to more modest works of the past which have 

acquired cultural significance with the passing of time.  



10 

Article 2. The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the 

sciences and techniques which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of the 

architectural heritage.  

Article 3. The intention in conserving and restoring monuments is to safeguard them no 

less as works of art than as historical evidence.  

CONSERVATION  

Article 4. It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on a 

permanent basis.  

Article 5. The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by making use of 

them for some socially useful purpose. Such use is therefore desirable but it must not 

change the lay-out or decoration of the building. It is within these limits only that 

modifications demanded by a change of function should be envisaged and may be 

permitted.  

Article 6. The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting which is not out 

of scale. Wherever the traditional setting exists, it must be kept. No new construction, 

demolition or modification which would alter the relations of mass and co lour must be 

allowed.  

Article 7. A monument is inseparable from the history to which it bears witness and 

from the setting in which it occurs. The moving of all or part of a monument cannot be 

allowed except where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or where it is 

justified by national or international interest of paramount importance.  

Article 8. Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an integral part of a 

monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means of ensuring their 

preservation.  

RESTORATION  

Article 9. The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation. Its aim is to 

preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument and is based on 

respect for original material and authentic documents. It must stop at the point where 

conjecture begins, and in this case, moreover, any extra work which is indispensable 

must be distinct from the architectural composition and must bear a contemporary 

stamp. The restoration in any case must be preceded and followed by an 

archaeological and historical study of the monument.  
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Article 10. Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the consolidation of a 

monument can be achieved by the use of any modern technique for conservation and 

construction, the efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data and proved by 

experience.  

Article 11. The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a monument must be 

respected, since unity of style is not the aim of a restoration. When a building includes 

the superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of the underlying state can 

only be justified in exceptional circumstances and when what is removed is of little 

interest and the material which is brought to light is of great historical, archaeological or 

aesthetic value, and its state of preservation good enough to justify the action. 

Evaluation of the importance of the elements involved and the decision as to what may 

be destroyed cannot rest solely on the individual in charge of the work. Article 12. 

Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously with the whole, but at the 

same time must be distinguishable from the original so that restoration does not falsify 

the artistic or historic evidence.  

Article 13. Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do not detract from 

the interesting parts of the building, its traditional setting, the balance of its composition 

and its relation with its surroundings.  

HISTORIC SITES  

Article 14. The sites of monuments must be the object of special care in order to 

safeguard their integrity and ensure that they are cleared and presented in a 

seemly manner. The work of conservation and restoration carried out in such places 

should be inspired by the principles set forth in the foregoing articles.  

EXCAVATIONS  

Article 15. Excavations should be carried out in accordance with scientific standards 

and the recommendation defining international principles to be applied in the case of 

archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956. Ruins must be  maintained and 

measures necessary for the permanent conservation and protection of architectural 

features and of objects discovered must be taken. Furthermore, every means must be 

taken to facilitate the understanding of the monument and to reveal it without ever 

distorting its meaning. All reconstruction work should however be ruled out "a priori". 
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Only Anastylosis, that is to say, the reassembling of existing but dismembered 

parts can be permitted. The material used for integration should always be 

recognizable and its use should be the least that will ensure the conservation of a 

monument and the reinstatement of its form.  

 PUBLICATION  

Article 16. In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation, there should always 

be precise documentation in the form of analytical and critical reports, illustrated with 

drawings and photographs. Every stage of the work of clearing, consolidation, 

rearrangement and integration, as well as technical and formal features identified during 

the course of the work, should be included. This record should be placed in the archives 

of a public institution and made available to research workers. It is recommended that 

the report should be published. [WEB_1] 

2-2-3- Declaration of Rome (1983) 

In the aim of rendering actions for the integrated conservation of the national, cultural 

heritage more incisive and more precise, the Italian National Committee, under the 

patronage of the Ministry of Cultural Property and of the Environment, recalling the 

work accomplished at the national symposia of Sorrento (1979) and of Naples (1981), 

discussed the following theme in Rome (9-10 June 1983) on the basis of earlier studies: 

"Monuments and Sites: conservation action in Italy today". 

After hearing and discussing the reports and communications, the symposium noted the 

serious deficiencies which exist in Italy today in the field of the conservation and the 

restoration of the cultural heritage. These deficiencies are due, on the one hand, to the 

insufficiently clear relationship between theory and practice, and on the other hand, to 

the inherent dangers of the current political and socio-economic situation. 

The Assembly noted specifically: 

A co-ordination which is rare, even non-existent, among the various bodies involved in 

conservation at all levels: local, regional, national and international. This situation is 

aggravated by other factors, such as the lack of an organic structure in these institutions; 

the separation between the University and the government services in charge of 

cultural property; the absence of coordination among the Ministries and, above all, 
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between Cultural Affairs and Public Works, though the latter provides considerable 

funding for the architectural heritage.  

Serious consequences due to the fact that architectural restoration operations are too 

often awarded to insufficiently qualified professionals of the private and public sector. 

This situation proves the absolute necessity to employ competent restorers, having 

received university level training and post-graduate level specialized training. 

Ulterior consequences due to the unsupervised work of new, unqualified, private 

contractors on monuments, historic centers and sites. This phenomenon has been 

accentuated by the poor health of the construction industry which has led certain 

contractors toward restoration work despite their lack of training, under the cover of 

recent, ambiguous legislation on architecture and town planning. This legislation is 

itself an expression of the present state of general confusion.  

The Assembly, proposing to remedy point by point the aforementioned deficiencies and 

the errors attached to them, requests of the Parliament, the Government and the 

competent controlling bodies, a total involvement in the coordination of the 

administrative, didactic, normative, technical and cultural initiatives taken by national 

and international organisms, for a careful programming of architectural operations and 

for the rigorous supervision of the real qualifications of professionals and contractors 

working in the field of restoration. 

confirms and adopts the contents and conclusions of the "International Meeting of Co-

ordinators for Training in Architectural Conservation" (organized by ICCROM, Rome, 

December 1982). During that meeting, the Assembly did indeed confirm the utmost 

importance of: the training of specialized personnel, in the historical and technical 

fields, in architecture and town planning who should be employed for all 

restoration work, according to the recognized multidisciplinary, scientific method 

of conservation work; and the strengthening of the competent international 

organizations for education and cultural training, such as ICCROM. [WEB_2] 

2-2-4- The Theories of Well-Known People in the Field of Protection and 

Restoration  

Theories related to restoration are topics that have been proposed since the second half 

of the nineteenth century AD, and this trend continues today. it happens. The first 

theories and main tendencies have been formed in European countries (France, England, 
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etc.) and gradually the restoration measures carried out in other countries (including 

Iran) have been aligned with European tendencies. The first step taken in Iran to protect 

historical monuments was the establishment of the National Antiquities Association in 

1922. And following that, the approval of the antiquities law in 1930 was done by the 

National Council. 

Eugen Emmanuel Viollet Le Duc (1814-1879): 

This French architect is considered one of the most active restorers of old buildings. He 

has done extensive research on Gothic churches and the definition of style is attributed 

to this person. The guidelines and principles proposed by Le Duc in the field of the 

revitalization of historical monuments are as follows: 

Pay close attention to the health and economic aspects of restoration, removing 

elements or parts that have been added to the building after the original date, in other 

words, restoring the building to its original form so that its unity and purity are visible. 

This Le Duc principle actually expresses the concept of reconstruction. In all the stages 

that the restorer wants to make interventions on the existence of the body of the 

historic building, it is necessary to go back to the time when the original builder 

built it and use the same form and form that if the original builder existed.  By 

observing this principle, the historical monument will be restored to its original form.  

Actually, Le Duc has taken a step towards basing its restoration studies on architectural 

history research. 

Juhn Ruskin (1818-1900): 

John Ruskin's theories are highly regarded because of their intellectual contradictions 

with other experts. He states that the buildings left from the past are considered 

historical documents and we should not change their existing conditions as much as 

possible. Even if we make sure that parts of them are annexes and have been added to 

them in the years since their construction, we have no right to remove them. He believes 

that even adding new parts to strengthen the building, which is in an unstable and 

dangerous condition, is not allowed. John Ruskin has authored several books, the most 

important of which is The Seven Architectural Torches, published in 1848. 

In summary, the principles and issues raised by Ruskin are as follows: the principle of 

mortality, the principle of religious restoration, the principle of non- interference, the 

principle of non-repetition. Ruskin believes that industrialization and industry 



15 

involvement in construction in cities will result in nothing but uniformity and non-

repetition. Ruskin basically believes in the two theories of "organ- like order" and 

"landscape-making". In the theory of organ systems, Ruskin states that the reason that 

historical contexts are beautiful is the existence of organ systems in them, which 

originates from human creativity and intelligence. In landscape theory, Ruskin seeks 

to show that historical textures were not created all at once, that these textures 

were formed in a novel atmosphere in which the laws of landscape design are 

required.  

The way in which Ruskin intervenes in historical contexts is based on the "protective-

decorative" method. The change of use of historical buildings and complexes must be in 

harmony with its past performance in order to maintain historical continuity.  

2-3- National Laws about Conservation of the Historic Districts  

From the distant past, the protection and reconstruction of historical monuments in our 

country have been considered, some of which remain today, such as temples and fire 

temples that have been restored over time, or mosques and structures and residential 

units that need repairs. They have been provided for their survival and may have been 

changed from time to time. Countless old buildings can be named that after several 

stages of reconstruction and restoration are still standing today and are open to the 

public. For example, we can name the Saveh Grand Mosque, which has been renovated 

in different historical periods by the experts of each period with respect to the previous 

period and has left a masterful performance, which is similar to this case and similar 

issues. Countless confirm the importance of restoration during historical periods. 

One of the most important measures that were very effective in preserving and 

restoring ancient works and scientific and cultural heritages of Iran was the 

establishment of the National Antiquities Association.  This association was 

established in the fall of 1922 by the efforts of some people who are interested in 

historical monuments and the preservation of the glory of Iran. The most important 

action of the association was the registration and classification of cultural works that 

needed to be preserved as national values.  
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2-3-1- First Laws Approved in 1930 in the National Assembly of Iran  

The Iranian Parliament approved the law on antiquities consisting of twenty articles in 

November 1930, and it was implemented in 1932: 

Article 1- All industrial monuments, buildings, and places that have been constructed in 

the country of Iran until the end of the Zandiye Dynasty, both movable and immovable, 

in accordance with Article 13 of this law, can be considered national monuments of Iran 

and are under government protection and supervision. 

Article 2- The government is obliged to compile a list of all national works of Iran that 

are currently known and have a special historical, scientific, or industrial status, and 

later to attach any of these works that are discovered to the said list. The list will be 

published after publication and will be made public.  

Article 3- The registration of property in the list of national monuments will be after the 

recognition and written permission of the Ministry of Education, but the registration of 

property owned by a private owner must be notified to the owner beforehand and will 

not be finalized unless after warning and objection to the owner. And the duties 

stipulated in this law regarding national works will be assigned to the owner only after 

the registration is finalized.  

Article 4- The owner of immovable property that can be considered a national 

monument according to this law, as well as anyone who finds out about the 

existence of such property, must inform the nearest relevant government agency so 

that if the competent authorities stipulated in the bylaws The executive of this law 

acknowledged that it is a national monument to be registered in the list of national 

monuments. 

Article 5- Owners or possessors of property registered in the National Register of 

Antiquities may retain their right of ownership or possession but shall not prevent the 

Government from taking measures necessary for the protection of national monuments 

if government operations for protection require expenditure. The government will not 

change the claim from the owner and these measures will not shake the property of the 

owner. 

Article 6- The following detailed operations are prohibited and the perpetrators will be 

fined fifty to one thousand tomans according to the ruling of the judicial court.  
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A- Destroying or destroying national monuments and covering them with paint or 

painting and drawing patterns and lines on them. 

B- To take action in the vicinity of national monuments that cause the foundation to 

shake or change its form. 

C- Acquisition and transaction without the permission of the government for the 

materials and materials belonging to the buildings mentioned in the list of national 

monuments. Restoration of national monuments in the possession of persons must 

be carried out with permission and under the supervision of the government, 

otherwise, the aforementioned punishments may be imposed on the perpetrator.  

Article 7- Movable property that is considered a national property and has a private 

owner must be registered in a separate list in the order provided in Article 3. 

Article 8- For each movable property registered in the list of national monuments, a 

letter of introduction must be prepared in two copies, specifying its description, origin, 

source and quality of exploration, and attached to one or more photos of it. The Office 

of National Works of the Government shall be given to the owner of the property free of 

charge and another copy shall be given free of charge to the owner of the property. 

Article 9- Whoever owns a movable property registered in the National Register of 

Antiquities, if he wants to sell it to another, he must inform the relevant government 

office in writing. Other people have the right of precedence, but within ten days after 

receiving the written notification of the owner of the property, the government must 

announce its intention to acquire it to the owner, and if it does not, the owner can sell 

the property to someone else. To transfer it to another person, he/she must inform the 

government of the name and place of residence of the new owner within ten days after 

the transfer.  A fine equal to the sale price will be imposed and the government can take 

the property from the new owner and pay him the price paid by the new owner. The 

seller will be punished.  Unless he has notified the government.  

Article 10- Any person who acquires movable property that can be considered a 

national monument according to this law by accident, even if it is in his property, must 

inform the Ministry of Education or his representatives as soon as possible whenever 

the relevant government officials of the said property. Half of the property is given to 

the discoverer or its fair price is given to him by the expert certification and the 
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government has the right to confiscate or transfer it to the discoverer free of charge 

compared to the other half.  

Article 11- Excavation of lands and exploration for the extraction of national artifacts is 

the exclusive right of the government, and the government is free to exercise this right 

directly or to transfer it to scientific institutions or to individuals or companies. The 

government has the right to carry out exploratory measures in order to discover and 

determine the type and quality of national artifacts.  

Article 12- Excavation If it is only for the discovery of national artifacts and sc ientific 

research, scientific excavation, and if it is for the purchase and sale of antiques, it is 

commercial excavation. Scientific excavation is allowed only to scientific institutions. 

Commerce is prohibited. 

Article 13- Excavation on lands owned by a private owner requires the consent of the 

owner in addition to the permission of the government. The right to claim and determine 

the basis of this right is the weakness of land compensation, which the owner is 

deprived of using digging, in addition to the damage to the owner and the expenses that 

must be paid after the excavation to restore the land to its original state. 

Article 14- In the course of scientific or commercial drilling operations, what is 

discovered in one place and one season, if discovered directly by the government, 

belongs entirely to the government, and if another has been discovered, the government 

can select up to ten objects of historical and industrial status. Possess the other half of it 

free of charge to the discoverer and confiscate the other half. And the government can 

take over everything. 

Note: The meaning of a season is a practical period that does not last more than one 

year.  

Article 15- Objects discovered as a result of scientific excavation What is the share of 

the government must be confiscated in government collections and museums and their 

sale is not allowed and what is the share of the discoverer belongs to him. Objects 

obtained from commercial excavation. He himself owns what is available to the 

museum, confiscates it, and transfers the rest in any way he deems appropriate. The sale 

of this property will be auctioned off by the government.  

Article 16- Violators of Article (10) and those who dig without the permission and 

information of the government, even if it is in their own property, and those who 
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smuggle national property out of the country will be fined twenty tomans to two 

thousand tomans and objects will be fined. Discoveries are also confiscated by the 

government. Excavation of lands and similar operations will not be punishable if the 

intention is not to discover antiquities. 

Article 17- Those who wish to acquire the trade of antiques must obtain the permission 

of the government of education, as well as their removal from the country with the 

permission of the government, and if someone tries to remove the items in the list of 

national monuments without the permission of the government. The said confiscation 

shall be confiscated in respect of the objects discovered in accordance with Art icles (10 

and 14) of this Law. 

Article 18- Items that are national works Whenever they want to apply for a license, the 

government has the right to refuse to issue a permit and to buy it at the price stated in 

the application for a license, and if the owner refuses to sell at the stated price. The 

issuance permit will not be issued and whenever the issuance permit is issued, the right 

of issuance will be equal to one hundred and fifth of its fair price to the calendar of the 

government official The export right mentioned in this article is different from the 

customs law, which is derived from these objects according to the customs tariff. Is 

exempt. 

Article 19- A special regulation will be prepared to determine the conditions of trade in 

antiques and also to implement all the provisions of this law and will be approved by 

the Cabinet. 

Article 20- Permits issued for drilling so far are invalid if they do not comply with this 

law.  

This law, which consists of twenty articles, was approved by the National Assembly in 

the twelfth session of the month of Aban (November), one thousand three hundred and 

nine solar years (1930 A. D.). [WEB_3] 

2-3-2- Iranian Cultural Heritage Laws Approved at 1988  

Law on the Statute of the Cultural Heritage Organization  

Article 1 - Definition 

"Cultural Heritage" includes remnants of the past that represent human movement along 

It is history and by identifying it, it is possible to know his identity and cultural 

movement and in this way, the grounds for learning are provided for human beings.  
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Cultural Heritage Organization of the country, which is based on the law approved in 

1364.11.10 (1988 A. D.) and from This is called the organization in this statute. 

Article 2 - Purpose. 

Learning from the cultural movement of human beings and the survival and prosper ity 

of the identity and cultural personality of the society.  

Article 3 - Duties of the organization. 

Duties of the organization in the field of cultural heritage, which includes research, 

supervision, preservation, restoration and introduction Is as follows: 

1- Preparing, organizing and executing research programs on the relics of the past.  

2- Examining and identifying sites, hills, buildings and historical collections and 

preparing a list Comprehensive of them and the archeological map of the country.  

3- Carrying out archeological researches and scientific excavations.  

4- Ethnographic studies, anthropological research, biological anthropology and cultural 

cognition Native to different regions of the country.  

5- Research in the field of traditional arts and provide the necessary facilities for 

preservation, revival and growth They. 

6- Registration of valuable movable and immovable cultural-historical works of the 

country in the list of national works and Related Lists. 

7- Exclusive performance of all legal matters related to cultural heritage and filing 

criminal lawsuits against Violators of the laws governing the cultural heritage of the 

country as a plaintiff or, as the case may be, a plaintiff Private. 

8- Necessary measures to identify and return Iranian cultural property at the national 

level and Internationally through relevant authorities.  

9- Identifying and taking possession of all property that has cultural-historical values 

It is part of the cultural heritage and has been recorded by the responsible agencies. 

Note - All courts, customs, law enforcement, and government agencies such as  

In some way, they confiscate the property, are obliged to provide the property that  

Has cultural-historical value to the Cultural Heritage Organization.  

10- Preparation and implementation of necessary plans for the protection, preservation, 

repair, restoration, and restoration of works, Valuable cultural-historical buildings and 

collections. 
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11- Commenting on all comprehensive and detailed development plans in relation to  

cultural areas and Historical and final agreement on valuable historical sites, textures, 

and cultural sites Mentioned cases and prevent any destruction of them.  

12- Determining the privacy of registered buildings, complexes, sites, and historical 

hills, and special rules Architecture and interior design. 

13- Introducing valuable cultural-historical works through museums, exhibitions, and 

the like. 

14- Establishing, developing, and managing museums in the country.  

15- Establishment of the Cultural Heritage Documentation Center of the country (such 

as a collection of scientific reports, Maps and photos of buildings, etc.) to provide 

scientific and research services in this field.  

16- Introducing and introducing the values of cultural heritage at the national and 

international level by Publishing a collection of studies and researches done and using 

audio-visual means and social communication. 

17- Compiling, compiling, and publishing an encyclopedia of historical monuments and 

buildings of Iran. 

18- Development of research activities in various fields of cultural heritage and 

encouragement of researchers, Artists and craftsmen. 

19- Organizing and implementing training programs to prepare efficient personnel in 

the field Related to cultural heritage in coordination with relevant agencies.  

20- Encourage people to participate in activities related to the identification, 

preservation, and restoration of heritage Cultural and its monitoring. 

21- Establishment and expansion of cultural heritage associations in the country. 

Note: The manner of establishment and the limits, duties, and powers of these 

associations are determined by the council of the organization Will. 

22- Establishing scientific and cultural relations and exchanges with relevant 

institutions and institutions at the level National and International, especially Islamic 

countries and regions and holding congresses and seminars Required courses. 

23- Cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance in the field of Iran 

tourism. 

24- Providing consulting, research, technical and educational services, selling cultural 

products, receiving entrance to buildings, grounds, museums and exhibitions and 
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acceptance of gifts and donations and the like. Entrance to buildings, grounds, 

museums, and exhibitions and acceptance of gifts and donations and the like. [WEB_4] 

2-4- Results of Chapter 2 

It should be noted that a building in the early years after construction usually also needs 

repairs, and such measures are considered initial protection measures, which over time, 

the restoration measures become more delicate and difficult, and more complex. In 

other words, protective measures that are performed after, say, a century after the 

construction of the monuments are very different from the initial protective measures. 

Today, some of these monuments and historic district are global and are no longer 

limited to the region and the community around them. Due to the importance of such 

buildings, they are covered by the World Organization and are regularly monitored. It is 

obvious that due to the importance of these valuable buildings, their protection and 

restoration is a very technical and sensitive matter, and the protection group is obliged 

to implement the laws and regulations approved by the country and the world.  

According to the studies that were conducted, the protection laws of historical buildings 

and collections and urban spaces were proposed in Iran at the beginning of the 20th 

century at the same time as countries such as France, England, and Italy, and they 

implemented it by passing the protection laws. The issue caused many historical 

buildings and sites to be protected from destruction and passed on to future generations.  

Since historical spaces belong to the whole of humanity and are not specific to a city or 

a country, therefore in conservation plans, it is necessary to study the background of 

conservation and restoration laws in the world and the charters of international 

institutions such as ICOMOS, and by knowing the details of these laws, prepare 

proposed restoration and protection plans. In order for the proposed plans to be 

applicable, the items of the plan should be adapted to the existing local and traditional 

protection laws. 
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Chapter 3. 

TABRIZ CITY DURING THE HISTORY  

(PLANNING AND FORMATION) 

 

3-1- Natural Geography of Tabriz  

     Tabriz is one of the 31 provinces of 

Iran. It is located in Iranian Azerbaijan. 

Tabriz is the capital of East Azerbaijan. 

Bordering Armenia, the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, Ardabil Province, West 

Azerbaijan Province, and Zanjan Province.  

The province covers an area of 

approximately 47,830 km², it has a 

population of around four million people. 

The province has common borders with the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Autonomous Nakhchivan in the north, West 

Azerbaijan in the west, Zanjan in the south, and Ardabil in the east. A fine network of 

roads and railways connects East Azerbaijan to other parts of Iran and neighboring 

countries. 

Tabriz is a city in northwestern Iran, serving as the capital of East Azerbaijan Province. 

It is the fifth-most-populous city in Iran. In the Quru River valley in Iran's historic 

Azerbaijan region. between long ridges of volcanic cones in the Sahand and Eynali 

mountains, Tabriz's elevation ranges between 1,350 and 1,600 meters (4,430 and 5,250 

ft) above sea level. The valley opens up into a plain that gently slopes down to the 

Fig 3.1.1. Location of East Azerbaijan province 

on the map of Iran (Ref: Author) 
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eastern shores of Lake Urmia, 60 kilometers (37 miles) to the west. With cold winters 

and temperate summers, Tabriz is considered a summer resort. It was named World 

Carpet Weaving City by the World Crafts Council in October 2015, and Exemplary 

Tourist City of 2018 by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.  

With a population of over 1.7 million (2016), Tabriz is the largest economic hub and 

metropolitan area in northwest Iran. The population is overwhelmingly Azerbaijani who 

speak the Azerbaijani language, though Persian is spoken by residents as a second 

language. Tabriz is a major heavy industries hub for automobiles, machine tools, 

refineries, petrochemicals, textiles, and cement production industries.The city is famous 

for its handicrafts, including hand-woven rugs and jewelry. Local confectionery, 

chocolate, dried nuts, and traditional Tabrizi food are recognized throughout Iran as 

some of the best. Tabriz is also an academic hub and a site for some of the most 

prestigious cultural institutes in Northwest Iran.  

Historical studies of seismography show that Tabriz is one of the most fertile areas of 

Iran. This area has been active since 634 BC. Authors and historians of events have 

recorded several events in the city of Tabriz. According to these writings, the city of 

Tabriz has been destroyed several times by numerous earthquakes. (Zoka, 1989) 

3-2- Religious, Language and Culture  

The majority of the people of Tabriz are Muslims and most of them follow the Shiite 

religion of the Twelve Imams. However, a minority of Armenian Christians, Assyrians, 

Zoroastrians, other Christians, and Kalimi, also live in this city.  

The language of the people of Tabriz is known as Azerbaijani Turkish, Azeri Turkish, 

Azerbaijani and Azeri. Also in the book "Hadayiqah al-Siyaha", Zina al-Abedin 

Shirvani (contemporary of Fath Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah) confirms that the 

residents of Tabriz speak this language. Before the arrival of Turkish in the region, the 

people of Tabriz spoke Azeri, which was common in Azerbaijan until about the 

eleventh century AH. Azeri language is one of the Iranian languages and is close to the 

dialects of the southern Caspian Sea and Tati. Mas'udi, who visited Tabriz in 314 AH, 

mentioned Pahlavi, Dari, and Azeri among the common languages in this city. Yaqut 

Hamavi refers to Abu Zakaria Tabrizi (a student of the Egyptian Abu al-Alai) who 

spoke a local Iranian dialect.  
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Many celebrities have emerged from this city in terms of poetry, literature, art, 

calligraphy, history, politics, jurisprudence, interpretation, and philosophy. Among the 

celebrities who have been born in Tabriz up to the present time, we can mention 

Nizamuddin Tabrizi, the eighth-century Shafi'i jurist, Qatran Tabrizi, the fifth-century 

Persian poet, Khatib Tabrizi, the scholar of Arabic literature, and the author of the epic 

divan in the fifth and early sixth centuries, Tajed al-Din Tabrizi Eighth, Mullah Qasim 

Anwar, mystic and poet of the ninth century, Mullah Rajabali Tabrizi, sage and mystic 

of the eleventh century, Badi'at al-Zaman Tabrizi, calligrapher and poet of the eleventh 

century, Seyyed Mohammad Hussein Tabatabai, commentator and philosopher, Sheikh 

Abdul Hussein Amini, author of the book Al-Ghadir The historian Ahmad Kasravi, the 

mathematician Mohsen Hashtroudi, the writer Iranshahr Hossein Kazemzadeh and the 

contemporary poet Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Shahriyar mentioned. One of the style 

of painting in Iran called "Tabriz Style" was formed in Tabriz during the 

Ilkhanid, Jalayrian, Turkoman Qaraqoyunlu, Aghqoyunlu, and Safavid periods. 

3-3- Tabriz City at Historic Eras 

Tabriz, the center of Azerbaijan's historical region and the fourth big city of Iran has an 

important historical bazaar. Although this city has always been one of the most 

important cities of Iran and has been registered as the capital of Iran. The oldest name, 

which can be attributed to the present place of Tabriz, is “Tavri”. The 2nd Sargon 

mentioned the conquest of a castle called Tavri after passing Oshkuia (today‟s Oskou) 

(Vladimir Minorski mentioned this in his book “The History of Tabriz”). 

Tabriz Before Islam (Ancient Site in Tabriz) 

Yaniq is the name of an almost circular hill with an area of eight hectares and a height 

of 16.5 meters above the surrounding land, which is located east of Lake Urmia, 30 km 

southwest of Tabriz. The cultural sequence and settlement in the area from the New 

Neolithic period coincide with Hassanlu (Haji Firooz period, ie the sixth millennium 

BC) to the second half of the first millennium BC. 

Excavations in the vicinity of Kaboud Mosque in 1999, we find another citation of the 

civilization and antiquity of the city of Tabriz: In the findings of this site, which 

includes several tombs containing healthy objects and pottery that at the beginning is 

thought It dates back to the ninth century BC. (With the excavations in 2000, this 
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assumption was rejected and the history of the place reached at least 3500 years "1500 

BC") and all the evidence obtained confirmed the belonging of these tombs to the 

civilization called gray pottery. 1) In the excavation stratigraphy of this ancient region, 

the existence of thirteen historical periods, including the Iron Age one to three and the 

establishment of Achaemenid civilization until the advent of Islam and after it has been 

well observed (Nobari, 1999) that today this place is called The museum site (Iron Age 

II Cemetery Museum) has been displayed for public viewing with a new innovation of 

the museum type. 

Tabriz After Islam Period 

Immigrant Arabs after the conquest of Azerbaijan and consequently Tabriz migrated to 

all parts of this fertile region and settled and took control of these areas has been.  

It is said that Yazid transferred the Yemenis from Basra to Azerbaijan, including Rawad 

ibn Muthanna, and established him in Tabriz. "Amatriz, Rawad Azadi and then Wajna 

ibn Rawad entered this city and Jana and his brothers built a building there. He built a 

fence in the city and his companions built a house in that city." (Belazeri, 1967) The 

Ravadians also ruled in the city of Tabriz for more than a hundred years, because in the 

event of the earthquake of 244 AH, the city was destroyed and Alaban Ahmad Azdi 

rebuilt the city. 

Seljuk’s in Tabriz 

In the first decade of the fifth century AH, the arrival of Gaza in Azerbaijan and Tabriz 

caused chaos in society and the city and disrupted the normal course of people's lives. In 

the same Tabriz, suffering from a powerful and independent government, the Seljuks, a 

group of Turks, after the victory over the claimants to the monarchy in Iran, had the 

largest empire of Iran after Islam and dominated their power after the conquest. They 

also spread Ghaz to the Turks in Tabriz. Before the Seljuks, Tabriz had become a sad 

and soulless city due to the turmoil caused by the arrival of Gaza in the city and the 

earthquake of 434 AH. But in the time of the Seljuks, relative calm reigned in the city.  

Yaghoot Hamavi, who visited Tabriz in the early seventh century, writes: "The 

buildings of that city are made of red brick and plaster and are very solid. (Zoka, 

1989)  
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Mongols in Tabriz (Ilkhanid Dynasty) 

According to the remaining works and evidence and by examining the written history, 

we see the peak of power in terms of government and the physical structure of the city 

and the economic and political situation, etc. in this historical period in the city of 

Tabriz. After the conquest of Baghdad in 654 AH, Holako went to Azerbaijan and 

settled in the city of Maragheh, until during the reign of Abaqa Khan (680-680 AH), the 

head of the Ikhanid dynasty, Tabriz was chosen as the capital.  

After Abaqa Khan, his son Ahmad Takudar and after him, Arghun (683-690 AH) came 

to power. Arghun built a new city in 689 AH, at the end of his reign, in an area outside 

of Tabriz and in the west of its fence in a plain which was called Sham or Sham in the 

local language due to its vast grasslands. It was Shanb, which became Meem with the 

merger of Noon Sakhan and the letter B). During this period, Tabriz enjoyed special 

prosperity of trade, and Gikhato Khan ordered the issuance of paper money (Chao) 

to facilitate commercial transactions. The famous Venetian traveler Marco Polo, who 

visited Tabriz on his return trip from the court of the Qa tribe in 694 AH, describes the 

city of Tabriz in his travelogue as follows: There are many strong cities and castles in 

this state, but this city is the most populous and prosperous of all. The main occupation 

of its inhabitants is trade and factory-making. The city is so good that merchants 

from all over India, Baghdad, Mosul, and Hormoz come here to buy and sell, and 

the best gemstones and high-quality pearls can be found in this city. They seem to 

get rich and wealthy quickly, but the people of the city are generally poor. The 

population of the city is composed of Nestorians, Jacobites, Armenians, Georgians, 

Persians, and Muslims, but Muslims are in the majority, each speaking their own 

language. Muslims have been able to convert many Tatars to their religion, and around 

the city, there are lush gardens that produce From fruits." (Polo, 1971) 

Tabriz in Qara Qoyunlu (Turkomans era.)  

The Qaraquyunlus were a tribe of Qaraqoyunlus Turkomans who, in 809 AH, obeyed 

Qarayusuf (Qara Yusuf, son of Qara Muhammad Tormash, son of Biram Khajeh 

Turkmen, fought many times with Timur's troops, and then fled to Yaldir with Yazid, 

himself to Egypt. The Sultan of Egypt imprisoned him at the suggestion of Timur, but 

after receiving the news of Timur's murder, he was released and gathered his scattered 

cavalry, and returned to his homeland and tribe. (Minorski, 1958) Tabriz had gained 
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dominance, defeated the Aras River, and established the Qaraquyunlu dynasty in 

Tabriz. The important building that Jahanshah had erected in Tabriz is the Blue 

Mosque. Finally, Jahanshah was taken by surprise and killed in Armenia in 872 AH 

during the war with Hassan Aq Quyunlu in the oasis, and the Qara Quyunlu dynasty 

disintegrated with his death. 

Tabriz in Ak Qoyunlu (Turkomans era.)  

During the reign of Uzun Hassan, the power and greatness of Tabriz were increasing 

day by day, and because the Ottoman government was very strong during this period, 

European states became strong allies to be able to compete with the Ottoman 

government. For this purpose, envoys were sent to the court of Uzun Hassan. Uzun 

Hassan, like Jahanshah Qaraquyunlu and other kings, undertakes a series of 

architectural and urban planning activities to show his authority and also to place 

a memorial of himself for the later period. Including the mosque and Hassan 

Padishah Meidan (Square), which was the background for the design of Naghsh-e-

Jahan Meidan (Square) in Isfahan. After Uzun, his son Yaqub came to power and 

ruled peacefully from 883 to 896 AH. He loved poetry, culture, and art and because of 

his taste and interest in this matter, he supported writers and poets a lot. In 888 AH, 

Yaqub ordered the construction of a palace called Hasht Behesht in the garden of Saheb 

Abad, north of Mehran River. Next to this palace, a large square, a mosque, a hospital, 

and a royal harem were built. After the death of Sultan Yaqub in 896 to 906 AH, several 

people came to power, the last of whom was Alvand Mirza, who was defeated in a 

battle with Shah Ismail Safavid, and thus the Aq Quyunlu dynasty handed over power to 

the Safavids. Shah Ismail After defeating Alvand Mirza and capturing the city of Tabriz 

in 906 AH, he resorted to violence. At this time, when two-thirds of the people of 

Tabriz were Sunnis (about two hundred to three hundred thousand people), they were 

forced to accept the Shiite religion by the order of Shah Ismail, and those who refused 

to do so were subjected to violence and harshness." (Beig Monshi, 2003) 

Tabriz in Safavid Dynasty 

In 907 AH, Shah Ismail was crowned in Hasht Beheshti Palace built by Sultan Yaqub, 

and read a sermon in the name of the Shia Twelve Imams. During this period, no special 

and landmark building was formed in Tabriz, and Tabriz did not develop much, and due 
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to the fact that Shah Ismail spent most of his time in war and conflict, he could not 

create a landmark work. But Sahib Abad Square still maintained its political and social 

status and was the place of gathering and deployment of military and ordinary people as 

in the past. The Venetian merchant writes that he saw Shah Ismail in the vicinity of 

Sahib-Abad Square in Tabriz while 3,000 spectators had gathered in Sahib Abad 

Square. In the entrance part of this garden, which should probably be from the north 

side, there was a large palace and a spacious hall where food was prepared for the 

nobles, but Shah Ismail goes to Hasht Behesht Palace to eat (Omrani and Aminiyan, 

2007). Due to the proximity of Tabriz to the Ottoman territory and the numerous 

Ottoman campaigns to capture this city, Shah Tahmasb and the heads of government 

came to the conclusion that it was better to move the capital from Tabriz to another city 

in case of possible Ottoman attacks, which is the largest empire. Tabriz was 

administered by the Ottoman government for a short period during the rule of 

Shah Ismail and Shah Tahmasab Safavid. These campaigns were carried out in 

1522, 1535, 1548, and the last time in 1586 by Sultan Murad III. Ottoman Minister.  

At that time, they formed a safe haven, and thus Qazvin was chosen as the capital, and 

Tabriz was never chosen as the official capital of Iran.  

Tabriz in Qajar Period  

Tabriz was the crown prince during the Qajar period. Mohammad Hassan Khan Qajar 

conquered it in 1170 AH. During the reign of Karim Khan Najafgholi Khan Bigler 

Beigi, who was from the Danbali clan, became the ruler of Tabriz and Ahmad Khan 

Danbali (Bigler Beigi) became the ruler of Khoy. During this period, many major 

works were done in Tabriz. Including the magnificent Qapo mansion (Shams al-

Amara) and the construction of the famous Najafgholi Khani fort around Tabriz after 

the earthquake of 1193 AH on the last night of 1193 AH or in other words on the first 

day of 1194 AH the famous and devastating earthquake of Tabriz. That destroys the 

whole city. 

Najafgholi Khan Danbali fort had nine gates , which were: street gate, high door or 

Baghmisheh gate, red door, Shtarban door, Istanbul door, cold door (Gajil), Mahad 

Mahin door, Nobarkeh door, later Vijoyeh door was added to it. The design of the gates, 

two of which are still standing (the street door is still standing and only the towers are 

removed along the colored bazaar and the door is always half- ruined and only the stone 
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pedestals are standing) was such that it included an arch. It was made of stone with two 

minarets covered with patterned blue tiles and inscribed, and in front of each gate on a 

piece of marble, with a hanging Nastaliq line, verses were carved prominently. On each 

side of the inscriptions was a relief of a lion, with a necklace tied around his son's feet. 

The political, communication and economic importance of Tabriz was such that Fath 

Ali Shah Qajar decided to hand over the government to Abbas Mirzai, the crown prince, 

and in fact, from that date on, Tabriz became the crown prince city during the Qajar 

period. 

Tabriz in Pahlavi Period  

During the reign of Reza Khan in Tabriz, like most cities in Iran, the modern urban 

planning system began to take shape, the first example of which was the construction of 

wide streets, which in fact was due to the arrival of cars to Iran from abroad. The 

arrival of cars and the dominance of rapid movement in the city and the expansion 

of communication in economic and social relations introduce the street with new 

concepts and in accordance with what we know in European urban planning to 

Iranian cities and of course to Tabriz urban planning.  What is certain is that the 

importance of communication and the arrival of cars, which was inevitable, could not be 

associated with the construction of the street. One-sided approach and condemnation of 

the street as a new urban organ can, in general, lead the issue astray. The spatiality of 

the city, its physical cohesion, the hierarchy of spaces and functions, and the 

neighborhood system take place. And most importantly, the street, without paying 

attention to the need for logical, fast, and fresh communication of the elements, organs, 

and constructs of the city. From the early 1340s, with the improvement of the situation 

in the country and the sale of oil, many changes began to take shape in relation to the 

issue of urban planning. The formation of the Ministry of Housing Development, 

followed by the formation of the Supreme Council of Urban Development and the 

approval of comprehensive urban plans and plans, and consequently detailed plans, 

ultimately caused a heavier burden on the shoulders of historical contexts and the cost 

of modernizing cities. Paid attention to the historical parts of the city because day by 

day, due to the interest of the officials in the modern parts of the city, we are witnessing 

a kind of lack of love for the historical contexts of the country.  
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Fig. 3.3.1. Historical Timeline of Tabriz. (Ref: Author) 
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Fig. 3.4.1. Laleh Park Commercial, Leisure, and Residential Complex (Ref: WEB_19) 

3-4- Architectural Actions in Tabriz Today 

Tabriz is one of the big cities in Iran. Due to its commercial importance, the city of 

Tabriz has caused economic growth and population growth by building industrial and 

commercial towns around the city. 

In different areas of the city, the construction of new arcades and malls has boosted 

business by attracting customers from nearby cities. One of the most influential of them 

is Laleh Park Commercial, Leisure, and Residential Complex. This complex opened in 

2013 with a total area of 42,939 m2. (Fig. 3.4.1) The construction of such large 

properties is without demographic and statistical study it can be a threat to the 

commercial sector of the city center and the old Bazaar of Tabriz. 

 

 

3-4-1- Structures Built in The Environs of Protected Areas  

The protected area of Tabriz city actually includes its historical part. A separate 

municipality with cultural-historical expertise has been considered for this urban 

area. The urban rules of this area are in accordance with the protection laws of historical 

areas. Also, in the cultural heritage department of the province, there is a separate 

section as the base of the historical city of Tabriz. The specialty of this government 

department is comprehensive research and investigation and supervision of the 

executive affairs of the historical context of the city. This system shows the awareness 

of the city officials regarding the importance they give to the historical context of the 
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Fig. 3.4.2.1-2 Destruction of Historical Buildings and Construction of a Commercial 

Complex Instead, (Sahib-ul-Amr commercial complex) (Ref: Author) 

city. Therefore, if the rules are implemented correctly by the responsible administrative 

departments, it will leave behind a proper protection system.  

3-4-2- Restoration of Historical Monuments  

Positive restoration and conservation activities have been carried out in the historical 

context of Tabriz City. Including restoration and revival of old houses by defining a 

new function for them. Restoration of the wall's facade of old streets such as Tarbiat 

Street. Defining the historical-cultural axis of the city and determining the special rules 

for the protection of the historical building in it.  

But a critical view of the urban regeneration that has been done in the form of 

renovation in the center of the historical city of Tabriz; One of them is the large 

constitutional bazaar, which was implemented in the western part of the historical 

bazaar. which started with the destruction of the historical residential structure and a 

large commercial space has been built instead. It has no harmony with the historical 

Bazaar, and in terms of improper use of materials, it is visually and visually abnormal. 

(Fig.3.4.2.3) The second case is the Sahib-ul-Amr commercial complex; which is  
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Fig. 3.4.2.3  Destruction of historical district and 

construction of a commercial complex instead, 

(Bazaar-e Mashruteh) (Ref: WEB_20) 

located in the northern part of the Tabriz Bazaar complex. This commercial complex 

was constructed by demolishing old one-story shops to build a commercial arcade.  

(Fig.3.4.2.1-2) Both in terms of the architectural form and in terms of the choice of 

materials for facade construction, it is not in harmony with the surrounding historical 

environment, and after years of its construction, most of its commercial units are still 

empty, which indicates the failure of the project. Another case of the implemented 

revival is the Atiq project, in order to revive the old route of the Silk Road in Tabriz, a 

plan called the Atiq Road was prepared and the project was implemented in order to 

revive the old road route. The plan has advantages and disadvantages, which need to be 

fully reviewed and criticized in order to make a correct opinion about it. For a general 

familiarity with the design, When 

preparing an urban regeneration plan in 

historical contexts, one should be more 

sensitive to all issues including 

sociology, and how to respond to the 

residents of the neighborhood after the 

implementation of the plan and to 

practical act after investigating its 

results. Otherwise, it will leave 

irreparable results in historic district 

destruction. 

3-5- Attitudes to the Urban Master Plan from the Past to the Present 

Due to the importance of the city of Tabriz, its urban development has been based on a 

comprehensive plan since the past. One of the old master plans of Tabriz was prepared 

in 1970. In this plan, commercial areas have been identified and the location of the 

development of commercial and industrial areas in the city has been predicted according 

to the existing potentials. All these decisions are designed and prepared based on urban 

studies of the current situation. (Fig. 3.5.1) Another comprehensive plan dedicated to 

the historical part of the city was approved in 2009. (Fig. 3.5.2) This comprehensive 

plan has been specially designed and prepared considering the importance of the 

historical part of the city and its historically valuable buildings with determining the 

privacy and regulation of each building. It's still being implemented. 
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Fig. 3. 5. 2. The Master Plan of History District of Tabriz - 2009 (Ref: THBCB) 

Fig. 3. 5. 1. The Master Plan of Tabriz - 1970 (Ref: Moghtader, 1971) 
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3-6- Results of Chapter 3 

The contemporary history of Iran cannot be written without Tabriz. In the history of 

Iran after Islam until today, Tabriz has always been one of the main and most decisive 

cities. For a long time, it was the capital of a vast empire, it always remained the center 

of Azerbaijan and its powerful rulers made it their throne. Tabriz is a city with 

numerous earthquakes, and its place and time are such that before the contemporary era, 

its occupation was considered as the domination of a large area of northwestern Iran, 

and with it, wars, escapes, looting, fires and It has gone through a lot of destruction and 

has been brought to complete destruction many times. However, as history has shown, it 

has always been bigger and more prosperous and has maintained its position as the 

center and largest city of Azerbaijan and northwestern Iran. What we now have from 

Tabriz with all its historical backgrounds are historical monuments, many writings and 

documents that describe the signs of historical buildings and spaces, and the old texture 

with valuable houses that have created a pleasant historical environment. Some 

historical spaces and squares can be rebuilt and in connection with the city bazaar, the 

main monument of the past, and the valuable houses, passages, and squares that 

surround it, try to revive the values hidden in the body of the city.  

The studies and reviews that have been carried out in this chapter have shown the 

importance and validity of Tabriz City in different historical periods. This importance 

continues to this day.  

The main reason why the city is important; is its geographical and strategic location and 

second; Being always active is the business of the city. This has caused the city to be 

rebuilt in the shortest possible time after being destroyed by any calamity such as 

frequent earthquakes and large fires.  

The active commercial sector of the city, in the first place, the historical Bazaar of the 

city and in the second place, the establishment of large economic areas in the city, has 

caused the growth and development of Tabriz city.  

The designation of the city's historic region as a cultural-historical municipality shows 

the intellectual growth of the city officials in matters of protection and valuing the 

historical context. The supervision of the experts of Tabriz's historical city based on the 

executive affairs of the city played an important role in preventing the destruction of 

historical buildings. 
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Chapter 4. 

CASE STUDY ZONE (THE NORTHERN PART OF 

TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR) 

 

 

4-1- THE HISTORY OF TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR  

    The Tabriz Historic Bazaar Complex is embodied with the largest integrated, covered 

brick structure and is the great economical-social system. Due to its strategic setting 

along the silk road, it has had a strong interaction with other cultures in the world, from 

antiquity until the present. Tabriz bazaar has affected economic, cultural, and political 

movements in Iran and has been a prototype for Persian urban planning. Tabriz Historic 

Bazaar Complex is one of the most important international commercial centers on the 

path of the Silk Road. Due to the location of this complex, it has been considered one of 

the largest and most important commercial centers of the West and East for many 

centuries. The Silk Road‟s most important lifeline has been the trade caravan's route 

from West to East and vice versa. It has spread from China and beyond to Tabriz and 

has turned the city into a main commercial hub. The old city of Tabriz had many gates, 

which connected the city to other important cities while showing the wide-ranging 

communications within the city. Silk Road trade has been established throughout 

Tabriz. The connections extend from beyond Caucasia to Arab countries and include 

other areas such as the Middle East, Africa, Istanbul, and many European countries. The 

Silk Road route was the most important connection way between Mesopotamia and  
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China throughout the ancient world and 

connected eastern and western nations for 

4000 years. It was a way for exchanging 

thoughts and religions while exchanging 

goods (especially silk). Studying the route of 

the Silk Road shows that cities on the Silk 

Road became more popular and had a higher 

tendency for commercial prosperity. The Silk 

Road's route in Persia was divided into two 

routes. After Rey, which the secondary route 

passed through Tabriz, but in this period of 

history, due to various reasons, this route was 

turned into the most important road in Persia 

and it was the main factor for Tabriz 

commercial prosperity.        

These wide communications and interactions 

of the East and West are the central factor of 

traditional long living of Tabriz Historic 

Bazaar Complex for many centuries, and it 

allows the bazaar of Tabriz to show off in the 

world's Bazaars as the largest trade-cultural 

center, with the widest covered architectural 

body, the most miscellaneous architectural 

areas, and the most sustainable social-

economical structure. Due to the commercial 

prosperity and traditional long- living Tabriz 

bazaar, its primary setting has been 

immovable during history, even after various 

horrible earthquakes. It has been the center 

of exchanging popular goods, such as Tabriz 

carpets, leather goods, and dried fruits, 

whose production and distribution cycles 

Fig. 4.1.2. The Situation of Tabriz Bazaar in 

the Safavid Period, Expansion of the Bazaar 

to the North East Gates (Ref: The Persian Bazaar) 

Fig. 4.1.1. The Situation of Tabriz Bazaar 

in the Seljuk Period (Ref: The Persian Bazaar)  

Fig. 4.1.3. Expansion of Tabriz Bazaar and 

its Bazaarche (Arcade/Small Bazaar) in the 

Qajar period (Ref: The Persian Bazaar) 
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occur totally within the bazaar, in such a manner that tourists have been surprised, and 

now it is still alive and active. Identifying historical, traditional, and cultural values of 

Tabriz bazaar as one of the best alive and active terminals of Silk Road and keep ing it, 

will help increasingly to survive and recreate the overlooked traditions of the most 

important road, which join west to east in the ancient world.  

4-1-1- Meaning of “BAZAAR” Word  

"Bazaar" is a Persian word used extensively in various texts. A Bazaar in Middle 

Persian is said: “Wazar”. “Wazar”; is used with combinations such as Vazarg (bazaari 

([بازاری]  / Vazargan (merchant[بازرگان])/ Vazarganiyeh(Bazargani [بازرگانی])/Vazarbod 

(head of the bazaar and Malik al-Tojjar), and “Zar” in Dari Persian means Trading Place 

(Haghparast and Esmaeili, 2018). Bazaar in contemporary Persian has various 

meanings, such as: 

 1) The place of trade and gathering of traders, which consists of two groups of shops 

facing each other. 

2) Credit, value, price, and prosperity.  

3) Merchandise and goods.  

In modern economic terms, the market is defined as specific regions in the hands of 

particular individuals who trade individually or in groups, depending on their profession 

and the supply and demand in society. In political economy, the word market is used in 

proportion to the usage and the subject of the speaker's intention, such as the oil market, 

the carpet market, and so on. In a geographical economy, it is also determined according 

to the region and the meaning of the market, such as the global market, the common 

market and so on. Citadels, walls, fortifications, and temples are common in ancient 

cities. However, the Bazaar or Souk complex, one of the most outstanding achievements 

of the Islamic civilization, had no counterpart in the ancient Orient, ancient Greece, 

Rome, or medieval Europe. Rasta Bazaar (the Alley in Bazaar) is the main passing 

space in the Bazaar as a circulation way. The structure of a Rasta consists of shops 

arranged on two sides; sometimes it has an open top or is covered with a vault. The 

structure can also be built as a part of a complex architectural building (Hasol, 1995, 

Özdeş, 1998). In the other definition of Sözen and Tanyeli (1986), an “arasta” is a 

structure with an open or covered top in Ottoman architecture, where a series of shops is 

located on an axis, sometimes side by side or sometimes on opposite sides (Kuban, 
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1968). The “Bazaar” word is derived from the root of the Persian term “Chahar (4) + 

Sug,” which means “4 ways.” The Bazaar structures are described as areas with open or 

covered tops, surrounded by shops on both sides, suitable for shopping (Özdeş 1998). 

However, a Bazaar can also be defined as a region with a Bedesten (traditional covered 

bazaars selling valuable goods) in the center surrounded by shops of various groups of 

tradesmen, workshops, inn, hammam, soup kitchen, mosque, and  hospital (İnalcık, 

1997). The Hans (Caravanserais), Bedesten (traditionally covered Bazaars selling  

valuable goods), arastas (sections of the Bazaar occupied by particular types of 

artisans), and rows of shops and warehouses form a dense urban fabric in the center 

(Kubat, 2009, 33). According to the descriptions, the market is a business-oriented area 

that responds to the social and economic needs of the city's people and its surroundings 

and mainly includes public and commercial functions (Kejanlı, 2010; Dumont & 

Georgeon, 1999; Faroqhi, 2000). Factors such as a castle or city walls on the trade route 

and proximity to social and cultural areas in the city were important during positioning. 

Seljuk and later Ottoman period Bazaars were located in certain parts of the cities, 

shaped by the influence of traditional Turkish and Islamic urban culture (Kejanlı, 2010, 

289). 

 

  

Fig. 4.1.1.1. District Masses Adjacent to Tabriz Bazaar and Communicat ion Paths  

(Ref: The Persian Bazaar) 

 



41 

4-1-2- Tabriz Grand Bazaar in History Documents and Evidence  

Case study zone about 500 years ago in Miniature of  Nasuh Matragchi, 1537-1538 

A.D. Coincides with the  Safavid Dynasty, Which is the oldest existing pictorial 

document of Tabriz. The book of Bayan-e-Manazel, in which the miniatures of Sultan 

Suleiman Kanuni's military campaign are drawn, is a part of Suleiman Nameh. 

Mataragchi was personally present in the battles and drew these miniatures himself and 

tried to make these designs close to reality. The pictures of the Bayan-e-Manazel are on 

the route of movement from Istanbul to Tabriz and Baghdad and vice versa. The 

painter's point of view is from the side of the city (Gate of Istanbul). The spaces that are 

part of the area of the research are numbered.  

1) The New Government Building Complex (government during the rule of the Qara 

Qoyunlu and Ak Qoyunlu and the early Safavid period). 

2) Nasriya Complex (Hasan Padishah Mosque, Hospital, Tomb, … ).                                                                                               

3) Collection of government palaces and buildings (Dome of King Hassan, Palace of the 

Eight Heavens of Sultan Yaqub, Palace and entrance of government palaces (Aali 

Qapo), Remains of Saheb Abad Garden, Pool, Harem Serai). 

4) Meydan / Mehran River.     5) Grand Bazaar. 

Fig 4.1.2.1. Miniature o f Tabriz by Nasuh Matragchi, 1537-1538 A.D. (Ref: Tehrani et al. 1999) 

 

1 

2 
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The Gravure of Tabriz, Chardin Travelogue, 1673-1677 A.D. Case study zone about 

350 years ago. Chardin traveled to Tabriz in 1082 AH during the sultanate of Shah 

Suleiman and when Mirza Mohammad Ibrahim was the minister of Azerbaijan in the 

palace of Shah Suleiman. Chardin, while presenting a general plan of Tabriz, introduces 

it as a thriving city with a lot of commerce and its central Meidan is bigger than Isfahan 

Meidan: Tabriz Meidan is the biggest Meidan in the world that I have seen. It is much 

bigger than Isfahan Meidan. Turks have prepared thirty thousand soldiers for the war in 

this place several times. Every day in the evenings, this Meidan is crowded with people 

who gather to have fun and watch the show that is put on there. There is another big 

Meidan in Tabriz which is located in front of a ruined castle, called Jafar Pasha Castle, 

they say. In the past, this place was the armory 

Meidan of the castle. (Hanachi, and 

Nejadebrahimi, 2006) 

A) Royal Treasury 

B) Hassan Mosque (Baba Hassan) 

C) Jafar Pasha Castle 

D) Hasan Padishah Mosque 

E) Sahib-ul-Amr Mosque 

H) Royal Store (Qeisarieh / The Bazaar of 

Precious Goods) 

Fig 4.1.2.2. The Gravure of Tabriz, Chardin Travelogue, 1673-1677 A.D. (Ref: Lida Balilan Asl.) 
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Sahib-ul-Amr Mosque Haj Safar Ali Mosque 

Stores Around Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan 

The Painting of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan, 1790 A.D. Case study zone about 230 years ago. 

Coincides with the Najfgoli Khan Period. 

 

Fig 4.1.2.3 The Painting of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan, 1790 A.D. . (Ref: Tehrani et all.) 
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The Map of Tabriz in 1910 A.D., drafted by: Asad-Alah Khan Maraghei case study 

zone about 110 years ago. Coincides with the Qajar Period. 

Fig 4.1.2.4 The Map of Tabriz in 1910 A.D., Drafted by: Asad-Alah Khan Maraghei  

 (Ref: Zoka Library Arch ive) 
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1) Sāhib-ul-Amr Meidan 

2) Misgar-lar Rastasi 

3) Misgar-lar Sarasi 

4) Davachi (Shotorbān)Bazarchasi 
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Aerial Photo of Tabriz Grand Bazaar in 1956 A.D. Case study zone (The Northern Part 

of Tabriz Bazaar)  about 65 years ago. Coincides with the Pahlavi Period. 

 

 

 

1. Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan (1450 / 1920) 

2. Hasan Padishah Mosque (1478-1484) 

3. Hasan Padishah School (1478?/ 1780) 

4. Davachi Bazarchasi(1600? / 1780) 

5. Seyid-Ali Aga Mosque (1600? / 1780) 

6. Kishmish-chilar Sarasi (1600? / 1780) 

7. Misgar-lar Rastasi (Copper)(1600?/ 1780) 

8. Pol-Bāzār [Bridge Bazaar] (1780&2005) 

9. Sahib-ul-Amr Mausoleum (1780) 

10. Akbariya School (1848) 

11. Siggat-ul-İslam Mosque (1849) 

12. Himmat Ali Serasi (Qajae era)(Destroyed) 

13. Jahāngirkhān Hammam (1900) 

14. Anvari School (Pahlavi era) 

15. Nasriya Serasi (1985) (Reconstructed) 

16. Caravanserai (Destroyed) 

17.Shotorban Gate (Destroyed) 

18. Meidan-Chai (River) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4.1.2.5 The 1956 Aerial photo ofthe case study zone (The Northern part of Tabriz Bazaar) 

(created by the Author) 
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Aerial Photo of Tabriz Grand Bazaar in 1967 A.D. Case study zone about 54 years ago. 

Coincides with the Pahlavi Period. (The beginning of street construction.) The Sāhib-ul-

Amr Mosque was divided into two parts in the beginning of street construction. 

Fig. 4.1.2.6 Aerial Photo of Tabriz Grand Bazaar in 1967 A.D. (Ref:  Iran Mapping Organization)  

 

Fig. 4.1.2.7. The Sāhib-ul-Amr Mosque. 1967 

(Ref: THBCB* Arch ive) 

* (Tabriz Historic Bazaar Complex Base) 

 

 

Fig 4.1.2.8.The Sāhib-ul-Amr Mosque. 2021 

(Ref: Author) 
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4-1-3- The Grand Bazaar in Traveler Books  

Yaqut al-Hamawi (in 1213 A.D.) Descriptions: You can find all kind of fruits in this 

city. I had not seen such a delicious and clean apricot anywhere, rather Tabriz, which is 

called Moosel". They produce stain prayer rugs from "woolen" textiles and export them 

to other cities in the west and east. 

Marco Polo (in 1275 A.D.) Descriptions: Tabriz's inhabitants provide their expenses 

through trading various goods. Tabriz's products include all kind of silk, some simbaft 

and some gold cloths. You can find all sorts of precious stones in this city. 

Businessmen, who are trading there, will obtain remarkable profit.  

Ibn Battuta (in 1327 A.D.)  Descriptions: We entered Tabriz through Baghdad gate, 

and arrived at GhazanKhan Bazaar. It was the best bazaar, I ever seen in the world. 

Each of craftsmen had a special place. I entered into Jewelry Bazaar; I was dazzled by 

seeing so much jewelry. Nice servants with sumptuous dress, and a silk shawls wound 

around their waist.They stood nearby their master,and showed the jewelries to the 

TurkishWomen. 

Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (in 1636 A.D.)  Descriptions: Here, wine and water of life 

and in fact all kind of goods is accessible to the customers inexpensively are present. In 

Tabriz, money is exchanged more than anywhere in the world. Many Armenian families 

have been affluent through trading there. The importance of Tabriz in terms of 

economic situation is that it is located between the Ottoman and Moscow countries 

(Russia) and India and all kinds of goods, especially Gilan silk, are transported there. 

...Tabriz has numerous and glossy bazaars.  

Jean Chardin (in 1673 A.D.) Descriptions:  Tabriz is the first city of this country both 

in terms of grandeur and population and in terms of magnificence and trade. The city 

has no fortifications and is divided into 9 neighborhoods. It has 15,000 houses and 

15,000 shops, and although its buildings are not excellent, its bazaars are more 

prosperous than other cities and its roofs are higher. The movement of people in these 

bazaars and the abundance of commercial property is the reason for the prosperity of the 

city. The best bazaar, which is built in the shape of a porch and is the place of jewelers, 

is called Qaisaria. There are three hundred caravanserai in this city and the smallest of 

them can accommodate three hundred passengers. The whole city is full of silk and 

cloth jewelry and the highest achievements of Iran are produced in Tabriz.  
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"Life and livelihoods are abundant in Tabriz, and a person can live comfortably in 

Tabriz with low expenses, and it is known that sixty types of grapes are grown in the 

gardens of Tabriz." 

Giovanni Francesco Gemelli Careri (in 1695 A.D.) Descriptions: After watching 

Caravansara and Zarābkhāne, we visited popular place is titled Gheisarieh. This 

building has high and big dome and it is a commercial center for businessmen. You can 

find the most precious goods there. Bazaar of goldsmiths is next to the Gheisarieh.

Travelogue, 

Visit ingYear 
Travelogue 

Travelogues Descriptions Related to the Tabriz Bazaar  

and Trade in This City  

Yaqut al-Hamawi 

1213 A. D. 
 

Yaqut al-Hamawi Descriptions: You can find all kind of fruits in this city. I 

had not seen such a delicious and clean apricot anywhere, rather Tabriz, which 

is called Moosel". They produce stain prayer rugs from "woolen" textiles and 

export them to other cities in the west and east. 

Marco Polo 

1275 A. D. 

 

Marco Polo Descriptions: Tabriz's inhabitants provide their expenses through 

trading various goods. Tabriz's products include all kind of silk, some simbaft 

and some gold cloths. You can find all sorts of precious stones in this city. 
Businessmen, who are trading there, will obtain remarkable profit. 

Ibn Battuta 

1327 A. D. 

 

Ibn Battuta Descriptions: We entered Tabriz through Baghdad gate, and 

arrived at GhazanKhan Bazaar. It was the best bazaar, I ever seen in the world. 

Each of craftsmen had a special place. I entered into Jewelry Bazaar; I was 
dazzled by seeing so much jewelry. Nice servants with sumptuous dress, and a 

silk shawls wound around their waist. They stood nearby their master, and 

showed the jewelries to the Turkish Women. 

Jean-

BaptisteTavernier 

1636 A. D. 
 

Jean-Baptiste Tavernier Descriptions: Here, wine and water of life and in fact 
all kind of goods is accessible to the customers inexpensively are present. In 

Tabriz, money is exchanged more than anywhere in the world. Many 

Armenian families have been affluent through trading there. The importance 

of Tabriz in terms of economic situation is that it is located between the 

Ottoman and Moscow countries (Russia) and India and all kinds of goods, 
especially Gilan silk, are transported there. ...Tabriz has numerous and glossy 

bazaars. 

Jean Chardin 

1673 A. D. 

 

Jean Chardin Descriptions:  Tabriz is the first city of this country both in 

terms of grandeur and population and in terms of magnificence and trade. The 

city has no fortifications and is divided into 9 neighborhoods. It has 15,000 

houses and 15,000 shops, and although its buildings are not excellent, its 
bazaars are more prosperous than other cities and its roofs are higher. The 

movement of people in these bazaars and the abundance of commercial 

property is the reason for the prosperity of the city. The best bazaar, which is 

built in the shape of a porch and is the place of jewelers, is called Qaisaria. 

There are three hundred caravanserais in this city and the smallest of them can 
accommodate three hundred passengers. The whole city is full of silk and 

cloth jewelry and the highest achievements of Iran are produced in Tabriz. 

"Life and livelihoods are abundant in Tabriz, and a person can live 

comfortably in Tabriz with low expenses, and it is known that sixty types of 

grapes are grown in the gardens of Tabriz." 

Giovanni 

Francesco 

Gemelli Careri 

1695 A. D. 
 

Giovanni Francesco Gemelli Careri  Descriptions: After watching Caravansara 

and Zarābkhāne, we visited popular place is titled Gheisarieh. This building 

has high and big dome and it is a commercial center for businessmen. You can 

find the most precious goods there. Bazaar of goldsmiths is next to the 

Gheisarieh.  

 

Table. 4.1.3.1. Some Travelogues Descriptions Related to the Tabriz Bazaar and Trade in This City  
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4-2- Description about Physical Spaces and Function in Grand Bazaar  

Some of the forming elements of Tabriz bazaar are as below: halls, bazaar entrances, 

group halls, corridors, lobbies, caravanserais, passages, charsoogh (junctions), meidans, 

Bazaars, tombs, mosques, hammams, schools, library, bazaar bridges, … . 

The method for naming the parts of the bazaars mostly according to the professions of 

the merchants and industry men such as: Abachi Dalani (the passage of Aba tailors) 

sometimes they were called according to the name of the builder such as: Hadj 

Abolghasim passage, sometimes because of the situation of the bazaar such as Jami 

mosque, sometimes according to the nationality or religion of the merchants and 

industry men such as: the hall of Germans, and finally sometimes according to 

dimension or shape of the bazaar like: Uch Timecheler (three passages). 

Tabriz Bazaar is an outstanding example of an Islamic Bazaar due to its prominent 

characteristics. Tabriz Bazaar is a multi- functioned complex gathered into an integrated 

architectural structure that has been shaped by the economy within the city. Various 

Mosques, schools, hammāms, libraries, shrines, tombs, yakhchāls (ice houses) and 

squares are gathered within various shops, workshops, timches and carevansaras 

(commercial places) in the same area. 

Masses and open spaces are properly interrelated within the Tabriz Bazaar. Central 

courtyards help to regulate the air and light in the interior spaces. Regarding 

earthquakes, these open spaces provide places of escape. Tabriz Bazaar is the largest 

brick structure formed by several smaller structures. Each building in Tabriz Bazaar has 

been constructed with special care. Structurally, all single buildings of the bazaar are 

connected to each other and act as a single integrated structure. Due to this integrity, the 

bazaar's structure acts as an anti- seismic safety system. The best way of utilizing the 

bridges that link the northern areas of the city and bazaar to the southern areas, can be 

seen in pol-bazaar (bazaar on the bridge). This phenomenon is also a prototype.  

Sahib-ābād / Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan (Square) is one of the earliest squares in Iran. It was 

a military square during the time of Hasan Padshāh (15th Century AD) and it gradually 

became the main square of the city with the government buildings being established 

around it (Omrani, and Aminiyan, 2007). T0his square is a prototype for Safavid style 

squares like naghshe-jahān (17th Century AD) Square in Isfahan and Ganj-ali-khān 

(17th Century AD) Square in Kerman. The studied area is located in the northern part of 
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the Tabriz historical Bazaar complex. This part of the bazaar is connected to the 

southern part by the Bazaar-Bridge. In this part of the Bazaar, there are covered spaces 

and open spaces. Misgaran Rasta and Shotorban Bazaar are covered with bricks in the 

form of arches and domes. The square and courtyard of the caravanserai and the 

courtyard of the mosque-school are open spaces. In Figure 4.2.1, the location of the 

Architectural Elements  investigated in the present research in the northern part of the 

Bazaar is shown by color.  For a better understanding 

of Legend, a larger map is shown on the right side of 

the page. The difference in colors determines the 

functional type of each space. The yellow line shows 

the study area. The thick blue line represents the river 

on which the bazaar bridge is located. There are two 

Bazaar-Bridges, each located along the two main 

north-south raste / alley of the Bazaar. Inside the 

Bazaar-Bridge, there are two rows of shops in front of 

each other. In this map, the street can be seen crossing 

the courtyard of the Sahib-ul-Amr complex. 

Fig. 4. 2. 1. Architectural Elements in Case Study Zone (Ref.: Author) 
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4-3- Physical Features in the Grand Bazaar 

4-3-1- Bazarche (Arcade) 

Shotorban / Davachi Bazarchasi 

The Bazaarche's of Tabriz Bazaar used to be a part of Tabriz Grand Bazaar,  which were 

in fact the entrance axes to Tabriz Bazaar, which was mostly formed next or along to 

the gates. Which later, over time, were abandoned from the core of the Bazaar and 

turned into a local Bazaar that, along with other elements of the neighborhood, formed a 

small part of the city. Such as Vijoyeh Bazaarche, along Vijojeh gate, Baghmisheh 

Bazaarche, along Baghmisheh gate, Sorkhab Bazaarche along Sorkhab gate, 

Maghsoudiyeh Bazaarche, along Nobar gate, Rangchiha Bazaarche along the Khiyaban 

gate, the inner extension of which formed the Kereney-Khaneh Bazaarche. or Gajil 

Bazaarche along Gajil gate and also Shotorban Bazaarche along Shotorban gate. 

In this study, the meaning of the Bazaar is the main and central Bazaar of the city. Apart 

from these Bazaar, there are other single Bazaars that are located in the center of 

different parts of the city and often meet the daily needs of their residents, and most of 

them lead to the main Bazaar of the city. The German geographer Detman (1979) 

presents a map of traditional Islamic cities and states a structural pattern in Islamic and 

Iranian cities. Its neighborhood often has a mosque, bath, caravanserai, traditional 

coffee house, Zurkhaneh and Saqqakhaneh. These service and public centers are not 

without plans and planning, but one of the principles of planning in the construction and 

space of traditional Iranian-Islamic cities. 

Along the "Shotorban Bazaarche" and on the west side of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan and 

behind the Shotorban Gate, there is the Davachi Bazaarche, the end of which ends at 

Kah Foroshan Square (Saman Meidani). On its way, it includes Seyed Ali Agha 

Mosque and Caravanserai. The height of the Bazaarche is 5-6 meters with asphalt cover 

on the floor. The type of roof covering of the Colombo arch is round and the Colombo 

arch is 4-part on truncated ridges and in a small number of maze ridges. The materials 

used in the walls are bricked and sometimes plastered, and the showcases, doors and 

windows are made of iron, wood and aluminum. It should be noted that some shops do 

not have showcases. 

Before the spread of motor vehicles and the transportation of goods by camels and 

caravans, rural and urban caravans entered Tabriz from the west and northwest and 
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stayed in the large caravanserais of this area to rest or unload goods and do business. 

And from this Bazaar they provided their necessities. Therefore, due to the arrival and 

expenditure of camel caravans and caravans in this area, it has been named "Davachi 

Bazaarche" (Dava means: Camel). The feeling that is conveyed to the visitor by passing 

through this Bazaarche is a feeling as if a person has traveled to ancient times and is 

walking in the past.  

Fig. 4.3.1.1-3. Shotorban / Davachi Bazarchasi (Arcade) (Ref.: Author - 2020) 

 

Fig. 4.3.1.4. Shotorban / Davachi Bazarchasi (Arcade) 

 



53 

Fig. 4.3.1.5. Shotorban / Davachi Bazarchasi (Arcade) 

Table 4.3.1.1.  Guilds of Shotorban / Davachi Bazarchasi (Arcade) 
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4-3-2- Pol Bazaar (Bridge Bazaar) 

Due to the increasing demand for space, the bazaar was developed towards Mehrānroud 

River. The northern areas of the bazaar were connected to the southern bazaar by two 

bridges. The most creative usage of these bridges can be seen in Pol-Bazaars (Bazaars 

on the bridges). The existence of Bazaars' Bridges in the past is proven by the 

handmade design of tourists and old maps. Documents related to Tabriz's flood contain 

a map of Tabriz and the Mehrānroud River (Aji-Chay) along with houses, and 

buildings, this document also includes twelve hand-made designs showing buildings of 

the city as well as the two Pol-Bazaars. 

This map was designed by Mohammad-Ebn-Iraj-Ghājār, which was prepared in order to 

calculate the losses of the flood in 19th AD by the order of Fathali Khān, the governor 

of the city.  

We can see another sketch in the travel account of Fred Richards (Fred Richards visited 

Tabriz in his journey. (In 1310-1931 A.H.)) in 1931AD. These images only show one of 

the bridges, which is near the Sahib-ul-Amr mosque. In Fred Richards's original book, 

you can see the following images described as "Bazaar on the Bridge, Tabriz”. "The two 

sides of the river, which flow near the Bazaar, its flood is popular, and streets leading to 

the Bazaar are widened and repaired while a dam has been constructed. Persian Bazaars 

are one of the finest and most populated places. One of the most attractive parts of the 

Pol-Bazaars on the Aji-chai River 

 

Pol-Bazaars of shoemakers (Eastern) 

along the Yemen -duzan bazaar. 

 

 

Fig. 4.3.2.1-2. Po l-Bazaars on the Aji-Chai (Mehran) River 1871 A.D., (Ref: Zoka, Y. Library) 
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City is the bridge which joins the bazaar to the square." (Richard, 2000) In the map of 

(Gharachi Dāghi), and (Asadolā Khān), we see the place of bridges labeled as bazaar 

legend. The map of (Gharachi Dāghi) was prepared in 1297 A. H. and map of (Asadolā 

Khān) in 1327 A. H. is also shown. These two old maps indicate the existence of a 

bridge in modern times (19th AD). 

According to studies, on the Pol-bazaars (Bazaars on Bridges), we can say that these 

two Bridges are built during the reign of Naser-al-din Shah. With reference to Fred 

Richards's handmade design, and comparing it with handmade designs of Tabriz's flood, 

we can reach the conclusion that one of these bridges has been destroyed dur ing 

Tabriz's flood (1870 AD) until Fred Richards's journey (1931 AD) while another one 

did not last for a long time.  

  

Fig. 4.3.2.3. Fred Richards Sketch -The Bazaar on the Bridge, 1931 A. D. (Ref: Esmaeili, H.) 

Fig. 4.3.2.4. Po l-Bazaar [Bridge Bazaar] 

(Ref. Author - 2021) 
Fig. 4.3.2.5. Po l-Bazaar [Bridge Bazaar] 

(Ref. Author - 2021) 
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4-3-3- Rasta / Dalan (Alley)  

Misgarlar (Copper) Rastasi 

Rasta Bazaar: When a series of Hojreh are formed on both sides of an urban path, and 

their role goes more than just a borough and they play a certain urban role and they 

become roofed then they completely are identified as Rasta Bazaar. It is clear that when 

the said Rasta Bazaar is located beside the main complex of Bazaar, then it becomes 

more important; but it is possible for Rasta Bazaar to be in other parts of the city such as 

Gajil or Sorkhab Bazaarchasi. 

Dalan: It is another space pattern in bazaar, and it includes some Hojreh in a closed-end 

path inside the Bazaar. Although being closed-end is not the only condition, sometimes 

we witness some open-end paths too. The open-ended ones are not as popular as closed-

end ones and mostly used as warehouses. The open-ended ones could be seen beside the 

Saras, and mostly have connections with Timches, Sara, or Dalan. The main 

distinguishing point between Timcha and Dalan is their value degree, and Dalan is less 

accredited. The order of coppersmiths is one of the main commercial areas of the 

studied region. Its name is derived from the occupation of coppersmiths in which they 

were active. Unfortunately, few of them (Coppersmith's job) remain today. 

Fig. 4.3.3.1. Misgarlar (Copper) Rastasi 
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This Bazaar, which is one of the oldest Bazaars in Tabriz, is located on the western side 

of Sahibabad Meidan or Sahib-ul-Amr Mosque. This Bazaar was special for the 

coppersmith class and all kinds of copper utensils were produced in it and given to the 

villagers and urban dwellers. The sound of the anvil beats on copper and its monotonous 

and musical state is described in beauty in some travelogues. But there is no news about 

these songs at the moment and only a few coppersmith shops are operating in them. One 

of the veteran coppersmiths of this Bazaar narrated that "Once upon a time, with the 

sound of the song and the beatings of the coppersmiths of this Bazaar, a military army 

could march, but unfortunately forget all these songs today. Of course, the physical 

origin of the space has been preserved in an old way. when walk ing there, it induces a 

sense of relaxation to the visitor.  

 

Table 4.3.3.1. Guilds of Misgarlar (Copper) Rastasi. (Ref. Author - 2021) 

Fig. 4.3.3.2-4 Misgarlar (Copper) Rastasi. (Ref. Author - 2021) 
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4-3-4- Caravanserai / Serai / Sara 

Kishmishchilar Caravanserai 

Caravanserai / Serai which is an urban caravanserai is an unloading space beside the 

bazaars and when the bazaar develops gradually these Serai are located in the inner 

parts of the bazaar. This space is one of the simplest spaces which we see in all the 

bazaars, and it is because of their necessity and special uses. However, this space is able 

to accept different uses which are as below:  

1. Goods unloading, which is the most important function. 2. Inn. 3. Warehouse. 4. 

Possibility of transactions inside the space. 5. Barn for animals which all of them 

nowadays have changed to warehouses. 6. Green area beside the bazaar which is used 

by the cafes, the laborers and workers mostly rest there, especially in summer 

afternoons.  7. Nowadays since, the second floor has lost its function as an inn, they 

have turned to production and sometimes to trading spaces. Kishmishchilar Serāi is 

located next to Sāhib-ul-Amr Meidan Sāhib-ul-Amr Meidan (Square), which is located 

along its southeastern corner while also lying next to Jahangir Khān Hammām on its 

Eastern side. In the past, most of the use of shops in this Sara was related to the buying 

and selling, and processing of dried fruits from the gardens of the surrounding villages. 

But today, it has changed to small workshops for the production of shirts and socks. The 

quakes that are introduced into the body of the building by the machines of the 

workshop cause structural damage over time.  

Fig. 4.3.4.1.  Kishmishchilar Caravanserai (Qajar Era). (Ref: Zoka Library Archive) 
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Fig. 4.3.4.5. Kishmishchilar Caravanserai (Ref. Author - 2021) 

Table 4.3.4.1. Guilds of Kishmishchilar Caravanserai (Ref. Author - 2021) 

 

Fig. 4.3.4.2-3. Kishmishchilar Caravanserai (Ref. Author - 2021) 
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4-3-5- Mosque 

Hasan Padishah Mosque and Medrese (School) 

Hasan Padishah Mosque branches from Sahib Abad Meidan and is located in the 

northern part of the Meidan and is adjacent to the Nasiriyah endowment in its western 

part. In its entrance, a Roman arch has been created in the Roman style, on which a 

stone inscription has been installed.  

The height of the mosque is 3 meters (on one floor) and 6 meters (on the second floor), 

its floor materials are asphalt and its roof covering is different key and flat (wooden 

beam). Its wall materials are compact brick, ordinary brick, and stone plinth 20-30 cm 

in the north and south and have wooden doors and windows.  

Fig. 4.3.5.1-2 Hasan Padishah Mosque in Historic Documents 

Fig. 4.3.5.3. Hasan Padishah Mosque and Medrese (School) 
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4-3-6- Sāhib-ul-Amr Mausoleum and Siqqat-el-Islam Mosque  

The Shāh Tahmāsb I ordered to the construction of Sāhib-ul-Amr Mausoleum in the 

center of city, east of Sāhib-Ābād square, near the Mehrānroud River. The historical 

monument, which had a large dome with two tall minarets, was been destroyed by order 

of Ottoman king 4th Morād. The Kāteb chalabi has written in jahān-nemā : “there was 

an Ornamented Shrine in east side of Sāhib-Ābād  square, connected to Sultān Hassan 

jāme Mosque, because of this building had been constructed by Shāh Tahmāsb, 

Ottomans destroyed it”. The architectural remains that belon to shāh tahmāsb era 

included, two marble vaults at the entrance of shrine and also there are some flower 

shops with engraving works, and decorations with arabesque and floored shapes. The 

marble inscriptions has been installed near one of this vaults, in above of this vaults, has 

been inscribed the “jenn” surrā by Alāa‟ldin- the wellknown calligrapher at shāh 

tahmāsb era. This building was been reconstructed by Mirzā Mohammad in shāh sultān 

Hussein era after retreating of Ottomans.  

This historic monument that has been destroyed in 1194 hijri earthquake, is been 

rehabilitated by jaafar khān-e-donboli (Bātmāngilich) and nowadays, has been 

reorganized as a Kurān and calligraphy museum.  

Fig. 4.3.6.1. Sāh ib-ul-Amr Mausoleum and Siqqat-el-Islam Mosque. 
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Sāhib-ul-Amr Mausoleum and Siqqat-el-Islam Mosque  

This mosque is located on the north side of Sahib-ul-Amr tomb and has a nave (in parts 

other than the south) with a wooden fence. Covering the eastern, western and northern 

plateaus is key. The height of the outside of the mosque is 7.5 meters and the floor of 

the courtyard is paved. The type of roof covering of the entrance porch of the truncated 

arch is dormant and straight. The wall of this part is made of brick and a 60 cm stone 

plinth is used. It also has a wooden door and window. The height of the inner part of the 

mosque is 6.5 meters. The entrance to this part has a key cover and a multiplicative 

arch. The half-dome of the entrance Iwan (porch) of this building has beautiful 

Muqarnas (plasterwork). 

Flandin,1851  Zoka, 1960  

Fig. 4.3.6.2-7. Sāh ib-ul-Amr Mausoleum (Ref. Author - 2020) 
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4-3-7- School (Medrese / Mekteb)  Akbariye School  

The floor level of the courtyard is 3 meters lower than the street, and the space behind 

the porch is covered with columbo-vault (a type of dome cover in traditional Iranian 

architecture) and colored bricks, along with the application of truss beams. To enter the 

school, a 10 meter high porch has been used as a half- finished work with glazed bricks 

and Mogharnas. The height of the outer part is 8 meters and the floor of the yard is 

paved and paved. The type of roof covering is keyed and in the corridors and joints of 

vertical connection, a truncated arch has been used. The walls are made of brick and 1 

meter of stone plinth is used and this part has a wooden door and window.    

  

Fig. 4.3.7.4. School (Medrese / Mekteb)  Akbariye School 

Fig. 4.3.7.1-3. Akbariye School (Ref. Author - 2020) 
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4-3-8- Meidān / Square 

Sahib-ul-Amr Meidān / Sahib Abad Meidān 

The word Meidān, which means Square, stems from the Middle Persian word "Miān" 

which means middle. The Arabic form of the word is Meidān which has come to mean 

the center of a city with an open space for the gathering of people. Standard definitions 

include: “An open area with houses and shops around it; big places in cities where 

vegetables, straw, firewood, wheat and barley, fruit and so on are traded” (Dehkhoda, 

1993), or “A piece of land without any building, area, landscape where several streets 

reach” (Moein, 1984). The Bazaar was traditionally constructed in three or four parts of 

the square and was connected to the square through a loggia and sometimes a Chārsug 

was established at the intersection which was the connection between four bazaars or 

gheisarieh. In other words; there was an area or an urban square along the important 

bazaars in big cities because the Bazaar was the most important path and artery of the 

city and it was connected to an urban square in most cases. There were square- like open 

spaces around bazaars where perishable goods like fruits and vegetables were supplied. 

These squares which were called Sabze Meidān (Squares for supplying fruits and 

vegetables) were one of the man entrances of a Bazaar. Sāhib-ul-Amr-Meydāni in 

Tabriz Bazaar plays the role of a Sabze Meidān. GanjaliKhān Square is located in some 

parts of Kerman Bazaar. A Sabze Meidān was traditionally located beside Tehran 

Fig. 4.3.8.1. Sah ib–ul–Amr Meidan in  Qajar Era (Ref: Zoka Library Arch ive) 
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Bazaar and some parts of it still remain.Khān square in Yazd is of this type.There was on 

or more Meidānchehs (Small Squares) along the bazaar and some of these Meidānchehs 

were called Takieh or Hoseinyyeh. In recent years, some of these Meidānchehs can be 

still being seen in Semnan Bazaar and Tajrish Bazaar (Soltanzade, 2001). Sahib-ul-

Amr-Maidan runs almost parallel to Misgar Bazaar only to border it on it southern end. 

It also borders Akbariye School on its eastern side and Davachi Bāzārchāsi to the west 

and it is also connected to Daraie Street from Akbariye School. This square is oriented 

from east to west with shaded shops which usually are the result of vaults, ceilings or 

wooden beams with trusses. The buildings in the middle of the square are between 3m 

to 3.5m and the floor is asphalt. The ceiling is flat executed with metal beam and 

columns. The walls are made of brick coated with plaster in most areas. The showcases, 

doors and windows are all made of metal. Archeological site of Hassan Padishah 

historical and old mosque is located in north of this square and Sahib-ul-Amr religious 

and historical Shrine is located to the east of this square. Interventions have been made 

in the central part of the Meidan and shops have been built with new materials and 

using metal structures. This construction has caused a change in the functional quality 

of the Meidan and is considered serious damage to the performance of the Meidan.  

Fig. 4.3.8.2. Sah ib-ul-Amr Meidān / Sahib Abad Meidān (Ref. Author - 2020) 
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4-4- Results of Chapter 4 

Tabriz Grand Bazaar is an integrated system, which has been constructed through a 

neighborhood of various elements. In fact, due to the bazaar's multitude of disciplines, 

human relationships have turned this complex into one of the most perfect commercial–

cultural complexes in the world, which contains commercial centers, schools, mosques, 

hammam, and libraries. 

A variety of transactions and social activities within the Bazaar of Tabriz are considered 

special and unique features in such a manner that we can see the appearance of 

transactions and social activities within various and integrated architectures. This has 

resulted in one of the best examples of Bazaar architecture in the world. Tabriz 

Historical Bazaar Complex, as a complete social structure, is involved in the social, 

political, and cultural interactions of the city of Tabriz in addition to Iran as a whole.  

 

Table 4.3.8.1. Guilds of Sahib-u l-Amr Meidān (Ref. Author - 2020) 

Fig. 4.3.8.3-4. Sah ib-ul-Amr Meidan (Ref. Author - 2020) 
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Chapter 5. 

COMPARISON BAZAARS, AND COMMERCIAL 

SPACES WITH THE TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR 
 

5-1- Definition of the Commercial Space 

     Commercial spaces from the beginning to the modern era, are in different forms that 

can be divided into several groups so that the shape of shopping centers and business 

units is first in a single-core mode and then linearly around the central core of the streets 

(Bazaar), and new types show themselves systematically in some different areas of 

cities in the form of specialized Bazaars. (Habibi and Mahmoudi, 2017) 

5-2- The Silk Road 

The Silk Road, or Silk Routes, is an extensive interconnected network of trade routes 

across the Asian continent connecting East, South, and Western Asia with the 

Mediterranean world, including North Africa and Europe. The so-called "Silk Routes" 

were not only conduits for silk, but for many other products and were also very 

important paths for cultural and technological transmission by linking traders, 

merchants, pilgrims, monks, soldiers, nomads and urban dwellers from China to the 

Mediterranean Sea for thousands of years.  

These routes enabled various peoples to transport trade goods and luxuries such as silk, 

satins, musk, rubies, diamonds, pearls and rhubarb. Not only were materialistic goods 

spread along the silk roads but thoughts, ideas, diseases, and cultures traveled along the 

routes as well resulting in a very far-reaching land-based trade network unparallel in the 

ancient world. The vast network encompassed different parts of China, India, and Asia 
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Minor and the Mediterranean, extending over 8,000 km (5,000 miles). The Silk Road 

was a significant factor in the development of various great civilizations including 

China, India, Egypt, Persia, Arabia, Rome, and the Byzantines while also helping to lay 

the foundations for the modern world in several respects.  The term “Silk Road” implies 

a continuous journey yet very few travelers traveled the route from end to end. For the 

most part, goods were transported by a series of agents on varying routes and trade took 

place in the bustling mercantile Bazaars of the large cities and oasis towns. 

Silk Road Route in the Iranian Plateau 

Some parts of the Silk Road which pass through the Iranian Plateau have always existed 

in Chinese and Roman inscriptions because of the natural situation in around of the 

Iranian Plateau had created an important path for commercial caravans. Passengers of 

the Silk Roads after entering the Iranian Plateau arrived in Hecatompylos city or 

Hezārdarvaze and then Rey.  

The Silk Road's route was divided into two routes after Rey, in which the Northern 

route was established during the Sāsānid era, but the original route which had been 

turned into the Southern route, led to the center of the province of Mad (Ekbātān). After 

passing through the Zagros Mountains, the road entered into the Mesopotamia plain. 

This road was the most popular and important internal roads in Iran. Records of ancient 

buildings in this road denote that every city along this rout became more popular." 

Northern routes which led to Azerbaijan through Ray and then to Armenia, caused 

Fig. 5.2.1. The Route of the Silk Road on the World Map and the Position of 

the City of Tabriz (Ref: Center for St rategic Studies of Iran)  
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commercial prosperity in Armenian 

cities along its secondary routes, 

which joined to the transition centers 

of Devin, Tignoserat, Arzroom, 

Ertashat, then led to Bizans and Asia 

Minor's cities. [WEB_5] In various 

sources, branches of the Northern 

route has been mentioned in the times 

of the Sāsānids and Ekbātān has been 

mentioned in the times of the Ilkhani 

reign. In some periods, such as the 

Ilkhāni's reign which was contemporary with Marko Polo's journey, this route became 

popular due to the insecurity of original road.  

 Silk Road Route in Northwest Iran: 

Because this road in the northern part of Iran was difficult to pass, it was considered a 

secondary route. Due to both mountainous areas and cold, this area was covered with 

snow in most months of the year, and passing through it became virtually impossible.  

Yet, when Mesopotamia at some historical period was involved in the war, this route 

became popular. After the Sāsānid era, its popularity was due to the Ilkhāni's reign, 

because of the area's security and that Marāghe was the capital. Therefore, it turned this 

road into the main highway in the Iranian Plateau. The old city of Tabriz has had 

various gates, which connected this city to other important cities, and show the wide-

ranging communications in this city. Some gates are named and have the same old 

functions such as Istanbul Gate. In continuous, moreover showing Tabriz's map, and old 

gates situations, we address the historical documentation in this field.  

1. Istanbul gate (to Istanbul and then European country), 2. Davachi (Shotorbān) gate 

(to Baku (Azerbaijan), 3. Sorkhāb gate, 4. Bāghmishe gate, (to Rey and then East Asia) 

5. Khiābān gate, 6. Nobar gate, 7. Mahadmahin gate, 8. Gajil gate (to Baghdad, Arabia, 

and Africa), 9. Veijuyeh gate. (Fig. 5.2.3.)  

5-2-1- Importance Role of Bazaar on the Silk Road  

The Silk Road, or Silk Routes, is an extensive interconnected network of trade routes 

across the Asian continent connecting East, South, and Western Asia with the 

Mediterranean world, including North Africa and Europe.  

 

Fig. 5.2.2. Silk Road in Iran and the Situation of 

Tabriz on the Silk Road 
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The so-called "Silk Routes" were not only conduits for silk, but for many other products 

and were also very important paths for cultural and technological transmission by 

linking traders, merchants, pilgrims, monks, soldiers, nomads and urban dwellers from 

China to the Mediterranean Sea for thousands of years. These routes enabled various 

peoples to transport trade goods and luxuries such as silk, satins, musk, rubies, 

diamonds, pearls and rhubarb.Old city of Tabriz has had various gates, which connected 

this city to other important cities, and show the wide ranging communications in this 

city. Some gates are named, and have the same old functions such as Istanbul Gate.  

5-3- History of Bazaar as an Urban Element in Islamic Countries  

In Islamic cities, Bazaars are considered to be a unique quality place. In the new 

theoretical frameworks, the bazaar is regarded as a qualitative rather than a physical 

area, a block of the development process. The bazaar tends to recount the past of social 

Fig. 5.2.3. The Situation of Historical Gates of Tabriz Old City (Ref. Author - 2023) 
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development, change, and even revolution. These bazaars have often played an essential 

part in society and have given many names and meanings to their respective cultures.  

For many centuries, people from around the world have come together to trade, buy, 

and sell goods in their communal and commercial centers. These Bazaars have often 

functioned as an essential part of the community and have been given many names, 

meanings that are specific to their respective cultures. The bazaar is the marketplace or 

assembly of shops in which various goods and services are purchased and sold.  

Bazaars have played a vital role in the cultural, economic, and even political alterations 

of cities all over the Islamic world. Such an essential role has defined it as a 

fundamental part of the city, frequently a generator of urban form, as well as defining 

the elements of the city. Furthermore, the bazaar is defined as the heart of most cities in 

the Islamic world. Its spatial and symbolic link to key parts of the city, for instance, 

religious, residential, or administrative quarters, has gotten the bazaar to eminence in 

the built city, but in the political realm as well. Controlling the economy and trade, 

bazaars are capable of establishing a strong relationship, sometimes a coa lition, with the 

forces of power (Guichard 1997, Gharipour 2012).  

The occupational groups in the city were gathered in certain places, exhibiting a 

manufactured product, conducting commercial activities without any intermediaries as 

much as possible, and providing the opportunity to easily get to know the market, 

protecting the consumer. These were generally known as "Sûk", "Suveyka", "Kayseri", 

"Grand Bazaar" or "Bedesten". It is known that bedestens are one of the cornerstones of 

the social and economic character of Islamic city life. They are usually found in big 

cities, as they act as a gateway to international trade. Because of this feature, Evliya 

Çelebi separated the cities he visited as cities with and without Bedesten. Since the 

bedesten was the place where the merchants who were engaged in the trade of valuable 

goods were located, it also served as the bank where the safes were stored. Since the 

rich notables and big merchants of the city are usually located in the Bedesten, it is seen 

that they are also the center of the Guilds. Guilds are one of the most importa nt 

elements of socio-economic life in Islamic cities in terms of developing both the 

economic life, Islamic morality and the ideal Muslim merchant model in the Islamic 

city. (Demirci, 2003). 
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5-4- Important Grand Bazaars in IRAN  

A Bazaar's role in a typical Iranian city is very important. The word “bazaar” is an old 

Persian word that is now an integral part of Iranian culture. The word has a very long 

history, and historical documents indicate that the concept of a bazaar in Iranian towns 

and cities dates back to 3000 B.C. (Kermani and Luiten, 2010) The bazaar is considered 

the main and inseparable urban space in traditional Iranian urban planning.  

The bazaars were spread next to the Governmental / political center, the city's Grand 

Mosque and towards the entrance gate of the city and the central districts of the city.  

The development of the bazaar depended on various issues but was generally formed in 

the city center. Bazaars' forms were developed either linearly or radially or organically.  

In this chapter, we examine several important Iran Bazaars and foreign Bazaars.  

5-4-1- Isfahan Grand Bazaar 

Isfahan is a very old city that has a significant role in Iranian history. It is the Iranian 

city par excellence. During its hundred years of evolution, the c ity has become one of 

the most appreciated cities in the world (Karimi and Mohamed, 2003). Situated between 

the Masjid- i-Jame and the Meydan-i- Shah at a distance of several kilometers, Isfahan is 

dotted with minarets, mausoleums, mosques, and bazaar are as that served the trade 

needs of the central plateau of Persia. These structures were built over the intervening 

centuries. The old town began to gradually expand back in Sassanian times, and some 

of the small clusters of the bazaar still remained as satellite villages under Shah Abbas' 

reign. His genius formed the new city, and his conception linked the new with the old 

(Bakhtiar,1974). Isfahan is one of the oldest centers of civilization in Iran. It is also 

thought to be among greatest cities in the world with regard to its architecture and 

historical treasures. It is also favored by nature. Isfahan was once the seat of the Persian 

government and is currently the center of intellectual and religious life, the locus of 

economic activities, and the dwelling place of a large segment of those engaged in these 

urban functions (Salma and Jayyusi et al., 2008). For all these reasons, Isfahan's 

traditional bazaars can be being representative of all historical and traditional bazaars in 

the different periods and places of Iran's history. 

The main element of the city was a small bazaar located in the northern part of the 

present city. After the Islamic conquest, the Arabs constructed a large bazaar in the 
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north west region of Yahudiyya, and a Jame mosque was built in this region. In early 

Islam, the core or back bone of the city (along the North–South axis) was the Silk Road 

that ran through the middle of the city. At the base of the city structure was the 

intersection of two main communication axes. At the point of intersection, the direction 

of one of these axes was altered, and a new meydan was made. In the Seljuk era, the 

Jame mosque and the palace were formed within this core and the bazaar, as a strictly 

linear element, extended from two sides of the core and a long the main axis. During the 

Safavid period, the king decided to move his court away from the old city. He set up 

Naghshe Jahan square as the central core of his plan in the southwest  

margin of the city, and tied the old meidan at Naghshe Jahan square with shops that 

extended the city along this axis. With the connection of the new bazaar around the 

Naghshe Jahan square and the old bazaar alongside the Atiq square, the invigorated 

socio-economic life of the city continued. In the next period, residential neighborhoods 

formed around the bazaar that became the heart and spirit of the town. (Pourjafar et al. 

2013) Qaysariye Bazaar of Isfahan was built in 1029 A. H. by the order of Shah Abbas, 

by the hand of Master Ali Akbar, an Isfahani architect. Qaysariye Bazaar is also known 

as Shahi (king) Bazaar or Soltani Bazaar, but its original name is Qaysariye Bazaar. 

Chardin wrote about Qaysariye Bazaar "Shah Abbas named this Bazaar and entrance 

Qaysariye, which resembled the entrance of one of the monuments in the city of Kayseri 

in Turkey." Of course, the accuracy of this article needs to be investigated. Qaysariye 

Fig 5. 4. 1. 1.  Isfahan Bazaar (center of picture), Jame Mosque (right of p icture),  

 Naghshe Jahan Meydan (left of picture). (Ref: W EB_8) 
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Bazaar is also located in other cities of Iran, 

which may have been set up in imitation of 

Isfahan. The architectural style of the bazaar 

dates back to the Safavid and Seljuk periods. 

The Bazaar is built on two floors. The upper 

floor is dedicated to office and commercial 

affairs and the lower floor is dedicated to 

guild booths for the supply of goods. In 

Qaysariye, precious goods such as fabrics, 

carpets, jewelry, and ornaments were sold.  

 The entrance of Qaysariye Bazaar shows one 

of the most exquisite paintings related to the 

Safavid period. The entrance is decorated 

with an arched shape with colorful paintings.  

Tabriz Bazaar and Isfahan Bazaar are 

generally comparable in the following: In the 

first case; The area and integrity of Tabriz 

Bazaar with an area of about 29 hectares and Isfahan Bazaar is about 23 hektars. another 

thing; The Bazaar is located in the center of Tabriz in relation to its surrounding district, 

with the difference that Isfahan Bazaar is located in the direction of Atiq Square to 

Naghshe Jahan Meidan and is a kind of economic connection between the two squares. 

The next topic is; Variety of architectural 

elements and functions in the Tabriz historic 

bazaar is a completeness complex compared 

with the Isfahan bazaar. 

5-4-2- Yazd Grand Bazaar 

Yazd is an ancient city as the "first Brick / 

Mud Brick city in the world"; From ancient 

times, it has been located on the busy 

commercial route of the Silk Road, and from 

this point of view, the existence of a bazaar in 

Fig .5.4.1.3. Isfahan Qaysariye Bazaar. 

(Ref: WEB_9) 

Fig .5.4.1.2. Isfahan Qaysariye Bazaar. 

(1867)by Pascal Coste (Ref: EILAEI, V. Archive) 
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this city has been considered a necessary and vital matter and has played an important 

strategic role in the historical context of Yazd. Yazd's old bazaars with original Iranian 

architecture and beautiful windbreaks consist of several rows of bazaars, Timcheh, Sara, 

mosque, school, Hosseinieh, square, caravanserai, water storage, and production 

workshop. 

Yazd bazaars are of the plateau plains type. Their form is mostly linear which has been 

changed into clustered because branches have been added to the main body during  

flourishing times. Like other reputable counterparts, the spatial structures of Yazd 

bazaars are  made of a principal body with its affiliated buildings such as Tims and 

timchehs.  Some of these attached buildings are still standing at the time but many of 

them become deserted or abandoned because of the recession and were replaced by 

other buildings. The point worth mentioning is that the bazaar does not only have a 

commercial function but also has other major functions too such as social and political 

ones. Roofed bazaars of Yazd can be divided into two groups based on principles of 

traditional architecture and urban planning: 1- Bazaars 2- Bazaarchehs. 

All that is recognized as the series of the old bazaar of Yazd is actually an extensive 

urban bazaar compound covering part of the historic city located south of Yazd 

fortifications and working on an urban, regional, and roughly a national scale. 

Construction of Qiam Street in recent decades has affected the functional space of the 

bazaar. Before this, the southern half of the present bazaar mostly served as a hub for 

businesses involved in the manufacturing of goods. It also had relations with northern 

parts including Khan, Shahzadeh Fazel, and goldsmith‟s Zargari bazaar. The functional 

body of the bazaar played an integrated and unitary role in the city but after Qiam Street 

was laid out, the northern half has continued its normal life and the southern half has 

lost its prosperity despite keeping its manufacturing nature superior to that of the 

northern half. Since ancient times, the trading of goods such as cloths, local sweets, 

gold, and carpets was a flourishing business in the historical bazaar of Yazd. The main 

difference between the Bazaar of Yazd and the Bazaar of Tabriz is he rupture of Yazd 

Bazaar spaces by the construction of Ghyam Street. Yazd Bazaar is formed of separate 

collections and does not have the integrity same as Tabriz Bazaar, and this has caused 

an economic recession in some spaces.  
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Fig 5. 4. 2. 1.  Yazd Bazaar Complex. (Ref: HCYB archive)  
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5-4-3- Zanjan Grand Bazaar 

Zanjan Bazaar Complex due to its economic, 

cultural and religious functions in the 

formation of the city and how it spread has 

been very important. 

This complex has been formed along the 

entrance roads from the East and West of the 

city and between the two gates of Tabriz and 

Qazvin. Most of the collection Historical 

Bazaar around the year 1205 AH. It was 

built during the reign of Agha Mohammad 

Khan Qajar and was completed during the 

reign of Fath Ali Shah. This Bazaar is on the 

old Rey trade route to Azerbaijan And has been formed on a larger scale along the Silk 

Road due to its special geographical location and the connection between cities. The 

great of that day, such as Qazvin, Tabriz, Rasht, Hamedan and Kermanshah, had a 

special economic importance. The existence of numerous Serays and Raste Bazaars 

indicate its many economic exchanges. Various factors have contributed to the 

formation of the specific body of Zanjan Bazaar. This Bazaar is formed linearly along 

the important gates of the caravan and all its physical spaces are one floor and wide. 

Zanjan Bazaar complex has been built on an area of 15 hectares. Due to the cold climate 

of the region, abundant snowfall in winter, there are yards for snow removal in the plan 

of Bazaar buildings that are empty of function. Zanjan Bazaar is also formed according 

Fig. 5. 4. 3. 2.Zanjan Bazaar p lan in the district of the surrounding. (Ref: The Persian Bazaar, 2009)  

 

Fig 5.4.3.1.  Zanjan city and Bazaar in the 

Qajar period. (Ref: The Persian Bazaar)  
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to Tabriz Bazaar along the main gates of the 

city (Qazvin-Rey Gate in the East) and 

(Tabriz Gate in the West). This axis was in 

fact the crossroads of the Silk Road. Todays, 

the activity of some spaces of Zanjan bazaar 

has caused a stagnation in the bazaar due to 

the distance of the main passage outside the 

city with the construction of a highway. This 

is a threat to the abandonment and stagnation 

of bazaar economic activity. 

5-4-4- Qazvin Grand Bazaar 

Qazvin Bazaar complex is one of the most valuable architectural works of Qazvin city. 

This complex, with its special characteristics, which distinguish it from the bazaars of 

other cities, in the past included commercial centers such as sera and caravanserais, 

cultural and religious centers such as schools and mosques, service spaces such as hot 

water tanks and water tanks, some of which have disappeared today.  

Qazvin Bazaar plan, which has an organic and checkered design, which makes it look 

like a designed plan. Among the most important spaces of the Qazvin Bazaar, we can 

mention Masjid al-Nabi (Shah Mosque), Saad al-Sultaneh Caravanserai, Wazir Serai, 

Haj Reza Serai, Shah Serai (Razavi), open and covered timchehs and Qaysariyeh row. 

He also pointed out with other works 

such as Madrasah Ettefagiyeh, 

Mosqu, and Madrasah Salehieh that 

currently their direct connection with 

the bazaar has been cut off due to the 

construction of the street.  

The caravanserai of Saad al-Sultaneh 

was also built by the order of the 

ruler of Qazvin in the Qajar period 

and in his name. This serai is the 

most complete example of Iran's 

Fig .5.4.3.3.  Zan jan Bazaar  

(Ref: WEB_ 9) 

Fig .5.4.4.1.  Qazvin Bazaar  

(Ref: Ref: THBCB arch ive) 
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caravanserais. Haj Reza Serai is one of the most beautiful palaces in Qazvin, which had 

two floors in its time, the upper floor of which has been destroyed. The most beautiful 

part of the building is its entrance, which has a vestibule with a huge dome and 

decorations. Razavi Serai, which is one of the active serai in Qazvin, has two floors and 

three entrances. Qaysariyeh Serai with tall brick arches is located between Al-Nabi 

Mosque and Razavi Serai and connects the Wazir Serai with Chaharsouk Bazaar. 

Qaysariyeh is one of the bazaar indicators of the Safavid period. In the northern part of 

this Serai, an open courtyard with a central courtyard and two floors and two entrances 

with 53 stores with Orosi doors has been built. In the southern part of it, there is a two-

story covered timcheh, the central space of which is covered by an arch and a vault.  

The similarity between Qazvin Bazaar and Tabriz Bazaar is in the collection of Bazaar 

spaces that were formed in the same neighborhood.  

The important difference between these two Bazaars are the activeness of the Tabriz 

Bazaar, which has been active since ancient times, while the Qazvin Bazaar is semi-

active. Another difference is in the people's participation in the physical protection of 

the Bazaar, which conservation of buildings in the Bazaar of Tabriz  do with  

participation of trademens and government , but the protection of Qazvin Bazaar is done 

by the government. 

  

Fig 5.4.4.2. Qazvin Bazaar "Wazir Serai"  

 (Ref: W EB-16) 
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5-5- Important Turkey Grand Bazaars, Which Are Located on Silk Road 

In this section, we will identify some Bazaars outside of Iran that are located along the 

Silk Road. Due to the impact of the Silk Road on the physical and commercial structure 

of these bazaars. 

5-5-1- Istanbul Grand Bazaar 

In 1453, II. Mehmet; When he conquered Istanbul, he settled in the walls of 

Constantinople, the administrative and commercial center of many civilizations, and 

began to rebuild the city. In time, the new palace became the brain of the empire and the 

Grand Bazaar became the heart of the economy. (Küçükerman, and Mortan, 2010)  

“Bazaar” in Turkish culture means more than a production or a shopping p lace. It is 

valued for its artisans, who are the protagonists in the city culture, and it is hard to 

separate cultural and economic factors from each other before and after capitalism 

(Küçükerman, Mortan, 2007). Artisans and merchants are always clustered in these 

bazaars. The Ottomans systematized bazaars, which were also common in Seljuk times, 

with rules for opening and closing of shops. The shop numbers, artisan profession 

numbers, working, and living were made into rules. The Grand Bazaar in Istanbul has 

been a major economic and social center for centuries, with characteristics as mentioned 

for other bazaars. After the conquest of Istanbul by Fatih Sultan Mehmet, the Empire 

needed new institutions. It especially needed a new description of „product‟ in a wider 

perspective. Besides this, it needed to protect its productions, so the Grand Bazaar‟s 

covered structure was created in order to protect the economy. The Grand Bazaar was 

arranged as a large mechanism in order to keep product identity and economy alive. It 

gained value as an important economic project of the state. It was a symbol of power of 

the Empire (Küçükerman, Mortan, 2007). Established in 1454 under Ottoman Sultan 

Mehmet II (1451-81), the Grand Bazaar has for centuries served as Istanbul‟s 

commercial center and continues to operate as an important civic hub. Initially, the 

bazaar‟s site was chosen in accordance with settlement patterns of the Byzantine city in 

an area already established as an important center for trade (Peker, 2010). Between 

1560 and 1730, Istanbul was the largest metropolis in the world (Murphey, 1990). In the 

mid-seventeenth century, the vast majority of the population were craftsmen, who were 

active in generally one sector. Carpenters, tailors, weavers, masons, spinners, 

shoemakers, tanners, blacksmiths, and bakers filled the towns and cities (Yıldırım, 
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2006). The complex structure of the Grand Bazaar evolved over the centuries and 

reached its contemporary plan in 1701 with its Bazaar of 64 covered streets (Sönmez, 

1993; Erdenen, 1965). First, there were two Bedestens forming the nucleus of the 

Bazaar: Inner Bedesten and Sandal Bedestan (Gülersoy, 1972).  

The location of the Istanbul Bedesten, the first section of the bazaar (adjacent to the 

Imperial Road, now Divan Yolu), thus maintained old patterns of trade but altered the 

mode through which trade was administered and taxed. Under the Ottomans, the bazaar 

began to operate under the auspices of the vakıf (pious foundation) system, whereby the 

vakıf facilitated the construction of the bazaar through funds drawn from charitable 

endowments and then went on to collect rents from tradesmen. These pious foundations, 

„were created in the towns and cities of the Ottoman Empire in early times by the 

sultans, their mothers, and high-ranking state officials. Being financially as well as 

administratively autonomous, these foundations were responsible for the construction of 

the cultural and commercial complexes in conquered cities (Yıldırım, 2008). Funds 

generated from rents were in turn used to support the work of the pious foundations, 

including the bazaar‟s upkeep, financial support for schools, hospices, and soup 

kitchens, and maintenance of the city‟s mosques.  

Fig. 5.5.1.1.The Istanbul city in 16. Century and Istanbul Covered Bazaar(6) (Matrakçı, Nasuh. 1536)  
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The Cevahir Bedesten (jewelry Bazaar), the 

oldest portion of the bazaar, was established to 

generate financial resources for the Ayasofya 

Mosque. The bazaar was thereby part of a 

broader civic economic ecology that supported 

educational, religious, and commercial 

components of city life (Inalcık, 1969). 

Sandal Bedestan was built by Fatih Sultan 

Mehmet after he had had the Old Bedestan 

constructed. It is situated on the east side of the 

Grand Bazaar. This Bedestan is covered with 

twenty domes. At present, it is being used as the 

municipal auction room of the Istanbul 

Municipality. In old days, it was a Bazaar in which very precious materials were sold. 

In fact, it got its name from a very fancy and precious kind of fabric called “sandal”. 

Evliya Çelebi; write about the successful provision security of the bedesten, and 

praising the guards of Bedesten: "They are so reliable man (bedesten shopkeepers 

guards), bazaar career with cabinets open mold nice Egyptian treasures of jewels and 

Almighty on account of the precious stone-Almighty knows, the square lies, never hand 

drive this is". Charles White also mentions a housekeeper who gives the money 

received from those who cheat on the rules in the bedesten, a cashier who gives the 

Fig 5.5.1.3. The Jevahir Bedestae in 17. Century (Isac, Jaspar. 1654) (Ref: WEB_ 12) 

Fig 5.5.1.2.  Istanbul Grand Bazaar  

(Ref: EILAEI, V. Archive) 
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order to the Bazaar, and six superiors. 

(Inalcık, 1997) Istanbul Bazaar is built in 

a centralized form and there is no other 

space inside the bazaar except for the 

Raste Bazaars and some Serays. Other 

spaces discussed in Tabriz Bazaar, such 

as residential, educational, health, 

religious functions, etc., that all of them 

are located into the Bazaar complex 

while in the Istanbul Bazaar all of them 

are located outside the Bazaar area. There are a total of 21 entries to the Grand Bazaar. 

Bazaar gates have more public access to the surrounding streets, and more people enter 

the Bazaar from that entrance. Tourist guides come to tourist groups near the identified 

gate like the Nuru Osmaniye gate. The routes that have become the main ways are more 

crowded, which caused changed original jobs. For example, golden retailers switch to 

photography, spices, and souvenirs. Most of the visitors to Istanbul Bazaar are non-

natives and include tourists. which seems a function of the bazaar switch to a museum 

aspect. Of course, this theory needs further research.  

5-5-2- Bursa Grand Bazaar 

Bursa is the most typical example of Turkish urbanism not only in terms of bazaar but 

also in its entirety. It is the most important city in the Turkish city, which reflects the 

bazaar order best, how the structures with different functions are fused with each other 

and the neighborhood formations are exhibited (Cezar, 1985). Bursa bazaar combines 

security with its proximity to the castle, the feature of being a suitable land to form a 

straight line in terms of topography, and the feature of being in the center in terms of the 

development status of the city (Cezar, 1985). The construction of the bazaar, on the 

other hand, was shaped around the vaulted "uzun bazaar", which extends in a straight 

line from the covered bazaar, which is the core of the Ottoman Turkish bazaar, to the 

Koza Han gate towards the west (Cerasi, 1999). In addition to monumental structures 

such as inns, caravanserais, mosques, and baths, other bazaars, some of which are in the 

form of arasta, are lined up around this long bazaar street. Madrasahs, on the other hand, 

are often not included in the bazaar, but with the growth of the bazaar, they stayed in or 

Fig 5.5.1.4.  Istanbul Grand Bazaar Plan  

(Ref: Cezar,1983) 
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Fig. 5.5.2.1-2. Stores in Bursa Bazaar in the Past (Ref: Bağbancı, 2007) 

near the bazaar (Cezar, 1985). According to archival records, Bursa bazaar has 

undergone many changes over time due to fires and earthquakes, and some of the 

previously closed places were uncovered and some open ones were covered (Ayverdi, 

1969). Bursa inns are generally two-storey masonry structures with alternating walls, 

with a courtyard in the middle. The inner courtyards of most inns are surrounded by 

porticoes. The Bazaar of Bursa has retained its originality as far as it could. But, the 

weak point of Bursa Bazaar is the ratio of Tabriz Bazaar in the renovation and 

reconstruction of shops in the communication sections between khans and caravanserais 

(communication route). This has caused the Bursa Bazaar complex to lack spatial 

integrity character. 

 

  

Fig. 5.5.2.3. Bursa Bazaar Center Restitution  

prepared by A. Gabriel (Ref: Bağbancı, 2007: 109) 
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5-5-3- Kayseri Grand Bazaar 

"Kayseri Grand Bazaar, one of the oldest bazaars in Turkey, is located within the castle 

walls and began to form in the middle of the 15th century, when Kayseri fell under 

Ottoman rule. Bazaar 12th century in the area that the people of Kayseri call İçeri Şehir 

(inner city) The Great Mosque, which remained from the Danishmend administration, 

and the Seljuk Pervane Bey Madrasa, whose foundations were later unearthed and 

located in the Grand Bazaar, and the outer castle fortification gate, the present  From the 

Fig. 5.5.2.4. The Development of the Commercial Structures of the City of Bursa  

from the Castle to the River (Ref: Bağbancı, 2007: 109) 

Fig. 5.5.3.1-2. The Kayseri Grand Bazaar and Its Surroundings  

the Silhouette of the Castle from 1929-30 (Gabriel, 1931) 
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15th century to the 19th century, sections were 

formed in the area up to the Meydan Gate located in 

the place of Bürüngüz Mosque. The first building in 

the bazaar complex is the Bedesten. The beginning of 

the formation of the Grand Bazaar with its shops, the 

Ottoman Sultan II. By Mustafa Bey, who was one of 

Beyazid's close servants and was appointed as the 

Governor of Kayseri during his time, the Bedesten 

and its environs It started with the structuring of the 

shops.” (Çayırdağ, 2006)  

With the expression of Cezar (1985), Kayseri Grand 

Bazaar, which was registered by the Kayseri Cultural 

and Natural Heritage Preservation Board in 1975, consists of a series of streets covered 

with barrel vaults that intersect at right angles and parallel to each other in the southwest 

corner of the castle (citadel), and in the west direction, and has a grid plan. Additional 

streets were built in the Bazaar in certain periods. He had the additional shops built by 

Kadi Burhanettin (who was a judge in Kayseri during the reign of Suleiman the 

Magnificent) in 1548. As it can be understood from the charter, the Long Bazaar, 

Neccas, Kazzazlar, Keçeciler, Jewelers bazaars were formed at that time. Also, since the 

Bazaar is closed, there are no bets. In other words, the distance between the shops is in 

the form of an open road, and there are also snow fields between the shops where the 

snow falling in winter is thrown. (Çayırdağ, 2006) “In the fire of 1729, the shops of the 

Kadı Mahmut foundation were burned 

and new ones were built in their place. 

It gained its current shape and plan 

after the fire in 1871 and was built as a 

closed house. The old craftsmen groups 

took their places in the new bazaar and 

the streets were named accordingly.” 

(Çayırdağ, 2006) At the beginning of 

the 20th century, commercial activity 

in the Grand Bazaar also decreased Fig. 5.5.3.4. The Kayseri Grand Bazaar 

Reconstruction 1950- 1957. [Url.13] 

Fig. 5.5.3.3. The Kayseri Grand 

Bazaar.1982-85. (Sönmez, F.) 
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during the period when the World War I was 

experiencing difficulties throughout the country. After 

the men went to war, shops were allocated to the 

women in the street called "Women's Bazaar", which 

still exists today, for the men fighting in the front in 

the bazaar. Kayseri Bazaar was so famous in the past 

that according to a tradition in Iranian Bazaars, the 

important space of the bazaar was named Qaisariya.  

Precious goods were bought and sold there.  

5-6- Results of Chapter 5 

Bazaars served as the backbone of towns in the 

Sassanid period. A bazaar began from the city's 

downtown, continued to faubourg, and shaped the neighborhoods along its path. The 

bazaar was the heart of the city, and the plaza connected to the bazaar changed  into a 

place for socio-economic activities (Habibi, 2008). Historically, the Sassanid era was 

the most important one. This era saw the emergence of an urbanization system in the 

form of Sharestan, which included Kohandege (the towers and bulwarks of the town) 

and quarters and alleys (bazaar, entrance gates, residential districts of ordinary people, 

and the royal zone) in the Shahrestan area of Isfahan (Salehi et al., 2012). The bazaar 

emerged in this era in its present form and is the place where each trade product sold or 

produced is localized in a particular section (Keshavarzian, 2009). In the Islamic world, 

the city was divided into three districts: Sharestan (middle city), Kohandege (outside 

city), and Rabaz (bazaar) (Soltanzadeh, 1983). The Jame mosque, Madrasah (religious 

school), Caravansary, and bathhouses are among the numerous public spaces built in the 

middle city (Heidari, 2012). The bazaar in the early Islamic era was designed in the 

Sassanid method (Saraie, 2011). In this period, bazaars were important for city 

formation and structure. A number of factors played decisive roles in shaping the form 

of an Iranian city. 

In this period, bazaars were important for city formation and structure. A number of 

factors played decisive roles in shaping the form of an Iranian city. In general, these 

factors included the following: natural laws, religious and cultural beliefs, as well as 

social and economic principles (Saoud, 2002). The main span of a bazaar opened to a 

Fig. 5.5.3.5. The Kayseri Grand 

Bazaa. [Url.13] 
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grand plaza and spread its branches to the city. The city's neighborhoods are arranged 

around this complex according to their social, economic, and cultural position (Habibi, 

2008). In the Safavid Empire, the Jame mosque, bazaar, political and social centers, and 

residential spaces created an integrated complex, each with its own personality in the 

hierarchy of urban spaces (Soltanzadeh, 1983). (Fig. 5.6.1) 

The Ottomans systematized bazaars, which were also common in Seljuk times, with 

rules for opening and closing of shops. In Turkish culture “Bazaar”  means more than a 

production or a shopping place. It is valued for its artisans, who are the protagonists in 

the city culture, and it is hard to separate cultural and economic factors from each other 

before and after capitalism (Küçükerman, 2007). Artisans and merchants are always 

clustered in these bazaars.  

The results of the comparison of Tabriz Bazaar with other Bazaars are as follows: 

 Variety  of architectural elements and functions in the Tabriz historic bazaar is a 

completeness complex compared with the Isfahan Bazaar. 

 Yazd Bazaar is formed of separate collections and does not have the integrity 

same as Tabriz Bazaar. 

 Changing the main route (intercity transit route) of the streets leading to Zanjan 

Bazaar has reduced commercial prosperity.  

Fig. 5. 6. 1.  The Bazaar structures in different periods of History (Ref: Pourjafar and others ) 
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 Conservation of buildings in the Bazaar of Tabriz  do with  par ticipation of 

trademens and government , but the protection of  Qazvin Bazaar is done by the 

government. 

 Other spaces discussed in Tabriz Bazaar, such as residential, educational, health, 

religious functions, etc., that all of them are located in the Bazaar complex. In 

contrast, in the Istanbul Bazaar, all of them are located outside the Bazaar area.  

 The weak point of Bursa Bazaar is the ratio of Tabriz Bazaar in the renovation 

and reconstruction of shops in the communication sections between khans and 

caravanserais (communication route). This has caused the Bursa Bazaar 

complex to lack spatial integrity character. 

 Kayseri Grand Bazaar did reconstruction in 1950-1957, and  it is not very old. 

Also, it does not have a place diversity of bazaar spaces and only has the raste  in 

the Kayseri Bazaar region. 

 *Integration of functions of commercial and social spaces in Tabriz Bazaar. 

 *All spaces and functions are active from the past to the present day. 

 *Public participation in the protection and restoration of Bazaar spaces.  

The dynamic status of the Bazaars has been considered based on features such as the 

commercial centrality of the city and the degree of reception of tourists and city 

residents to the Bazaar. Bazaars are classified into three categories: excellent, good, and 

fairly good. (Table.5.6.1) 
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Table. 5. 6. 1.  Comparison Bazaars with the Tabriz Grand Bazaar Survey (Ref: Author) 
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Chapter 6. 

ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL 

STRUCTURE OF THE CASE STUDY (NORTHERN 

PART OF THE TABRIZ GRAND BAZAAR) 

    

      In order to determine the current social structure of the bazaar, in addition to the 

survey conducted with business owners and users who have experienced the area, 

interviews were conducted regarding the past and present social life of the bazaar, 

which has a workplace in the bazaar for several generations. After the data obtained 

from the survey were cast in the Excel 2016 program, they were transferred to the IBM. 

SPSS. Statistics. 26.0 program and the results were determined. For all users who were 

evaluated in the questionnaires, their comments on the physical and social nature of the 

area, their ownership of the work area, their approaches to protection, and their 

differences were evaluated. Charts were prepared with the SPSS. program for the 

density of the social structure and the data obtained from the relations of the questions 

with each other. The study zone, with an area of about 62,908 square meters and more 

than 558 shops with 40 types of Guild categories diversity, is located in the Northern 

part of the Tabriz Bazaar Complex.  Among the shops, some are empty and some have 

been used as warehouses. The shops that were built in the middle of the Sahib-ul-Amr 

Meidan did not have enough original quality to be examined. because They were built 

new and new materials and metal structures were used. Therefore, the 300 stores were 

selected for examination. Due to the in-person visit to complete the questionnaires in 

the shops, the selected questions needed to be retrieved and changed several times.  

Because of the existence of specific cultural conditions in the bazaar, some questions 

for the businessmen were seen as a security issue or funny or unimportant. By studying 
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the type of writing and the rate of answering questionnaire questions, useful and 

interesting psychological findings are possible in understanding tradesmen. (Fig. 6.1-2) 

Fig. 6. 2. Sample o f  Survey  Questionnaire filled  

(Current social structure and Physical Structure of the Case Study Zone) 

Fig. 6. 1. Sample o f  Survey  Questionnaire filled  

(Current social structure and Physical Structure of the Case Study Zone) 
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6-1- Social Status of Tabriz Grand Bazaar 

Tabriz Grand Bazaar as a perfect sample of the trade complex has been a place for 

various opinions transactions and was a center for social activities. This complex has 

the best perfect social organizations in the world and its social management has lasted 

up to now. The Bazaar of Tabriz is the best social-economical system, because people 

have had a main role in establishing, conserving, and restoration of the Bazaar. 

(People's contribution).  

Tabriz complex is an integrated system, which has been constructed through a  

neighborhood of various elements. In fact, due to the bazaar's multidiscipline, human 

relationships have been facilitated and turned this complex into the perfect commercial–

cultural complex in the world, which contains commercial centers, schools, mosques, 

baths, and libraries.  

A variety of transactions and social activities in the bazaar of Tabriz is considered 

unique, in such a manner that we can see the appearance of transactions and social 

activities in various and integrated architecture, which has turned it into the best design 

of bazaar architecture in the world.  

The Bazaar's area has been impressed by the religious beliefs of the society's ideology 

who wish for freedom, avoiding deceit, hypocrisy and selecting the best ones.  The 

central goal of society of Iranian-Islamic Bazaar, is gaining the most legitimate profit 

through trading which is gleamed in its architectural body and various special variety. 

Sparkled by the physical frame of the bazaar, is cultural and religious spirit of the 

bazaar, which turned it into a holy place. Existence of several schools and mosques in 

this complex shows that merchants keep their religious belief during all processes of 

Fig. 6. 1. 1. and 2. Socio-Cultural Activ ities in Tabriz Bazaar  (Religious / National Celebration)  

 (Ref: [WEB_17 and WEB_6]) 
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trade. The close relationship between schools, mosques, and commercial spaces in 

Tabriz bazaar is unique relative to the rest of the world.  

The Relationship of social affairs with commerce was in such a manner that, in addition 

to economic activities in the bazaar; it was a center for political and cultural activities 

too. Traders were always an integrated community, who negotiate social matters with 

their own beliefs. Tabriz Bazaar is a perfect sample of a trade complex that has been a 

place for opinion transactions and was a center for social activities. In the cultural and 

social aspects, the bazaar of Tabriz has been a large center for broadcasting news. News 

and information were entered the main bazaar from all religious, educational, 

administrative, and economic centers such as (Jāme Mosque), (religious schools), 

(government), (guilds, and chambers). The neighborhood of chambers and lack of 

windows and doors, (inner bazaar), has made traders very intimate. Here, we can see the 

effect of architecture's frame on establishing social interactions. Establishing all kinds 

of social and common ceremonies such as celebrities and mourning in the bazaar:  

Official decorating of a bazaar, on the occasion of happy celebrations, religious and 

national ceremonies, and entertaining foreign guests, increases the bazaar's importance. 

Bazaar of Tabriz as the most important cultural-economical complex has many various 

guilds and occupations, and due to the presence of numerous people with various 

cultures, there are many social and cultural interactions in this complex. The presence of 

numerous people in this bazaar and their interactions have created a certain and unique 

culture, which is one of the remarkable features of this complex.  

Fig. 6. 1. 3. Socio-Cultural Activ ities in Tabriz Bazaar 

 (Religious Ceremonies), (Ref: Vahid EILAEI-2020) 
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6-1-1- Social and Cultural Life  

The Bazaar of Tabriz as an economic and social system follows the City's social model. 

This means that establishing both the social system and spatial structure leads to a social 

environment that affects individual and public behavior and effects individua l and 

public characteristics. On the other hand, the bazaar of Tabriz is a place for the 

interaction of opinions and encountering the various customs, which have affected each 

other. This affecting and relationship in a traditional society organizes a potential power 

that joins cultural, social, and historical fields, and also makes spiritual and cultural 

spaces. In studying and surveying the bazaar and its behavior, we can find that religion 

and family has a significant role in the activity of the bazaar.  

The side of the economic aspect of the bazaar, religion's role is very determinant. The 

existence of mosques, religious schools, and shrines in the bazaar, certify this claim that 

traders always keep their religious and cultural aspects and respect them.  When 

somebody enters a bazaar, space, and environment affects him/her, in such a manner 

that he has entered a holy place. This religious spirit makes him respect all ritual affairs. 

Kinship is also one of the main factors for joining people and traders, in order to reach 

confidence and tranquility. Moreover, the Bazaar of Tabriz has had a commercial and 

economic function in cultural and social aspects, it has a central role in disseminating 

cultural views, because the industry has been established in the bazaar and conveyed to 

students and children. Also, the bazaar's cultural features were conveyed to homes, 

alleys, and towns and broadcasted the culture and living society. Therefore, we can say 

that admitting the culture is dependent on the bazaar and this large community has had a 

central role in creating the culture. The Bazaar of Tabriz is considered the core and heart 

of Tabriz, which has been outlined by the effect of the environment's ideology and 

constructors' interests. It lasted in the course of its historical evolution in terms of 

economic and social parties, and each time, it changed the basis of demand. Therefore, 

we find out that the architectural body of the bazaar has been organized on the basis of 

various necessities and conditions.  

Actually, The Tabriz Bazaar went through various ups and downs, but from the 13th 

century till the present, it has kept its sociocultural identity. The Tabriz Bazaar 

dismantled social strata and eliminated class distinctions. The close ties that exist 

between tradesmen, rohaniyun, and locals in this bazaar create a particular 
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communicational system in the city's social structure; as a result, the bazaar is regarded 

as the primary social setting for group discussions and choices. Any political, religious, 

or economic action would only be carried out there in accordance with a common 

agreement. The Tabriz Bazaar has long had a close connection to Iranian history. The 

Tobacco Protest, the nationalization of the oil trade, and the struggle against Reza Khan 

are only a few examples of the Tabriz Bazaar's significant social influence in the 

political sphere. Iran's Constitutional Revolution, which took place between 1905 and 

1907, also rose to prominence as a major social hub. The bazaar in Tabriz demonstrates 

how the close ties between the bazaar and tradition and religion helped to establish it as 

the city's cultural center. One of the most significant rituals in Tabriz city was the 

mourning for Emam Houssien's martyrdom throughout the month of Muharram.  

During this rite, the Tabriz bazaar served as the primary gathering spot for all of the 

villages. However, despite the fact that the essence of this ceremony in the Tabriz 

bazaar is wholly dependent on religion, its glory, and magnificence are unmistakably 

indicative of the bazaar's dominance in the social and community spheres.  

6-1-2- Social Survey  

About three hundred questionnaires were completed to know the studied area's social 

and cultural situation. The social structure of the Tabriz Bazaar has reached a position 

where the socio-economic system can be identified in the critical activities of the 

Bazaar. One of the actual results is the primary role of salesmen in protecting and 

conserving the Bazaar (People's Contribution). Also, various social and public 

ceremonies, such as national ceremonies and mourning, were established in the Bazaar 

Table 6.1.2.1. Some Social Survey in Tabriz Bazaar (Ref: Author) 



97 

and daily business activities. Also, the social solidarity of the artisans is to the extent 

that they can change the decisions and government laws with the protest of the 

shopkeepers. (Table 6.1.2.1.) 

According to the data analysis results of this research, the physical spaces built in the 

Tabriz Bazaar complex have social and cultural functions directly or indirectly. The 

main ones are religious spaces like mosques and shrines. Regarding the economic 

aspect of the Bazaar, religion's role is very determinant. The existence of mosques, 

religious schools, and shrines in the Bazaar, certify this claim that traders always keep 

their religious and cultural aspects and respect them. The necessity of cleanliness for 

worship in Islamic society made the baths (Hammams) one of the essential structures in 

daily life and even considered mosques by the society. (İbrahimgil, 2018, 116) The 

existence of the hammams near mosques Inside the Bazaar, as sanitary spaces proves 

the previous sentence. Also, educational spaces such as Medrese and libraries inside the 

Bazaar. Sports spaces like the traditional sports building. Public spaces include squares 

(Meidan) inside the Bazaar, courtyards of caravanserais, and passageways (Raste). The 

formation of the discussed spaces next to each other in the first view created a robust 

social space, and the second view was a physical space That responded to the trade of 

daily needs of Bazaar visitors. (Table 6.1.2.2.) 

 

 
These types of spaces are referred to as "public benefit" spaces in the religion of Islam 

and among salesmen. That is, spaces that do not have personal benefits, and their 

 

 

Tabriz Historic 

Bazaar Complex 

Religious Spaces 

(Mosques & Shrines) 

Sanitary Spaces 

(Hammams ) 

Sports Spaces 

(Traditional Sports ) 

Public Spaces 
(Meidan & Courtyards 

& Raste) 

Educational Spaces 
(schools & libraries) 

Table 6.1.2.2. The Social and Physical St ructure in a Single Form (İntegrity) in the Tabriz Bazaar Spaces 

 (Ref:  Author) 
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benefits and their uses are available to the general public. In order to protect these 

spaces, there is an innovative method called Waqf / endowment of property, where the 

income from the services of the spaces is used for the maintenance and repair costs of 

the building. For this reason, buildings are protected from being destroyed. It is better to 

use this intelligent system to protect any historical structure.  

6-1-3-Endowed / Waqf (وقف) in Tabriz Bazaar as a Unique Cultural Feature 

The waqf, Islam's distinctive form of confidence, is another contributor to the economic 

achievements of the Islamic world and also to its subsequent economic pause. From the 

eighth century to modern times, beyond law and order, Muslim-governed states 

explicitly offered few public goods. They left the provision of public goods primarily to 

decentralized waqfs established. 

Several sultans, emirs, and great men of state were of great significance for the 

establishment of many Waqfs at the scientific, medical or caring level. These efforts 

were most often personal and nonofficial. However, the great imperial waqf of the 

Ottoman period is the product of an urban-development program that simultaneously 

changed the architectural landscape and shaped the growth of the fabric infrastructure. 

Where the reasons for the political elites' dedication to the establishment of waqfs were 

always personal, their acts nevertheless played a significant religious, science, and 

cultural role in all areas of our society: mosques (masjid, jämi s), Koranic schools 

(madrasas), zawiyas and khanaghas. The waqf subsidized hospitals (bimaristans) play a 

significant role in medicine and education growth (Sroor, 2010). Usually, the guild 

provided waqf money supporting local mosques, not only out of piety but also in 

support of the religious authorities (Gharipour, 2012). 

6-1-4- Demographic Structure 

The historicity of the physical structure of the Bazaar can also be seen in the guilds and 

their inhabitants. The point to consider is the gradual replacement of young shopkeepers 

with the oldest shopkeepers who have lived in the Bazaar for many years with 

shopkeepers and guilds. According to the results of the questionnaires and survey work, 

the change in age group among the guilds can be considered a threat to the protection 

and authenticity of the Bazaar Therefore, a change in the views of young shopkeepers 

towards the lack of modern intervention in Bazaar spaces should accompany these age 

changes. 
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In the analysis of the questionnaires, we found an essential difference in the type of 

answers to the questions of the two groups of shop owners and shop tenants, which can 

measure their dependence on and belonging to the Bazaar place. The owners have used  

more details in answering the questions, while the tenants have responded to the 

questions superficially. (Table 6.1.4.1.) 

In the survey of the age group of marketers, most of them are between 26 and 50, which 

make up about 39 percent of the whole. Likewise, 13% are in the age group of 0-25, 

33% are in the age group of 51-75 years, and 16% are in the age group of 76-100 years. 

Regarding the distribution of ownership obtained, it can be found that 57% are Owners,  

Table 6.1.4.1. Some Demographic and Social Survey in Tabriz Bazaar (Ref: Author) 
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34% are Tenants, 8% are Endowments, and 1% are Government. 

In response to the question "How many years have you been here?" the highest amount 

is 42% who have been doing business in the Tabriz Bazaar for 26 years or more. In the 

same way, from the highest to the lowest: 26% have been doing business in the Bazaar 

for 1-5 years, 19% from 11-25 years, and 13% between 6-10 years. 

In response to the question "How is your relationship with your neighbors?" The highest 

rate is 65% who have a good relationship with their neighbors, the lowest value is 2% 

who have a poor relationship, 19% have a medium relationship and 14% have a very 

good relationship.  

In response to the question "Would you restore the bazaar if you had the financial 

power?" 79% of them answered Yes and 21% answered No. This answer shows the 

emotional belonging of marketers to the space in which they are engaged in business.  

The positive answer of the majority of the tradesmen to this question shows their 

interest in the historical spaces. And this is the main reason for Tabriz Bazaar to be alive 

until today. This relationship between the tradesmen and the historical atmosphere of 

the Bazaar has continued from the old generation to the new generation.  

6-1-5- Guilds, Professions, and Crafts 

In the surveys of the businesses and professions active in the studied area of the Bazaar, 

there are about 40 different jobs. Some of these jobs are authentic and have existed 

since ancient times until today, and some of them have been created according to the 

changing living conditions of society and new needs.  

 New jobs have advantages and disadvantages, and some of them harm the physical and 

qualitative structure of the Bazaar.  

 Dispersion Guilds, Professions, and Crafts are like: Wool & Cotton, Copper Store, 

Carpet, Dairy, Shoe Workshop, Shoe Shop, Shoe Accessories, Grocery & Nuts, 

Herbalist, Sugar shop, Confectionery, Aleppo shop, Commerce Office, Butcher, Honey 

Shop, Fabric Store, Gunny & Sack Store, Knife Store, Dates Shop, Foodstuffs, 

Stationary, Restaurant, Egg Shop, Bank, Shirt Production, Socks Production, Paint & 

Glue, Painter, Beans, Plastic & Nylon, Warehouse, Fruits & Vegetables, Tool shop, 

Boutique, Electrical Appliances, Household, Beans (Rice & Tea), Tea & Hookah, 

Cosmetics, Chichen Sales Stores, and etc. (Table 6.1.5.1-2) 

 



101 

  

Table 6. 1. 5. 2. Distribution of Guilds Relative to Places  in Graf (Ref: Author) 

Table 6. 1. 5. 1. Distribution of Guilds Relative to Places (Ref: Author) 
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The state of goods in the Bazaar  

Presenting Goods Producing Goods 

Domestic 

Products 

Foreign 

Products 

Production 

workshops out-

side the Bazaar 

Production 

workshops in-side 

the Bazaar 

Table 6.1.5.3. The State of Goods in the Bazaar (Ref: Author) 

 

According to the analysis of the results of the questionnaires, the emergence of 

abnormal jobs in the Bazaar has happened for two reasons:  

1. The existence of the chaotic economic situation of the society.  

2. Incorrect government decisions in establishing trade union executive laws.  

The increase in chicken sales stores is one of these abnormal examples in the Shotorban 

Bazaarche. In the usual case, the issuance of a license to obtain piped water for specific 

uses has been done. However, with the insistence of some shopkeepers to the water and 

sewerage department of the region, water has been given to most of the shops in 

Shotorban Bazaar. This incorrect decision and without study has caused most of the 

shops that had low-income jobs to change their use and choose to sell chicken. This 

change has destroyed the originality of the Bazaar and caused move circulation 

problems, and adversely affected the visual face of the Bazaar. Other results obtained in 

this research are this; some jobs have been eliminated or weakened over time, so 

measures should be taken to rehabilitate the lost jobs. Also, define policies to reinstate 

the originality of the job associated with the Bazaar architectural elements in the past 

(such as the Kishmish-chilar Sarasi, and the Misgar- lar Rastasi (Copper)). In old times, 

the occupation that existed in an architectural place in the Bazaar had an influence on 

the naming of that place. For this reason, in order to revive this naming tradition and 

show the authenticity of the use of that space, executive policies must be carried out to 

return this naming tradition. If it is not possible to implement this policy, at least some 

shops should be symbolically returned to the main job.  This work requires access to 

original documents and objects used in the old days in those shops.  Professions that 

previously existed and did their work from raw materials to product production in the 

Bazaar should be reactivated. For example, all shoe and carpet production stages are  

still done inside the Bazaar. The state of goods in the Bazaar can be divided into two 

categories. (Table 6.1.5.3) 
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6-1-6- Public Participation in Conservation  

By identifying and analyzing the method of protection in the Bazaar of Tabriz, we came 

to the conclusion that the main factor of Bazaar protection is the participation of people 

in the protection of the Bazaar of Tabriz. This issue has become a common culture 

among guilds and tradesmen over many years. This participation usually covers half of 

the costs for the government and the other half for the guilds. The result of this 

conservation culture is that the Bazaar has protected, and survived to this day.  

Analyzing this protective behavior of Bazaar residents, it is due to their sense of 

belonging to the place where they are engaged in business. According to the 

phenomenologists of human geography, the sense of belonging means a strong bond 

and an influential factor between people and the place and its components, this bond is 

in the form of It is positive and causes the expansion of the person's communication and 

interaction with the environment, and with the passage of time, it becomes deeper  

(Relph, 2022). 

In another view, a sense of belonging is a factor that transforms a space into a place 

with sensory characteristics and becomes a special behavior for special people. This 

feeling, in addition to causing a feeling of comfort from an environment, also causes 

people to achieve identity (Flahat, 2005). 

The topic discussed in the above sentences in the interview with people living in the 

Tabriz bazaar complex and visitors there, that is, having a deep emotional connection 

between people and the physical space of the bazaar, can be easily understood. In fact, 

the sense of belonging to a place can be understood in a very strong way in acquiring 

the Bazzar. 

In fact, the existence of this culture in the Bazzar from the distant past until today and 

its transmission to the present generation, which has caused the physical protection of 

the Bazzar, is one of the effective results of the sense of belonging to the place. This 

issue can be called a "Self-Protection System" whose presence in historical places saves 

them from being abandoned and destroyed. The mentioned reasons show a practical 

example of successful sustainable urban development.  

What threatens to reduce this type of protection is that in recent years, decisions in the 

form of government legislation have weakened public participation, and unions expect 
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the government to bear the costs of 

protection alone. For this reason, these 

types of wrong policies should be 

reviewed and corrected. 

In confirmation of the existence of a 

strong sense of belonging in the Bazaar of 

Tabriz, there is an incident that happened 

in the previous years during the 

implementation of urban expansion plans 

and street constructions during the Pahlavi 

period. (Fig.6.1.6.1.) The extension of 

South Ferdowsi Street in the center of 

Tabriz to the north was planned from the 

middle of the historic Bazaar, which led to the destruction of the Bazaar buildings and 

separated the Bazaar into two parts.  The implementation of this plan was met with 

resistance from the tradesmen, so the continuation of the street construction was not 

implemented, and the beginning of the street, which had been destroyed, was rebuilt and 

became the main entrance to the Bazaar. (Fig.6.1.6.2.) 

Fig. 6.1.6.2. Building the facade of the Tabriz Bazaar entrance from the south side  

(North Ferdowsi Street) after preventing the tradesmen from destroying the Bazaar in order  

to widen the street. (Ref: Url.18) 

Fig. 6.1.6.1. Aerial Photo of Tabriz Grand 

Bazaar-1956 (Ref:  Iran Mapping Organization) 
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6-1-7- Ownership and Lordship Law (مالکیت سرقفلی) 

Another important issue that played a role in the physical protection of the Bazaar is the 

existence of property law (Sargofli "سرقفلی" Ownership). This law has indirectly helped 

to protect the Bazaar structure. The law describes that in this law, a contract for the sale 

of commercial property is signed between the owner and the tenant. In this law, by 

purchasing a commercial property, a tenant becomes both an owner and a tenant and for 

this reason, the title of the property's bona fide owner is considered.  

In this type of ownership, a low amount of rent is paid to the original owner during the 

period of use. In this type of ownership, the owner of Sargofli without the permission of 

the original owner (lord owner) does not have the right to make main repairs, the right 

to rent the property to others, and the right to sell the property without permission of the 

original owner. To do each one, it is necessary to get permission from the main owner, 

and this restriction has caused the physical protection of the Bazaar because if any 

changes are made in the structure of the shop, it will cause the original owner to 

terminate the one-way contract and the owner can take back his property.  

In fact, in this way, a kind of indirect supervision is done to prevent damage to the 

building of commercial spaces in the Bazaar. Of course, it should be noted that this type 

of ownership can be bought with pay a cost. But because it costs a lot, it is not usually 

preferred. With the purchase of full ownership, all rights of the property are transferred 

to the buyer. 

This law originally deals with the issue of property rights, but based on the research 

conducted in this thesis on the local protection systems of the Tabriz Bazaar, we found 

out that the provisions of the Sargofli Law have unintentionally and indirectly caused 

the physical protection of the Bazaar. Because most of the provisions of this law are 

aimed at maintaining the building and preventing any destruction to the building.  

For example: when it snows on the roof of the shops, a Sargofli owner/tenant must clear 

the snow from the roof. Otherwise, if the snow damages the structure of the shop and 

destroys it, the original owner can claim the loss and take back the shop (without paying 

any fees). For this reason, a Sargofli owner always tries to take care of the structure of 

the shop. At the same time, this care protects the Bazaar. It seems that this protection 

system is unique in its kind. If research is done on all aspects of this law and its positive 
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Fig. 6.2.1.The area of Tabriz historical bazaar complex and Case Study Zone(Edited by Authors, Base Map fro m THBCB).  

 

and negative points are weighed, it can be used in the protection plans of historical 

districts of many countries.  

6-2- Physical Structure of Tabriz Grand Bazaar  

Tabriz Bazaar is a multi- functioned complex gathered into an integrated physical 

structure that the economy has shaped within the city. Various Mosques, Schools, 

Hammams, Caravanserais / Sara (commercial places), Khans, Hojreh (Shops), 

Workshops, Thimcha, Bazarche (Arcade), Raste Bazaar (covered roof alley with shops 

on both sides), Dalan, Charsug, Libraries, Yakhchal (ice house), Meidan, Shrines, and 

Tombs are gathered within the same area. Masses and open spaces are properly 

interrelated within the Tabriz Bazaar. Central courtyards (caravanserais/Khans) help to 

regulate the air and light in the interior spaces. Regarding earthquakes, these open 

spaces provide places of escape. Tabriz Bazaar is the largest brick structure formed by 

several smaller structures. Each building in Tabriz Bazaar has been constructed with 

special care. Structurally, all buildings of the Bazaar are connected and act as a single 

integrated structure. ( Fig. 6.2.1.) Due to this integrity, the Bazaar's structure acts as an 

anti-seismic safety system. The best way of utilizing the bridges that link the northern 



107 

Fig. 6.2.1.1. The Function of Physical Spaces  (Ref: Author) 

 

regions of the city, the Bazaar to the southern areas, can be seen in the Pol-Bazaar 

(Bazaar on the bridge). This phenomenon is also a prototype. 

6-2-1- The Function of Physical Spaces 

Tabriz Bazaar is a multi- functioned complex gathered into an integrated architectural 

structure that the economy has shaped within the city. Various Mosques, schools, 

hammāms, libraries, shrines, tombs, and squares are gathered within different shops, 

workshops, timches, and caravanserais (commercial places) in the same area. Masses 

and open spaces are properly interrelated within the Tabriz Bazaar.  

6-2-1-1- Dispersion of Functions  

According to the field surveys conducted in the studied section, the dominant use is 

related to commercial spaces. These spaces are divided into two 

types, high-quality and low-quality, in terms of historical 

authenticity and the materials used. Besides commercial 

functions, there are other functions including religious, 

government, health, educational, residential, and pedestrian 

(public function). All these functions are formed next to each 

other in an organically and sometimes linear way. (Fig. 6.2.1.1.) 
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The function is connected to each other through public ways and perform their daily 

activities with proper coordination.The variety of functions in the studied area has made 

more people visit this area. Because there is a small distance between them, human 

motion circulation is created in the space. All the mentioned functions are formed in the 

neighborhood of each other. The pause space in the middle of the movement space 

between the uses has strengthened the social exchanges of the region. There are also 

inelegant and awkward places among them. The shops built in the middle of Sahib-ul-

Amr Square are among the abnormal spaces that have damaged the main function of the 

square. The main function of this place has been related to social exchanges and 

temporary daily open-air bazaars; By building shops in the middle of the square, its 

function has been changed to commercial. An urban rehabilitation plan should be 

prepared to solve it. According to the investigations carried out in this research, some of 

the functions in the scope of investigation have been weakened. One of the function 

cases is the Sahib-ul-Amr collection. This complex includes a mosque, mausoleum, 

school, and museum. With the development and expansion of the city, the construction 

of streets has caused damage to this complex and its function has been impaired. in a 

way that the street passes through the middle of the courtyard of the complex and the 

buildings are separated into the eastern and western parts of the street. The difference in 

height code of the yard is the same in both parts, but the street code is about 2 meters 

higher than the level of the complex yard. (Fig. 6.2.1.2.) Encroachment of Sahib-ul-Amr 

Meidan is another change that has been made in the main function of the Meidan. By 

building heterogeneous structures, the main function of the Meidan has been affected.  

Fig. 6.2.1.2. Crossing the Street through the Courtyard of the Sahib-ul-Amr Complex with the 

Destruction of the Walls and Damage to the Main Function of the Complex (Ref: Author) 
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6-2-1-2- Private and Public Spaces 

The most important group of bazaars is the merchants, who are richer than other groups 

of bazaar. Older generation of merchants have had long recorded and experienced 

prosperity in the bazaar, and have high respect and social position within the bazaar. 

Merchants are purchasing and selling goods. Due to their affluence and position, they 

are able to enter any field, hence do not have any guild. We can say that specializing in 

trade, began from retailers, but what can be distinguished merchants from each other is 

their type of trade and religion. Retailers will organize the third group of a bazaar, and 

have experience in the special field and trade special good. In fact specializing in 

occupations began from retailers. They are expert in purchasing 

and selling special good, and purchase the product from a 

wholesaler and sell it at some profit. Retailers are middle class 

people, and become coordinated with the culture and the 

bazaar's tradition, participate in social and political living of the 

bazaar, have coordinated behaviors toward groups, and try to 

act conservatively.  

Fig. 6.2.1.2.1. Private and Public Spaces  (Ref: Author) 
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6-2-1-3- Ownerships of Spaces 

Wholesale dealers are put in the second situation of the Bazaars' groups, which are 

connecting the supply and not contemporary to the demand of the bazaar. In fact, they 

are strong suppliers in the country, especially in the townships, and they are central to 

the economy of a bazaar, and their role in the economy is crucial. Hence, they have a 

central role in social and political changes and celebrities. Wholesalers, who are 

traditional and very pious in doing religious duties, play a central role in social and 

economic aspects in the bazaar. Their permanent presence in the depth of a bazaar 

makes this role more significant. Warehousemen keep one or some stocks in the bazaar 

or sides of it. They live in the bazaar due to the type of their occupation. The storage 

charge is hereditary, and there are families who have done this occupation for years 

from generation to generation. Sometimes porters of a bazaar 

will be promoted to Warehouseman after hard efforts and 

gaining confidence. The essential condition for becoming a 

warehouseman is confidence, even if they have another religion 

except for Islam. They are responsible for the existing and 

entering the goods through arcades.  

Fig. 6.2.1.3.1. Ownerships of Spaces  (Ref: Author) 
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Fig. . 6.2.2.3. Mogharnas of the entrance 

porch (Iwan) of the Sahib -ul-Amr Mausoleum 

Fig. 6.2.2.2. Mogharnas of the entrance porch 

(Iwan) of the Akbariyeh School (by: Author) 

 

6-2-2- Aesthetics of Physical Spaces in the Grand Bazaar 

The arched and domed form of the Bazaar 

structure and traditional brick and plaster 

materials give the visitor a feeling of calm and 

silence when walking inside the Bazaar complex. 

(Fig. 6.2.2.1) Aesthetics are displayed in the 

bazaar spaces in different places, each in a 

different style. The common denominator of all 

of them is the observance of human proportions 

in the dimensions of the spaces by using 

symmetrical forms in the structural details of the 

building. Shops on both sides of the rows and 

bazaars with wooden showcases and beautiful 

forms remind the history and past of the city. The 

space is designed to induce a sense of movement 

and walking in the walker, which causes mobility and movement in humans and 

prevents them from getting tired. Also, Indoor and outdoor spaces are designed to meet 

visitors' needs in the open air. Mogharnas of the entrance porch (Iwan) of Akbariyeh 

School (Fig. 6.2.2.2) and the entrance porch (Iwan) of the Sahib-ul-Amr Mausoleum 

(Fig. 6.2.2.3), the most beautiful parts of the Bazaar. The turquoise tiles of the Hassan 

Padishah Mosque give human beings a spiritual and beautiful feeling. These tiles are 

made with mosaic techniques. This technique is one of the most critical and delicate 

methods in the art of Iranian tiling. 

Fig. 6.2.2.1. The Bricklay ing in the 

some of arches of the Tabriz Bazaar 

(by: Author) 
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6-2-3- Physical Structure Survey  

In order to check the physical structure of the studied area, a questionnaire was prepared 

with items related to the physical conditions in the body of the Bazaar. Some of the 

questionnaires were filled out by the residents of the Bazaar and some were recorded 

directly by an expert review and field visit. In conducting the research, the structures 

that have been added to the market in recent periods and are not of good quality were 

ignored. Because low-quality structures in the statistical results reduce the accuracy of 

the analysis. Also, shops that were empty and shops that were used as warehouses were 

excluded from the research. 

Before beginning the physical research, the maps of the studied site were updated and 

all spaces were numbered. In this way, the questionnaires could be addressed. 

In the presented questions, all the details related to the physical condition of shops, 

passages, and other architectural spaces were considered.  

From the results obtained from the surveys, the quality status of 44% of the shops was 

recorded as original and good. 32% are in need of restoration, 18% are in need of 

reconstruction, 4% are in need of renovation, and 2% are deemed unsuitable.  

Among the shops that were investigated, 71% of them are completely original, which 

shows the preservation of the originality of the architectural spaces of the bazaar.  

(Table. 6.2.3.1). 

An example of the filled questionnaires containing information about the structural 

situation of the Bazaar and individual information of the shopkeepers is shown in Table 

6.2.3.2. 

Table. 6.2.3.1. Physical Protection Quality Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  

Table. 6.2.3.5.1. Physical St ructure Originality Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.2. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [1/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.3. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [2/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.4. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [3/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.5. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [4/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.6. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [5/10], (Ref: Author)  



118 

  

Table. 6.2.3.7. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [6/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.8. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [7/10], (Ref: Author)  



120 

  

Table. 6.2.3.9. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [8/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.10. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [9/10], (Ref: Author)  
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Table. 6.2.3.11. Misgarlar Rastasi (Coppersmiths)  

Physical and Protection Quality Survey [10/10], (Ref: Author)  
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6-2-3-1- Arrangement of Shops 

The arrangement of shops in the row of Mesgaran Rasta follows a linear form. In such a 

way that the shops were arranged on both sides of a straight path and faced each other. 

The Rasta (passageway) is covered with the help of arches and brick domes.  

A hole is built in the center of the domes to illuminate the Rasta (passageway). The roof 

of the intersection of the arrangement of shops in the row of coppersmiths follows a 

linear form. In such a way that the shops were arranged on both sides of a straight path 

and faced each other. The Rasta (passageway) is covered with the help of arches and 

brick domes. A hole is built in the center of the domes to illuminate the passageway. 

The roof of the intersection of the paths is bigger and sometimes has brick decorations. 

The surface of the bricks is not covered and it is made like a brick with a white seam. 

(Fig. 6.2.3.1.1)  

The Shotoraban Bazaarchasi is made of three main and big rows and two small rows.  

The form of this bazaar is similar to the Mesgaran bazaar row. The shops were placed 

on two straight sides. The Rasta (passageway) is covered with an arch and a brick dome.  

Parts of this bazaar have access to side paths, and Seyed Ali Agha Mosque, Hemet Ali 

Caravanserai, and a bathhouse and a school lead to the bazaar. (Fig. 6.2.3.1.2) 

 Another type of arrangement of shops can be seen in Kishmishchiler Seray. The shops 

were located around a central courtyard. There is an access corridor in front of the first 

and second-floor shops. The main entrance to the space is possible from the southeast 

corner of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan. The shops in this house were built on three floors, 

which have separate entrances. In the center of Seray, there are some unusual shops that 

were built after the original date. This is bigger and sometimes has brick decorations. 

The surface of the bricks is not covered and it is made like a brick with white seams. 

Shotorban Bazaarchasi is made of three main and big rows and two small rows.  

The form of this bazaar is similar to Mesgaran bazaar row. The shops were placed on 

two straight sides. The Rasta (passageway) is covered with arch and brick dome.  

Parts of this bazaar have access to side paths, and Seyed Ali Agha Mosque, Hemet Ali 

Caravanserai, and a bathhouse and a school lead to the bazaar.  

  Another type of arrangement of shops can be seen in Keshmashchilar Seray. The shops 

were located around a central courtyard. There is an access corridor in front of the first 

and second-floor shops. The main entrance to the space is possible from the southeast 
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corner of Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan. The shops in this house were built on three floors, 

which have separate entrances. In the center of Sera, there are some unusual shops that 

were built after the original date. (Fig. 6.2.3.1.3) 

Fig. 6.2.3.1.2.  Davachi Bazarchasi (Plan, Section) 

Fig. 6.2.3.1.1.  Misgarlar Rastasi (Plan, Sect ion) 
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Fig. 6.2.3.1.3.  Kishmishchiler Seray (Plan, Section) 
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The typology done from the plan of the shops showed that there is no specific design 

and type, which can be presented as a fixed type. Due to the formation of the Bazaar 

over time and in an organic form, the dimensions of the shops have been formed 

according to the position created by the neighbors. The thing that can be seen in the 

plans are the walls that have been reduced in thickness and this poses a risk to the 

structure of the shops. (Fig. 6.2.3.1.4)  

Fig. 6.2.3.1.4.  Misgar-lar Store Plan Typology (Ref. Author - 2023) 
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6-2-3-2- Number of Floors  

What has been obtained from the examination of the shops, the spaces have different 

floors. Only 6% of the entire commercial complex has an underground. The low number 

is due to the presence of underground water due to the proximity of the area to the 

Mehran River.  

Most of the shops in the study area are one-story, which make up 78% of the statistics. 

Some shops have a mezzanine inside the shop, which are usually built in one-story 

shops. Of course, some of them are original. (Table. 6.2.3.2.1) 

The statistics for this kind of shop is 7%. Very few shops have three floors, all of which 

were added later and are illegal. This number is about 1% of the total.  

The type of materials used for shop flooring is divided into five categories. Stone floors 

are used in 34% of shops. 7% of the floor is Brick. 9% of shops have used wooden 

floors. 4% have installed tile floors and 46% of shops have used ceramic floors. (Table. 

6.2.3.2.2). 

 

6-2-3-3- Masonry Materials in Used 

The majority of the materials and materials used in the structures of the studied sector 

have been traditional building materials. Except in the cases where the original building 

was destroyed and the building was rebuilt, which illegally used new materials. These 

types of structures make up about 2% of the total buildings.  

About 44% of the structures of the investigated buildings have used brick materials. In 

this way, the wall is built as a load-bearing wall and the facade of the building is the 

same as the bricks used in the wall.  

Table. 6.2.3.2.2. Floor Material Type Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  

Table. 6.2.3.2.1. Number o f Floors Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  
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In about 40% of the buildings, their main structure is made of wood and the walls are 

filled with bricks. The facade of these shops is made of brick and plastered. 

The remaining 14% of the buildings used metal material and the main structure was in 

the form of a metal frame. In this type of building, the facades are either brick or 

plaster. (Table. 6.2.3.3.1) 

The interior of the shops is made in two dome and flat forms. Dome forms are made 

with brick structures and materials. Two materials, wood or metal, are used in flat 

forms. 

Plaster or lime coating is used to cover the surface of this type of roof. According to 

statistics, roofs with dome covers make up 30%, wooden flat covers 55%, and metal flat 

covers 15%. (Table. 6.2.3.3.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-2-3-4- Showcase Forming and Material  

Showcase in commercial units is considered one of its most important parts. The 

original storefronts consist of a front part, a fixed body, a movable body (entrance), and 

a shutter. The original showcases are made of wood. which is designed with appropriate 

divisions and has transparency with the help of glass and provides the possibility of 

displaying the goods inside the shop. According to the statistics obtained from field 

investigations, original wooden showcases are 17% of all commercial sectors, wooden 

showcases are 26%, metal showcases are 17%, aluminum showcases are 11%, and all-

glass showcases are 8%. And shops that have removed their storefronts and are without 

storefronts make up about 21%. (Table. 6.2.3.4.1) For stores that need repair and 

Table. 6.2.3.3.1. Number o f Floors Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  

Table. 6.2.3.3.2. Number o f Floors Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  
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restoration, the best type of showcase is wooden, for its design the showcase of nearby 

stores can be used. 

 

What ensures their security at night or when the shop is closed; The shutters are 

installed on the outer part of the showcases. According to the research, the shutters are 

divided into five types: the first type, which is considered original, is a wooden 

accordion type, which is made of rectangular pieces of wood and is placed on top of 

each other vertically with the help of hinges and divided into two They gather at the 

showcase. When closed, these shutters are locked diagonally with the help of two metal 

rods. This type includes about 14% of shutters. The next type is the same accordion 

model but with metal material which is about 20%. The third type, which has the most 

statistics, is the galvanized roll model, which includes about 52%. This model is 

executed in the original type from inside the shop. But today, it is installed from the 

outside and causes the destruction of the foundations of the shop structure, and it is 

visually abnormal.Another type of shutter is metal mesh, which makes up 3%, is usually 

used for shops with government uses, and has complete transparency when closed.  

  The last type is more preferred today; But it is prohibited in terms of protection laws, 

automatic shutters are electric, which includes about 11%. Visually, it does not match 

the historical atmosphere of the Bazaar and it is better to return it to its original state.   

(Table. 6.2.3.4.2) The typology of store showcases and shutters showed that there is no  

 

 

 

 

specified design and type that was used as a fixed type for repairs. Or for the shops that  

provide renovations, he offered to build a showcase.  Showcases are designed based on 

the type of shop entrance and its dimensions. In some shops, the top front part of the 

Table. 6.2.3.4.1. Vit rin / Showcase Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  

Table. 6.2.3.4.2. Store Shutter Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  
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entrance is also part of the showcase and is transparent (it has glass). The only thing 

common to all original showcases is the use of square and rectangular divisions in the 

design. Another thing they have in common is the use of wood material to make 

showcases. (Fig. 6.2.3.4.1)   

Fig. 6.2.3.4.1.  Typology of  Showcases in the Bazaar (Ref. Author - 2023) 
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6-2-3-5- Separation and Combination in Stores  

This event, which is called separation and collection, is actually prohibited in terms of 

harming the authenticity of the shops. But for some reason, it has been done over time. 

in separation; They separate a business unit from the middle into two separate parts with 

the help of different materials and they do the same thing in the shop window and its 

shutters. (Fig. 6.2.3.5.1) This destroys the visual and functional originality of the shop. 

According to the obtained statistics, about 25% of the shops are segregated. Most of this 

happens to shops that got ownership through inheritance.  

Another type; Combination takes place in shops, in such a way that more than one 

business unit is gathered together and the common walls are removed and the area of 

the shop is increased. (Fig. 6.2.3.5.2) This is also prohibited from the point of view of 

safety laws. In some cases, by removing and destroying the bearing foundations, they 

weaken the structural strength of the building. This type of damage includes about 4% 

of shops. (Table. 6.2.3.5.1) The rest of the shops are original and about 71%.  

 

Table. 6.2.3.5.1. Separation and Combination in Stores  Survey Statıstıc (Ref: Author)  

Fig. 6.2.3.5.2. Combination Type of Stores 

 in Shotorban Bazaarcha  
Fig. 6.2.3.5.1. Separat ion Type of 

Stores in Misgarlar Rastasi 
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6-3- Inconveniences and Problems in the Tabriz Grand Bazaar  

inconveniences and Problems of complex or monument are considered a disease that 

needs to be examined and treated. Sometimes the disease is destructive and requires 

immediate action, and sometimes it is not a dangerous disease and can be treated over 

time and with enough patience. Architects or conservation groups are in fact, the same 

Physicians and therapists, which are implemented by correctly identifying the 

information obtained from the surveys.  

According to the results of the analysis obtained from the studies (field observations and 

questionnaires), the problems and discomforts of the Bazaar can be divided into the 

following categories: Development, Structure, Tourism, Human, Economy, Protection 

& Restoration, Society & Culture, Politic, and Environmental (Natural) Elements.  

The weakness or strength of each of these causes changes in the normal life of the 

Bazaar. To better understand the content, an example from each category is briefly 

explained: 

Development; The high commercial importance of the Bazaar area has led to the 

construction of commercial passages near the Bazaar reign and has negatively affected 

the Bazaar's prosperity. 

Human: Some self- interested shopkeepers are damaging the core structure of their 

spaces in order to further their area. For example: to add to the area of the shop, the 

thick columns of the shop are shaved, and by doing so, the load-bearing structure of the 

arch and dome of the bazaar is weakened. (Fig. 6.3.1.) 

 

Fig. 6. 3. 1. The Thick Columns of the Shop Are 

Shaved (Ref: Author) 
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Structure: The proximity of modern commercial spaces (passages and commercial 

complexes) has caused the traditional spaces inside the Bazaar to be affected by them 

and modern and new materials are used in the Bazaar for repairs and renovations.  

Tourism: Due to the size of Tabriz Bazaar, conveniences are not enough for the comfort 

of tourists. For example, due to the international embargo against the banking affairs of 

Iran, all payments are possible only in cash, and this creates security problems for some 

tourists. 

Economy: According to the studies conducted in this study, the places have better 

protection situations than the places whose income level is declining. And this means 

the direct impact of the economy on the degree of structural protection of Bazaar 

spaces. 

Protection & Restoration: Improper protection decisions in the use of harmful materials 

in parts of the Bazaar, lead to gradual degradation. For example: using asphalt on the 

floor of some spaces, using a tar membrane (izogam) on the roof covering of some 

spaces. 

Society & Culture: The construction of shops with fixed structures in the middle of 

Sahib Abad Square (the northern part of the bazaar) has eliminated the holding of daily 

and periodic Bazaars. Prior to these changes, 

people from surrounding towns and villages came 

to the square to sell their goods, and social and 

cultural exchanges took place at the same time as 

the goods were traded. But today, the change in 

the space of the Meidan has reduced this cultural 

exchange. 

Environmental (Natural) Elements:  

The existence of moisture in the Bazaar ground 

(due to worn canalizations and surface water) 

damages the masonry materials of structures and 

causes gradual erosion of the physical structure of 

the Bazaar. This damage causes the architectural 

materials to freeze in the cold seasons of the year.  

(Fig. 6.3.2.) 

Fig. 6. 3. 2. Moisture Created  

by Rainfall Shaved (Ref: Author) 
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6-3-1- Changes in the Functions of the Shops  

Changing people's economic status and 

way of life reduces the use of some 

goods. Copper utensils are such items. 

The order of coppersmiths in Tabriz 

Bazaar, which in the past could hardly 

be crossed by the sound of producing 

copper utensils (about 20 years ago), 

today there are only a few coppersmith 

shops left and they are also sellers and 

do not produce goods. This carries the 

risk of losing this job and profession. 

Coppersmithing is not only a job but also an art because with simple tools, they can 

produce exquisite and practical utensils, and there is a unique style, namely the Tabriz 

copper smelting style. The artist hammering on copper sheets shows his art by 

producing functional utensils, and it is necessary to plan and plan for the revival of this 

art. This will both create employment and help revive faded art. 

Haj Qader, an 80-year-old man, (Fig. 6.3.1.2) says about the blacksmith Bazaar in 

Tabriz: "Only his name remains here, and the blacksmith has been closed here for 20, 

30 years." He answers about his work 

and profession: I have been in this 

profession since I was a child. He says 

that at one time this whistling and blind 

bazaar was crowded and had a lot of 

traffic. Usually the villagers and people 

of other cities who came to a straw 

bazaar and bought their wares stayed in 

the caravanserais that were there or in 

the same blacksmiths' bazaar and 

bought copper. 

Fig. 6.3.1.1. Copper Shop in Misgarlar Rastasi 

(Ref: WEB_14) 

Fig. 6.3.1.2. Copper Handmades Crafts man  

in Misgarlar Rastasi (Ref: WEB_15) 
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6-3-2- Existing Protection Defects 

Conservation in historical spaces and sites is a sensitive and important process that 

before any practical action, one should get enough knowledge about the space and after 

documenting the current situation and the pathology of the damaged parts, prepare a 

restoration plan. This plan can be implemented after the approval of the professors and 

experts of the Technical Council.  

One of the strong points of the protection system in the Bazaar of Tabriz is the system 

that is being carried out from the past until today, and that is the participation of the 

people in the restoration and protection of the Bazaar, which is jointly implemented by 

the board of trustees of the Bazaar spaces and the cultural heritage base. This 

participation is done in the form of 50% in public spaces, and in private spaces, i.e. 

inside the property, it is entirely the responsibility of the owner. The experts of the base 

are only assisted in getting the repair permit and restoration plan.  

This method, which has played the most important role in keeping Tabriz bazaar alive, 

is popular among bazaars as a culture.  

The structural and social condition of the bazaar is taken care of by the world heritage 

base of the Tabriz bazaar, which consists of professors and experts. This base is under 

the supervision of Iran's Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism Department. The 

Bazaar protection plan is prepared according to the management plan and is 

implemented in the base. The feedback on this base's presence in the Bazaar is 

sometimes negative and sometimes positive. One of its positive aspects is preventing 

any violation and damage to the Bazaar structure. And the other is in carrying out 

restoration operations for the damaged parts. Its most important task is to issue 

restoration and repair permits, which are done based on the revival of the originality of 

the bazaar. From the point of view of some Bazaar businesses, it is not enough speed of 

action in executive operations. Undoubtedly, the reason is the vastness of the Tabriz 

Bazaar. Also, unreviewed political decisions have had a negative impact on the 

administrative affairs of the Bazaar complex. For example, excessive government 

funding for the restoration of some Bazaar spaces has reduced public participation in 

Bazaar protection and restoration. For this reason, they are waiting for the government 

to take action to repair the damage, which has had a negative impact on the 

shopkeepers' sense of responsibility for protection.  
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Table 6. 4. 1.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Protection & Restoration Category) 

6-4- SWOT Analysis of Social and Physical Structure  

Before presenting any plan for the conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of urban 

spaces and historical monuments, detailed studies and surveys are needed. After the 

complete knowledge of the study space by various methods by experts, the required 

results were achieved. SWOT surveys are one of the methods of recognizing urban 

spaces. which are presented in the required categories whit full detail in separate tables. 

For the case study zone, SWOT subject Choosing is classified into the following 

categories: Development, Structure, Tourism, Economy, Protection & Restoration, 

Society & Culture, and Environmental (Natural) Elements. In the following, we will 

examine all the table subsets. The description written in each section and in each 

category is based on the reviews of the current situation of Tabriz Bazaar, and an 

attempt has been made to the most important of them.  

 

Protection & Restoration 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

Cooperation of the 

owners with the 

Organization of 

Cultural Heritage in 

preserving the Bazaar. 

 

The existence of 

traditional craftsmen 

and architects and the 

production of masonry 

materials in the 

traditional way. 

 

The tradesmen's sense 

of belonging to the 

Tabriz Bazaar. This 

issue can be called a 

"Self-Protection 

System" whose 

presence in historical 

places saves them from 

being abandoned and 

destroyed.   

 

 

Inappropriate 

preservation measures 

such as covering the 

roofs with insulators or 

the ground with 

asphalt.     

The presence of 

moisture in the ground 

due to the worn-out 

drainage system of the 

Bazaar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The businessmen in 

Tabriz possess good 

financial resources to 

cooperate with the 

Organization of 

Cultural Heritage in 

projects for the 

preservation and 

restoration of the 

Bazaar.  

 

Historical value of 

deferent parts of 

complex (like: Hasan 

Padisha complex, 

Sahib-ul-Amr Meidan) 

make opportunities for 

social historical 

reaserches.) 

Some of the 

businessmen do not 

trust the preservation 

efforts of the 

Organization of 

Cultural Heritage. 

The government's 

involvement in 

providing financial 

resources for 

restoration reduces 

public participation. 
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Table 6. 4. 2.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Development Category)  

City development is an integral part of today's cities. If this issue is formed without 

planning and targeting, it will cause a lot of damage to the historical district. Therefore, 

due to the importance of this issue, short-term, medium-term, and long-term 

development plans should be presented. These programs are based on comprehensive 

urban studies by experts. In fact, master plans can predict the development path of the 

city by accurately identifying the studied area. In the historical parts of the city, the 

management plan should be specially designed. Because if the plan is weak, the urban 

context will suffer irreparable and irreversible damages.  

Development 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

Providing main access to 

the Bazaar by creating 

new streets. 

Prevention of the 
Bazaar‟s deteriorat ion. 

Structural and economic 

consistency of Tabriz‟s 

Bazaar has been less 

harmed against urban 

development compared 

to other cases. 

Uploading and unloading 
at specific hours. 

Entering welfare facility 

and installation to bazaar 

that result staying 
tradesmen at bazaar.  

 

Heavy traffic near the 

Bazaar due to 

important and 
crowded streets. 

Pollution and 

contamination arising 

from vehicles near the 
Bazaar. 

Excessive 

crowdedness in the 

Bazaar‟s entrances. 

No allocation of 

adequate space to 

parking lots in urban 

development planning.  

There‟s no adequate 

conformity between 

existing facilities such 

as air conditioning 

systems, electricity, 

etc, and the Bazaar‟s 
historic nature. 

New construction in 

the Bazaar‟s vicinity is 

of low quality.  

Possibility of creat ing a 

modern urban 

transportation system 

like rail t ransport 

(Tramway), electric car, 

and so on near the site 

so that not to damage 

structural or v isual 

harm to the site and its 
buffer zone. 

Financial tendency and 

ability of bazaar 

tradesmen for coming 

facility and updating 

units to appropriate 
form. 

Facilit ies of access 

created by the streets 

for purchase and 

carrying of goods 
because of new streets. 

Imposition of excessive 

functional loads on the 

Bazaar because of the 

multitude of streets 

around the bazaar and 

placing the bazaar at 
the city center.   

Transference of the 

Bazaar‟s main area to 

the south where it 

borders downtown and 

will reduce business in 

the northern sections. 

Change in the 

significance of some of 

the Bazaar‟s entrances 

in relation to the 
adjacent streets.  

New construction that 

harms the identity of 

the edifice and reduces 
its aesthetic value.  

Owners‟ inclination to 

update the shops‟ 

facades using modern 

material which is 

contradictory to the 

Bazaar. 
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Structure 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

Being the largest 

uniform brick edifice, 

and use of bricks in 

the artistic creation of 

different spaces in the 

Bazaar. 

Spectacular and 

logical mixture o f all 

the spaces of the 

Bazaar. 

Serious and consistent 

presence of mosques, 

schools, and other 

social structures 

embedded in the 
commercial sectors. 

The exceptional 

particularity of the 

Bazaar of Tabriz 

which continues on the 

river through bridges.  

A complete set of 

structures such as 

schools, mosques, 

lib raries, etc. have 

been built to 

complement the 

commercial use of the 
Bazaar.  

In spite of the variety 

of architectural spaces, 

the Bazaar can be 

viewed as an 
architectural whole.  

The Bazaar‟s structural 
deterioration. 

In spite of its numerous 

entrances, they do not 

have the consistency 

and uniformity needed 

to show the Bazaar‟s 
magnificence.  

Humid ity in the Bazaar 
erodes the structure. 

Contrasting 

constructions near the 

bazaar with the 

historical structure of 

the bazaar. 

 

 

 

The Bazaar‟s 

uniform structure 

offers a good 

means for  the 

coordination of 

social activities 

(such as feasts and 

mourn ing). 

Existence of spaces 

with the potential 

to become urban 

spaces connecting 

the Bazaar and 

modern urban 

sectors (e.g.: 

Ferdowsi street, 

spaces adjacent to 

the river, etc.) 

The open spaces in 

the passageways 

offer good space 

for greenery and 

fountains that in 

turn freshen the air 

and offer a place to 

rest. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Separation of 

shops. 

Intrusion in public 

spaces (protruding 

showcases, 

occupied entrances, 

etc.) 

Destruction of 

walls to use the 

extra space. 

Construction has 

been done in the 

open spaces of the 

passageways which 

have been 

traditionally places 

for rest or a refuge 

in case of 

emergencies such 

as earthquakes and 

fires; this threatens 

the originality of 

the Bazaar and the 

uniformity of the 

passages. 

The structural 

erosion of the 

Bazaar is cause for 

security and 

aesthetic threats. 

Elements such as 

showcases, roller 

shutters, electric 

cables, publicity 

boards, etc.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Table 6. 4. 3.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Structure Category)  
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Tourism 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

The Bazaar‟s 

beautiful and 

historic edifice, its 

traditional culture, 

unique buildings 

such as bridges, 

Kabud Mosque, the 

Hasan Pasha 

complex, etc. as 

well as the goods 

offered in the 

Bazaar such as 

carpets and Gelims 

all add to its tourist 

attraction.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lack of tourism 

services in the 

Bazaar. 

Facilit ies that the 

customers need 

such as public 

phones, ATMs, 

WC maps, garbage 

cans, etc. are non-

existent. 

 

 

 

The Bazaar‟s potential 

to attract tourists. 

The maintenance of 

the Bazaar‟s organic 

structure and its  
traditional 

development will be a 

huge step toward the 

revival of the city‟s 

ancient culture. 

The possibility of 

planning passageways 

for pedestrians around 

the Bazaar. 

With expanding 

tourism establish an 

appropriate time for 

making permanent 

service jobs in this 

field. 

Change in prices 

due to high demand, 

especially from 

foreign tourists. 

Threat of lack of 

welfare  facilities 

and tourism services 

near the complex of 

bazaar cause 

decreasing time of 

visiting the 

complex. 

 

 

Table 6. 4. 4.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Touris m Category) 

Environmental (Natural) Elements 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threat 

 The existence of a 

natural element such 

as Mehran River next  

to a historic complex 

like the Bazaar adds 

all the more to its 

attractions.  

High humid ity and 

intense cold and also 

the production of 

pores caused by 

different factors 

cause ice-covered 

materia l in build ings.   

Mehran River offers 

good chances for 

beautifying the 

Bazaar.  

Contamination in the 

balance of   

underground waters. 

 

Tabriz is an 

earthquake-prone 

city and this 

threatens the Bazaar.  

 

Inattention to surface 

waters and the 

consequences of 

underground 

waterways or qanats 

that pass under the 

Bazaar getting 

blocked.  

 

 

Table 6. 4. 7.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Environmental (Natural) Elements Category) 
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The economy is the determining factor in the development of cities or their protection 

status. If the economy is booming in the city, the development will be done at a faster 

rate. This event brings advantages and disadvantages. Sometimes it causes rapid 

destruction and renovations in the urban body. Sometimes it causes more constructions 

with more density than needed in the area. Therefore, controlling the economic situation 

is very important. In the Bazaar of Tabriz, in the parts where buying and selling is done 

less, the participation in the restoration and maintenance of the buildings is also less, 

because the needs of other shopkeepers get priority.  

Table 6. 4. 5.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Economy Category) 

Economy 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

The continuation of 

the Bazaar‟s 

economic prosperity 

during its existence. 

The international ro le 

of the Bazaar. 

There exists a 

consistent economic 

entity despite the 

differences in the 

distribution of wealth 

between producers 

and retailers.  

Only in the Bazaar 

coexist all economic 

professions of Tabriz. 

This includes 

commercial act ivities 

such as fixed retail 

and vendors, 

wholesale, go-

betweens, 

international 

commerce, private 

and public services, 

financial and credit 

affairs, production, 

etc. which all exist in 

the Bazaar and are 

well interdependent. 

 

Deteriorat ion in 

ancient professions 

such as coppering and 

hat making, etc. 

Loss of the 

international 

importance of the 

Bazaar which was 

once located on the 

Silk Road. 

Continuation of the 

economic t ies of the 

Bazaar with nearby 

towns and villages. 

Many professions 

are passed from one 

generation to another 

and those involved 

in them are relat ives, 

so the business 

people feel some 

sort of confidence 

among themselves 

and together run the 

heart of the trade-

Bazaar.    

Fall in the 

exportation of 

carpets of Tabriz to 

world Bazaars. 

Due to the high 

economic potential 

of the Bazaar, all its 

available spaces have 

been used and this 

imposes an excessive 

load on the structure. 

( in some spaces) 
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Table 6. 4. 6.  SWOT Survey of Case Study Zone (Society & Culture Category)  
 

   

Society & Culture  

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

A great number of 

businessmen have 

been carrying out their 

commercial act ivities 

in the Bazaar for long 

enough to feel a great 
attachment to it.   

Strong ties between 

the businessmen.  

High private 
ownership. 

The Bazaar p rotects 

itself from robbery 

and intrusion through 

its own 24-hour 
guards. 

People from different 

urban and rural strata 
work in the Bazaar. 

The businessmen 

show little 

controversy among 

themselves to attract 
people‟s trust.  

The traditional 

differences in social 

strata which positively 

serve the continuity of 

the Bazaar‟s 

existence. 

The Bazaar is the 

main center of cu ltural 

and social 

interactions, and thus 

provides the best 

opportunity for an 

anthropological study 

of the people of 
Tabriz. 

 

 

the change in the 

space of the 

Meidan has 

reduced this 

cultural exchange. 

The vendors and 

porters do not 

enjoy legal 

protection or social 

security.  

Giv ing value to the 

Bazaar and 

encouraging the 

businessmen to 

collaborate more in its 

preservation and 

quality improvement. 

 

Important historical 

edifices such as 

Kabud Mosque, the 

Jameh Mosque 

Complex and Hasan 

Pasha Complex, etc. 

have added to the 

cultural and historic 

richness of the Bazaar. 

   

The historical value of 

edifices such as the 

Hasan Pasha 

Complex, the vicin ity 

of Kabud Mosque and 

Saheb Abad Square 

offer opportunities for 

scientific and 

historical research.  

 

The presence of the 

Bazaar‟s businessmen 

in all important 

historic events such as 

revolutions and 

uprisings and their 

uniform reaction to  

economic support.   

 

One of the major 

characteristics of the 

Bazaar is that it has its 

own culture which is a 

remnant of the past. 

 

Change in the 

economic status of 

society and its impact 

on the quality of 

Bazaar t rade. 

The increase of 

tenants in the  Bazaar  

reduces the originality 

of the  Bazaar  

culture. 
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Based on the analyzes and reviews made in the above tables, it should be considered in 

the proposed protection plan that is presented in the next chapter. In fact, the contents of 

these tables are prerequisites for any protection plan. The strengths expressed in each 

section are used to overcome the weaknesses of that section.  Actions and planning 

should be done so that the potentials presented in the above tables show themselves in 

today's conditions. In order to prevent any damage to the social and physical structures 

of the Bazaar, it is necessary to reduce the effects of the items mentioned in the threats 

section. 

6-5- Results of Chapter 6 

The analysis information, and data obtained from studies (fie ld observations and 

questionnaires survey), were presented and explained in detail in this chapter. The 

results obtained from the sections discussed in this chapter are written in the form of 

headings below; 

 The complete response of most of the tradesmen to the questionnaires shows the 

sense of belonging of the marketers to the architectural space.  

 There is a deep connection between social and physical structure in the ruling 

space of the Tabriz Bazaar. 

 The social and cultural life of the bazaar is the strong point of this urban space, 

which has protected it until today. 

 Reviewing and amending laws that have a negative impact on the Bazaar 

protection process. 

 Measures to prevent the loss of main jobs in the Bazaar.  

 Encouragement to increase public participation in Bazaar protection. 

 Supporting original guilds, and jobs to continue and remain in the Bazaar.  

 Correcting jobs that harm the identity of the Bazaar.  

 Introducing the beauty and originality of the Tabriz Bazaar at the national and 

international level to attract tourists. 

 Physical restoration of shops and public spaces according to the principles of 

restoration with respect to the original parts of the Bazaar.  

 Identifying and fixing the physical damage in the Bazaar structure.  
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 Carrying out archaeological excavations to show the age and identity of Tabriz's 

buried underground. 

 Using the analysis of SWOT survey tables in presenting a proposed protection 

and restoration plan. 

 With the help of the SWOT tables, all the required aspects of a protection plan 

are studied and examined. In this way, the strengths and weaknesses of each 

category are examined and the results are summarized in two groups: cases that 

are a threat to the health of the urban district, and cases that can be expanded and 

used as strengths in the study zone. The results of the analysis of this section 

affect the presentation of a more accurate protection plan.  
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Chapter 7. 

EVALUATION, CONCLUSION, AND PROPOSAL  

 

7-1- Evaluation and Conclusion  

     Tabriz Grand Bazaar is an integrated system formed with different architectural 

elements. This Bazaar includes spaces with commercial, cultural, political, educational, 

sanitary, religious, and sports uses that have been considered a unique collection 

through social interactions. In fact, due to the multiplicity and diversity of uses along 

with human and social relations, this collection of buildings has been converted into one 

of the complete commercial-social structures in the world.  

Bazaars are generally formed linearly or organically or radially. There is a combination 

of all three in the Tabriz Bazaar. In the evaluation of spaces and places of Tabriz 

Bazaar, we see the formation of the Bazaar as a set of urban places next to each other, 

which have different functions or multi-function such as religious function (mosques), 

sanitary (hammams), educational function (schools and libraries), residential function 

(caravanserais), social function (meidan), and sports function (zurkhaneh / traditional 

sports space), and many other functions that are adjacent to each other with complete 

integration formed. 

The turning point of the research results of this thesis is paying attention to the 

anthropology of the Bazaar along with the physical examination of the studied site. The 

alive craftsmen culture has made the Bazaar of Tabriz active until today. And this issue 

can be considered as sustainable development. The existence of culture and a sense of 

belonging to the Bazaar places among craftsmen has led to the physical protection of 
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the Bazar in many parts. This happened individually or as a board of trustees. In fact, 

this movement can be interpreted as self-protection, which is possible through public 

participation. 

The existence of laws such as the Sargofli law and endowment law and conservation 

laws of the cultural heritage organization have been effective in the physical protection 

of the Bazaar. From the point of view of the sociological studies conducted in the area 

of the site, we realize that in the important periods of the country's political history, the 

decision and behavior of Tabriz bazaar residents has been very influential in the process 

of forming the national and regional political situation. Whether in the period of 

constitutionalism, in the coups that happened in the capital, or in the Islamic revolution 

and many political, economic, and cultural movements. They have shown their reaction 

to the events by closing shops, and strikes, and this process continues. Among other 

group social activities carried out in Tabriz Bazaar is holding national and religious 

ceremonies on specific dates throughout the year.  

In national and religious festivals, visitors are welcomed by decorating the Bazaar and 

distributing sweets and traditional syrups. During the month of Muharram, special 

mourning ceremonies for the Bazaar are held according to the pre-written plan, and the 

movement routes of the mourning processions are determined.  

The importance of Tabriz Bazaar can be seen in all historical periods of the city. 

According to the investigation, the Bazaar played a decisive role in the development 

and formation of the city. 

The Silk Road passing through Tabriz shows the importance of the city's Bazaar. 

Historical texts and travelogues describe the state of the city and the Bazaar at that time 

and describe the conditions related to the time of the travelogue's visit. Paintings, 

miniatures, and graver were also drawn in that period. Due to the earthquake-

proneness of the city of Tabriz and the occurrence of severe earthquakes, the damaged 

parts of the Bazaar have been restored and reconstructed in the shortest time after the 

earthquake. Tabriz Bazaar also has unique specifications in terms of architectural 

aesthetics. By using masonry materials and traditional bricks, architects have been able 

to create beautiful forms of arches and domes  that have both decorative and structural 

aspects. Pol-Bazaar (bridge-Bazaar) has been the inventive structure of Bazar 

Architects, which is unique in its kind.  
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According to library and field studies conducted in the study area and qualitative 

grading of the structure of existing spaces by comparing their use and importance in the 

past and interviewing tradesmen and clients, the following general results can be 

presented. (Table. 7.1.1) 

 

7-1-1- Conclusion of Social and Physical Structure Results 

According to the results obtained from social surveys, the Bazaar culture, which has 

been transferred from generation to generation, covers most of the shopkeepers. At the 

same time, the crafts and professions are transferred. This background, which is often 

maintained in the same place, means they have nobility. The mentioned feature is one of 

the essential criteria of spatial protection. The fact that the Bazaar of Tabriz has 

survived until today and is protected from much damage is proof of the protection 

criteria described. The most crucial impression from the survey and interview with 

people living in the Tabriz Bazaar complex is a deep emotional connection between 

people and the physical space of the Bazaar. The sense of belonging to the place is 

powerful. The preservation of Bazaar culture from the distant past to the present day 

and its transmission to the present generation, which has resulted in the physical 

protection of the Bazaar, is one of the practical results of the sense of belonging to the 

place. This issue can be called a "Self-Protection" matter, whose presence in historical 

places conserved them from being abandoned and destroyed.  

Understanding the 

importance of the study 

area, during the period of 

history 

 

Summary of General Conclusions  

Archeologically  

(From an 

archeological point 

of view) 

Monument  

(From the 

dimension of 

historical buildings) 

Continuity of the Bazaar 

culture from the past to 
today's generations 

Existence of high-quality 
social interactions between 
shopkeepers (tradesmen) & 

customers 
 

Public part icipat ion 

in the conservation 

and protection of 

the bazaar 

-The existence of stable customers 
due to trust in sellers. 

 

- Participation of customers in 
national and religious ceremonies 
organized by shopkeepers at the 

same time as buying and selling 

 

Table. 7. 1. 1. Summary of General Conclusion of Tabriz Bazaar Evaluations 
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7-1-2- General Evaluation of Results 

Another point from a structural point of view obtained in identifying and analyzing how 

to protect the Bazaar is public participation in protecting the Tabriz Bazaar. This has 

become a common culture among guilds over the years. This partnership is usually half 

to half between the government and the guilds. The result of this great culture is that the 

Bazaar is up and running to this day. Except in cases where, unverified decisions in the 

form of government laws have weakened participation, and guilds expect protection 

costs just to be borne by the government. For this reason, these kinds of wrong policies 

should be revised and corrected. 

Based on the results obtained from the research, we see that the traditional urban pattern 

has been formed throughout history and has carried its traditional characteristics until 

the present day by preserving its Physical and Social identity. These features, which 

were revealed as a result of the research, set an example for the importance of social and 

spatial structure unity for the studies to be done in the historical city center conservation 

plan or city planning. The article emphasizes as a principle that these values should be 

built with the awareness of maintaining their existence in the social and physical context 

in a way that will form an infrastructure.  

Tabriz Bazaar has had an important position throughout the history of this city, and it is 

formed in the city center region. All gates and communication ways lead to the Bazaar, 

creating a strong communication network in the city's center. This whole route is 

designed so that it can also be used at night. With the expansion and development of the 

city, the routes have kept their importance.  

The studies and reviews that have been carried out in historical documents have shown 

the importance and validity of Tabriz City in different historical periods.  This 

importance continues to this day. The main reason why the city is important; is its 

geographical and strategic location and second; Being always active is the business of 

the city. This has caused the city to be rebuilt in the shortest possible time after being 

destroyed by any calamity such as frequent earthquakes and large fires.  

The active commercial sector of the city, in the first place, the historical Bazaar of the 

city and in the second place, the establishment of large economic areas in the city, has 

caused the growth and development of Tabriz city. The designation of the city's historic 

region as a cultural-historical municipality shows the intellectual growth of the city 

officials in matters of protection and valuing the historical context.  
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The supervision of the experts of Tabriz's historical city base on the executive affairs of 

It should be noted that a building in the early years after construction usually also needs 

repairs, and such measures are considered initial protection measures, which over time, 

the restoration measures become more delicate and difficult, and more complex. In 

other words, protective measures that are performed after, say, a century after the 

construction of the building are very different from the initial protective measures. 

Today, some of these buildings are global and are no longer limited to the region and 

the community around them. Due to the importance of such buildings, they are covered 

by the World Organization and are regularly monitored. It is obvious that due to the 

importance of these valuable buildings, their protection and restoration is a very 

technical and sensitive matter, and the protection group is obliged to implement the 

laws and regulations approved by the country and the world.  

Tabriz Historical Complex, as a complete social structure, is involved in the social, 

political, and cultural interactions of the city of Tabriz in addition to Iran as a whole. 

The summary of the results of comparing the characteristics of Tabriz Bazaar with other 

Bazaars located on the Silk Road, inside the country of Iran and Turkey (the 

neighboring country), are as follows: 

 The originality of Tabriz Bazaar's structure form in most of its parts.  

 The presence of a diversity of functions and architectural spaces in the 

neighborhood is integrated into the Tabriz Bazaar, compared to other compared 

Bazaars. 

 The existence of a conservation and restoration system is based on the residents 

and craftsmen of Tabriz Bazaar, which in most other Bazaars, protection is done 

with the government system. 

 Being active and alive in Tabriz Bazaar compared to other Bazaars.  

Before presenting any plan for the conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of urban 

spaces and historical monuments, detailed studies and surveys are needed. After the 

complete knowledge, the required results were achieved by various analysis methods. 

SWOT survey is a method of analysis of urban spaces. The analysis of data from 

studies (field observations and questionnaires survey), is discussed in Chapter 6. SWOT 

subject choosing is classified into the following categories: Development, Structure, 

Tourism, Economy, Protection & Restoration, Society & Culture, and Environmental 
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(Natural) Elements. In each of these issues, there are options that are damaging the 

collection and are a threat to its health. In fact, the purpose of presenting these tables is 

to recognize these problems in order to provide informed solutions to solve them. In the 

case of issues that need to be strengthened and improved, planning for their 

development and improvement is targeted.  The process of recognition and investigation 

in the thesis is presented in the chart below. (Table 7.1.2.1) 

7-2- Proposals  

7-2-1- Practical Preservation and Conservation Suggestion Plan for the Tabriz 

Grand Bazaar 

The results of studies and analyses obtained from this research give us data and 

information that we can use to provide a practical model for the preservation and 

conservation of historic districts as a valuable cultural heritage in countries. The 

proposed protection pattern was summarized in five categories: 

A) Structural and Physical Category 

B) Strengthening the Social Structure 

C) Rehabilitation of Weakened or Lost Values 

D) Amendment of National Protection Laws  

E) Training, Introduction, and Monitoring 

Practical preservation and conservation suggestion plan of the Tabriz Grand Bazaar 

(Northern Part of Tabriz Grand Bazaar) based on the five categories mentioned above, 

Table 7.1.2.1. The Process of Recognition and Investigation in the thesis (Ref: Author)   
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Description About Practical Preservation and Conservation Suggestion Plan  

of  the Tabriz Grand Bazaar 

Category Site  Description of Executive Operat ions 

B
) 
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tr

en
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 t
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l 
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c
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T
h
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f 
th

e
 b

a
z
a
a
r 

c
o

m
p

le
x

 

Strengthen the Endowed / Waqf (وقف) system and its development.  

Strengthen public participation in the physical, social and cultural fields. 

Educate the new generation about the customs of the bazaar.  

Organizing trade shop associations and NGOs.  

Strengthen social activities  (such as helping wealthy marketers to provide 

scholarships and pay for medical payments of needy people, etc.) 

Launching the introduction of bazaar social activit ies on social networks. 

C
) 

R
eh

ab
il

it
a
ti
o
n
 o

f 

W
ea

k
en

ed
 o

r 
L

o
st

 V
al

u
es

 

T
h
e 

w
h
o
le
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f 

th
e 

b
az

aa
r 

co
m

p
le

x
 

Enable and Activate abandoned jobs. 

Presenting the design of the old-style goods sales system (production in workshops 

of the Bazaar). 

Define policies to reinstate the originality of the job associated with the bazaar 

architectural elements in the past (such as the Kishmish-chilar Sarasi, and the 

Misgar-lar Rastasi (Copper)) 

D
) 

A
m

en
d
m

en
t 
o
f 

N
at

io
n
al

 

P
ro

te
ct

io
n
 L

aw
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T
h
e 

w
h
o
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 o
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th
e 

b
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r 
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m

p
le

x
 Encourage shopkeepers to be satisfied with their presence in the bazaar by 

eliminating taxes. 

Adopt a law to decentralize commercial spaces in the neighborhood of the bazaar. 

Presenting a protection management plan with periodic perspectives (short -term, 

medium-term, long-term) 

Employing specialized personnel in the field of cultural heritage, for the protection 

and preservation of the bazaar.  

E
) 

T
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g
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n
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In
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d
u
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io
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h
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 o
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e 
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r 
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m

p
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x
 Holding periodic seminars and webinars in cooperation with universities and 

industries, to introduce and present existing values in the bazaar for present 

scientific and research achievements. 

Holding periodic training workshops to raise the knowledge of shopkeepers, clients, 

tourists, etc. 

 

Table. 7. 2. 1. 1. Description About Practical Preservation and Conservation Suggestion Plan  

of the Tabriz Grand Bazaar (Northern Part of Tabriz grand Bazaar), (Ref: Author) 

was planned in the following tables. (Table. 7.2.1.1) and (Table. 7.2.1.2). Also, for a 

clearer understanding, the proposed plan was designed on the Situation Plan. (Fig. 

7.2.1.1). 
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Description About Practical Preservation and Conservation Suggestion Plan  

of  the Tabriz Grand Bazaar 

Category Site  Description of Executive Operat ions 

A
) 

S
tr

u
ct

u
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l 
an

d
 P

h
y
si

ca
l 
C

a
te

g
o
ry

 

S
a
h

ib
-u

l-
A

m
r 

M
e
id

a
n

 (
S

q
u

a
re

) 
Eliminate structurally and visually poor quality physically elements (built in recent 

periods). 

Restoration of the remain ing walls in the square, and the shops of the Meidan 

surrounding. 

Restoration and Reconstruction of entrances leading to the Meidan. 

Archaeological study of the Meidan and archaeological excavations. 

Recognize and Restore the original character of the Meidan: 

 Recognition of polit ical function (such as: public meet ing of government officials  

and political rallies, etc.) 

 Recognition of social function (such as: performing national and religious 

ceremonies, etc.) 

 Establishment of temporary or weekly bazaars for the exchange of goods and 

culture of neighboring cit ies, such as the old and main use of the Meidan.  

 Recognition of sports function (such as polo, horse racing, etc.) 

A
k
b
ar

iy
a 

S
ch

o
o
l 

S
ah

ib
-u

l-
A

m
r 

 M
au

so
le

u
m

 Redirect the Daraei street and reconstruction the original plan of the complex to its 

main function. 

Modify the filled section of the central courtyard of the complex to reach the main 

floor. 

H
as

an
 P

ad
is

h
ah

 

M
o
sq

u
e 

&
 S

ch
o
o
l 

Archaeological excavations in the area of the mosque and school. 

Anastilosis of Hassan Padishah Mosque with pieces found from excavations . 

Rehabilitation of the mosque and school after the reconstruction of the complex. 

S
h

o
to

rb
an

 

G
at

e
 Archaeological excavations to find the main location of the old gate and fort.  

Prepare a restoration plan to Reconstruction the bazaar entrance gate element 

(Shotorban Gate). 

P
o
l-

B
āz

ār
 

[B
ri

d
g
e 

B
az

aa
r]

 

Restoring the integrity between the Bazaar Bridge and the southern part of the 

Meidan by reconstruction the destroyed shops in the construction of the new 

passage. 

H
u
jr

eh
 /
 

D
u
k
k
an

 

(s
h
o
p
s)

 

Restoration and protection of damaged Hujreh / Dukkan (shops) based on existing 

typologies, to restore the structural and visual orig inality of the bazaar complex to its 

original state. 

E
x
te

ri
o
r 

F
ac

ad
e

 

Modification of the exterior façade and outer wall of the bazaar complex, to improve 

its visual quality. 

 

Table. 7. 2. 1. 2. Description About Practical Preservation and Conservation Suggestion Plan  

of the Tabriz Grand Bazaar (Northern Part of Tabriz grand Bazaar), (Ref: Author) 
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Fig. 7. 2. 1. 1. Presentation and Conservation Suggestion Plan of the Case Study Zone  

 (Ref: Author) 
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7-2-2-Providing a Protection Pattern Derived from The Results of the Research 

Analysis  

Architectural Heritage Anyplace in the world is man-made. In fact, political boundaries 

only determine the material ownership of this heritage, but their spiritual value belongs 

to all human beings. Therefore, the protection and preservation of this valuable 

architectural heritage is the duty of every architect and Conservation expert who, by 

protecting them, transmits this trust of the past to the next generation.  

The most important point that can be taken from the result of this thesis can be called a 

"Protection System". This system has four heads and each of them has a decisive role 

in protecting the historical Bazaar complex of Tabriz.  

 Public Participation; which originates from the rich culture and sense of 

belonging to the place by the people living in the complex.  

 Sargofli Ownership; Ownership that has a protective nature, and is done 

directly by the original owners. Laws of Sargofli owners also help in its 

implementation, which is a deterrent factor from destroying and damaging 

buildings. 

 Endowment Ownership; The main owner is a non-profit organization whose 

profits from its properties are of general interest and provide services to the 

general public. 

 Protective Laws; The protection laws are related to the National Cultural 

Heritage Organization and the UNESCO Organization, which have been 

approved in the form of several provisions. 

Protection 

System of 

Tabriz 

Bazaar  

Endowment 
Ownership 

Sargofli 
Ownership 

Protective 

Laws 

Public 

Participatio
n 

Fig. 7.2.2.1. Four Heads of Protection System in Tabriz Bazaar Complex 

 

 (Ref: Author) 
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The mentioned items are being implemented in Tabriz Bazaar now. This protection 

system has been achieved with the reviews and analyses conducted on the information 

collected from the site studies. these four items have created a strong protection system, 

each of which in turn plays the role of protecting the Bazaar. The success of this 

protection can be a proposed model for improvement and protection plans and master 

plans that will be presented for historical cities.  This model can be considered as an 

infrastructure in the management-protection plan of historical sites.  

The last word; The best and most correct type of protection in historical buildings and 

structures is protection that is done by the owners and residents of historical spaces.  

Therefore, in any planning for protection plans or master plans, it is important to pay 

attention to the planning that leads the residents to participate in the restoration and 

protection of the space, and policies are made with effective incentives and support. If 

the policies will be successful, certainly they will increase the life of the histor ical 

building. 

7-3- Future Research Work Needs to be Done  

All kinds of jobs in the Bazaar are one of the most important topics that can be 

researched and protected in traditional Bazaars. Because professions are an art that has 

been passed down from generation to generation from ancestors to the present day. 

Therefore, full and detailed identification of professions and occupations and their 

documentation for transmission to the future and their protection is one of the protection 

necessities. This protection will both help protect the social discussion of the bazaar and 

protect the structural function of the Bazaar because some jobs are being forgotten for 

reasons such as economics or changes in people's lives. Given the importance and 

breadth of this topic, this topic is felt essential for future research and thesis.  

Another important issue that needs more research is the ownership of Sargofli. This 

type of ownership, which was obtained as a result of the research of this thesis, played 

an effective role in the physical protection of Tabriz Bazaar. It requires a detailed 

investigation by identifying all its aspects.  
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Appendix 
 

 

Appendix – I: ( SURVEY FORMS ) 

 

SURVEY QUESTIONS (Business Owner) 

Questionnaire No:……………… Inventory No:………………. 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………… 

GENERAL SURVEY 

1. AGE 0-25………. 26-50………. 51-75………………. 76-100……… 

2. GENDER:                        Male...................           Female............... 

3. EMPLOYER'S EDUCATIONAL STATUS  

Illiterate ..........    Primary School........   Secondary School........  High School..........  

University Education:Graduate............      Master ............ 

4. EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF THE EMPLOYEES  

Illiterate ..........    Primary School........   Secondary School........  High School..........  

University Education:Graduate............      Master ............ 

RESIDENCE-PROPERTY SURVEY 

5. TRADE TYPE .............................................  

6. HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN HERE? 

1-5........ 6-10........ 11-25......... 26 years and more........... 

a. Where did you come from.................................................................................... 

b. What is the Reason and Date of Arrival ............................................................... 
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c. Reason for Working Here......................................................................................  

Economic........ Transportation Easy........... Social Relations...... Heritage........ 

Family............. Other............. 

7. OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Owner….................                                            Tenant......................  

a. FOR OWNERS 

Owner for how many years?....................... 

Are there any other workplaces?................ 

b. FOR TENANTS 

Rent...................... 

The previous workplace from here.............. 

PLACE RELATED SURVEY 

8. HOW MANY EMPLOYEES ................................................. ..  

Young (up to 30 years old) 1-2 people........ 3-4 people....... 5-6 people......    more......  

Adults (30+)                        1-2 people.......  3-4 people........5-6 people......    more......  

9. HOW MANY SQUARE METERS OF THE WORKPLACE ..................................  

10. IS THIS AREA SUFFICIENT FOR ITS PURPOSE?         Yes............. No............. 

11. ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR WORKPLACE?Yes............. No............ 
(why?)............. 

12. ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR JOB?Yes............. No (why).............  

13. WHERE WOULD YOU PREFER TO MOVE FROM HERE?.............................. 

14. DOES YOUR WORKPLACE NEED REPAIR?Yes (why)............. No ............. 

15. HOW MANY DAYS A WEEK DO YOU WORK? ................................................ 

16. YEAR THE BUILDING WAS BUILT OR APPROXIMATE DATE? ................... 

SOCIAL SURVEY 

17. HOW IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS? ......................... 

18. ARE THERE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BETWEEN TRADES?  

Yes...............        No.................. 

19. REASONS OF MEETTING WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS?  

for talking…………      Due to mourning/wedding……….                Other………… 
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20. CAN YOU INVOLVE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES IN YOUR 

WORKPLACE? 

Birthday.....................           Funeral........................           Wedding......................  

21. IS THERE A DISCRIMINATION AGAINST FEMALE AND MEN IN THE 
ABOVE EVENTS? .......................................... 

22. IF YES, WHY? 

As there is not enough space................. Because it's a Tradition..........   Other……… 

23. DO YOU CELEBRATE RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS AT YOUR WORKPLACE? 
(Performing mass Eid prayers, Eid festivities with relatives, cooking, visiting a 
cemetery)……………………….................................................................................  

24. WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR FREE TIME?…...........………………………. 

25. WHAT DO YOU DO INTOALLEY OF BAZAAR? MEETING, TALKING,vs 

ECONOMY SURVEY 

26. IS THE MONEY YOU EARN ENOUGH FOR YOUR LIVING? Yes...... No....... 

27. THE MEMBERS OF CONTRIBUTING TO THE INCOME OF THE FAMILY? 

28. DO YOU GO FREQUENTLY TO THE SURROUNDING CITIES?  

FOR WHAT?  

Shopping……  Health..........  Education……  Entertainment....... Travel………… 

Other…………. 

PROTECTION SURVEY 

29. ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE MUNICIPAL SERVICES? WHAT KIND OF 

APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE DONE IN BAZAAR?........................................ 

30. DO YOU KNOW THE MEANING OF URBAN PROTECTION? Yes... No......  

31. SHOULD THESE HISTORIC BUILDINGS BE RESTORE?........... Why?......... 

32. WOULD YOU REPAIR THESE STRUCTURES IF YOU HAVE THE 

FINANCIAL OPPORTUNITY?...................................................................................  

33. THE STRUCTURE YOU SEE AROUND THE WORKPLACE THAT IS 

COMFORTABLE/WANT TO BE REMOVED ETC. IS THERE ELEMENT?........ 

34. WHAT ARE THE POSITIVE SIDES OF THE WO RKPLACE AND ITS 

ENVIRONMENT? ......................................................................................................  

35. WHAT ARE THE NEGATIVE SIDES OF THE WORKPLACE AND ITS 

ENVIRONMENT......................................................................................................... 



164 

PHYSICALSURVEY 

36. OWNERSHIP TYPE: 

Private       Leaseholder             Government      Waqf 

37. FLOORS:      

Underground          1            2               3         Semi floor                   

38. STRUCTURE:           

Brik           Metal   Concrete           ..................... 

39. ROOF:                

Arched / Dome  Flat Wooden (wood skeleton)Flat Metal (metal skeleton)      

40. FLOOR: 

Stone    Tile   Ceramic          ...................... 

41. VITRIN / SHOWCASE: 

Original Wooden       Wooden          Metal           Aluminum           Securite 

Glass                Without Vitrin     ................. 

42. STORE SHUTTER: 

Wooden Accordion         Metal Accordion         Roller (Galvanized Steel)       

Metal Mesh                     Electrical                   ...................... 

43. PROTECTION QUALITY: 

Original / Well                  Needs Restoration         Needs Renovation            Needs 

Reconstruction       

44. ORIGINALITY of AREA: 

  Original               Separation                        Aggregation  
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Appendix – II: Historical Timeline of Tabriz 
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Appendix – III: Historical Painting, Picture, Gravure, and Maps of Tabriz Grand 

Bazaar(Miniature of NasuhMatragchi, 1537-1538 A.D. (Ref:Tehrani & others)  
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Appendix – IV: (The Gravure of Tabriz, Chardin Travelogue, 1673-1677 A.D. 

(Ref:LidaBalilanAsl))  
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Appendix – V: (The Map of Tabriz and its Suburbs in Qajar Era Drew by Russian 

Engineers, 1827 A.D. (Ref:Tehrani & others)  
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Appendix – VI: (Travelogues, Passages Related to The Tabriz Bazaar and Trade in 

This City) 
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Appendix – VII: (Fortress Map of Tabriz, Drafted by Mamontov and Kolokolov, 

1827 A.D. (Ref: THBCB)  
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Appendix – VIII: (Flood Map of Tabriz, Drafted by: Mohammad-ebneIraj Qajar, 

1871 A.D. (Ref: Zoka, Yahya Library)  
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Appendix – IX: (Map of Tabriz, 1880 A.D., Drafted by: Mohammad-Reza 

Mohandes and Colonel Qrache-Daghi (Ref: Zoka, Yahya Library)  



173 

Appendix – X: (Map of Tabriz in 1910 A.D., Drafted by: Asad-Alah Khan 

Maraghei (Ref: THBCB)  



174 

Appendix – VI: Map of Grand Bazaar in 1910 A.D., Drafted by: Asad-Alah Khan 

Maraghei (Ref: THBCB)  
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Appendix – VII: (ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS IN CASE STUDY ZONE) 
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Appendix – XIII: (SHOTORBAN/DAVACHI BAZARCHASI (ARCADE))  
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Appendix –X IV: (KISHMISHCHILAR CARAVANSERAI)  
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Appendix – XV: (MISGAR-LAR (COPPER) RASTASI) 
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Appendix – XVI: (HASAN PADISHAH MOSQUE) 
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Appendix – XVII: (SIQQAT-EL-ISLAM MOSQUE)  
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Appendix – XVIII: (SEYID ALI AGA MOSQUE)   
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Appendix – XIX: (AKBARIYYA SCHOOL)   
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Appendix – XX: (FUNCTIONS)   
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Appendix – XXI: (PRIVATE and PUBLIC SPACES)   
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Appendix – XXII: (OWNERSHIPS)   
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Appendix – XXIII: (Typology of Showcases in the Tabriz Bazaar )  
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Appendix – XXIV: Comparison Bazaars with the Tabriz Grand Bazaar Survey 

(Ref: Author)  
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Appendix – XXV: (Presentation and conservation suggestion plan of the case study 

Zone)  


