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ABSTRACT

THE CONCEPTUAL VALUE OF THE PUBLIC SPACES: MARTYRS’ SQUARE,
TRIPOLI

Afaf Gennib
Architecture Master Thesis
Thesis Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Belinda Torus

June 2023, 126

Public squares carry conceptual values, shaped by the spatial practices of users, which
are variable in their type and strength. This study came to understand the process of
forming the conceptual values of the public squares, the interacting elements for their

formation, and knowing the reasons that lead to the change of these values.

The conceptual framework of the thesis is determined by studying the literature of
experts such as Lynch, Low, Madanipour, and others. The research begins by
examining several international examples of public squares during several periods,
reviewing the literature, and analyzing the images and drawings related to these
examples. This is to understand the process of shaping the conceptual values of public
spaces and the conditions causing their change. Martyrs Square in Tripoli was also
chosen for field study through direct observation, questionnaires, and interviews.
Qualitative and quantitative information was collected regarding the conceptual values
of the square and the elements that influence the type and strength of these values,
which were then discussed considering lessons learned from global examples.

This thesis concludes by identifying the elements influencing the strength and type of
public practices that shape the conceptual values of public space. It also provides
proposals on designing and developing public spaces, and others regarding Martyrs'
Square. Furthermore, opening the way for other studies in the area of Martyrs Square
in cooperation with the Tripoli General Planning Council and to benefit from its future

vision for the region.

Keywords: Public squares, Conceptual values, Physical components, Spatial

practices.



0z

KAMUSAL ALANLARIN KAVRAMSAL DEGERI: SEHITLER MEYDANI,
TRABLUS

Afaf Gennib
Mimarlik Yiiksek Lisans Tezi
Thesis Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Belinda Torus

Haziran 2023, 126

Kamusal meydanlar, kullanicilarin mekansal pratikleriyle sekillenen, tiirleri ve giicleri
degisken olan kavramsal degerler tasir. Bu galismada, kamusal meydanlarin kavramsal
degerlerinin olusum siireci, bunlarin olusumu i¢in etkilesimli unsurlar ve bu degerlerin

degismesine neden olan sebepler anlagilmstir.

Arastirmanin kavramsal c¢ergevesi, Lynch, Low, Madanipour ve digerleri gibi
uzmanlar literatiirii incelenerek belirlenir. Arastirma, g¢esitli donemlerde uluslararasi
meydan Orneklerini inceleyerek, literatiirii gdzden gecirerek ve bu orneklerle ilgili
resim ve cizimleri analiz ederek baslamaktadir. Bu, kamusal alanlarin kavramsal
degerlerinin sekillenme siirecini ve bunlarin degismesine neden olan kosullari
anlamaktir. Trablus'taki Sehitler Meydani da dogrudan gozlem, anketler ve gériismeler
yoluyla saha ¢alismasi icin segildi. Meydanin kavramsal degerleri ve bu degerlerin
tiiri ve giiclinii etkileyen unsurlar hakkinda nitel ve nicel bilgiler toplanmis ve kiiresel

orneklerden alinan dersler dikkate alinarak tartigilmistur.

Tez, kamusal alanin kavramsal degerlerini sekillendiren kamusal pratiklerin giiciinii
ve tlirlinii etkileyen unsurlar1 belirleyerek sona ermektedir. Ayrica, Sehitler Meydani
ile ilgili kamusal alanlarin ve digerlerinin tasarlanmasi ve gelistirilmesi konusunda
oneriler sunar. Ayrica Trablus Genel Planlama Konseyi ile igbirligi i¢inde Sehitler
Meydan1 alaninda baska c¢alismalarin 6niinii agmak ve bolgeye yonelik gelecek

vizyonundan yararlanmak.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Meydanlar, Kavramsal degerler, Fiziksel bilesenler, Mekansal

uygulamalar.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Public spaces in urban environments have multiple components that differ in
their nature and classification. Some of them represent the physical dimension,
whether it is tangible such as buildings, natural and architectural elements, or
intangible such as open areas and traffic paths. Some components of space represent
its practical dimension such as the practices of the space users through different
activities (Montgomery 1998). Public spaces also carry a conceptual value that
expresses it and its users, formed due to the spatial interactions between its
components, and it varies between social, political, commercial, and cultural values
(Carmona 2016, Low 2000, Carr et al. 1992). The more diverse values the space
carries, the richer it is, as they form part of the stock of space that constitutes its general
meaning (Hanzl 20013). One of the most important types of public space is public
squares, as they are considered conceptual focal points in cities, due to the importance
of their geographical and social location in relation to the city and life in it. (Lynch
1960, Buyuksahin, 2019 Zakariya et al. 2014). public squares usually include vital
buildings within their borders, such as public and historical buildings (Alves 2017).
They are also considered a place where the city's most critical activities occur
(Mazroua 2021). Therefore, they were chosen as the subject of research and

investigation in shaping the conceptual value of public space.

To understand the process of renewing the conceptual value of public squares, it
IS necessary to examine the process of forming the conceptual value of public squares
in different historical periods by identifying the material components of the square and
the extent of the effect of their differences in the formation process in each historical
period. Also, studying public activities and practices interacting with the square's
material components and how they produce a different value for the Square according
to the conditions interacting within it. Martyrs' Square in Tripoli is one of the most
important examples that illustrate the ability of the public Square to renew and retrieve
conceptual values that may have been lost due to the weakness of the spatial
interactions that make it up. Throughout history, Martyrs' Square witnessed a period

in which it had strong and varied conceptual values (Ejroushi 2020, Saqgr 2020).



However, in the era of dictatorial rule from 1996-2011, it witnessed a severe weakness
in the public practices that formed its values (Saqr 2020). The result was the absence
of most of the conceptual values from the Square, such as the social value the most
important for public life, the Commercial, cultural, and religious values, with the
existence of a monopoly of political value (Mozoghi et al. 2015). Martyrs' Square
today is witnessing a return of the spatial practices with strength and diversity
interacting with its material framework forming new values for the Square, making it
a suitable case study to understand the process of retrieving the conceptual value of

public squares.
1.1 Motivations Of the Study

Modern architects are more concerned with physical masses and their distribution
in space than with space, which is the space of human life and experience. This has
led to the creation of neglected spaces that people do not use, although they are
endowed with aesthetic levels. The most affected are the public spaces in modern
urban areas, which are more suitable for passage than staying and interacting. Gehl
explained that he had recognized the weakness of this aspect in his architectural studies
and therefore conducted several field studies in which he tried to understand the
functioning of public space, which depends primarily on users and their interaction
with it (2004). He also determined the success of planning and design based on the
intensity with which people used the space. Those who follow the design and planning
movement of public spaces in Libya, particularly the renovations and development
work in the historic center of the city of Tripoli, which includes the Old City and
Martyrs' Square, wonder if they are based on the modernist planning basis, that is
interested in physical masses and aesthetics at the expense of comfort for users. From
this point of view, the intention was to conduct an investigation involving a field study
in the center of Tripoli to find out the quality of the public spaces and to what extent
they meet the needs and comfort of the users. It also aimed to raise awareness of the
new planning and design principles based on considering people as the main element

by studying their behavior and understanding their needs.

Public squares play an important role in public life, and they are an indicator of its
health, as the interactions that take place in public squares due to the different practices
of the population form values that express the city and the people who inhabit it.
Therefore, the study of the conceptual values of public squares provides information

2



about the degree of democracy, the strength of the economy, artistic and architectural
development, and the degree of pluralism and integration of the different social groups
in the city. Libyan country is experiencing a new historical era, which began with a
revolution against the former dictatorial regime to achieve freedom. After that, the
country went through different phases between stability and confusion until it reached
the political and civil stability phase, characterized by new features, the most important
of which are liberation and openness at all levels. Therefore, this study came to
investigate the conceptual values that emerge from the public squares in the Libyan
capital to determine the impact of the change that the country is experiencing in public
life. The change can be seen in the practices of residents in public spaces as well as in
the evolution of architecture and the planning of public spaces, the most important of

which is Martyrs' Square, the main square of Tripoli.
1.2 Problem Statement

Public squares carry conceptual values that express the urban environment in
which they are located, and the users who inhabit them, and these values are changing
and renewing. For instance, the value of the public square may shift from a commercial
center of the city to an administrative center. In other cases, it may lose its conceptual
value and become neglected after it was a vital public space, such as Martyrs’ Square
in Tripoli, which lost its value and became a parking lot at a previous historical period
after being the city's urban center. Therefore, this study came to understand the process
of transformation in the conceptual value of public spaces, and to answer this question,
the research adopts several questions that fall into the same goal, as the investigation
includes the process of forming the conceptual value of public squares, what are the
interactions leading to its formation? What are the elements involved in these
interactions? And what factors affect these interactions, either positively or
negatively? By answering these questions, the research identifies the changes and

conditions that led to the difference in the conceptual value of public squares.
1.3 The Scope of The Study

The research aims to study public squares in urban environments, considered an
example of public spaces. Therefore, the second chapter of the study is dedicated to
understanding the nature and types of public spaces as an introduction to understanding

the public squares to which they belong. The study then focuses on public squares,



their characteristics, their importance, and their role in the lives of individuals and
society.

The main objective of this study is to investigate the values and concepts that
public squares carry and that result from the practices of users and their interaction
with the physical framework of the square. Through reviewing several anthropological
studies, the study begins with defining the public square's socio-spatial components,
including the physical components and the spatial practices, as well as the interactions
that occur in public squares, which form the values and concepts characteristic of each
square. This aims to determine a framework to analyze and study public squares and

their values.

The thesis dedicated the third chapter to obtaining a general idea about forming the
conceptual values of public squares and how they are changing and renewable over
time through studying several global examples and analyzing their components and
the spatial interactions that form their conceptual values through several historical
phases, as well as extracting the main planning, designing and administrative elements
that effect on the spatial interactions within public squares to draw lessons that can be

adopted in studying and developing the case study and other public squares.

In the fourth chapter, Martyrs' Square in Tripoli, a Libyan city, was selected as a
case study for conceptual value by conducting a field study to collect factual
information on its current components and the interactions that occur within it.
Analyzing and discussing it to understand how the conceptual value of the square is
retrieved. The study concludes to make general recommendations about the design and

development of public squares and proposals about the development of the case study.
1.4 Limitations Of the Study

In this study, examples of public squares in different historical phases were
investigated, focusing on their physical components. And although the maps and
diagrams in some cases were not clear and comprehensive of the required data.
However, an attempt has been made to collect the required data about the components
of public squares, such as border buildings and their functions, architectural elements
within and within the boundaries of the squares, movement paths, and others, by
reviewing the literature and analyzing the paintings and pictures that dealt with the

intended examples.



In this study, direct interviews with users of Martyrs' Square were used as a
means of collecting the required data. These interviews were conducted within a
specific time, which may limit the expansion and comprehensiveness of the data
collected. Therefore, conducting more interviews to include a broader research circle
and addressing more details is one of its roles in enhancing the results and proposals
of the study.

The study concluded with design and planning proposals for the development of
Martyrs' Square in order to increase the intensity of its use and the diversity of spatial
practices. These proposals could be more suitable for the future vision of the Martyrs'
Square area, if it was done in cooperation with the General Planning Authority in the

city of Tripoli, whose tasks are to develop future plans for the city of Tripoli.

1.5 Methods Of the Study

This study is concerned with the study of values and concepts. Therefore, it aims
mainly at qualitative information, such as the nature of the material components of the
public squares, the function of these components, the impact of these components on
the square, the nature of the spatial practices in the public squares, the nature of the
users and their needs, and the values that the squares carry. However, the research also
aims to provide some quantitative information, such as the intensity of spatial
practices, the level of services in the squares, and the strength of the conceptual values
that the squares carry. The research is mainly qualitative, as it applies the methods of
studying realistic cases of public squares to obtain the information needed to answer
the research questions, and the following are the methods used in this research to

collect data (Figure 1):

o To determine the conceptual framework adopted in this thesis for collecting
and analysing information, this phase used the method of reviewing the
literature of experts and their theories and conclusions in defining the
elements of the study, such as the definition of public squares, the
components of public squares that enter spatial interactions, the public square
values, and others. In this phase, diagrams and tables were developed for the
research elements used to analyse the studied examples of public squares.

o A study of examples of public squares during several historical periods, and

in this phase, the literature that dealt with these examples, whether through



explanation and analysis or by listing general information about them, was
reviewed. Maps, paintings, and images that illustrate the physical
components of the selected examples and the events that take place in them
were also examined. The extracted information was categorized and
discussed based on the conceptual framework of this research: the physical
components; the spatial practices; the elements that influence the interaction
of the components of the square; and the values that the square carries.

The Martyrs' Square in Tripoli case study was studied in several historical

periods; for studying the previous historical periods, literature about the

square was reviewed, and uses the same analyzing information method used
in the global examples. The field study method was used for the study of

Martyrs' Square at the present time. In this method, quantitative and

qualitative information was collected using the following three methods: -

o Direct observation of the study case, identifying the crucial points in
the study area and then observing them at different periods to extract
or verify information obtained from the questionnaire or interviews.

o The questionnaire is aimed at the users of Martyrs' Square, ensuring
that it includes all categories of users and that the number of
participants is greater than 100 to obtain more effective results. The
questionnaire aims to collect qualitative information about the
activities in the square, the services available, and the obstacles they
may face in accessing or staying in the square. also, collecting
quantitative information, such as the number of visits to the square
and the time they spent there, and determining the intensity of use
and the strength of the values that the square carries by counting the
number of interactants.

o The interviews are addressed to the users of the square and its
boundaries, include all categories of the users, and aim mainly at
qualitative information, such as the types of activities that take place in
the square, the needs of the users, the square's conceptual values from
the users' point of view, and the users' suggestions for the development
of the square. The information is provided in the form of tables and
diagrams and discussed based on the conceptual framework of the



study and in light of lessons learned from global examples to answer
the research question and make suggestions for the development of
Martyrs' Square to meet the needs of users and improve spatial
interactions in the square to strengthen the conceptual values it carries
and provide a reference for the study and development of public

squares.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

2.1 Public Spaces

One of the greatest challenges in understanding and studying public space is to
find a unified definition among professionals such as sociologists, geographers,
architects, planners, urban designers, etc., so that communication among these
disciplines becomes more effective in the study of public space (Madanipour 1995).
In 1948, the Italian architect Bruno Zevi, in his famous book Architecture as Space, in
which he examined the history of architecture in light of its nature as space, presented
a definition of public space as a container whose walls are the facades of buildings and
whose content is the space that is formed within them. As Zevi has shown, the physical
boundaries of public space include design elements such as fountains, statues, and
plants. These elements, whether boundary buildings or architectural elements,
represent physical constraints on the continuity of spatial experience but
architecturally, they are means to organize space in a meaningful form (Zevi 1957, p.
24).

With the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the modern architectural
movements, the idea that space already exists and is unlimited was adopted, defining
architectural space as a positive entity in which the traditional categories of tectonic
form and surface emerged (Colquhoun 1989, p. 225). For the modernists, the definition
of public space as a relationship between intertwined spaces became the essence of
architecture (Madanipour 1995, p. 335). Since the emergence of the postmodern
movements in the 1970s, the concept of public space has been criticized, with
postmodernists presenting a new concept of space based on their interest in physical
mass and its meanings, separating physical space from social space (Van de Ven
1993). In 1979, Krier presented a definition of public space that focused on the
physical dimension of space, clarifying that public space is outdoor space and all types
of spaces between buildings in cities and other places. Similarly, Kevin Lynch, in his
1960 book The Image of the City, first defines the city as a structure in space and then
explains that public space is one of the formal types of material elements that make up
the image of the city (1960, pp. 1-7).



One of the most prominent contemporary definitions of public space comes from
Christine F. Miller, a researcher in the field of landscape architecture, who assumes
that public space is a type of physical space and public spheres, and that physical space
is important to public life, though the discourse of public space can extend to multiple
areas of life (2007). Miller argues that the definitions of public space by designers,
planners, and engineers are far from reality because they focus on the physical qualities
of public space and ignore the immaterial qualities of space (2007). Therefore, Miller
clarifies that public spaces do not exist as static physical entities but are constellations
of thoughts, actions, and the environment (Miller, 2007, p. 11). Open public spaces are
places where citizens can gather or walk around and where people can be social and
festive. For Miller, public spaces are the core of urbanization, and without these living
spaces, cities are just a bunch of buildings where there are no opportunities for positive

interactions between friends and strangers (2007, p. 5).

Some thinkers focused their definition of public space on non-material
dimensions and their importance in creating space, such as activities and social
interactions. For example, Carr et al. (1992) "define public space” as a shared place
where people practice functional and ritualistic rites that bind the community together,
whether daily routines or periodic celebrations. Franco, too, defines public space as a
place that people can access at any time without being bound by a schedule, record, or
permit for movement or entry and that allows for a wide range of activities and uses,
from commerce to celebration, explaining the dynamic spatial properties of space that
give it vitality and foster spatial interactions among residents( 2017). In other thinkers'
definitions, it is a place that is open to the public and where communities define
themselves through dialogue, action, and reflection as they participate side-by-side in
various activities (Madanipour, 1996; Carr et al., 1992; Lynch 1972)).

After examining several definitions of public space, this research adopts the most
comprehensive definition of public space, which shows that public space is the
physical space with its other dimensions, the most important of which is the social
dimension, that is, the dynamic concept that allows constant change and integration,
and the value of space within this concept is realized by observing the emergence of
space, whether in the creation or renewal of a space where all the processes of
development and daily life intersect (Madanipour, 1996, p. 331). Thus, it is not only

the physical conditions that constitute public space, but rather the crucible in which
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the spatial interaction between the public, with all its backgrounds and needs, produces
a public space with a conceptual value that reflects the spatial interactions that
produced it. As Lynch clarifies, nothing in the city is experienced in isolation but
always in relation to its surroundings and the sequences of events that led to them
(1960). Lefebvre also emphasizes that space and society are intimately connected, and
that public space is produced by society (1991).

2.2 Types Of Public Spaces

Public spaces take many forms and serve a variety of purposes. Although the
definition of public space is not without controversy, there are several studies that
distinguish a wide range of public spaces and base their classification on several basic
concepts, including type of use, restrictions on use (exclusion) and ease of access. One
such study was presented by Michael Walzer in 1986. In this study, public space was
divided into two areas, with the classification based on the restriction of use of public
space, namely closed-minded spaces and open-minded spaces.

. Close-minded spaces, which are intended for one type of use, and this type
includes many modern urban spaces such as shopping centres, government
complexes, and highways. This type of public space limits social mixing
and political activity.

. Open-minded spaces, which are allowed diversity in use and users; for
example, external public spaces that are associated with traditional cities,
such as streets, squares and parks, and this type of space is open to political
and civil activity.

Another study presented by Micek al el 2019 on the assessment and development
of public spaces deals with the classification of public spaces. The study was also
based on Goldf's classification of public spaces in terms of their general role in the
city, which ranged from symbolic and religious role to recreational or purely functional

role, and the classification is as follows:

o In representative spaces, it is often a square created as a symbol of the social
relations formed between the inhabitants, in a memorable geometric form
usually associated with objects of special significance.

o Traffic spaces, such as streets (vehicles and pedestrians' traffic areas).

11



o Commercial spaces, including spaces used for commercial purposes and
bazaars.

o Ordinary spaces, which are spaces created for a purely functional need, usually
for a variety of uses, such as residential areas.

o religious spaces, they are spaces for religious ceremonies, which are the spaces
attached to religious buildings, such as the courtyard of the mosque or the
church.

. Green spaces and recreational functions, such as parks,

o Town marketplaces, which are urban areas that are usually created when the
city is built and sometimes before, in a various form.

. Recreational spaces, which are spaces for leisure purposes usually within a
residential area such as squares.

The 2009 study by Colnizo et al. on public space illustrates the different models
of public space tested by Kurt Iveson, who divided them into four models based on

exclusion and access as follows:

o The ceremonial model, this type focuses on large-scale civic sites that are in
public ownership, the most important of which are the public squares and
plazas in the city, which are the places where people gather to celebrate
important events in the life of the nation. Historically these spaces were the
place where the state displayed its authority, which nowadays have become the
main sites of political assembly and expression.

o The second type does not focus on private or publicly owned sites as much as
it focuses on social mixing and a sense of community in spaces that are
enhanced by traditional elements of urban design, such as high-density mixed
use, and easy pedestrian access facilities, where public life traverses urban
spaces owned by both the public and private sectors. This classification
represents most of the central areas of ancient cities, especially North America
and Europe, which were established before the advent of the car.

o The third model of public spaces is characterised by its ideal qualities, namely
openness and accessibility. This model reflects the liberal concern for the right
to participate in life and public affairs and emphasises the importance of public
spaces where all residents are accepted without discrimination on a social basis.

These fundamentals were the basis for many pre-World War 11 city plans and
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the principle of the public parks movement in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The study by Colnizo et al. also mentions the opinion of
the prominent designer Frederic Law that public gardens played a moral role
by reassuring the industrial working class and promoting the virtues of rural
life in the inner city.

J The fourth model of public spaces is distinguished in that it seeks to enable
interaction between multiple audiences, where the real diversity of the public
can be experienced, meaning that members of different groups can mix and
overlap in common spaces without becoming homogeneous. This diversity
requires relaxing zoning and discrimination of different land uses with
regulatory controls on public spaces to allow for a wider range of social
expression. These basics contradict most contemporary trends in the

development and control of public spaces.

The research chooses the public square as one of the examples of public spaces,
in order to be the subject of research and study, due to the importance of public squares
and their vital role for the city and the population, where public squares are
characterized by several characteristics that make them the most efficient in the urban
structure and put them at the forefront of public spaces, such as robustness and
openness, which makes them a centre for city events, where the dynamism is
concentrated in a heavy site, thus, the dynamic relationships between the components
of the square create the social opportunities that make the squares social nodes in urban

life within cities (Buyuksahin, 2019., Zakariya et al, 2014).

2.2.1 Public Squares. Nodes, as Lynch calls them, are strategic points in the
city that the observer can enter, and they are the intense foci from which the travellers
start or end their journey (Lynch, 1960). Public squares may be joints or places where
transportation stops, as they are a transit area or the confluence of tracks in their
transformation from one structure to another (Lynch 1960). They may be mere
concentrations that gain their importance from the intensification of uses or physical
characteristics, such as a resting place on a street corner or an enclosed square, where
some focus nodes represent the focus and summary of the region in which they are
located and have an impact on it (Lynch 1960). The nodes are related to the concept of

the region as they represent the centre of polarization, and their concept is also linked
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to the concept of paths, being intersections and part of the paths and trip events (Lynch,

1960, p. 48).

Alves in his research, The Traditional Urban Square, defines two concepts of

public squares; The traditional concept of the square, which is the result of buildings
gathering around a space, and one of its characteristics is that it is a closed space; The
modern concept, where the square is defined as a space within the city, and its specific
elements are clear and visible from the inside, where the space confirms the feeling of
presence more than any other area within the city (2017, p. 1). Regarding the elements
surrounding the square, Alves argues that they are not defining the square but that the
square is what gives them a sense of boundary and conformation (2017, p. 1).
One of the characteristics of squares is that they always guarantee a certain level of
activity, even if it is a minimum, also inherently allow for control of the space (the ease
of external access is in line with the minimal internal surface that is controlled) (Alves,
2017). Due to the symbolism of squares, they often display public buildings or parts
of them in their general content, such as mosques, churches, monasteries, and others
(Alves, 2017, p. 3). Another characteristic of the square is the enclosure, which means
that the external widths do not overlap from any point in the square as well as close
the entrances by adding brackets or thresholds and sometimes using buildings to close
the entrances (Alves 2017, p. 4). The presence of public paths such as pedestrian and
car paths is one of the indicators of the nature of the square (Alves 2017, pp. 3-4).

2.2.1.1 The role of the public squares. Public squares, by their nature and
characteristics, attract large numbers of people to use them through a variety of
activities. They are a place that promotes positive social interactions among residents,
where one can meet other individuals and experience a variety of behaviors (Lynch,
1992). The public square is a place where people can express themselves, face
difficulties and even take risks, and it may create a state of tension or relaxation, which
is essential for psychological well-being (Lynch, 1992). Public squares are
characterized by a variety of uses, where each public square can be used for a specific
purpose, whether commercial, political, cultural, or recreational, or it can be a public
square that serves multiple functions, and it is an asset in its use (Mazroua, 2021).
Multiple uses of squares affect the city and urban life, including the image of the city
and its aesthetic dimensions, sense of community, economy, comfort and user well-
being (Mazroua, 2021).
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2.2.1.1.1 The social role. Public squares, as well as public spaces, have one of
their most important roles which is the possibility of bringing together the different
spectrums of society within an open space, with the diversity of their categories, race,
gender, and age, while providing the opportunity for interaction and communication
(Madanipour, 1996). In other words, the main element in public spaces is the
stimulation and making it possible to form a characteristic of a multi-class, multi-
cultural and heterogeneous society (Carr et al., 1992). According to Jon Lang (2005),
social activities such as interacting with others or observing people's activities provide
socialization and help the personal growth of individuals. On the other hand, it clarifies
social duties and obligations, as well as increases people's support for each other, and
thus reduces the feeling of alienation from society in squares and public places where

there is great social interaction.

2.2.1.1.2 The commercial role. The traditional role of public squares is to
stimulate commercial activities, as there has always been a strong relationship between
commercial activity and public squares to take advantage of their distinctive
characteristics, as they are attractive areas for individuals, Such as the establishment
of public markets and the distribution of commercial buildings within its borders
(Thompson, 1998). The market in public squares is a ceremonial event that brings
people together on a regular basis, creating an intimate atmosphere between sellers and
visitors. (Suzann et al., 2009). Establishing markets in public squares lead to more
movement and dynamism in the region and are beneficial to both business owners and
the local economy through sales, taxes, and job increases (yang, 2015). In 2002, the
pps project surveyed 800 customers from several groups of indoor and outdoor markets
across the country, and the results were that 60% of market shoppers in the public
square visited nearby stores on the same day (projects for public spaces, 2008).
Festivals and celebrations that are held in public squares annually attract many people
from around the world to come to visit the city, and this affects the general economy
of the country (yang, 2015). Also, public squares, like all public spaces, have an
impact on the economic value of the land they cover, due to the vital characteristics

they have (Thompson, 1998).

2.2.1.1.3 The symbolic role . public squares are linked to the public image of the

cities to which they belong and have special importance for the city through the
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symbolism that they carry, they are contributing to a sense of continuity for one
community and work to link community members together (Moughtin, 2003; Lynch,
1992). The inhabitants consider that their main square represents what is the most
distinguished of their city, as the main square summarizes the unique identity of the
city, where the unique character of each square results from the integration of regional
differences through the architectural forms and materials of the square and the border
buildings (Fiqure 2) (Suzann et al. 2009). Therefore, public squares increase the pride
and identification of inhabitants with their cities, and as stated by Professor Mustafa
Al-Yateem from the University of Tripoli, Libya, which is that squares play an
important role in a person’s memory of the city more than the buildings themselves

(Suzann et al., 2009).

Piazza Ducale, Vigevano

Fiqure 2. The unique character of different squares from different cities
(Suzann et al., 2009)

2.2.1.1.4 The ecstatic role . The public square, with its unique characteristics, is
considered a strategic location for the establishment of art exhibitions, where works of
art are displayed inside the square to form distinct artistic installations through their
integration with the landscape of the city, and thus enhance the aesthetic dimension of
it (Nia et al., 2018). The spatial configurations (historic buildings, paintings, statues)
for each square represent a public art that increases the feeling of joy and pleasure for
the users, and thus reaching aesthetic satisfaction (Davari, 2014). Organizing public
spaces to be positive spaces characterized by enclosure that provides an artistic
dimension that results from the relationship of buildings with each other, as it can be
sensed aesthetically and visually (Nia et al. 2018). Collin mentioned in his book The

Concise Townscape, that the buildings that are seen collectively give an aesthetic sense
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and visual immunity that are not available when seeing each building separately
(1961).

2.2.1.1.5 The political role. Politics is the meaning synonymous with the word
square for some, but in fact, politics represents part of the definition of the square.
Since politics is concerned with the exercise of power and mediation in conflict, and
the square is concerned with the exchange of ideas, the role of the political square is
to allow individuals and institutions such as political parties, media, worker groups,
think tanks, and others, by delivering their messages by participating in political
activities within the public square, such as demonstrations, speeches, and others
(Pennings, 2005). Public squares are considered the starting point for revolutions and
rebellions against power through the gatherings held inside public squares. For
example, the Italian public movements are called (movimenti di piazza), which means
moving to the square, in a sign that public squares are the place of revolutions. this
role is considered one of the most important symbols of the political meaning of the
square (Turgut, 2020). Public squares sometimes impede and discourage public
movements. The design of the square may frighten the demonstrators and work to
normalize them, as happened in the Beijing demonstrations in Tiananmen Square
1989, which ended with the failure of the student revolution when the demonstrators
expressed their feelings of fear and alienation during their presence in the square
(Figure 3) (Faleh, 2018). On the other hand, the huge scale of public squares works to
dwarf the individual and force people to feel subject to the authority of the state. An
example of this is the Red Square in Moscow, which has always crossed the authority
and hegemony of the state (Faleh, 2018). The square is a tool for expressing democracy
when it is public and available to all segments of society, allowing them to go and
participate in it without permission or permission and to express any reason (Turgut

2020).
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Figure 3. Demonstrations in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, 1989
( https://abcnews.go.com/International/tiananmen-square )

This research is concerned with the functional role of the public square more than with
the symbolic role and the identity it reflects. That is, the research looks at the activities
and the spatial practices in the squares, their types, and the extent of their impact and
being affected by the material settings of the square to create a specific conceptual

value.
2.3 The Socio-Spatial Components of The Public Square

The public square is a complex juxtaposition of many modern urban artifacts,
yet it is composed of the basic components of form, activity, and meaning
(Montgomery, 1998; Punter, 1991) public square is an experience of physical
conditions, activities, and concepts that revolve around them (Gosh et al., 2016).
Public square exists geographically and has spatial dimensions which give way to the
physical forms of the square, which include built forms, landscapes, cityscapes, and

permeability (Gosh et al., 2016).

The physical elements of the square are linked together in a spatial form that is
substantial and essential to the formation of the urban square, but the form alone is not
sufficient, as a function also has a role in changing the form and concept of space
(Gosh et al., 2016). Montgomery states that activity is one of the main components of
the urban square, as the people and activities associated with them spatially determine
the functional features of the square (1998). Gehl also categorized the activities
associated with the physical environment of the square and which are part of the

making of public squares into essential activities, optional activities, and social
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activities (1987). Hence, it could be understood that form and activity constitute

powerful components of the square.

To understand the public square and the process of its formation, fundamental
axes have been identified that clarify and classify the components of public squares to
study them and understand the relationships that bind them. This came in a study

conducted by Yiicesoy in 1999, which identified these axes as follows: -

J The formal axis, which includes all physical structures (built environment,
topography, landscape elements, and others).

o The functional axis, which includes the various activities and uses of space.

o The axis of perception, which includes the behaviours of those who live in
the city and use urban space, in addition to the characteristics of spatial
communication in space.

° Fourth; the social axis, which consists of the social environment and the
types of uses of space, where the concept of space for groups of people
determines the understanding and use of space. (1999).

Thus, in order to examine public squares and understand how the conceptual
values that revolve around them are formed, it is necessary to examine the components
that make up the physical environment of the squares, as well as the activities that take
place within them, which are divided into activities that relate to the people who use
the squares and their needs, and activities that relate to the physical environment of the

square. (Figure 4).
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Figure 4: the socio-spatial components of the public square

2.3.1  The Physical Components. Some studies, which are concerned with
the physical composition of the public squares, described the public square as being
like a box, and the components of the box which are the edges, the base, and the roof,
were linked to the components of the square, and explained that the edges represent
the border buildings, and the base represents the floor of the square, with its natural or
industrial settings, while the ceiling represents the sky, and what the square contains
of artificial ceilings or shades (Bertrand 1984, p.30). In their study of the physical
components of the public square,

In another study conducted in 2001 by Galibourgl et al., which adopted almost
the same concept, which classifies the physical components of the square into three
components, which are the base, the ceiling, and the distance between them, explaining
that the ceiling often represents the sky, and it was referred to as the fourth dimension
of space, as well as the artificial ceilings, which It responds to the climatic conditions
of the region. The base, which represents the square itself and the preparations it
includes, some of which are fixed, and some are variable, such as natural elements, for
instance, the topography of the earth, and industrial elements for instance furnishings
and paths. As for the physical distance that extends from the base to the sky, it was

clarified that it includes all the border elements of the square such as buildings and
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natural elements (river, sea, etc), It also includes the settings of the square such as
vegetation or architectural elements for instance statues, fountains, arches, etc (Figure

5).
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Figure 5. The physical features of the public squares

Public squares, like public spaces, are a vital fluid in the city and their forms are
partly the result of the shape and appearance of the city (Sablet 1988, p.11, Lynch
1960). Therefore, to gain a deeper understanding of the public square, it needs to be
studied from a dynamic perspective, as the square occupies multiple sites in the city,
is associated with various spatial elements and structures, and is related to different
constructions and uses in the city (Lynch, 1960). As Calibourg et al. explained in 2001,
the main physical aspects that enable a dynamic study of the public square are the

following: -

o The urban structure: since the public square is a moment of movement in the
city, and as Lynch makes clear, the square has no specific boundaries, but
fits into a larger structure that constitutes the spaces of the city (1960). Thus,
the public square is understood through its relationship to what surrounds it
and what follows it.

. Street: The square is closely linked to the street, as it determines its location
and is the cause and beginning of'its establishment in some cases. In addition,

it facilitates access to the square and gives different images of the appearance
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of the square and determines how open or closed it is based on the

relationship between them.

The physical characteristics of public square are related to access, location and
physiological comfort under different climatic conditions and include man-made
elements such as monuments, stairs, ponds, and natural elements that encourage people
to visit and interact in public space (Figure 6) (Whyte, 1980). White has shown in his
study of public squares in 1980 that the spatial-physical units of public sphere are
important and useful for understanding and interacting with space, which can be

divided into two categories: -

o square preparations that are places to stop and stay, which include seating
and focal areas such as playgrounds, traffic stations and eating areas. They
also include circulation routes for vehicles and pedestrians, which are spatial
connections and routes to guide people through space.

o Square boundaries, which include boundary buildings, aesthetic and
functional architectural elements and visual and physical entrances that

invite and allow access to space.
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Figure 6. The spatial physical units of the public squares

2.3.2 The Spatial Practices. Oldenburg explains the human need for a place
where one can escape the daily routine of moving between home and work, namely
recreational space, which acts as a mediator between the activities of living and
working (1999 p.159). Public squares, which include cafés, bars, libraries, hair
salons, and others, represent a dynamic program integrated within the urban fabric
and serve as a platform for the emergence of dialogue through the demographic

characteristics of the space (Oldenburg, 1999, p.169). The multi-layered daily life

22

N
circulation routes for

———————

RS



that takes place in the public square through spatial practices that are identical,
repetitive, overlapping, or adjacent to social relations of a different kind is what
constitutes the public square and forms its meaning (Figure 7) (Batuman, 2015).
Activities within a public square may include physical exertion or movement, such
as walking, eating, shopping, or even conversation, and this type is referred to as
positive activity (Carr et al., 1992). Another type of activity in public squares, that
does not involve physical exertion, such as sitting and enjoying the public
environment and its aesthetic sights, or physical activity for other users of the square,

is called passive activity. (Carr et al., 1992).
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formation process

Identical ars Overlatli);)ling Dlﬁ;rentl :lmd
spatial practices ; : spa of socl
? P spatial practices practices relations

{Batuman, 2015}

Figure 7. Public squares production process

Activity is an important element for the vitality of the public square and for its

visual appeal (Moughtin, 2007, p.87). In his book Life between Buildings, Gehl

classified the activities in the public space into three categories (Figure 8): -

e Necessary activities are activities that a person performs under any
circumstances, such as going to school or work, shopping for necessity, etc.,
which are based on physical activity such as walking.

e Secondly, optional activities, which are non-urgent and depend on the person’s
desire, increase when the appropriate circumstance is available, such as the
quality of the weather or the quality of the physical environment, and include
walking, sitting, and playing outside.

e social activities, include physical or passive contact and occur when people
gather in the same space; they are spontaneous, occur in a variety of settings,

and can occur in parallel to the previous two types.
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Figure 8. Classification of the public activities

The diverse activities that take place in the inner spaces of the square and its
periphery define the public square (Abbassi, 2016, p.9). These activities reflect social
life and its demands within cities (Chubuk, 1991). Public activities differ in their
classification according to the function of the square and the buildings adjacent to it,
and they vary between religious, cultural, commercial, and social; the square may
contain one type of these activities or more, or all of them together (Jubuk, 1991).
Public squares today are venues for major ceremonial events; spaces for entertainment
around buildings such as theatres, cinemas, restaurants, and cafes; spaces for shopping;
spaces around which administrative offices gather; places associated with urban traffic
intersections; Some squares are spaces that serve overlapping functions (Moughtin,
2007, p.88). Public activities, in their interaction with the physical structures of the
public square, transform it into urban focal points and symbolic components within
the city and, together with other components, constitute the conceptual values of the
public square (Figure 9) (Kostoff, 1999).
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Figure 9: The formation process of the squares’ conceptual value

2.4 The Role of Socio-Spatial Components in Forming Public Squares

Small spatial interactions and daily routines in public squares create a degree of
intimacy, these social interactions transform everyday locations such as markets and
cafés into familiar spaces shaped by the action of the crowd (Hall 2015). Spatial
interactions in public squares through space-making practices extend their scope by
capturing broader sets of transactions that occur in the public sphere of the city whether
economic, social, political, or otherwise (Vaughan 2015). Arendt asserts that the public
square does not exist except through the performance of social actors, as the production
of public square requires the repetition of spatial practices (1958). Studies show that
spatial interactions that include the physical dimension and social interactions affect
the overall meaning of square (Peters, 2011; Dempsey, 2009; David, Garcia-Ramon et
al., 2004; Enric 2002). The built environment, for example, has several functions that
can influence human decisions in the non-built environment. As Lynch explains,
nothing in the city can be defined or experienced alone but is always known through
its relationship to the environment and the chain events that lead to it (1960). The
functional features of the public square are the main factors that drive people to interact
within these places, and the presence of seating areas and spaces for events in the space
encourages the emergence of activities that connect people and improve spatial

interactions (Whyte, 1980, p. 94).
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The two driving forces that make up the public square, one of them is ephemeral and
performative and is represented at the practical level of the square, and the other works
on stability and cohesion and is represented at the physical level. The formation of the
public square comes from a joint performance work that produces a space that carries
the spirit of the audience through its permanent form, which is expressed by the

spatiality of the space that connects it to the audience (Arendt, 1958; Canter, 1975).
2.5 The Conceptual Value of Public Square

The public square is not only a physical space, whether spatial or geographical,
but also includes social, political, cultural, commercial, informational, religious, and
ethical content and values (Ben Gharbia, 2018). The public square stimulates
discussions and interactions and uses the exchange of opinions and ideas in addition
to raising and solving problems and issues of common interest (Ben Gharbia, 2018).
Public squares are closely linked to the general social dynamics of society (Ben
Gharbia, 2018, p. 257). The Public square represents different meanings that can be
built from knowledge of space and its experience through social encounters, working
conditions, political activities, and memories, as the public squares are closely related
to the dynamic patterns of user groups (Carmona, 2010; Low, 2000; Carr et al., 1992).
This social production of the meanings of the public square includees the physical
dimension and the usage of the space (Low, 2000). Through different experiences,
people make connections with public squares and form conceptual values that, in their
entirety, form meanings that vary according to the functional conditions of the space
(Hanzl, 2013).

The production of public squares and the formation of their meaning takes place
in a relational way that combines several elements and components of space (Figure
10) (Massey, 1984, 1991). The way people adopt, use, and shape squares throughout
the city determine their meaning, and this urban process allows for the continuous
production and reconfiguration of new meanings for public squares (Cruz et al., 2018).
Transformation and continuous change are the main features of public squares because
although the physical form (design and planning) of the space is commensurate with
its functions and activities that occur in it, practices in public squares change due to

the changing needs and requirements of the population (Jan, 2010, p. 14).
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Figure 10. the process of forming the meaning of the public square

2.6 Conclusion

To examine the conceptual values expressed in public squares, it is necessary to
study and analyze the spatial interactions that shape them. These interactions result
from two main forces, one of which is ephemeral and performative and represented by
the practical dimension of the square, while the other is stabilizing and cohesive and
represented by the physical level of the square. The physical dimension of the square
includes the boundary elements such as buildings, architectural elements, and natural
elements. It also includes the ground of the square with all its natural and industrial
features, the most important of which are movement paths, seating areas and focal
points. The practical level includes the activities that take place in the square, including
those that arise from the function and the value of the physical environment of the
square and which arise from the needs of the square’ s users. The multi-layered daily
life that takes place in the public square, expressed in spatial practices that are
identical, repetitive, overlapping, or adjacent to social relations of a different kind, is
among the most important forces shaping the public square and its meaning. Moreover,
the built environment of the square has many functions that can influence human
decisions in the square. Thus, the production of the public square and its conceptual
values occurs in a relational manner between its performance components and its
stable components, which enables the continuous production of the public square and

the reproduction of new values and meanings for it.
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Chapter 3

Global Examples of Public Squares

In this chapter, several global examples of public squares with different
environments, components and concepts have been selected for analysis and study to
achieve a deeper and more realistic understanding of the process of forming conceptual
values for public squares, and the process of transformation and renewal of these
values over time. Also, to identify the elements affecting the intensity of spatial
interactions within the squares, such as design, services, management, and benefit
from them in developing recommendations and proposals for the development of
Martyrs’ Square and public squares. Examples from Italy are selected because they are
among the most important squares known throughout history and chosen by experts as
suitable examples for conducting anthropological studies. This tradition began in the
seventeenth century when the British sent young architects from among the sons of the
rich to study Italian towns and squares; Inigo Jones (Mckinstry, 2013) was one of the
most influential architects. This tradition continued into the nineteenth century, and
one of the most notable explorers to travel to Italy was Camillo Sette in 1889, whose
analysis of Italian squares outlined technical principles which he applied to town
planning (McQuillan). Which is why the most important representatives of modern
urban planning, Kevin Lynch, and Jean Gill, travelled to Italy to observe and study
Italian cities and their historical squares (Serrano, 2019; Ditommaso, 2015). The result
was numerous publications and research that helped lay the foundations for modern
urban planning (Serrano, 2019; Ditommaso, 2015). The journey of being guided by
Italian squares in the foundations of modern urban planning continues to the present
day, and one of the most important institutions to embrace this is the Gehl Studio
(Ditommaso, 2015). The study of Italian public squares is also considered an important
and relevant introduction to understanding the case study, Martyrs’ Square in Tripoli,
which was the subject of Italian design and planning that encompassed the city of
Tripoli during the period of the Italian mandate for Tripoli and which followed the
same planning and design principles to which historical Italian squares were subjected
(Segre, 1972). Martyrs’ Square, however, has retained almost the same planning and

material components to this day. Therefore, it was valuable to study and understand
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the historic Italian squares and derive the elements of strength in their planning that
can be adopted for the development of the case study.

Another example of public squares with an environment, components and concepts
that differ from the Italian examples is the Jemaa El Fnaa square in the Moroccan city
of Marrakech. This city represents an image of the planning of Islamic cities, where
the mosque, the castle and the market are the basic material components of their public
squares and most public activities revolve around them (Wilbaux, 2001, p. 263). The
study of Jemaa El Fnaa Square is important to understand one of the most important
stages in the formation of Martyrs’ Square, the stage that marked the beginning of the
physical emergence of Martyrs’ Square, which was the main square of the Islamic city
of Tripoli during Ottoman rule (De Mathuisieulx, 1903). Martyrs’ Square, like other
Islamic squares, was distinguished by its material components, which are represented
in the castle, the castle of al-Saraya al-Hamra, which exists within its physical
boundaries to this day, and the Islamic Centre and Market, which have disappeared
from the square’s components (Mughrawi, 2022). Thus, the study of Jemaa El-Fnaa
Square served to understand the conceptual value formation of squares in Islamic cities
and to develop some planning principles that can be adopted to revive some of the

concepts that were missing from Martyrs’ Square.

Another global example in this section is Red Square in the Russian city of
Moscow, because it is representative of a different kind of public square. Red Square
was famous for being a tool of power to show off and rule, characterized by its huge
area and the size of its material components (Voyce, 154, pp. 93-100). Red Square is
one of the best examples for studying the impact of political activities on the concept
of public squares and is considered a starting point for understanding the historical
phase that Martyrs’ Square went through during Muammar Gaddafi’s rule, in which it
was an instrument of power (Mozoghi et al., 2015). The planning of Red Square and
its impact on the strength of spatial interactions is also explored, which can be used in
analyzing the planning of Martyrs’ Square and identifying some planning principles

that increase the strength of spatial interactions in public squares.

All selected examples are examined in different historical periods, namely the
Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Industrial Revolution or the 19™ century, the 20%"

century, and the present day. Moreover, the historical periods in which each square is
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studied are determined based on the radical changes in conceptual value that each
square experiences. The squares are analyzed based on the conceptual framework
defined in chapter two. This includes examining the physical components of the
squares, i.e., the boundary buildings and architectural elements, and their impact on
the activities and spatial interactions in each square, examining the general practices
in the squares in terms of type and strength, examining the conceptual values of each
square, and identifying the factors that influence spatial interactions in squares, be it
the planning of the square, the type of services provided. The reasons for the changes

in the conceptual values of the squares are also identified in each period.
3.1 Italian Public Squares

The word square in Italian corresponds to the word piazza, which usually refers
to open spaces in a central location in the city (Vocabulary. Com) . Public squares have
existed in Italy since the Middle Ages and have had different functions and uses
throughout history, but they have always been an important urban space to create a
sense of community (Ibarcena 2021). In the Middle Ages, there were three types of
public squares. The most important, influential, and widespread was the religious
square. This was a small area surrounded by buildings of low height, usually with a
cathedral or a church, which in its dominant size was the main peripheral component
that defined the square, the square was characterized by the difficulty of access and
the intersection of streets with the space without intersecting with it, and the Practices
in the square were mostly related to the cathedral, such as religious processions and
popular ceremonies; The second type was the civic square, which was linked both
physically and by practices to the public palace. The third type, the commercial square,
which was the slowest to establish itself as a type of public square in the fabric of the
city, were small squares separated from and close to the main squares, such as the
market square in the Italian city of Florence, which was close to the main square della

Signoria (Piccnato 1935).

In the Renaissance, the tripartite division of public squares was no longer as clear
as it was in previous centuries, however, the square retained some of its principles and
character, such as maintaining the enclosed environment, although in some examples
traffic crosses the square instead of displaying it, an example of this Piazza Palma
Nova (Piccnato, 1935). Public squares in the renaissance era were the central space for

hosting markets and related economic activities, along with the church and the palace
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within the physical boundaries of the same space, with the presence of political and
religious activities, such as holding political meetings and religious ceremonies
(Eamonn, 2008, pp.100-185; Fusch, 1994). The religious square lost its calm and
simplicity, and the civil square turned into an aesthetic element serving the palace after
it was in the time of the municipalities a gathering hall for people in front of the public
building (Piccnato, 1935). On the other hand, the squares became full of design and
aesthetic elements such as fountains, benches and monuments, an example of that
piazza S. Ignazio, Roma (Piccnato, 1935). Furthermore, Squares began to
accommodate recreational activities such as visual art presentation and performance
and were also used as social spaces where people gather to meet family and friends

(Fusch, 1994).

In the modern era, the form and role of public squares in Italy changed. While
open markets were one of the most crucial elements that defined them, they are now
considered rare because the needs and activities of the inhabitants have changed and
the need for shopping has become the satisfaction of necessary needs (Fusch, 1994).
Italian squares were more diverse in their use and activities in the past, being a place
for markets, religious and public services, etc., but today many of them have become
specialized (Fusch, 1994; Rami, 2017). Religious activities still characterize public
squares in Italy, despite its slow pace, as there is more than one religious center in the
city that is not connected to public squares, which means that public squares are no
longer visited for this purpose (Fusch, 1994). Public squares in Italy today are famous
for their cultural value, being used as open theatres for concerts and galleries for works
of art, as many Italian artists have become famous for their performances in public
squares, such as Andrea Bocelli (Ibarcena, 2021). One of the most important material
and aesthetic components that make up Italian squares today are the historic buildings
and monuments that are the physical boundaries of most Italian squares (lbarcena,
2021). All this richness, whether historical, architectural or at the level of practices,
has added another dimension to Italian squares, namely the tourist dimension, as Italy
and its public squares have become a tourist destination for a large part of the world’s
population, and this new value of squares in Italy has been accompanied by many
activities that are public performances, such as dancing, painting and many different

shows (Eparcina, 2021).
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Two examples were selected from the Italian squares, one of which is Republic
Square in Florence, to study the effect of the material change of the square on the
conceptual value it expresses, and therefore the meaning it carries. The other example
is the Venice Square in Rome, which witnessed many changes on the physical and
functional levels, and its expression of many conceptual values during various

historical stages.

3.1.1  The Republic Square, Florence. The physical appearance of the
Republic Square witnessed several changes throughout the ages, beginning with the
Roman era when the square was the centre of the city and the site of the Roman Forum,
the square was distinguished at that time by its strategic location, as it was located at
the intersection of the two most important streets in the Roman city, namely Cardo.
Street and Decumanus Street, up to its modern form that took shape since the
Renaissance, and which has remained with the same components until the present time
(Figure 11) (Cesati, 2007). These changes in the physical features of the square,
whether the layout of the square or its boundary buildings, was followed by a
difference in the functions and uses of the square, and thus the conceptual value it
carries (Bargellini, 1998). The following is an analytical study of Republic Square
during three historical periods, namely the medieval period, the Renaissance period,
and the modern era period. At each stage, the components that enter the spatial
interactions and the conceptual values resulting from them are identified, as well as
the changes and the causes that led to the change in the conceptual values of the square

in each historical period.
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Figure 11. The location of the Republic square (The museum
of Florence, Hidden lItaly).
Illustration provided by the Researcher.
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31.11 Repitblic Square During the Middle Ages. In the Middle Ages,
Florence became one of the largest European cities, with the city’s population
increasing to 90,000 inhabitants (Cesati, 2007). In line with this increase the built
environment increased alarmingly to the point where there was no longer a park or
public space in the city (Horner al et, 2018). The impact of this change appeared in
Republic Square, where its area shrunk dramatically, and the square area was filled
with buildings, as it extended horizontally and vertically, and what is known as
medieval towers appeared among the physical boundary of the square (Figure 12)
(Cesati, 2007). The number of streets leading to the square also increased and became
twisted and forked like a maze, which made Republic Square characterized by

crowding and complexity (Cesati, 2007).

Figure 12. Mercato Vecchio (The old Market in the Republic square, Florence), 1860 -1882.
(Florence, Modern Art Gallery).

Florence in the Middle Ages was considered a world trade centre, and therefore
many trade guilds spread in its built environment, such as the Craftsmen’s Guild and
the Manufacturers’ Guild, which were based in the border buildings and towers of the
Republic Square (Horner et al., 2018). Also, among the components of the physical
square, the craftsmen’s headquarters appeared, which were low-rise and small
buildings that represented the workplace and residence of the craftsmen (Horner et
al., 2018). These buildings increased the crowding of the square physically and at the
level of practices and activities (Horner et al., 2018). The most important physical
component of the physical square was the market, which extended in an oval
longitudinally around the square, and consisted of adjacent booths covered with an
extended suspended ceiling to accommodate the movement of customers (Bargellini,
1998). The function of these physical components generated commercial activities
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within the space of Republic Square, making it the commercial centre and the beating
heart of Florence (Table 3.1) (Bargellini, 1998). The other effect of the physical
dimension of the Republic Square, which is the overcrowding and bifurcation in the
movement paths, led to the emergence of illegal activities such as theft and suspicious
acts, which had a clear impact on the value of the square, which was known as the
notorious square (Table 1) (Bargellini, 1998).

Table 1

Republic square production factors during Middle Ages
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3.1.1.2 Republic square during Renaissance era. With the beginning of the
Renaissance, a few merchants took control of the government, and thus minority rule
appeared in Florence (Cesati, 2007). That period in the history of Florence was a
period of artistic prosperity, when the princes attached great importance to art,
architecture, and planning (Cesati, 2007). Thus, a new era of planning an