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Abstract

Turkish Cinema almost came to a standstill in the early 1990s. At this point, important
substantial economic aids which Turkish directors basically received was from Eurimages
fund of the Council of Europe. Directors who benefited from this fund had the opportunity to
make their films and qualified for participating in film screenings held in numerous
international festivals. With USA gaining control over the distribution network in Turkey as
of 1990s through international film distribution companies and coming to the fore with
Hollywood movies in the world’s film market, independent films had to unite in a sense and
tried to survive. At this juncture, the financial aid Turkish cinema received from Eurimages,
which was established to preserve the European culture, to survive brought along a
practically substantial price in cultural and political aspects. Assuming that the non-Western
wanted to be integrated to the West based upon its Eurocentrism (or Western-centrism in a
wider context today), Europe would use the non-Western intellectuals who would exhibit a
self-orientalist approach and indirectly otherize the non-West. Thus, directors who became
alienated from their own societies in a different sense of aesthetics, started to adopt the
orientalist approach whether consciously or not in order to receive fund aids for the films
they wanted to make. This study will analyze the Western-centric approach in detail in the
perspective of historicity of the modernity, reveal the myths, and try to make sense of the role
given to the non-Western cinema in terms of cultural policy. Later on, the content of the
Turkish cinema, which is an example to the non-Western cinema to have changed after 1990,
following the support from European Union’s Eurimages Fund will be analyzed, and this fact
will be studied in terms of films within the conceptual framework.

Keywords: Orientalism, Existentialism, Eurocentrism, Inappropriate Other, Turkish Cinema,

Eurimages, Neoliberalism, Modernity
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Ozet

1990’11 yillarin basinda Tiirkiye Sinemasi neredeyse durma noktasina gelmistir. Bu noktada
Tiirkiye’li yonetmenlerin temel olarak destek aldigi en 6nemli ekonomik yardimlardan birisi
Avrupa Konseyi’nin Eurimages fonu olmustur. Bu fondan maddi destek alan yonetmenler,
filmlerini ¢cekebilme sans1 bulmus ve uluslararasi bir¢ok festivalde de gosterime katilmaya
hak kazanmislardir. ABD’nin gerek uluslararasi film dagitim sirketleriyle 1990’lardan
itibaren Tiirkiye’deki dagitim agin1 kontrolii altina almasi, gerek Hollywood filmleriyle
diinya film pazarinda ¢ok etkin bir konuma gelmesiyle birlikte bagimsiz sinemalar, bir
anlamda birlesmek zorunda kalmis ve ayakta kalmaya ¢aligmistir. Bu noktada, Avrupa
kiiltiiriinii koruma amaciyla kurulan Eurimages’in Tiirkiye sinemasini 1990’lardan sonra
ayaga kaldirmasiin karsiliginin, kiiltiirel ve politik baglamda oldukca biiyiik bedeli vardir.
Avrupa tilkeleri, Avrupamerkezcilik (veya gliniimiizde daha genis kapsamiyla
Batimerkezcilik) diisiince sekliyle Bati-disi’nin kendisine eklemlenmek istedigini varsayarak,
oto-sarkiyatci bir yaklagim sergileyecek Bati-dis1 entelektiiellerini kullanip Bati-disi’n1
dolayl olarak otekilestirmektedir. Boylelikle, kendi toplumlarina kars1 yabancilasan ‘auteur’
yonetmenler, ¢ekmek istedikleri filmler i¢in fon destegi alabilmek adina bilingli ya da
bilingsiz oto-sarkiyatci bir yaklagima girmistir. Bu ¢alismada; modernitenin tarihsellik algisi
perspektifinde Batimerkezci yaklasim detaylica ¢oziimlenerek bu yaklagimin mitleri ortaya
cikarilacak, sonrasinda kiiltiir politikast baglaminda Bati’nin Bati-dis1 sinemaya bigtigi rol
anlamlandirilacaktir. Ardindan, Bati-dis1 sinemanin bir 6rnegi olan Tiirkiye Sinemasi’nin
Avrupa Konseyi fonu Eurimages tarafindan desteklenmesiyle birlikte, 1990 sonrasi Tiirkiye
Sinemasi’nin degisen icerigi irdelenecektir. Ulusal ve uluslararasi film festivallerinden 6diil
almig Eurimages fonu destekli yonetmenlerin filmleri, Batimerkezci ideolojinin unsurlarindan

olan bireysellik, varolusculuk ile oto-sarkiyat¢ilik kavramlarinin ¢ergevesi iginde



X

degerlendirilecek ve bu donem sonrasina ait Tiirkiye sinemasi filmleri i¢in genel bir

tanimlama yapilmaya calisilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sarkiyatcilik, Varolusculuk, Batimerkezcilik, Uygunlastiriimis Oteki,

Tiirk Sinemasi, Eurimages, Neoliberalizm, Modernite
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INTRODUCTION

Problem

Cinema is a mass communication medium and a branch of art. Assembling images
successively through editing to create a meaningful whole with a subjective point of view
throughout the history resulted in the ideological use of cinema, as well. Used either
expressly as a tool of propaganda or implicatively as a medium which set ground for cultural
imperialism to globally spread out throughout the history, cinema still has rather significant

importance for the art community and the culture industry today.

The global predominance of the Hollywood cinema of the United States of America at the
beginning of the 21* Century is a result of the expansionist neoliberal policies of the country.
Those who realized how a great mass communication medium the cinema could be
influenced masses using films and never stood back from making the necessary investments
in order to reach greater masses. Aside from its cultural effect on the masses, predominance
on the cinema market yields a considerable amount of profit. However, this study is intended
to examine the effect created by the cinema medium in terms of the relation of culture and

ideology.

Ideology means “idea” due to its etymology (idée). Ideology is used to express a set of ideas
that form a whole, a theory, a system and even a mentality. Accordingly, the entire political,
religious, legal, philosophical, aesthetical ideas that direct the behaviors of a government, a
society or a class after political and social disciplines are created can be referred to as
ideology. Ideology has several meanings and a great role in Marxist studies. According to
Engels, ideology means teaching societies false consciousness and imposing it on them

(Ryan, 2000). In a capitalist order, individuals cannot get what they deserve for what they



produce since they are imposed false consciousness, and this state results in the alienation of
an individual from everything including his self and his labor. Proletarians who exert the
greatest effort and get the least reward in the wheels of a capitalist system are unable to step
out of the system due to the creation of such false consciousness. Today, such alienation
affects not only the proletariat class of a society but also each and every individual whose
lifestyle changes due to neoliberal policies. The smooth operation of the services to the upper

classes depends on hegemony.

It would be more elucidative to look into the gap, which class conflicts have conceived. The
terms “first world” country and “third world” country frequently expressed by the mass
media actually stand for developed and industrialized societies who continue in this direction
and the societies who are still developing and industrializing. Countries who are included in
such economically shaped concepts are globally referred to as “G8” countries'. Most of these
countries are those who are shortly referred to as the “Western countries”. The neoliberal
policies has dominated the world since 1980s and designates countries as “developed” or
“developing” in economic terms. Following the colonial and imperialist history of the world,
are the 'developing' countries able to survive only by depending on their colonizers after the
decolonization? According to dependency theories, the answer to this question can be yes
(Blaut, 2012). Thus, such status of the countries whose self-control still depends on their
colonizers although they are released is referred to as post-colonialism. The economic
dimension of the situation has paved the way for the colonizers to maintain the existence of
cultural imperialism policies, not directly but rather indirectly, today. Regarding the subject,
Edward Said uses the terms Orientalism and Occidentalism for the perspectives of the West

and the East use against each other. As implied in the history of modernity, ‘Western’

' G8 countries: United States of America, Japan, Germany, United Kingdom, France, Italy, Canada and Russia.
Russia’s membership has been suspended in 2014 due to political reasons. It would be more appropriate to
evaluate the economic/political situation of China, within the frame of a different study, who is considered as
one of the most significant economies of the world but cannot be not included in this economic summit.



countries fall further and ‘Eastern’ countries (the term ‘non-Western’ would be more accurate
today) fall behind relative to each other. Those who exhibit a subjective view towards each
other through their conventional notions otherize each other on society base. This attitude

appears implicitly or directly sometimes.

At this point, which class do the Western countries who discovered the class system think the
intellectuals of non-Western countries belong to? Do these intellectuals exhibit an “anti-
modern” attitude or adopt ‘Western values’? Moreover, how ‘intellectual’ can the non-
Western thought leaders who have an “anti-modern” approach be in the eyes of the West? As
you delve into the origins of these questions, you can see that there are European myths and
some rules, which are regarded as taboos, and that there is also false consciousness, which
leads one to think that such discourses cannot be questioned, and it would be unreasonable to
question such discourses. Thus, knowing the historical process of the Western thoughts, in
other words modernity, agreeing with rationality today and understanding the current
standpoint of today’s modernity at the end of the conflict of the West with the non-West
would help us analyze better the ideological reflections of the cinema which is a Western
mass communication medium. In this context, it should be mentioned that the notion of
Eurocentrism, which first started as a geographical concept and has turned into an ideational
concept today, plays a great role along with the notion of modernity. It can be said that the
notion of Eurocentrism matches up with both colonial mentality and post-colonial mentality
in the way they all assume that the non-Western will join in the West after it loses the war
with the West. This context actually shows that modernity has a linear approach towards the
history: the adventures of the Western that is always in the front and ahead and always
contemporary and the non-Western who has to catch up with the Western throughout the

history.



The Western countries who acquired unjust enrichment especially after colonization set up an
economical order to prevent the non-Western from improving their state. According to this
order, the basic efforts of the European myths have always been to define the concepts of
‘developed’ and ‘undeveloped’ and to impose a perception management suggesting that the
undeveloped countries’ cultures are not developed, as well. Thus, it can be suggested that
non-Western intellectuals can regard themselves as ahead of their societies yet still behind the
Western societies if they were to adopt the mentioned ‘Western values’. According to
Antonio Gramsci, these intellectuals exist in order to protect a class advantage and they are
called by “Organic Intellectuals™ (1992: 3-23). In this order where the single ideational
objective is to reach the West which should be caught up with, can one say that these
intellectuals put on and see the world through Europe’s glasses, whether knowingly or not,
and see that the West is always ahead and the non-West is always behind? Can one say that
this is a perspective that should be adopted by all in order to be included in the West which is
the ‘most civilized’ in the world? Thus, post-colonization along with the concepts of
Orientalism and Otherness cause the Western to switch from an active to passive role in the
creation and re-creation of hegemony with the help of non-Western intellectuals because now

the non-Western intellectuals become the very active role players.

Accordingly, the creative power of cinema, which is considered as a branch of art, is derived
from the ‘auteur’ directors who provide for a subjective point of view. Directors generally
stand out as the members of the intellectual segments of societies. Developing after the
invention of “cinematograph” by Lumiére brothers in 1895, cinema was introduced to
societies as a tool of entertainment. Cinema was depicted as an important communication
medium and a cultural phenomenon, and the dominant powers started to market the cinema to
the world as a cultural exportation. The art of cinema has started to be produced under the

influence of political, economic, ideological and cultural conditions; and film production,



local and global distribution process have rather become important after Hollywood cinema
grew into the largest cinema market exported across the world throughout the 20™ century
and as a result of its attempts to be unrivalled in the market and the fact that cinema gradually

became a rather large industry towards 2000s in the whole world.

For many years now, Hollywood films have become one of the most significant cultural
merchandises the United States of America exports to the entire world. The expansionist
American culture industry has tried to dominate the majority of the markets including the
local ones and tried to gain control over the movie distribution and screening networks
through neoliberal policies. This situation deeply affected the European cinema, as well; thus,
supporting film festivals and creating funds such as Eurimages for the sake of protecting the
integrity of culture were all acts in the form of a cultural policy against the United States of
America developed by the European countries, the Council of Europe and/or the European
Union. Despite the fact that cinema was born in Europe, it continued its existence in Europe
in a smaller space when compared to previous times, and this resulted with national and

independent cinemas gradually came closer to each other.

According to assertation, cinema in Turkey was officially started with Fuat Uzkinay’s
documentary film, “Destruction of the Russian Monument at Ayastefanos” during the years
between 1915 and 1922, governmental institutions conducted the first serial film production
activities. The first governmental institution to make the first movie was the Central Army
Cinema Department, which was launched in 1915. In 1940s, a series of steps were taken to
preserve the Turkish cinema. The tax imposed by the ministry on the box-office returns was
25% for local movies and 75% for foreign movies. While this law promoted the screening of
Turkish movies in movie theaters, it also contributed to the protection of Turkish cinema
against foreign movies. Since the box-office returns for local movies were greater, the

production of local movies gradually increased and this led to the genesis of the “Golden



Age” of Turkish Cinema. In 1967, switching to color motion picture films resulted in the
increase of production costs. Yet, with the popularization of television which started
broadcasting in 1968, people started not to think of cinema in Turkey as a cheap
entertainment medium any more. Thus, the Golden Age of the Turkish cinema ended for this
reason. 1970s are known to be the depression years of Turkish Cinema during when the

number of movie theaters, audiences and films started to decrease rapidly (Esen, 2000:35).

With the military coup d’état in 1980, the movie production significantly dropped in number
and the plots of the movies tended to change. Directors started to shoot melancholic movies.
At the beginning of 1980s, there was a demand for the change of production, distribution and
screening processes during when the videocassette entered the Turkish market. American
production and distribution companies started to reveal themselves in cinema and video
industries due to the neoliberal policies in Turkey and became dominant in the market in
1989. The basic purpose of such law was to end piracy in videocassette industry and to take
over the control of videocassette market. It should be noted that the attempts of the major
American film production and distribution companies at the governmental level who were
disturbed by the financial losses caused by the pirate videocassette market in Turkey had a

great role in this development (Ulusay, 2004).

In the late 1980, major American film companies were invited to Turkey through the “Off-
Shore Media Project” and to film production and distribution industry in Turkey; however,
the public disputes prevented such practice from becoming legal. According to the project,
the taxes incurred by American companies would be paid in long-term installments and, in
exchange, Turkish crewmembers would be given positions in such American companies.
Even though the project was rejected, the amendments made in 1987 in the executive orders
no. 17, 30 and 31 in the Foreign Capital Law paved the way for American companies to enter

the country. In 1987, Warner Bros. entered the Video market. In 1989, the company started



distributing cinema movies. In 1989, United International Press (UIP) who is the distributor
of major production companies such as Universal, Paramount and Touchstone Pictures
entered the videocassette and movie market. The American majors found the distribution
industry far more profitable. Therefore, they started to control the capital flow. This resulted
in Turkish films not being able to find movie theaters for coming to the screen. In 1989,
foreign companies conquered the Turkish cinema industry. Therefore, Turkish films had

difficulty in entering the distribution network of major production companies.

After 1990s, people starting to produce movies on their own initiatives have caused the
growth of ‘auteur’ cinema in Turkey. The prominent directors of the period such as Nuri
bilge Ceylan, Zeki Demirkubuz, Dervis Zaim, Yesim Ustaoglu, Semih Kaplanoglu and
Ferzan Ozpetek tried to establish their own narratives. Furthermore, they started to seek for
financial support for the cinema art they performed. Awards granted during festivals are one
of the most substantial finance resources for a film, yet this is not always guaranteed. Aside
from this, directors have to create their resources on their own. In the 2000s, Turkish cinema
tried several different ways to solve its financial issues. Generally, financial resources was
provided by the producers’ own resources. If a film was not the first film of a director, the
revenue gained from the previous film, television sales revenues, the aids granted by
institutions and organizations such as the Ministry of Culture and Eurimages and the
revenues gained through sales of DVDs were used as financial resources for the next film.
After 2005, some of the distribution companies enabled the integration of production and
distribution processes in order to support the production of films at a stage as early as the film
production. This was considered as a case, which would help Turkish film industry rise again

(Arslan, 2011).

In 1990s, another development in the industry in terms of film production was that Turkey

became a member of Eurimages in March 1990. Turkey’s becoming a member of this fund



through the Ministry of Culture in March 1990 provided Turkish films with support in
production, distribution and screening stages. Co-production including two or three
production companies working together at the stage of film production makes it possible for
producers to meet the crews of the production companies from other countries and to benefit
from their facilities. Eurimages fund also supports the distribution and screening of films.
European Cinema allied forces through bringing together the cinemas of its own countries
against Hollywood cinema which had the chance to get exported all around the world and
intended to create a film narrative different from that of the Hollywood films. For this reason,
Eurimages has a great importance for European countries in preserving their own culture, as
well as it makes possible to compete with USA on the subject of film market domination in
Europe. The intersection of Turkish cinema and Eurimages took place under such conditions.
The criteria for selecting which films would receive aid from Eurimages fund had a great
importance. In consideration of the last 20 years, it can be noted that the plots consisting of
individual stories, which concern a certain segment of a society, are predominantly selected.
Now, it is seen that there are no class conflicts or class issues according to the liberal
discourse of the era and, discussing social issues or class conflicts are not regarded as a
contemporary approach. It is generally seen that directors who want to make a film maintain
an individual attitude and prefer addressing to the themes of “Art Cinema” such as lack of

communication, alienation and sexuality (Ulusay, 2004).

At the end of the process of acclimatization to the European Cinema thanks to the Eurimages
fund, Turkish cinema, which tried to adapt itself to the globalization, is seen to strain at
creating a showcase during the period starting from its nomination for the “Best Foreign
Language Film” award till its providing support for ‘Art Films’ within the frame of
democratization. In the catalogue article titled “Turkish Cinema” and written by Fikri Saglar,

the term’s Minister of Culture, in relation to the Cannes Film Festival of 1994, it is said that



“We believe that Europe’s attitude in defending cinema as a form of art, which was
concretely expressed for the controversy during GATT is a necessity in terms of the existence
of multicultural mosaics”. Ulusay (2004) stated that there is a major interest in the concept of
‘Art Film’ in the new era’s cinema. Directors started to exhibit an orientalist approach for
themselves against such case where the globalization and the western values were highly

popular.

Orientalism in cinema does not materialize in a single dimension. Film directors might
incline towards into a self-orientalist context. This self-orientalist context does not differ
from classic orientalist approach: Western civilization is the leading culture in the world and
non-West cultures are behind from modernity, trying to clutch Western societies. One of the
most important changed situations after the post-colonialist era; West might create self-
orientalist thoughts and European myths with the help of “organic intellectuals”. Therefore,
modernity can create binary contrast between “modern” and “traditional” countries, which
can be seen on national cinemas on various forms. Film themes such as individuals’ incline
towards the inner world, soliditute, alienation, otherization, nothingness, ineptitude of outer
world etc. might bring existentialist philosophy into the non-Western countries’ national
cinema and this might preclude the query of the dominant system which is the cause of the
difficulties in these film themes. In this context, hegemonic relationships between West and
non-West, even though West uses passive role, are built in favour of West. While West might
trying to know the other cultures and re-interprating them according to modernity, it has also
hold the power of filmmaking funds and film festival rewards to consolidate self-orientalist
perspective in non-West societies. At the same time, “organic intellectuals” might be isolated
from their own society, find Western values eminent and embrace them. In order to find out
if there is a distinct or latent self-orientalist approach in Turkish Cinema with the use of

connection Council of Europe’s Eurimages fund. In this dissertation, evaluated films’
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directors are also going to be examined if they create self-orientalist discourse, whether

consciously or not.

In the Turkish cinema after 1990s when films narrating highly individualistic stories under
the control of the political liberal discourses existed, the self-orientalist approaches of
directors in terms of context and how and in which directions the Turkish cinema is shaped
by Eurimages which is a European (Western) fund all together constitute the problem of this

dissertation.

Therefore this study’s hypothesis is as follows: When examining the Turkish films which had
received support from Eurimages fund and awarded in national and international film
festivals; Turkish film directors needed to shape the content of their films towards Western-
centric ideology, with the elements of self-orientalism, individualism and existentialist

philosophy in their films, in order to receive support from Eurimages fund.

The first chapter of this study examines the fundamentals of the Western concept and the
Western perspective which are developed in line with the Eurocentrism and discusses the
formation of European culture in historical dimensions, Eurocentric perspectives (or
Western-centric according to the 21% century), the European myths and otherizations which
provide basis for such perspective. Following, Western-centric cultural, economic and
political developments will be analyzed and what the non-West means for the West

beginning from the 20™ century until today will be tried to be solved.

The second chapter of the study will discuss the 200-year historical process of the relation

between Turkey and the Europe; it will analyze the historical development of the Council of
Europe, European Union and their economic competition with the United States of America;
and it will further historically examine how the Europe defends itself in the cinema medium

in order to preserve its culture. In addition, the study will discuss the characteristics of
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Eurimages fund, which was created as a result of such policies; it will investigate into the
historical process of the Turkish Cinema, in which direction it changed after establishing a

connection with the Eurimages fund and the approaches of ‘auteur’ directors.

The third chapter of the study will analyze the context and language of films of Turkish
directors who received awards from significant Turkish and international film festivals for
the movies they shot with the funds they were granted from Eurimages after 1990s, discuss
the effect of Eurimages on the context of such films and try to reveal the Western-centric

approaches (orientalism, self-orientalism, existentialism, conventional-modern study, etc.).

Purpose and Significance

The fundamental purpose of the dissertation titled “Effects of the Eurimages Fund on the
Content of Turkish Cinema after 1990s” is to reveal and examine the effects of international
powers, who have control over the financing, production and distribution of cinema films in
line with the globalization in the world, in the contents of Turkish films in terms of general

acceptance.

After 1990s era of Turkish cinema, film themes like individualism, alienation, otherness,
loneliness, melancholy etc. occurs. These themes pervades in film festivals and independent
filmmakings. The study will analyze the reasons why such type of themes predominantly
appears in the Turkish Cinema. In addition, one of the goals of this thesis is to analyze

whether there is a relation between such themes and the existentialist philosophy.

The study also intends to answer some important questions like why directors in Turkey
apply to international support funds since film production cannot be financed in Turkey due

to a series of financial impossibilities even though film production is technically easier today
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in the world especially with the advanced technology which are also found in Turkey. The
study further intends to investigate whether directors who benefit from international funds
approach their own cultures in an auto-orientalist way, as directed to them by the funds or on

their own wills; and if so, why they adopt such attitude.

In the studies conducted in relation to the Turkish Cinema after 1990s, there are a couple of
fundamental references which are related to the bond of self-orientalism and international
cinema support funds with the capitalism. It is seen that there are greater numbers of studies
conducted on orientalism and the media; however, there is not any extensive study in terms
of examining the ownership relations behind the funds, which might result with self-

orientalism.

Method

European myths, origination of the concept of the “West’, capitalist system, neoliberal order
and the binaries of modernity will be discussed in this study with the method of historical
materialism. Historical materialism is a method theory that analyzes the transition of dialectic
materialism, as suggested by Marx and Engels, from the nature to the society and then to the

historical dimension.

Marx primarily deals with the dialectic method of Hegel in order to found a basis for his
criticisms on the capitalist system in the core of this method. According to the dialectic
thinking of Hegel, oppositions and contradictions exist in our daily lives. Such oppositions
allow individuals to familiarize with their developments and own selves throughout the
process of transition from the nature to society and history. According to Hegel, the reality is

contradictory and there is an antithesis for every thesis. Therefore, this relation leads to the
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synthesis in terms of dialectics. Thus, a new qualification and solution originate. Marx
dissents from Hegel about the concept of reality. Whereas Hegel considers reality as
spirituality, Marx suggests that reality is materiality. Marx suggests that the concept of
dialectic is upside-down and that, as a matter of fact, the material creates the spirit
(Topakkaya, 2008). Marx is inspired from Feuerbach in terms of the idea of materiality.
According to Feuerbach, the basis in materiality is the nature. There is nothing else except for
the nature. Thought is the product of the nature just like everything else. On the other hand,
the thought arises out of the brain, which is a material organ. Thus, materiality is the core of
the human existence and the structure of knowledge (Feuerbach, 2010). This leads to the
birth of dialectic materialism according to Marx. Just like Feuerbach suggests, Marx
interprets the materialist events in the nature with the dialectic method of Hegel. Thus, the
interpretation of the nature and the human being is conducted through the dialectic

materialism method according to Marx.

The historical materialism method has been developed upon the necessity to set forth the
capitalist system criticism of Marx through a historical method. According to Marx, material
conditions are important facts that affect the production abilities and times of people.
However, material conditions do not develop evenly within the modern capitalist system. In
this system, where wageworkers have to sell their labor and “surplus value” to the capitalist
or the ruling class, it is not possible to maintain a regulation since the wageworkers will
become poorer as the ruling class gets hold of more capital. This means the reproduction of
the existing system. The “accumulation” concept of capitalism is a significant fact in terms of
the origination of historical materialism method. The capitalist continues thriving and
reinvests in himself using the capital he earns via unjust enrichment. This is one of the
capitalist production processes. Thus, the material advantage that the capitalist gains from the

historical process allows for the reproduction of the system (Topakkaya, 2008).
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Historical materialism is used to understand and explain the historical processes of the
dialectic materialism that originate in the nature and shift to the society, and it suggests that
the production and reproduction of the material foundation of the society is of priority. Thus,
the material enrichment of the West and the general structure of its social and cultural
relations can be put forward through historical materialism method. Historical materialism is
helpful in understanding the historical processes from the purpose of survival and
maintaining existence to the primitive approach of the society and from the feudal structure
to the capitalist system in addition to understanding production modes (Ozcinar, 2013). In the
foreword of its book “A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy”, Marx defines

historical materialism as follows:

“In the social production of their existence, men inevitably enter into
definite relations, which are independent of their will, namely
relations of production appropriate to a given stage in the
development of their material forces of production. The totality of
these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of
society, the real foundation, on which arises a legal and political
superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of
consciousness. The mode of production of material life conditions the
general process of social, political and intellectual life. It is not the
consciousness of men that determines their existence, but their social
existence that determines their consciousness. At a certain stage of
development, the material productive forces of society come into
conflict with the existing relations of production or — this merely
expresses the same thing in legal terms — with the property relations

within the framework of which they have operated hitherto. From
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forms of development of the productive forces these relations turn
into their fetters. Then begins an era of social revolution. The changes
in the economic foundation lead sooner or later to the transformation
of the whole immense superstructure. In studying such
transformations it is always necessary to distinguish between the
material transformation of the economic conditions of production,
which can be determined with the precision of natural science, and the
legal, political, religious, artistic or philosophic — in short,
ideological forms in which men become conscious of this conflict and
fight it out. Just as one does not judge an individual by what he thinks
about himself, so one cannot judge such a period of transformation by
its consciousness, but, on the contrary, this consciousness must be
explained from the contradictions of material life, from the conflict
existing between the social forces of production and the relations of

production.” (Marx, 2005)

Historical materialism method will help to analyze the reasons of the formation and
development of human consciousness in the aspect of Western-centrism through the
centuries, and lately in the content of the films. This study will examine the relationship
between the West and the non-West through historical materialism method. Following, the
study will examine the production, in the auto-orientalist perspective, of the myth that
suggests the superiority of the West over cultural policies and the art of cinema in order to

examine the reproducing of the relationship between the West and the non-West.
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Semiotic Square analysis method developed by Paris School Semiotics will be utilized in film
reviews. This method was designed by Algirdas Julien Greimas especially to meet a number
of concepts such as simplicity, complexity, abstractness and concreteness when interpreting a
text and to make analyses on logical-semantic relationships, which tell about such concepts in
a text. Semiotics has become a scientific tool that is self-sufficient and really autonomous.
According to this school, Semiotics tries to place meaning-making on a general theory. The

Paris School prefers analyzing sign systems in itself rather than within context (Rifat, 2009).

The causality relationships to be put forth in this study along with the data to be produced
will be synthesized; relationships among Self-orientalism, Existentialism, Western-centrism,
Modernity, Neoliberalism, Post-colonialism, Individualism, Culture Industry and Turkish
cinema will be established and the evidences of such relationships revealed will be

researched through film reviews.

Conceptual Framework

In order to differentiate such concepts from each other, factors causing the cultural and
economic state of the Turkish cinema after 1990 and the conditions of filmmaking in Turkey
will be conducted. For example, the relationship between the concept of Eurocentrism and
self-orientalism will be established over causality relationship and the study will discuss how
they differ from each other and gradually affect the Turkish cinema within a historical

context.

This study will examine the effect of neoliberal policies on the world and Turkey, investigate
into the history of neoliberal policies and discuss how they reveal themselves in the cultural

sphere. The effect of culture industry and self-orientalist approach on the intellectuals of
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Turkey, culture-art policies and the financial government aid reserved for culture-art will be
researched. In consideration of the Western and non-Western cultures, the concept of
orientalism which is highly debated in literature is covered within the context of this study, as

well.

Accordingly, globalization is to use the political, economic and cultural blend, ideas and
opinions, and technologies on a global level, it is the capital circulation going beyond the
boundaries of a country and reaching to a worldwide level, it is the appearance of new
interaction styles when going beyond the nation-state limits, it is the world getting ‘smaller’,
it is the increase in competition in markets and shortly it is the world turning into a single
market (Kacmazoglu, 2002). The ideology that constitutes the economic aspect of

globalization is the neoliberal ideology.

According to Edward Said, Orientalism means the interpretation of people, religions,
languages, cultures and histories of the “East” through the perspective and science of the
“West”. Said states that the orientalist discourse leads to the production of the “Knowledge of
Truth” by the West knowing about the details of the “East” and therefore the dominance and
exploitation of the West over the East. Orientalism is defined as the wrong representation of
the truth about the East. Using the same symbols and attributes while defining the East in an
orientalist point of view causes a perception that the East never changes. It is seen that, by
accepting the West as the best and most developed focus as a result of stereotyping, the
concept of progress is referenced to and defined over the Western methods. The culture
developed and progress attained outside the West is segregated and cast out. Therefore,

orientalism is a result of otherization at the same time (Said, 2003).

Self-orientalism is the effort of individuals and societies in trying to understand and defining

themselves using ideas that do not belong to them. The conflict between the concept of
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modern as defined by the Western world and the locality is reflected on the media and
cinema and has a nature of segregating a society. Eurimages fund’s supporting the film
scripts, which are ‘modern’ in the perspective of the West and such films attaining several
successes in international festivals, requires the detailed scrutiny of the concepts orientalism

and self-orientalism in this study.

The concept of Eurocentrism is referred to as Western-centrism in the 21* century and
accepted as a way of thinking that developed after Europe became geographically integrated
within the course of history and after the post-Renaissance developments in social sciences
and science that brought together a series of advantages to Europe; and it has caused the
manifestation of the concept of modernity that reflects the cultural values of the West (Amin,
2007). The concept of modernity possesses the present time and has an effect of including all
the values of contemporary West. It reflects the current position of Europe in terms of

intellectuality and perceives the history in a linear dimension (Ilter, 2006).

Existentialism was born as a response to the system of modernity that became
institutionalized in the midst of the 19" century. According to Existentialism, persons who
have their own will and conscious are ‘thrown’ into the world of objects that lack will and
conscious. Seren Kierkegaard is known to be the first existentialist philosopher. According to
Existentialist thinking, scientific thought cannot explain the existence of man and that
meaning-making is only possible through the authentic reality of an individual. It purports
that existence comes before self and not the other way around while man looks for himself in
his own self. The Existentialist philosophy refers to alienation, the feeling of nothingness and
the states of mankind while emphasizing that it is not important to seek for objectivity
anymore (Crowell, 2010). Therefore, whereas Existentialism directs man more towards his

inner world, it skips the importance of the outer world.
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In this study, the term “Independent film” is used to define the films that are not under the
influence of Hollywood companies who globally possess the film production, screening and
distribution networks (Ozdn, 2000:83). As discussed by Sivas in her study, independency in
cinema addresses to the films that are produced outside the industrial system as a result of the
works of independent producers and independent directors. There are also experimental
cinema, avant-garde cinema, art cinema, alternative cinema, counter cinema, minimalist
cinema, auteur cinema and underground cinema that are included among the concepts which
indirectly relate to the concept of independency. However, according to Sivas, these concepts
are a general symbol of independency and can be considered as a part of independent cinema
(2007:5-28). Whereas this study will use the concept of independent cinema, it will also not
rule out the discussions on to which extent these productions are independent under the

influence of film markets and festivals today.

Edward Said’s “Orientalism” and “Culture and Imperialism” are included among the guiding
references of this study in conceptual framework. James Morris Blaut’s “The Colonizer’s
Model of the World: Geographical Diffusionism and Eurocentric History” has been a unique
reference in understanding how the European myths and capitalist system’s troops emerged.
Tugrul Ilter’s article “Modernism, Postmodernism, Post-colonialism” has an eye-opening
effect in understanding the Western values. George Novack’s article “Marxism versus
Existentialism” suggests that Marxist thinking is rather contrary to the existentialist thinking
in opposition to what Sartre mentions. Samir Amin’s book “Eurocentrism” examines the
notions ‘Europe’ and ‘West’ in a different view and closely addresses to the Western and
non-Western notions. Tulay Celik’s doctoral dissertation titled “Film Production Process in
‘Director Cinema are in Turkey after 1990 has been a reference of great importance which
helps understanding the bond between the European cinema and the Turkish cinema thanks to

its extensive research. Umut Tumar Arslan-Yegen’s doctoral dissertation titled “Late
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Modernity, National Identity and Turkish Cinema” establishes as relationship between
Modernity and the Turkish cinema and analyzes the film scripts, which are based upon the
binaries of dramatic structure. Ertan Tunc’s MA thesis titled “Economic Structure of Turkish
Cinema, 1896 — 2005 examines the economic structure and dependencies of the Turkish
cinema in a highly extensive fashion. Eylem Arslan’s article “Evaluation of Production
Resources used in the Turkish Cinema before and after 2000s” provides a financial analysis
of Turkish cinema, scrutinizes the production resources of Turkish cinema and makes
suggestions for equipping the sector with a structure of its own. Dervis Zaim’s article “Your
Focus is Your Truth: Turkish Cinema, Alluvial Filmmakers and International Acceptance”
issued in the journal “Shifting Landscapes” discusses the phenomena closely related to the
subject matter of this dissertation. Zaim’s article has been a substantially important reference
in which an academician-director examines the recent era of the Turkish Cinema and which
discusses the efforts of directors for the sake of producing films, acceptance of the films
abroad, festival atmospheres and the background of the attitudes of the funds towards the

films of the directors.

Therefore, the major concepts in this study is the film selection criteria of Eurimages, art of
cinema, Existentialist philosophy, Eurocentrism ideology, modernity, capitalism,

neoliberalism, self-orientalism, globalization, individualization and post-colonialism.

Assumptions

The basic assumptions of this study are as follows:

1- Eurocentrism or Western-centrism are basic ethnocentric concepts that globally shape

the art of cinema in the 21* century.
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2- Western-centric ideology uses modernity, capitalism and neoliberalism in order to

segregate non-West from West in the aspects of culture, politics and economics.

3- Western-centric economic policies that are popularized through globalization bring

along cultural imperialism.

4-  After the declaration of the Republic, there is a tendency to modernize the society and

government in Turkey’s state policy.

Scope and Limitations

The principal scope of research for the study is the interaction between the support process
and context of cinema in the films shot in Turkey after 1990s and supported by Eurimages
fund. Therefore, other films aside from certain films of directors supported by Eurimages in
production and distribution will not be discussed in this study within the frame of cinema
films. Likewise, films supported by other Western funds will not be covered in the scope of
this study. The sample films that will be reviewed in this chapter of the study are chosen as
10 films from 8 different directors, selected among those which have received Eurimages
support, won awards in national film festivals, won awards or the right to screening in
important international film festivals. In this context, an important director of the Turkish
cinema, Nuri Bilge Ceylan, who has received the greatest amount of support from the fund
and who has obtained the all-time highest amount of support from Eurimages for his film
“Kis Uykusu” (Winter Sleep) as of 2014, and Yesim Ustaoglu, who has benefited from the
Eurimages fund for four times and who is still actively making a film, will be analyzed with

two films each.
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The study will analyze the bond of neoliberal policies and self-orientalism and investigate
into the bonds between the focuses of self-orientalism as a Westerner and the neoliberal
elements. Even though orientalism has lots of imaginative and contextual examples, this
study will only look for the clues related to self-orientalism, Eurocentrism and existentialist

philosophy found in the films supported by Eurimages.

Along with the highest amount and number of received support from Eurimages, having an
award or nomination from a national or international significant film festival has taken into
consideration to choose sample films for this dissertation. Films by Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Zeki
Demirkubuz, Yesim Ustaoglu, Semih Kaplanoglu and Ferzan Ozpetek will be analyzed
within the frame of the concepts specified in the previous chapters. The study will try to
detect the contexts, which are in line with what the West desires in cultural and political
terms. Scenes that set an example for modernism, existentialism, Eurocentrism and self-
orientalism trends will be looked for. Films for film reviews are selected among the films of
the directors who are known in Turkey and who have received support from Eurimages for
many times; and the total number of these films are limited to 10 films which have been

nominated for at least one festival abroad.

In the conclusion chapter, the study will use all such relevant data in trying to understand
whether the Western-oriented Eurimages fund has any effect on the Turkish cinema in terms

of creating cultural and political contexts of films.
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CHAPTER I: CONCEPT OF THE “WEST” AND THE “WESTERN” PERSPECTIVE

IN LINE WITH EUROCENTRISM

Cinema was invented by Auguste and Louis Lumicre brothers and introduced to the public
for the first time in Paris on December 28, 1895. Cinema is a product of Western civilization,
art and technology while it is also a mass communication medium. The reasons of aesthetical,
technological and theoretical improvement of the art of cinema through its progress in its
history of more than a hundred years are harbored inside the European or “Western” society
where cinema was born. Today, the art of cinema has stages of pre-production, production,
post-production and distribution for screening purpose; and these stages require substantial a
budget in economic terms. Therefore, the first of the principal requirements for a director to
produce a film is that such director will not have financial problems. Film producers seek for
sponsors, grants or funds in order to solve their financial problems. In such case, the
institution who will provide for the financial support may have a series of political and
cultural criteria when selecting the cinema works to be supported. It is still debated how
many of these criteria are explicit and how many of them are implicit. This study will analyze
the cultural, economic and political scopes of Eurimages fund provided by the cultural
department of the Council of Europe, research into the values of the civilization which such

institution depends on and try to solve all of the criteria for film selection.

The civilization which we will principally define as the “West” is a result which is called the
new Europe that roots from the Ancient Greek culture and continues to develop under the
influence of the Roman Empire’s culture and that finally emerges after the stages of Reform,
Renaissance, the discovery of distant continents and the transition to the industrialized

society having experienced a stationary period with a feudal economy under the influence of
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small feudalities and monarchies following the collapse of the empire. The phenomenon that
is tried to be underlined in this chapter will be to set forth how the integrity of language,
religion and culture in Europe took shape until a time when regions were considered based
upon continental integrity and to solve how this reflects on the cultural, economic and
political relations established with other societies. Furthermore, the infrastructure of the
changes and transformations experienced after the geographical discoveries will be looked
into, whether there is really a “European Miracle” will be set forth, the effects of colonization
will be discussed, the sincerity of the ideas that emerge as a result of rationalism together
with the Enlightenment will be questioned and the concept of modernity will be analyzed in
all dimensions. Following, the study will try to take lessons of historical nature and make
references in order to exemplify the relations of the European Union with non-European

societies in the second chapter.

1.1 Formation of the Integration of the Continental Europe and Otherization

Understanding the factors that constitute the historical root and essence of the concepts
shortly known as the ‘West’ today and its opposite referred to as the ‘East’ or the ‘non-West’
is rather important in terms of being able to completely understand this study. Therefore, one

must know the history of the concept of the “West’, what it includes since when.

The term ‘West’ carried a geographical meaning during the first age and medieval age. It was
related to the fact that the Continental Europe was geographically known to be the farthest
west of the world until Christopher Columbus’s exploration of the American continent in
1492 and Vasco da Gama’s touring the world in 1497. Before this period, the farthest

destination in the east for the European navigators was the Black Sea, Mediterranean in the
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south, English Channel and the North Sea in the west and the Baltic Sea in the north. Persian
Kingdom and the European who wanted to trade with India and China were prevented since
the commerce routes passed through the boundaries of the Ottoman Empire. Whereas the
Chinese fleet could easily navigate and trade in the Indian Ocean and its vicinity, the Europe
was left at the boundaries of the Atlantic Ocean. The Europeans were encouraged by
Columbus’s setting sail offshore and then the discovery of the American continent in the
hope of finding India and China. Thus, they got involved in discovering the rest of the world
by navigating and colonizing the locals and lands of such discovered regions (Goldstone,

2009).

The European societies had their own cultures by dint of the continent-wise effect of the
Ancient Greek period and especially the Roman Empire until the colonization of the world by
the Continental Europe after the year 1500. Conquests took place through the imperial
policies in the Ancient Greek era, the lands from the Balkans up to India was under the
influence of the Ancient Greek where the first examples of colonization and imperialist
policies were seen. The expeditions of Alexander the Great out of the Greek peninsula and
towards the east symbolized a new era for the great imperial region he had built because
through these expeditions, he eliminated the introversion of the communities of those regions
and enabled for the unitization and harmony of the communities under the roof of his own
empire. The Ancient Greek carried her own culture to the regions she annexed to the empire,
as well. However, even though the Roman Empire which replaced the Ancient Greek
annexed the portion of the lands of the Ancient Greek up to the east of Anatolia, she levied
tributes and took culture from this region yet gave nothing back from its culture to this region

(Amin, 2007:45).

The origins of the languages spoken in Europe today have Latin etymology by virtue of the

dominance of the Roman Empire on the Continental Europe and the periphery of the
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Mediterranean. The use of Latin language by the Christian churches in the Medieval Age led
to the development of European languages under the influence of Latin language. After the
Roman Empire was divided into two as West and East, the East Roman Empire imposed
various policies in order to suppress the Greek language which was widely spoken in the
Balkans region and the existence of Latin language in the Balkan Peninsula gradually became
clearer. Yet again, the Greek language and culture was able to survive this oppressive period,
however, it was regarded as the ‘other’ of the Europe (Hingley, 2005). Constantine I of
Greece started to reign as the first Christian emperor and rule the entire land of the empire.
East and West Roman Empires chose Christianity as their official religion upon the decision

of Constantine in 325 and Christianity was indoctrinated to the society (Eroglu, 2000).

In consideration of the current structure of Europe inclined towards integrity (European
Union), we come across the Roman civilization as an underlying culture. The effect of the
Roman Empire during the First Age was intensive especially on the culture of the society
within the borders of the empire. The Empire which had an autocratic regime caused the
assimilation of other cultures through the methods of “Romanization”” and people were
started to be directed in line with the values of the Roman Empire (Mattingly D. J., 2004).
The oppression of Latin as the official language on the other languages spoken on the
continent and the replacement of the Roman gods with Christianity as a religion enabled the
Roman Empire to create a common ground in the Continental Europe by virtue of its
autocratic power that prevailed over its wide boundaries despite its differences like East-West

and Orthodox-Catholic and its relations with other cultures provided materials for areas of

* “Romanization” is an imperialist policy of the era when the people of the areas ruled by the Roman Empire
were required to become Romans in cultural terms (Mattingly D. J., 1997a:8). The core of this notion is that
there is a divine obligation to civilize the barbarian believing that the empire was assigned with such a divine
task (Woolf, 1997). This concept underlines that societies which are not annexed to the empire are perceived as
“barbaric” or “indigenous” in the eyes of the West Roman Empire and that they needed to be Romanized.
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study such as ‘imperialism’, ‘differentiation’ and ‘subjectivity’ (Hingley, citing Benton &

Fear, 2003).

Before discussing the effects of the Roman civilization on the present day, we need to
analyze the roots of the term “modern”. The term and concept “modern” emerged based
upon the word “modernus” derived from the word “modo ” in Latin. The word stands for
“right now” in English’. In this context, the terms modern establishes a bond with neither
past nor the future. It is based upon the present time as a concept. The concept of modern was
first used to differentiate the Christianity of the era from the pagan traditions in the 5"
century (Aksakal, 2011:92). Therefore, Christians was also thought to be modern during the

5™ century — and even during the Medieval Age.

With the power of Rome and the concept of modern, Christianity started to treat the pagans
the same way it was treated before: be intolerant of those who are different. Therefore,
harboring a pluralist policy with the advantage of being the official religion, Christianity
influenced the present indicated by the term modern and started to attribute additional
meanings to the term modern. People who adopted the pagan beliefs were pictured as the
different side of the society and were excluded from being modern. People who were
previously the believers of other religions but later converted to Christianity were treated
rather more tolerantly. Therefore, intolerance of the others was both the “modern”
understanding of the era and a government policy. According to Spinoza, it was a moral duty
of the knowers of the truth to change the ideas and ways of the ignorant and not performing

this duty would actually mean being selfish (Bauman, 1992:xiv).

After the concept of modern was integrated with the Christianity of the era, Christianity

found itself a place within the policy of “Romanization”. Since Christianity which had the

? “Modern” article, The Oxford English Dictionary, Vol. VI. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 31 Edition, 1970,
p.-573
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“present time” since the 5™ century over the concept of modern had its justified reasons to
expand within the borders of the Roman Empire, it integrated the empire’s culture and
structure into the concept of modern and tried to make the concept of modern dependent on

itself in religious terms.

In his book, Hingley discusses in detail that the roots of the present Europe and the United
States of America lie deep in the classical era and defines the term “West” accordingly. The
starting point of the concept of Eurocentrism, which applies to the new age and the modern
age, coincides with the Ancient Greek era together with the concept of ‘humanitas ™,
however, it attained greater success with Romanization. The Roman Empire has become a
‘global’ empire until the discovery of new continents and was ruled with a Eurocentric
approach. The Roman culture also merged with local cultures through methods of
assimilation and adaptation. Therefore, the Roman Culture became successful in turning the
understanding of common language, religion and culture into the foundation of Roman
Empire within its borders; and since it used violence and oppression it is also called as the

First Age Imperialism (Hingley, 2005).

Such ‘acts of civilization’ that was handed down to the governments that emerged after the
collapse of the West Roman Empire constitute the basis of the colonial policy following the
discovery of the “New World” and justified the use of violence and oppression in its own
opinion (Bernal, 1994:119). Martin Bernal puts forth the following suggestion in relation to
the modernist perspective, which regards the Medieval Age caused by Christianity as the

‘modern’ and the ancient Roman civilization as the classics:

“Classics has incorporated social and cultural patterns in society as a

whole and has reflected them back, to provide powerful support for

* Even though it is generally translated as “civilization” from Latin, it was perceived as ‘being Roman’ during
Roman Empire.
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the notion of Europe possessing a categorical superiority over all the
other continents, which in turn justifies imperialism or neo-

colonialism as missions civilisatrices.” (Bernal, 1994:119)

We see the ‘otherization’ during the colonization of the “New World” by the European just
like it was during the conquest of Europe by the Roman civilization. The Europe-oriented
modern civilization defines itself as ‘me’ in the presence of this otherization. It defines itself
and creates binaries through otherizing the people on the outside. According to Spivak
(1988), Such binaries (civilized/barbarian, old/new, east/west, traditional/modern, me/other,
etc.) show where the European societies position the other societies epistemologically and

enable ‘the Europeans to know the others through assimilation’.

Races or religions such as American Indians, Mayas, Incas, Arabs, Mongols, Chinese and
Muslims, etc. have always been regarded as the ‘other’ in the Eurocentric perspective, and
the Europeans have always been intolerant of such races and religions — just like an
individual who was not born and raised in Rome could not be quite equal to a ‘true’ Roman.
As an example, it is a well-known historical fact that it was the “white man’s burden” for the
founders of the USA to ignore the American Indians as the ‘others’, wipe them out,

assimilate them and to acquire the lands and wealth of the Indian lands (Ilter, 2006).

In the light of this information, it can be said that the concept of ‘modern’ used to express the
communities of the Continental Europe who protected the ‘present time’ and lived within the
borders of a global empire in the First Age, who adopted the values of this empire and used
them as a foundation for its civilization, who could merge with the local cultures when
necessary and who accepted Christianity as the only true religion. The binaries of the modern
were intended to distinguish them from the others who were not like them. Therefore, people

such as non-Christians, non-Europeans and people who did not share the taste of Roman
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architecture who were the subjects of a strong discrimination like in-out — shortly, who had
even a little difference — were considered as the “others”. Staszak defines the other and

otherness as follows:

"The creation of otherness (also called othering) consists of applying
a principle that allows individuals to be classified into two
hierarchical groups: them and us. The out-group is only coherent as a
group as a result of its opposition to the in-group and its lack of
identity. This lack is baded upon stereotypes that are largely
stigmatizing and obviously simplistic. The in-group constructs one or
more others, setting itself apart and giving itself an identity. Otherness
and identity are inseparable sides of the same coin. The Other only

exists relative to the Self, vice versa." (Staszak, 2008)

In Latin, the term “alius” is used and the term “alien” (stranger) is also derived from such
term. Therefore, it can be said that the term is also connected with the term “alienation”. In
another meaning, the term “ceferus” which stands for “the rest” in English is also used.
Shortly, the term “Other” can be defined as the person, group, society or class, etc. who have
been categorized, ethnically differentiated or segregated by a culture or a society through

their past or present references (Nahya, 2011).

Evaluating the terms “me” and the “other” in the context of the modernity dichotomy, such
terms actually create an image and an appearance. These images are created as negative
prejudices, stereotypes and labelling. Whereas otherization is only a notion, its manifestation

and the practice of identification over such prejudices is called an image (Ulagli, 2000).

The Latin words Peregrinus/Peregrina stand for “Stranger” and “non-Roman citizens” and

referred to the states of the indigenous people of Iberia Peninsula and the British Isles just
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after or before they were accepted into the Roman civilization. After the 4™ century, such
terms were used to define the persons who were exiled from Rome (Noy, 2000). Otherization
found itself a rather wide platform when the other societies of the world fell under the
colonization of the Europe through the geographical discoveries after this period. It is still a

field of intensive study that covers the period after the Enlightenment era until today.

Even though the term otherization is used to detect the position of the other societies which
were not included in the Roman Empire, it was also a phenomenon that existed within the
empire. As previously mentioned, its origin was divided into two as the ones born in Rome
and the ones born in the rest of Italy during the Roman Republic. Events that resulted in the
emergence of the other within the empire took place upon the conflicts between the Roman
and Greek cultures when the borders were expanded (Hingley, 2005). The most distinctive
differentiations within the empire was the differences based upon the past due to the
oppression of the Greek language by the Latin language, the division of the empire into East
and West, and the requirement for two different religious leaders for Rome and
Constantinople after Christianity was adopted, and based upon the religion like the

emergence of churches as Catholic and Orthodox.

Otherization is an act which was and still being exhibited by various societies to define the
other who is not one of them. Accordingly, the development of otherization along with
modernity and its process, perception and transformation until the 21* century will be studied

in the following chapters of the study within the scope and limitations of the study.
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1.2 Eurocentrism Theory and Eurocentric Approaches

Eurocentrism is an extensive concept, which is not easy to define since it is not a movement
of thought and we come across with it in many aspects of life. Accordingly, it should be
pointed out that the concept is based on the understanding of ‘me and the other’, in which
‘me’ represents Europe and ‘the other’ represents the non-European. Even though
Eurocentrism looks like ethnocentrism in the way it evaluates the ‘other’ societies, takes its
own cultural and social facts as a standard and values itself above the rest; according to Heit,
it is not: because Eurocentrism is not defined with an ethno but it has an ethos, in other
words, a character. The subject character is the European identity (Heit, 2005:728). At this
point, it can be said that the foundations of the notion of individualism is laid. Following
Continental Europe’s outclassing the other continents after the geographical discoveries,
Eurocentrism reached a global dimension and created its own myths claiming that Europe is
superior to the rest of the world. This feeling of superiority has been a factor that
strengthened the hegemonic structure of Europe (Blaut, 2012; Said, 2003). In his work
Eurocentrism’, Samir Amin states that Europeans did not have the full command of this
concept during Renaissance because their capitalist system was not globally built well yet.
The superiority of the European identity resulted from the fact that they possessed the
Ancient Greek culture and they thought they had a better progress when compared to the

‘others’ (Amin, 2007:88).

Therefore, Eurocentrism is a way of thinking that considers Europe as the ‘core’, labels other
cultures and societies as the ‘periphery’ and that has a tendency to see the world from the
perspective of Europe or the West. Even though the Eurocentric cultural pressure was

officially over after the understanding of colonialism ended following the World War II, its

> Samir Amin’s book Eurocentrism offers its readers a detailed research into the concept of Eurocentrism from
the ancient ages to our date and intends to base this concept upon a scientific ground.
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effects continued in various ways. Concepts like post-colonialism and self-orientalism are
believed to have emerged with the still continuing effect of the concept of Eurocentrism in
the 20™ and 21%' centuries. According to Amin (2007:129), Eurocentrism has been
internalized with the Western social sciences working out its way without getting noticed
most of the time. Therefore, based upon this suggestion, it can be said that social sciences are
used to shape Eurocentric thoughts and myths into norms. Wallerstein points out that social
sciences are Eurocentric in five aspects. These are writing history, universalism, Western

civilization, orientalism and the imposition of the idea of progress (Wallerstein, 2000:189).

Eurocentrism started to pervade rapidly beginning from the 16™ century in cultural, economic
and political terms. It caused the emergence of the concept of modernism and provided for
the cultural union of the continent. In economic terms, the notion progressed synchronously
with capitalism and found the chance to pervade larger soils through colonization. In political
terms, European governments carried out practices intended to create a series of myths about
Europe on the colonized lands and tried to impose the thought that Europe is superior as a
fact. The following chapters will discuss what paths Eurocentric thought follows in cultural,

economic and political terms.

1.2.1 The birth of modernity

Modernity generally relates to a historical period after conventionalism following the
Medieval Age: this period represents a historical process which starts with feudalism and
continues with capitalism, industrialism, secularism, rationalism and nation state and its
institutions and its supervising patterns (Barker, 2005:444). Even if the thought of

Enlightenment plays an important role in the Western philosophy, modernity intends to
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supervise the social relations related to the rise of capitalism. Modernity also refers to the
trends in the intellectual culture; Marxism, which is interwoven with personal life especially
after secularization and industrial revolution, and the emergence of social sciences with
existentialism all form a part of the modernity paradigm. In this sense, modernity was
identified with cultural and intellectual trends between the years 1436 and 1789 and had an

influence on 1970s and even later (Toulmin, 2002:3-6).

The best-known political results of modernity as a result of the philosophical ideas of
modernity are the nation state and separation of powers principle, legal and democratic
structure protected by constitution, English Civil War that took place as a result of the
changing production modes and conflicts between societies and the American and French
revolutions. Likewise, the Nazi movement, which was one of the reasons of the World War
II, was a notion that emerged for the sake of protecting the German nation-state and the pure
German race under the influence of modernity. Therefore, apart from the fact that the concept
of modernity went beyond the uniform human model of the Church after the Medieval Age
provided individuals with freedom and led to the creation of nation states, it can be said that
it also triggered the otherization of such individuals and nation-state societies through
nationalist thoughts that emerged with discrimination from the Medieval Age societies and
that it gave rise to the problems of otherization even within Europe itself apart from the

discriminations experienced by the non-West.

As a cultural and intellectual trend, modernity acted with capitalism, which provided
economical support to it. Even though the concept of modernity, which started in Europe and
expanded to the whole world, is similar to westernization, it is suggested that there is a
difference between those two. Delanty suggests that modernity is not westernization and that
its basic dynamics are found in all societies (Delanty, 2007). Considering that modernity

refers to the concept of liberation, reasoning, individualization and democratization, these
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concept can exist or be found anywhere in the world as suggested by Delanty. However, how
can any society acquire such values in the complex process called modernity? If the concept
of westernization suggests a non-Western society’s abandoning its own values and adopting
that of the West, and if the modernity talks about freedom for the entire humanity with a
universalist approach, can the difference between the two concepts be regarded as the ‘desire
to imitate the West’? Can we say that modernity secretly involves the concept of
Westernization if Modernity and Westernization were not different from each other? In order
to understand the differences and similarities between Modernity and Westernization, one has
to know the historical process of modernity and the concepts and events, which supports

modernity in its global discourses.

The concept of modern is derived from the term modern. The term modern refers to the
Christian societies who were the remainders of the West Roman Empire in relation to the
Medieval Age and to the process of these societies throughout the Medieval Age when
transiting from feudalism to national monarchy in governmental terms. As it is clear, the
concept of modern has existed since the first ages; however, quite a few philosophers believe
that the actual way of modern thinking started with the discovery of America in 1492 and
continued with the progress of the Western Enlightenment. Such discovery is also considered
as the beginning of a new age together with the Conquest of Istanbul in 1453. What is
striking at this point is even the historical periods are shaped according to the concept of
modernity. First Age, Medieval Age, New Age and Modern Age indicate that the concept of
modern and ways of thinking of an era change and such changes result in a sudden step into a
new age. Civilization from previous ages constituted a basis for new civilizations and started
to be referred to as the ‘ancient’ or ‘classical’ period growing away from the concept of
‘modern’; because the concept of modern possesses the present time as previously

emphasized.
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In relation to the progress story of postmodernity which is “the first age — pre-modern —
modern — postmodern”, Tugrul Ilter (2006) replies the suggestions that postmodernity comes
later than modern by saying that the modern always possesses the now and so it never ends,

and thus, he objects to the thinking that the postmodern era has begun.

Expressing that “there is no doubt that postmodern is a part of the modern. Postmodernism
lies not at the end of the modern but at its birth, and this is continuous”, Lyotard states that
the postmodern criticisms actually question the current position of the modern and keep the
modern contemporized by catching up with the dynamics of the era; in other words, the
modern should firstly be postmodern (Lyotard, 1984:79). Therefore, the ‘early modern’
period towards the end of the Medieval Age can be considered as the postmodern thoughts
under the conditions of that age. As a result of these postmodern thoughts, the oppression of
the Church was questioned and which in return brought the Renaissance and the Reform,
which were later followed by the ideas of the Enlightenment. Therefore, since mentalities
develop on a constant basis, it is possible to say that the postmodern thinking is a part of the
modern thinking which always tries to contemporize the latter. Thus, the modern leaves the

‘old’ behind while possessing the ‘new’ idea as the main trend.

The fact that the modern possesses the present time brings along always being dynamic for
Europe. An important example to this is the decreasing effects of religion in the Medieval
Age following the Renaissance and the Reform and the depiction of religion as an obstruction
in the way of progress. Because, in the modern discourse, the “reason” and “rationality”
constituted the basis of the new European thinking as its fundamental elements that came
along with the Enlightenment thinking. Therefore the Enlightenment and the Renaissance and
the Reform that came before it were the most important elements that constituted the concept

of modernity.
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Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that began with the Glorious Revolution in the
18" Century and ended with the French Revolution. At the core of this movement lies the
belief that human beings can break down the oppressive structure of the religion and go
beyond its limits, and solve the mystery of humans, nature and the universe through reason
and science. The movement of Enlightenment meant liberating the individuals from the
restraints of religion, myths, prejudices, zealotry and superstition and bringing an “order of
reason”’; therefore individuals would be able to solve the problems of their society through
reasoning since they would be totally liberated (Saylan, 2002:105-114). The era, which is
dominated by the Enlightenment, thinking is also known as the “Age of Reason”. Relying on
the reasoning, the Age of Reason stood up for the belief that only the person himself can
know what is best for him, and the destiny which was then divine lost its divinity and was left
in the hands of man (Tekeli, 2002:1). Therefore, the Enlightenment thinking refused any
authority, superior thought or principle that had an outside influence over the decision-

making mechanism of man (Wagner, 1992:34).

Enlightenment constitutes the philosophical fundamentals of modernity. Enlightenment stood
up against the authority of the Church and replaced it with the authority of nature and
science. Therefore, it would not be true to purport that Enlightenment opposes to authority
(Cigdem, 2006:16-19). Enlightenment considers science as its pioneer and suggests that the
single true concept for humanity lies with the science. Therefore, the ones who want to arrive

at the truth need to rearrange their lives in the path directed by the science.

Since the Enlightenment started with the existing values of the philosophers in France,
England, Germany, Scotland and America and their criticisms of the social institutions, it is
possible to talk about separate nation-wide enlightenment thoughts instead of a single one.
Even though Enlightenment thinkers attributed different meanings to concepts such as

reason, science, information, religion, god, law of nature and nature and, in return, differed
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from each other on philosophical, social and political concepts; they actually represent a

whole as the ‘West’ (Aslan Yasar, 2011).

Enlightenment thinking is in a way the ‘West’ declaring its declaration of dominance over the
present time; because, Enlightenment puts emphasis on the concept of progress and does not
believe that history repeats itself. It rather treats history as a process of progress and grasps
that each period of the history embraces the accumulation and heritage of a previous period
thus gets stronger when progressing. Thanks to the advance in technology, which will
produce material wealth with the idea of progress, people will lead a happier and more
civilized life (TUSIAD, 2002:356). If the reality is absolute in the way indicated by the
Enlightenment and modernity, it can be concluded that all societies who share the same
opinion on such progress will go through similar processes. Therefore, it can be said that this
opinion laid the foundations of the theory ‘undeveloped’, which has been widely used as of

the 20™ century.

The progressive understanding of the Enlightenment thinking has led to the emergence of
positivist historical approach and positivist sciences. The positivist phase is the phase that is
dominated by science and it is the removal of phases of theology and metaphysics that ruled
the society before from the society (Saylan, 2002:178). Positivism is a mode of science that
started with Newtonian physics and causality is prioritized: a scientist should not have any
comment (standard of judgment, belief, purpose, prejudice, etc.) when producing or revealing
knowledge; in other words, science should be free from subjectivity and should be absolutely
objective. Pragmatism has an important place as a phenomenon in such understanding of
science. According to Bacon, man should learn about and know the nature in order to rule it
and transform it into a state in which nature can be useful (Bumin, 2005:19-20). Information
can be obtained through science and only this way can man dominate the nature to use it for

his own benefits.
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In Enlightenment, there are no masses that are directed by the Church; instead,
Enlightenment thinking emphasizes the prospered, educated and creative individuals;
therefore, well-educated individuals who have their own free ideas will be able to be the
pioneers of their societies. Furthermore, individuals will be equal and free in their society and
assume the duties of citizenship in the public sphere (Tekeli, 2002:20). The birth of modern
state law in line with the inter-human contracts and the secular structure where everybody is
treated equally in order to overcome the dogmatic rules of religion were included among the

phenomena that originated together with Enlightenment.

Throughout the Medieval Age, the Continental Europe suffered epidemics and wars. Those
educated ones who survived started to look for a mentality through which they could enjoy
life in the teachings of the ancient era (such as literature and art works, etc.) and to question
the restraining oppression of the Catholic Church; therefore, the first steps were taken for the
Renaissance and the Reform. Renaissance saw rational information superior to divine and
religious information just like during the period before Christianity; the ideas and questions
forbidden or underestimated by the Church were tried to be answered through activities. Such
activities took shape through geographical discoveries, natural sciences and studies on
medicine. Therefore, the feeling of reform was experienced in many aspects from the art to
the commerce in Europe; and secularism became the most distinctive indication of

Renaissance (Bumin, 2005).

The fact that Renaissance and geographical discoveries took place during the same period is a
significant indication that there is a connection between the two. The discovery that the earth
was round, discovery of new continents and learning that India could be reached by sea by
means of going westward had traumatic effects on Christianity who had developed discourse
only within the Continental Europe up to that time. Thus, even if these new lands were

created for the sake of humanity, they were not intended for Christianity. There were also the
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social rationalities and realities adopted by the civilizations that lived on such soils.
Therefore, the fact that the people lost their confidence in the Church once again and the
possibility to discover the unknown constituted the basis for the new era of the Continental

Europe.

Renaissance was born in Italy and was experienced between the 15™ and 16" centuries. The
term Re-naissance means rebirth. Following the rediscovery of the Ancient Greek and
Roman civilizations, European people preferred discovering the world leaving aside the
oppression of the Catholic Church. The rebirth of Europe actually did not take place as
completely separated from its past; an era (the Medieval Age) ended and another (the New
Age) started due to the transformation of the main idea that was contemporary and that

possessed the present time according to the modern paradigm.

According to Amin, if Renaissance defines itself as an important parting of the ways in the
history of humanity, it is because European people started think that the conquest of the
world was possible from then on. The core that was once located in the east of the
Mediterranean, at the ‘holy land” where Christianity was born gradually shifted towards the
Atlantic Ocean (just like an orient express that takes off in the east and goes towards the
west) throughout the ages where it took its central position (Amin, 2007). According to
Hingley (2005:21), the Eurocentric discourse shifted its center depending on the governments
that implemented imperialist policies: Pax Romana, Pax Hispanica, Pax Brittanica ve Pax

. 6
Americana’.

During the later periods of the First Age and throughout the Middle Age, the Continental

Europe has been under the influence of Christianity as a belief system. However, the fact that

% Latin: Roman Peace (antic age reference), Spanish Peace (colonial period reference), British peace (industrial
revolution reference) and American Peace (neoliberal period reference at the end of the 20™ century). At this
point, what Hingley emphasize is that the governments that come to power as a result of imperial policies
fictionalize their own concepts of ‘peace’ and that the prosperity of the colonized societies in the vicinity was
not important when the prosperity of the society that lived in the center was.
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Christianity (especially the Catholic Church) gained strength through becoming
institutionalized, that even the kings of the Medieval Age governments had the power to
excommunicate, in other words, that they had the power to declare people as the “others” on
the grounds that they did not abide by the rules of religion within Europe caused the man’s
reason to be at the service of the Church. Martin Luther considered indulgence of the
Catholic Church to be absent rationalism and further confronted the Catholic Church and the
ecclesiasts suggesting that religion and the Catholicism were incompatible with each other
and that they disregarded the man’s reason. Luther signed the birth of a new understanding of
religion with his 95 theses he nailed to the door of the Wittenburg Church in 1517.
Protestantism emerged as a rebellion against the institutionalized authority of the church over
the society in the leadership of Luther and Calvin. This Reform movement weakened the
authority of the Catholic Church and prevented Catholic Church from restraining the

thoughts of European societies with its dogmatic pressures (Russell, 1997).

Since Protestantism is included in the history of modernity, it can be said that it is regarded as
a line that the Western civilization needed to cross and it was shaped into a norm through
forging a link between the other Eurocentric ideas. For example, Max Weber points out that
there are supplemental requirements for the ‘Industrial Capitalism’. Weber emphasizes that
there are two requirements for the system. These are the emergence of the middle class,
technological developments and migration into big cities to become wageworkers and the
birth of rational law system. Weber emphasizes that these requirements were born in the
West. Protestantism is the supplemental requirement of this system; it is the spirit that defines
its character; therefore it is also known as the “Protestant Morals”. Weber (2005) correlates
capitalist development with Protestantism and purports that it has an important role in the
development of capitalism. The first correlation is that the Protestant population is wealthier

and its structure is more inclined to greater investments. The second correlation is that all of
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the Western countries who were economically developed after the enlightenment are
Protestant according to the study of Weber. Industrial Capitalism did not take place in
Catholic countries. The third and last correlation is that the moral values of the Protestantism
overlaps with the capitalist moral values: the belief that hardworking, honest and kindhearted
men would be awarded by God and the understanding of providence coincides with the

capitalist thought that the more you work the more you earn.

Weber conducts otherization through Eurocentric discourses over language, religion and race
and tries to rationalize the dark development of modernity that especially took place
economically over the colonies. Therefore, he created Eurocentric myths using the post-
Renaissance, post-Reform and Enlightenment thoughts and aimed to spread the idea that it is
possible to make money through working in the capitalist system and that everybody is equal
in this market with a liberal approach; accordingly, he preferred interpreting religious
references in this direction. It can be said that the paradigm of modernity that originated with
such thoughts pledged itself to go into action in economic and political terms in order to
make itself superior to the areas which were considered as the “periphery” according to the
Eurocentric thinking; however, even if this movement is centered upon a context of ‘core’
and ‘periphery’, there is an international competition between the countries in the West

especially after the emergence of neoliberal policies.

As of the end of the late Roman period, societies lived in different class-based agricultural
states and people earned their livings with farming. They would usually give a greater portion
of their yields or cash income to the landowning lords, who were the nobles that held lands.
This social structure known as feudalism was structured upon serfdom, in other words it was
based upon a type of new slavery (Blaut, 2012). Agrarian feudalism exhibited itself as a
social structure throughout the Medieval Age. In Feudalism, the central authority is weak

whereas local authorities are strong. It has a hierarchical structure that is based upon the
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relationship between the protector and the protected and a ‘self-sufficient’ economy. As
opposed to the Roman period, production is not intended for the imperial market; because,
the empire was in a difficult position after the money that came from conquests stopped and
the collapse of the central market system based on the ‘old’ style slavery became inevitable.
Therefore, small and medium scale vassalages that emerged following the West Roman

civilization produced in the amounts that would suffice themselves (Ulgen, 2010).

It is seen that Samir Amin (2007:24) roughly categorizes societies into two as the pre-
capitalist societies and the capitalizing societies; he points out that the production in pre-
capitalist societies was based upon the continuity of the power and the ideology that justified
the power. Therefore, as opposed to capitalist societies, the conditions that need to be solved
for the rise, development and evolution of pre-capitalist societies are related to the political
ideology rather than the economic ones. In this case, the first element that needs to be
discussed in the pre-capitalist societies in order to understand the development of political

ideology would be complete culture theory.

Samir Amin states that the type of production used to be colonization over slavery before. He
also indicates that feudal production was developed in local regions after the collapse of the
West Roman Empire following such period and that lastly that small vassalages united and
created monarchies until the Renaissance. Amin uses the definition of “Tributary Societies”
for the societies in the Ancient Age whose economy is based on agriculture and who has a
government. Even if this definition is similar to the definition of feudal, he accepts that
feudalism is only prevalent in Europe. The concept of “Tributary Societies” was derived from
the term “tribute” in order to include the societies in the rest of the world within this context.
Societies are ruled by the powers known as kingdom/princedom, etc. through a hierarchical

system. The term market, which is of great importance for the capitalist period, signifies no
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meaning during this period. Government is absolute and the cultural values of the ruling

government define how a society is governed.

Briefly speaking, the values of the First Age and the Medieval Age (or only the Medieval
Age according to Amin) originated in Egypt and then shifted to the Ancient Greece. The
values were carried from the Ancient Greece to the Middle Eastern geography and the
Roman culture; which allowed Christianity and Islam to benefit from this Hellenistic culture.
According to Amin (2007:46-55), these two religions adopted the syncretism of the
Hellenistic era thanks to their Hellenistic roots and both claimed to be universal; actually they
resemble each other just like twins. We encounter metaphysics as an important term during
this era; because the people of this era tried to understand the ‘absolute truth’ and the secrets
of the nature, earth, space and the human anatomy, etc. through metaphysics because of the
yet undeveloped science. Metaphysics constituted the core of the deductive reasoning of the
scholastic mentality and religion under the control of the government and the influence of
religions. Therefore the holy texts dictated by religion became the source of the things and
the secret truth that man questioned; individuals would learn the truth through interpreting
these texts. Considering that religions are also metaphysical by their nature, religions tend to
become the enemies of science since people add something of themselves to metaphysical
questions and try to add something in good faith to the definitions that exist, and religion
would burn people alive during the Medieval Age for the sake of protecting the values

dictated by the religious doctrines.

Even though Hellenistic culture transferred so many things from itself to the Roman
civilization that would be the foundation of the Western (Catholic) Christianity, the Greek
culture could not develop after getting under the influence of Rome. Therefore, it is seen that
the Christian culture progressed towards the north of the Mediterranean and southern and

eastern regions gradually went under the influence of Islam. Western monarchies discovered
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the Hellenistic thinking (and that it was actually a sequel to the Greek thought) when the
Greek who ran away from Constantinople after it was conquered took refuge in Italy. On the
other hand, the scholastic thinking in Islam as a result of the cultural exchange between the
Hellenistic culture and the Arabs under the influence of Islam was far denser and stronger
when compared to Christianity; because the philosophies of Aristotle and Plato in the
Hellenistic era were adopted to the sharia law established by Islam and these were more
widely and sharply used with the philosophy and opinion of ‘“‘faith seeking understanding”.
The theocratic regime in the geography where Islam was adopted was maintained through
integrity of language, religion and race and choosing the tributary production mode as the
basis for the government. The rise of Islam accordingly leads to the revival of the weakened
Western Christian scholasticism. As a result of the maturation of the objective conditions
during the 11"™ and 12" centuries in the West, the primitive small feudal tributary production
mode was replaced with the more advanced absolute monarchy that spread to a wider

geography (Amin, 2007:71-74).

The factor that defined the ruling power during the Medieval Age was the religious culture
that claimed to be universal. This religious culture could control both Christian and Muslim
societies during the Medieval Age through the ruling power. Amin summarizes this state as

follows:

“For power must be mindful of what it is: the power of exploitative
ruling classes. It prefers to govern the still uncouth masses, who are
generally, though not always, content with simple interpretations,
hardly preoccupied with philosophy and the reconciliation of reason
and faith, and disposed to live according to literally construed texts
and formalized ritual. This kind of religious practice, furthermore, is

reconcilable with the maintenance of varied popular practices,
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ranging from the cult of the saints to astrology, clairvoyance, and

even sorcery.” (Amin, 2007:67).

In this context, it is possible to infer that the exploitation of humans over slavery during the
first ages took place again during the Medieval Age over religion. The social reflections of

this exploitative power took place over the feudal social structure.

According to Blaut (2012:220-224), the rest of the world was ‘pre-agricultural’ societies
according to the Eurocentric belief that claimed feudalism to be specific to Europe, and
feudalism was a necessary step to be taken for capitalism. Weber states that Europe’s
feudalism is unique and so it is the reason of the progress in Europe (Weber, 1981). It is not a
Eurocentric perspective that Amin choses to use the definition ‘tributary society’ instead of
the definition of feudalism; on the contrary, he uses such term since the basic elements of a
feudal society is seen almost everywhere in the world during the same period. It is still
debated today whether agriculture originated in the Western Africa or Southeastern Asia
besides the Middle East. The fact that a society does not have cultivated lands or does not
live off farming does not mean that such society can be regarded as a ‘pre-agricultural’

society according to the Eurocentric perspective.

It is believed that the fact that vassalages were located in the Continental Europe was a
determinant characteristic of feudalism and a very significant development which was unique
to Europe, which had a great role in the evolution of capitalism and which lead to private
ownership and labor on a large scale. However, this point of view is actually Eurocentric
again, because there were partial agricultural vassalages in the demesne land which was
located in the southern region of China and India during the same period. Since there is no
demesne land agriculture in Europe after the 14™ century and the vassalage system existed

even partially in non-Europe regions, this cannot be used as a correct statement for the
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capitalist transformation of Europe. Once again, it is not possible to purport that the serfdom
system was a legacy handed down to Europe by the Late Roman period and did not exist in
the rest of the world. Even though serfdom did not exist all around the world, similar
practices existed in Asia and Africa. Not all of the agricultural societies are divided into
classes; therefore, the fact that they cannot be regarded as feudal does not mean that their
production mode was very different from the feudal production mode in Europe. In terms of
technology, agriculture was the similar for the rest of the world to what it was in Europe.
Shortly, one should consider the fact that Feudal societies and regime could spread over any
region in long distances going beyond the boundaries of governments. This gives as a
significant clue that the Eurocentric thinking ignored the rest of the world or considered them

as backward — for now, in the light of this information (Blaut, 2012:228-229).

Before the geographical discoveries, feudal system exhibited uncertain tendencies in Europe.
Geographically tossed aside by Ottoman Empire in the east and African civilizations in the
south, European Continent was on the verge of a production crisis also since it was unable to
keep hold of the commerce routes that led to Asia. There were no signs that a rapid social or
economic change would take place. Even if their towns were getting larger, the population in
cities were lesser when compared to many non-European cities (de Vries, 1984). It bore the
traces of economic shrinkage instead of growth. Even though Renaissance was experienced
in Italy, the city centers there were backward when compared to many non-European cities.
This was normal; because Renaissance was not an economic revolution (Thorndike, 1943).
The subject that needs to be scrutinized is that how the ‘European Miracle’ was created all of
a sudden and without any signs. The study will try to shed light on this subject through
geographical discoveries within the historical context, the origination of colonialism and the

concepts of Eurocentrism that harbored global discourses within the era that it existed.
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Blaut (2012) claims that many theorists misinterpret the situation of Europe before 1492. It is
also inferred that the transition from feudalism to capitalism is misconceived through such
misinterpretation. According to Blaut, European feudalism was neither advanced nor
backward when compared to Asian or African feudalism. The possibility for the feudalism in
India to be evolved into capitalism was the same with that of Europe. In a Weberian point of
view, it can be said that the transition to capitalism was made possible through the difference
of European peasants or the ruling class (or the advanced technology they had claimed to
have). However, European peasants were no different from the peasants in Asia or Africa;
they were liable to pay rents, tributes or taxes to the landowners and oppressed by the ruling
class’s ever-increasing desire for surplus value production. The societies which were not
separated from each other with definite borders since nation states were not founded yet had
easier and more convenient relations when compared to our contemporary world; therefore, it
is possible to understand that the structure of the feudal agriculture society progressed almost
identically within Asia, Africa and Europe without any restraints. Towards the end of the
Medieval Age, there was a change in the cultivated lands of these three continents: there was
the possibility that the feudal system would be interrupted and it would collapse, and the
course of events indicated a commercialized agriculture and rural capitalism. Asking for
more than the amount the farmer produces to suffice himself is a sign of transition from a
micro level system to a macro level system. Such system would require commercialization in
order to become true. Therefore, the way out of the crisis would be urbanization and
commercialization. Towards the end of feudalism, a new economic structuring took shape. It
is known that the term ‘market’, roughly speaking, became a determinant for the trade of the
era following a period when people’s lives were ‘restrained’ by religion. Modes of
production changed by virtue of the deterministic nature of the market and the term

‘sufficient’ became meaningless. Merchants who conducted business over the discourses of
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rationality had to calculate how much they could sell and thus how much they should

produce. Thus, this had led to the birth of commercial rationality (Man, 2011).

According to Gorz, the term ‘surplus’ had lost its meaning right along with the term
‘sufficient’. Whereas it was possible to get enough of something in conventional societies,
there was never enough of anything in a society, which was ruled over by the capital. If
money was the criterion of richness, there was never an end to how much money one could
have. Therefore, the bond between working and need was severed, and the underlying
motivation became irrelevant to fulfilling needs or the feeling of satisfaction. Therefore, there

was never ‘too much’ of something any more (Gorz, 2007).

‘Proto-capitalism’ is a term coined by Blaut to suggest that the transition from feudalism to
capitalism is actually not a sharp one and that there is an early capitalist system dating back
capitalism and geographical discoveries (Blaut, 2012:241). It is suggested that feudalism did
not exist in some regions of the continents Asia, Africa and Europe: workers were wage
earners, the ruling class mainly consisted of merchants and landowners and the economy was
defined with agriculture. Mercantile maritime city centers conducted maritime commerce and
this actually meant a great deal of profit for the merchants: maritime commerce attracted
great demand since the maritime trade routes were not controlled by any of the countries, no
taxes were paid and luxury consumer goods other than main consumer goods could be
shipped by sea. It also contributed in proto-capitalism since it required intensive use of labor

and helped the advancement of nautical technology.

What the Marxist thinking and other philosophers object to at this point is that such state is
irrelevant to capitalism. The reason for that was trade or barter existed for thousands of years
and capitalism was not about bartering but production. Bartering does not add value to a

product. Since this thinking leads us to know that bartering culture will not lead us to
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capitalism, it enables us to arrive at the conclusion that the birth of capitalism must be sought
in agricultural societies (Brenner, 1985). The definition Blaut used for this process was

spatial movement:

“When a farmer produces an agricultural “thing,” he or she must not
only grow it but also transport it from field to farmstead and then to
market, and must also transport [...] labor from outside the farm. Farm
production, therefore, involves both change of form and change of
place. An automobile assembly line is a process of change both of
form and of place. Thus, overall, spatial movement is part of
production. [...] Therefore, the medieval activities involved in moving
commodities over long distances were not, ontologically, “exchange”;
they were spatial transport. [...] They produced use-value at the
destination from commodities that had none, or less, at the point of

departure.” (Blaut, 2012:245)

This spatial movement made it possible to trade important products and luxury consumer
goods in Asia and Africa and such created a proto-capitalist system for the production of such
goods. It can be said that the existence of such system created a suitable foundation for the

development of capitalism in Asia and Africa.

Thanks to this spatial revolution that came after feudalism, the proto-capitalist system
emerged as an intercontinental trading system since the surplus value asked from the peasant
producers could not meet the expectations despite the decreasing rates and due to the tensions
between peasants. Therefore, Weber’s belief that the societies ruled by the tyrannizers in the
east would be governed with authoritarian regime unless they were liberated under the

influence of Europe can be considered as a Eurocentric myth. Proto-capitalist societies were
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generally addressed to one by one, they were not included within a rather macro-level policy

such as the ‘real’ capitalism (Blaut, 2012:251).

Capitalism was derived from the term capital. The term capital, which means accumulated
assets, was also known as forms of wealth during the time when it was first used. Capitalism
started to develop rapidly in the Continental Europe in line with capital’s desire to maximize
itself. Large amounts of precious metals, moneys and smuggled goods that were seized
through colonization were brought in the Continental Europe which in turn boosted the level
of welfare in the continent and led to the continent’s economic expansion. There were large
amounts of accumulated tradable goods in the market, and merchants charged interest on the
goods they seized from colonies and led to the propagation of Europe’s capitalist mentality —
in other words, economic rationality. The process of agriculture-oriented production stopped
as opposed to the process in the feudal structure. Since commoditized products caused
inflation in European countries, landowners and wage earners got poorer, and instead, owners
of the movable valuable commodities got richer. This way, the feudal structure was disrupted
and a monetary revolution took place. The welfare that prevailed in the continent certainly
accelerated technological improvements and prepared the foundation of the industrial
revolution. Invention of the printing machine and the birth of book industry were the results
of the capitalist system. Positivist sciences started to invent new machines and production
facilities to facilitate the human life. Research and development projects in which
investments were made to this end was intended to maximize profit while decreasing costs;
management and manpower in companies were divided into hierarchical categories

(Wallerstein, 2006:11-38).

With the emergence of Liberalism, it was not possible for the Church to rule the society
anymore just like in the Medieval Age. Man should try to improve himself using his innate

abilities and should become secular. The birth of individualism took place in this way. For
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this reason, Christopher Columbus was regarded as an exemplary individual since he made
geographical discoveries and gave a new direction to the Continental Europe. Therefore,
social movements went beyond being modern; the endeavors of individual and the success of
the system (especially during the neoliberal period) were the new modern. The
Enlightenment philosophers invented Liberalism and each nation had her own philosopher
who had a different understanding of the Liberalist thinking. Philosophers like Pierre Elliott
Trudeau, John Locke, David Hume, Adam Smith, Adam Ferguson, Immanuel Kant, Thomas
Jefferson, Thomas Paine, Baron de Montesquieu, Jeremy Bentham and Friedrich Hayek
developed different ideas about liberalism and contemplated on the relationship between the

government and the individual.

Such philosophers asserted that individuals needed to compete under equal conditions and
objected to the intervention of governments as social relief providers. ‘Non-profitable’
monetary aids without returns such as social reliefs, healthcare services within the frame of
government insurances conflict with the core of liberalism: the individuals with financial
impossibilities who want to be offered such services should earn the service they want to
receive just like other income-earner individuals. It is possible to say that the understanding
of classical liberalism that is widespread today is the liberalist mentality that objects to the
diffusive and interventional attitude of government, that wants to limit the powers of
government by defining them, that believes in the intrinsic existence of a justice system
inside the market economy, that does not harbor the qualities of a social state and that is

individualist instead of being socialist (Yayla, 2011).

Private entrepreneurship became widespread along with liberalism. The reason for that is the
growing capital accumulated in private sectors. The liberal structure emphasized that it was
wrong of the government to intervene in this process; however, new laws were enforced in

order to promote economic growth and development. Craftsmanship was abandoned and
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merchants purchased the crafts shops and turned their owners into wage earners who now
worked for the capital. The products created by craftsmen became copies of each other for
the sake of meeting the increasing demand. At the end of the 16™ century, small businesses
were purchased by larger ones, and thus the capitalist system continued its rapid growth. This
course continued until the emergence of industrial capitalism in the 18" century, and the
industrial revolution brought along a couple of changes. industrial revolution enabled the
transition from the mode of production dependent on manpower and animals to the mode of
production dominated by the machine power. The mode of production changed and the
amount of production increased with the transition to machines. Industrial revolution is the
single example where the population growth does not prevent economic growth. Increasing
raw materials, produced goods, industrial and commercial processes also increased the
number of consumers who would buy and the merchants who would sell in the market

(Kucukkalay, 1997).

Industrial revolution emerged as a result of the technological developments in scientific and
technical studies which were financed by the material welfare of the Continental Europe
(such as decrease in interest and increase in investments) derived from the flow of great
resources to the continent transferred from the colonies which originated following the great
discoveries. The population increased in the cities that were getting industrialized, and these
cities attracted great migrations. The flow of manpower with such migrations turned into
cheap labor just to maximize the profits of the capitalists. In the light of Enlightenment
thinking, this had brought along the belief that the religious doctrines of the Medieval Age
needed to be left aside and that man had to attain success on his own within the context of the
relationship between time-space and human-nature. This also brought along the ideas of

secularism, rationalism and individualism.
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As soon as capitalism made itself evident after the feudal system, verbal traditions, personal
commitments and loyalties started not to suffice. People wanted that such void of trust was
filled with written rules of law; and they did so. Thus, the modern law was born. It became a
necessity to regulate the ever-changing social rules through modern law. Tax imposition
emerged in European countries for the first time again during the period after Renaissance
since the Roman period — due to high economic resources. A new power called bureaucracy
originated in order to regulate, collect and calculate such taxes. The middle class that took
shape with the emergence of capitalism wanted to guarantee itself, have legal clarity and not
have any risks related to his income. Therefore, creation of national law and judiciary union

paved the way for the emergence of nation states (Yuksel, 2001:54-55)

In consideration of the French Revolution, nation states are defined as a European invention
(Yuksel, 2001); and as the differentiation of government from other organizations as a result
of the centralization of the national control under one roof with the coordination of
administrative units, its recognizance by other governments and the reciprocal international
acceptance of their autonomies (McNeely, 1995:3). Such a system needed to be regulated via
a feasible legal system through bureaucracy and so that the central administration could be
viable. In the historical context, it is seen that there is a tendency of change from its first
emergence as monarchy to nation state and then democracy. Monarchy can be said to be the
first form of modern government; therefore, what is necessary is the existence of a

monopolistic power that sets and imposes rules (Saylan, 1995:2).

Therefore, nation states originated in order to fulfill the requirements of capitalism and bring
democracy for the sake of individualism and started to prepare the government structure
needed by the modern Europe. However, we can also come across with nation states as a
phenomenon that is not wanted by the capital in the globalizing order because a nation state

has the right to not allow the capital, as a monopolistic power, circulate within the borders of
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such nation state (Yuksel, 2001). The conflict between nation states and capitalism would
become more intense between multiple nation states that were spawned especially in the 20"
Century following the World War II and neoliberalism that wanted to economically control

the nation states through globalization.

Following the emergence of capitalist system, the global dominance passed to the Continental
Europe. There is no doubt that the most significant criticisms in relation to the system were
suggested by Karl Marx who evaluated the cultural, social and economic dimensions of this
capitalist system. In his studies he conducted on the sociology of the capitalist system, Karl
Marx criticized the opportunities offered by the system. In his works, Marx criticized the
capital-oriented system of the Eurocentric system that was not human-oriented and
emphasized that the system attached more importance to the motivation of reaping profit than
humans and humane values, that the masses started to lose their values and that the greed for
profit was increasing as people earned more (Kizilcelik, 2011). According to Marx, the
unhappiness of humans is related to the order of the modern system of the West. Marx
supports the actions opposing the capitalist system created by the West and strongly suggests
that the rights of the proletariats should be defended and that they should be internationalized.
Marx analyzed the production relationships, class conflicts, labor-capital relationships,
exploitation of labor and alienation in the capitalist system and revealed ownership relations
using dialectic materialism and historical materialism (Marx, 2005:23). Marx “offers a
scientific narrative about the conflictive foundations of the modern society” and discusses the
Western order within the frame of capital, land ownership, paid labor, government, foreign
trade and world market (Clarke, 2007:311) (Marx, 2005:21). In this way, Marx proved the
dominance of capitalist order and the capital on societies and the world and revealed its

oppressive structure.
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Marxism underlines that economic organization or modes of production are the determinants
of social relationships, political and legal systems, ideologies and social moral values.
According to Marxist analysis, the class conflicts within the capitalist system take place
between the proletariats who are heavily involved in the production and the minority middle
class who are involved in the management of private companies and who turn the surplus
values of workers into profits. It is emphasized that a social revolution will be experienced
when this conflict becomes apparent within the proletariat class. The socialist system will
change the production modes and it will support the production only in amounts that are
needed (Marx, 2005) (Marx, 2008). According to Marx, socialism is a step into the path that
leads to communism along with the advancing technology and production tools that become

more effective.

Whereas socialism is considered as the questioning of capitalism in the Marxist theory, the
historical materialist point of view indicates that the economic development will go through a
certain historical stage and, at the same time, new production modes will replace capitalism.
Accordingly, since mode of production will be defined depending on the usage value, the law
of value will not be able to have a direct influence on economic developments, which in
return will be way to prevent commodity fetishism. At the same time, socialism is the first
step to a classless society (Marx & Engels, 2008). Socialist economic system aims to produce
and distribute as much as needed by the individuals in a society and opposes to private
enterprises setting personal or corporate profit goals having been encouraged by the
accumulation of capital. Therefore, surplus production will be stopped and the surplus value
of the proletariat will be left to them. Surplus value means the production of more than the
amount required. The paid workers who cannot get a hold of production tools exert greater

labor in order to earn more income in the capitalist system. Pointing out the difference



57

between labor and labor power, Marx conducted studies on how to calculate the surplus value

(Marx, 2005).

Even though Socialism in the 18" century originated as a common movement of intellectuals
and proletariats criticizing the influence of industrialization policies and capitalism of the
period on the society and socialist discourses were made at every point when capitalism was
unable to solve its own problems, Socialism in the 19" century was considered as the
opposite of capitalism and as a system alterative to capitalism (Giddens, 2009). Whereas
capitalism appealed more to the ‘potential infinity’ of the desires of humans with the
motivation to acquire make more profits, Socialism towards the 20" century was reflected as
outdated and old-fashioned by the Eurocentric modern institutions (Bauman, 2013:50).
Therefore, capitalism today, in the present time we live in with modernity possessing the
now, tries to get itself acknowledged as the best economic system possible. For this reason, in
his thesis “end of history”, Fukuyama defines democratic rights and liberalism as two related
concepts and emphasizes that the foundations of our present-day civilization created by the
relationship between these two concepts are the latest and most effective ideological thoughts
in the history of mankind; he also claims that the history has been progressing towards an end
since the first ages and that this ‘last’ point is our present time (Fukuyama, 1999). However,
considering history as a linear progress is what the modernity wants; in addition, the capitalist
order has lots of issues which are already at debate. Claiming that the beginning of the 21*
century is the last point mankind will ever have arrived is equal to creating another Western
(European) myth in terms of politics and in the global sense and trying to lead people believe

this myth.
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1.2.1.1 Spread of the European myths and the effects of Eurocentric thinking

Following the discovery of America in 1492, countries in the Western Europe found
themselves in a rivalry to discover the ‘New World’. Africa, America and the South Sea
Islands were colonized during the years between 1500 and 1900 especially by Portugal,
Spain, England, France and Holland. This period of colonization lasted nearly until the end of
the World War II. Of course this was not the discovery of the European, it is debated that
peoples who crossed over Siberia discovered America. In addition, since the Western Africa
is geographically closer to the Americas when compared to Europe, it is possible that the
Americas were discovered before 1492 (Devisse & Labib, 1984). Even if discovered,
Western Africans did not have the desire to acquire new and cheaper financial gains unlike
the Europeans who were in the middle of financial problems and felt restrained within the
borders of their geography. There are significant researches, supported by archeological
excavations and findings, purporting the theory that nomads who travelled from the Eastern
hemisphere by sea or passed over Siberia settled down in the Americas before 1492.
Therefore, a claim that this continent was first discovered from scratch could only be the

product of Eurocentric mentality.

Colonization started at a great pace with the discovery of American by the Europeans. It is
possible to say that colonization was successful. The colonization attained success in the end
of hundred-year wars with the Native Americans of the continent. Such success did not come
because the Europeans outnumbered the Native Americans, they had advanced technology or
had superior intelligence specific to their race but because of the mass depopulation caused
by the epidemics transmitted by the Europeans (Lovell, 1992). The resistance of the Native

Americans ended before it began due to the epidemics that broke out. It is estimated that
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three fourths of the Native Americans and nearly ninety percent of the central Mexica
population were exterminated during the outbreak of the epidemics (Denevan, 1992) (Lovell,
1992). The traces of the epidemics that the Europeans went through suffering heavy losses
between the 6™ and 14™ centuries had the same effect on the Native Americans. Therefore,
the actual war of the Native Americans with the Europeans was not on war but the epidemics

they carried.

Right after the conquest of the Americas following the war on the Native Americans that was
quickly won, the idea of collecting capital had been the policy that was implemented by the
European colonizer countries, merchants, landowners and many others since the very
beginning. Many people went to the New World solely for the purpose of making money.
The revenue generated in the Americas was used to improve the industries that were related
to colonization and that would yield profit (improvements in the ships technology to cross the
ocean, investments in the Americas for the purpose of urbanization, etc.). Merchants were
involved in the overseas trading of the precious metals (such as gold and silver) in the
continent. This business was profitable not only because of the revenue generated over the
commodity value of the gold but also because they were able to sell their goods at any price,
in any port and exempt from taxes during their sailings. At the same time, the trade of slaves
from Africa to the Americas and pirating were other income channels. The gold and silver
that entered circulation in the form of customs tariff when the merchants turned back to the
Continental Europe contributed as hot money flow in the economies of countries such as

Spain and Portugal (Cespedes, 1974) (McAlister, 1984).

It can be pointed out that such profits were not the “primitive accumulation” prior to
capitalism as indicated by Marx but the capital of the capitalist system to be founded. These
profits were too much to be labeled as primitive. For example, Hamilton states in his work

that at least 180 tons of gold and 17 thousand tons of silver were brought in Europe in 1640
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(Hamilton 1929). Apart from this, considering the commodity values smuggled into countries
and the colonies in Africa, it can be said that much more than the official figures were
brought into the continent. According to Hamilton, precious metals such as gold and silver
influenced the European economy and contributed in the development of capitalism as a
result of the unbalanced rise in the profit rates and intervened in the economic crises that
were left behind the feudal system. Such precious metals were also used as an economic

opportunity to prevent the proto-capitalist thoughts in non-European societies.

The empty lands acquired in the Americas as a result of colonization and the advantages of
cheap manpower derived from the slave trade had never been important for any system until
the 19" century as much as it was for capitalism. Acquired precious goods and commercial
goods such as sugar cane produced in plantations (considering the transition from micro-level
production to macro-level production) yielded great profits in the trades with regions who
could not entirely move into the capitalist system yet and helped lower the prices when
competing with other producers. Therefore, non-European proto-capitalist investments
started to go bankrupt. Rapid capital accumulation had been a significant factor in the
transition to capitalism having accelerated the economic change in Europe. It should be noted
that the capital acquired through the colonized labor in the Americas was invested in the
industries that served as the foundation of capitalism in Europe, yet Europe was still running
on the feudal mode of economy. Therefore, the capital flow to Europe started to transform the
continent and led to urbanization and increase in rural settlements and the trade economys; it
also caused technological and demographical transformations — together with Renaissance

(Blaut, 2012:278-286).

The colonization system that was founded in the 16™ century increas