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The Railway Transport Cooperation under the Belt and Road

Initiative between China, Turkey and its Surrounding Regions

Umut Ergunst

Directed By: Wang Suolao

Abstract

After China launched the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013, this initiative has
attracted worldwide attention. As of August 2017, 69 countries and international
organizations signed Belt and Road cooperation agreements with China. The main
reason why they have joined the Belt and Road Initiative is they believe that they are
expected to improve their transportat infrastructure to receive economic benefits.

There is a close relationship between the increase in the connectivity in China
and its economic development. After China launched the first high-speed railway line
in 2008, its high-speed railway network reached 22,000 km by the end of 2006. With
the increase of China's infrastructure investment, the less-developed areas in China
started to develop mainly due to the increase in the high-speed railway network.

One of the main components of the Belt and Road Initiative is building
infrastructure to enhance connectivity. At the same time, one of the biggest problems
facing the economic development of most countries along the Belt and Road is the
lack of connectivity. | believe that under the Belt and Road Initiative’s framework, the
countries of Eurasia can jointly enhance the interconnection of railways, especially
high-speed railways.

The region around Turkey, including Middle East, South Caucasus and
Central-Eastern Europe constitute the key link between China and Western Europe.
Two corridors in the Silk Road Economic Belt namely; the Middle Corridor and
China-Central Asia-West Asia Economic Corridor pass through this region.

Turkey proposed the Middle Corridor Initiative in 2014 and Turkey hopes to

become one of the key countries in the Belt and Road Initiative. Xi Jinping



emphasized at the opening ceremony of the Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation that China will strengthen coordination with relevant national policy
initiatives, including Turkey’s Middle Corridor Initiative.

Turkey wants to jointly build the Istanbul - Edirne corridor with China and the
European Union. Under such a circumstance Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, and
Hungary will become part of the Trans - European Transportation Network (TEN-T)
Orient/East-Med Corridor, which also can become an important part of the Belt and
Road Initiative.

The Middle Corridor is linked to the Trans - European Transportation Network
Orient/East-Med Corridor after ending at the Turkish - Bulgarian border. China and
16 Central and Eastern European countries have established the “16+1 cooperation”
mechanism. Under the framework of this mechanism, the Middle Corridor and the
Trans - European Transportation Network Orient/East-Med Corridor can be
connected. In this way, shortest route between China and Western Europe can be
established.

On the other hand, the Middle Corridor and the China - Central Asia - West Asia
Economic Corridor also face many challenges, such as the lack of coordination of
cross-border investment, different construction and technical standards, different
administrative procedures, and huge investment demand for transport infrastructure.
In addition to those, unifying the track standard is a big challenge. The gauge of the
former Soviet Union countries (Azerbaijan, Georgia) is 1,520 mm, and that of Turkey
and the European Union is 1,435 mm. When trains arrive at the border town of
Georgia, they must change gauge, which may create bottlenecks. This problem is not
only the challenge of the Middle Corridor and the China - Central Asia - West Asia
Economic Corridor. All the corridors under the Belt and Road Initiative have the same
problem because the railway gauges of the former Soviet Union countries such as
Russia, Central Asian countries and South Caucasus countries, etc...do not have the
same length as the railway gauges of other countries along the Belt and Road

Initiative.



It’s fair to state that since the interests of Turkey, China, Iran, South Caucasus
countries, Central and Eastern European countries are aligned, all countries can
cooperate to jointly to build the Middle Corridor and the China - Central Asia - West
Asia Economic Corridor of the Belt and Road Initiative and link them with the Trans -
European Transportation Network Orient/East-Med Corridor. This cooperation most

probably will bring economic development to many Eurasian countries.
Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, Railway transport cooperation, Middle Corridor

Initiative, China - Central Asia - West Asia Economic Corridor, Trans-European

Transportation Network Orient/East-Med Corridor
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CHBTR T AT LA L AR RKIRREER) KR (FIEFE) «

Azarbaycan Respublikast Hokumati ilo Cin Xalq Respublikas1 Hokumati

arasinda “Ipok Yolu Iqtisadi Kamori”nin yaradilmasinin birga tosviqi haqqinda

ANLASMA MEMORANDUMU

Azorbaycan Respublikast Hokumoti ilo Cin Xalq Respublikas1 Hokumoti
(bundan sonra - Toraflor) “Ipok Yolu igtisadi Kemari”nin yaradilmasinin birga tosvigi
niyyati ilo ¢ixis edarak;

“Ipok Yolu Iqgtisadi Komari”nin yaradilmasina dair Cin torafinin iroli strdiyt
tosobb (sl nazors alaraq, “Ipek Yolu Igtisadi Komori” boyunca yerloson dcvletlor
arasinda qarsiliql alags va garsilighh miibadils vasitasilo sh, amokdasliq, soffafliq,
doziimliiliik, qarsiligh fayda vo {imumi maraga asaslanan Boyiik ipak Yolu ruhunun
inkisaf etdirilmasine vo miiasir soraitdos ona yeni mozmun verilmasina soy gGstorarak;

ticarat d&vriyyasins, texniki mibadiloys, valyuta d&vriyyasing, insanlar arasinda
olago va yaxinlasmaya, sosial-iqtisadi inkisafin tosviqine, atraf mihitin vo d&vlatlarin
modoniyyatlorinin inkisafina vo onlarin birgo toraqqgisine, o cUmlodon miktalif
sivilizasiyalarin dialoqunun tagviq edilmasina dastok vermok magsadi ils;

“Ipok Yolu Igtisadi Komori’nin yaradilmasi prosesinin birgs tosviq edilmasina
dair raziliga osaslanaraq, hazirki komorlo milli inkisaf strategiyalart arasinda tomas
edon mosoalalorin birlikdo axtarilib tapilmasi, siyasi oalagolondirma vo praktiki
omokdashigin giiclondirilmasi, qarsiliql faydali omoakdasligin togviq edilmasi, dinc va
birgs inkisafi tomin etmaya dair garar gabul edarak,

asagidakilar barodo raziliga goldilor:

Madds 1

2T (e e Tk R 22 40 2 B4R TR B TR % k) (AzZorbaycan Respublikast Hokumati il Gin Xalg
Respublikas1 Hokumoti arasinda “Ipok Yolu Iqtisadi Komori”nin yaradilmasinin birgo tosviqi haqqinda Anlasma
Momorandumu), [ & 5 5l A [E] =) L R E— (1754 Ml (Azorbaycanin Respublikasinin ©dliyys Nazirliyi -
Normativ hiiquqi aktlarm vahid internet elektron bazasi), x5 — K% 3. 2018 4 3 A 12 H,
http://www.e-ganun.az/framework/31817
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9mokdashgin magsadi va rahbar asaslar

1. Toaroflor hor iki dkanin birgs inkisafina, iistiinliiklordon siyasi minasibatlords
istifads edilmasinog, igtisadi qarsiligli tamamlamaya, praktiki amokdasliq vo dkalorin
davamli inkisafi moagsodi ilo humanitar slagelors, hamg@nin dost siyasi slagslorin
glclandirilmasine, har iki dkonin xalglarinin manafeyi naminas igtisadi vo humanitar
olagoloro yénoldilmis “Ipok Yolu Iqtisadi Komori”nin formalasdirilmast iizro
omokdashig1 birgs inkisaf etdiracaklor.

Toroflor, bununla yanasi, regionlararasi qarsiligli olagolori vo tomaslari
girlondirmak, maraqli olkalorlo  @Xxsaviyyali omokdashiga deastok vo onun
dorinlasdirilmasi va agiqliq, doziimlilik, balanslasdirma, siilh vo regionun inkisafi
namino Umumi rifahla xarakterizo olunan iqtisadi qarsiliql slags strukturunu birlikds
yaratmag mogsadi ilo “Ipok Yolu igtisadi Komari” boyunca boyiik mokanda yerloson
dvlatlor arasinda omokdasliga say g&stormays hazir olduglarini bayan edirlor.

2. Toroflor agsagidaki asaslarda omakdasliq edocaklor:

- genis moslohotlogsmolor, birge tchfo vo ortag fayda prinsiplorina asasan,
bir-birinin mithiim maraqlarina hormoat etmok vo asas narahatliglarini nazars almagq,
garsilighh etimadi vo faydali omokdashgi dorinlosdirmoak, birgoe inkisafi vo
goklonmani hoyata kegrmok;

- Toroflorin & Wearlorino gdlrdiklari beynolxalg chdsliklors uygun olaraq, hor
iki dkanin milli ganunvericiliklorino riayst etmok, sosial-igtisadi inkisafina yeni giic
vermok;

- mahiyyati inkisaf vo qarsiligh fayda olan “Ipok Yolu Iqtisadi Komori”
konsepsiyasina vo togobbUstno riayat etmokls, Toroflorin istirakgist olduglar qlivvada
olan ikitorofli vo @xtorafli omokdasliq mexanizmlorinin potensiallarindan vo effektiv
regional omokdasliq platformalarindan tam istifado etmok, omokdasligi giiclondirmoak,

bir-birlarini dastoklomok.

Madda 2

9makdashgin mazmunu
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Toroflor asagidaki istigamotlords amokdasliq edocaklor:

- siyasi olagoalor. Milli inkisafin osas strategiyalari, proqrami vo Siyasati (ro
mintozom dialoq vo mibadilo aparmag. Makrosiyasata shomiyyatli diEslis, eloco do
Taroflorin strategiyalarinin uzlasdirilmast tizrs slags v koordinasiyani giiclondirmok;

- infrastruktur slagoalori. M&vcud avtomobil vo domir yolu infrastrukturunun
inkisaf etdirilmosi vo genislondirilmosi, miilki aviasiyanin, doniz limanlarinin,
logistikanin, informasiya Vo kommunikasiya texnologiyalarinin inkisaf etdirilmasi va
mithiim qarsihiqlt faydali layihalorin hoyata kegrilmasinin tosviqi tizro qarsiliqh
alagalari gtrlondirmok; standartlarin uygunlasdirilmasi vo informasiya resurslarindan
birgo istifado edilmasi istigamotinda saylor g&tormak; nagliyyat sahasinds garsiligh
faydali omokdasligin somoraliliyinin artirtlmas1 vo giclondirilmasi Ugn say
g&tormok. Cin Xalq Respublikasindan Azorbaycan Respublikasinin orazisindan
kegnoklo Avropaya va oks istigamatds dasman yiklarin hacminin artirtlmasi yolu ilo
beynolxalq dasimalarin inkisaf etdirilmosi sahasinds birgs tadbirlor gGmok. Bununla
olagadar olaraq, razilasdirilmig tarif siyasstinin formalagdirilmasi, goémriik vo
sorhaddon keg@no prosedurlarinin sadslogdirilmasi, fasilesiz, tohlikasiz vo effektiv
nogliyyat dasimalarinin togkili vo hayata keg@rilmasi istigamatindo birga todbirlori
dostoklomok vo hoyata ke@rmok;

- ticaratin inkisafi. Bir-birino qgarsi agiqliq saviyyasini artirmaq; ikitorofli ticarati
genislondirmok; investisiya miihitinin yaxsilagdirilmasi va investisiya prosedurlarinin
sadalosdirilmasi vo onun tohlikasizliyinin tomin edilmasi sahosinds Taroflorin
omokdashigint togviq etmok vo gomriik, giris-¢ixisa nozarot, toftis vo karantin
standartlar1 saholorindo Toroflorin  beynolxalg omokdashigini inkisaf etdirmok;
sertifikatlagdirma iglori Uero alagolori gtclondirmok;

- maliyyslosdirmo sahesindo qarsiligli olagelor. Ikitorofli investisiya va
ticarat-igtisadi amokdasligin taloblarina uygun olaraq, milli valyutalarda mibadils va
hesablama (kro omokdaslhigi hoyata ke@rmok imkanlarini arasdirmaq; maliyya
muibssisalorini ticarot vo investisiya omokdasligina maliyyo dostoyi vo Xidmat

gGtormoyos tosviq etmok; maliyys risklori vo bohranlarinin profilaktikasi, eloco do
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onlarin naticalorinin aradan qaldirilmasi {izro qarsiligh foaliyysti hoyata ke@rmoak,
kredit-molumat sobalori arasinda omokdashigi vo olagelori, hamgnin maliyys
mbssisalorinin investorlari arasinda alagslori gUclondirmok;

- xalglarin yaxinlasmasi. Humanitar omokdasliga, ortamiiddatli vo uzunmuddatli
moadani olagalor modelinin formalasdirilmasina komok g&stormok; qardaslagmig
sohorlor gobokasini yaratmag, tohsil, sohiyys, madoaniyyat, incassnat vo turizm
sahalorindo omokdasliq haqqinda sazislori razilasdirmaq vo imzalamag, beyin
morkazlori, talabalar va ganclor arasinda slagelori vo amakdaslhigi giiclondirmoak;

- soraito uygun olaraq ikitorafli omokdasliq programini birgs hazirlamagq;

- Taroflorin razilagdirdiglart omokdasligin digor formalarini hoyata kegrmok.

Madds 3

9makdashq formalar:

1. Toralor omokdasligi asagidaki formalarda hoyata keg@rocaklor:

- rohbarlorin garsilight sofarlori, rosmi vo xalq oslagslori kimi giwvads olan
omokdasliq mexanizmlori asasinda molumat mibadilosi Ugn cxtorofli platforma
yaratmag;

- hor iki Tarafin Umumi toloblorina cavab verorok, Umumi analiz, kooperativ
planlagdirma, texniki-iqtisadi qarsiligli foaliyyst, bilik mibadilosi vo potensialin
artirtlmas1 vasitasilo beynolxalg, bazar vo pesokar standartlar Czro ohomiyyatli
nimunovi layihslor hazirlayacaq, birgo todqiqatlari, kadrlarin mibadilasini vo
hazirlanmasmi toskil edacok, “Ipok Yolu Igtisadi Komori~nin birgo yaradilmasima
mivafiq dkalori va beynolxalq toskilatlar: calb edacoklar;

- Toraflor “Ipok Yolu igtisadi Kemori” tosobbUsUi @rgvasinds qarsiligl faydali
omokdasligin uygun modellarini genis sokilda totbiq edoacak va infrastruktur tikintisi,
dagima proseslorindo vo nagliyyat omoliyyatlarinda logistika texnologiyalarinin
totbiginin stimullagdirilmasma, sonaye parklarina, istehsal gUcUnin birlosdirilmasine
yaldilmis boyiik layihslorin islonilib hazirlanmasini vo hoyata keg@rilmasini

dastokloyacok vo bazar omaliyyatlari, komok gisminds vasitalor, beynolxalg va sosial
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kapital, eloco do qarisig hokumot vo sosial kapital hesabina boyiik layihalorin
maliyyslosdirilmasini tosviq edocok, mibadilo vo omokdashigr giiclondiracak,
layihalorin tohltkasizliyini tamin edacakloar.

2. Toroflor bazi spesifik sahslordo mivafig sonadlorin imzalanmasi yolu ilo

omokdasliq eds bilarlor.

Maddos 4

omakdashq mexanizmi ;

Toroflor “Ipok Yolu Iqtisadi Kemori’nin tikintisinin tesviqi iigiin qiivveds olan
ikitorofli  h&kumotloraras1 vo idarolorarasi mexanizmlordon istifado edacok,
omokdasliq tigiin yeni imkanlar1 birgo nazordon kegrocok, onlar1 ortaya ¢ixaracag,
ikitorofli omokdaslhiq zamani osas masalalorin halli Cera isi tonzimloyacok vo

alagolondiracaklor.

Madda 5

Dayisiklik va alavalar

Toroflorin qarsilight raziligi osasinda bu Anlasma Memorandumuna onun
ayrilmaz torkib hissasi olaraq ayrica protokollar formasinda rosmilogdirilon vo 7-Ci
maddasi ilo mibyyan olunmus qaydada qiivvaya minan doyisiklik vo alavalor edilo

bilar.

Madds 6

Fikir ayrihglarinin halli

Bu Anlasma Memorandumunun tofsiri vo totbigi ilo bagli yaranan fikir

ayriliglart Toraflor arasinda danisiglar vo maslohatlosmalor yolu ilo hall edilir.

Maddo 7
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Quvvayaminma va lagvedilma

1. Bu Anlasma Memorandumu onun qiivvoys minmasi Ugn zoruri olan
d&vlstdaxili prosedurlarin yerino Yetirilmasi barado Toroflorin  sonuncu yazili
bildirisinin diplomatik kanallar vasitasilo alindig1 tarixden qUvvays minir.

2. Bu Anlasma Memorandumu 5 (bes) il miiddatine baglanilir vo Taraflordan
biri bu Anlasma Memorandumunun qiivvasini lagv etmok niyysti barodo diplomatik
kanallar vasitasilo yuxanda g&torilmis miiddatin bitmasine an az1 3 (ii¢) ay qalmis
digar Taraofi molumatlandirmadigi toqdirds, Anlasma Memorandumu avtomatik olaraq
n&vboti besillik miiddatlors uzadilir.

3. Bu Anlasma Memorandumunun logv olunmasi hoyata kegrilmokds olan
layiholors tasir etmir.

Pekin goharinds 10 dekabr 2015-ci il tarixinda, har biri Azarbaycan, Cin va rus
dillorinds olmagla, iki nisxads imzalanmisdir, biitiin matnlor autentikdir. Bu Anlasma
Memorandumunun muddsalarinin tofsiri zamani fikir ayriliglar1 yarandigi toqdirdo,

Taroflar rus dilindaki matndan istifada edacaklor.

Azarbaycan Respublikasi Cin Xalq Respublikas:
Hdkumati adindan Hdkumati adindan
(imza) (imza)
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I}ﬁ‘i" E “Ministers Moscovski and Pavlova and the Minister of Transport of

the PRC Yang Chuantang establish a common program for infrastructure projects”*?®

The Minister of Transport, Information Technology and Communications Ivaylo
Moskovski, the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works Lilyana Pavlova
and the Minister of Transport of the PRC Yang Chuantang establish a common
program for infrastructure projects. This emerged from the meeting between the three
ministers and managerial representatives in China - Director "International Activities"
Zhang Dawei, Director "Planning” Chen Shengying and Director Ren Weimin
responsible for highways.

Minister Yang Chuantang opened the meeting stating that the talks between the
two countries in the recent years have been fruitful. He added that the Fourth meeting
in the format "16 + 1" and the initiative "One belt one road" are an exceptional
opportunity for development of relations between Eastern Europe and China. This is
the second meeting of Ministers Ivaylo Moskovski and Lilyana Pavlova and Minister
Yang Chuantang after the meeting last year in Belgrade.

The talks continued with a presentation by Minister Ivaylo Moskovski on the
structure of MTITC and the good level of cooperation and coordination with the
MRDPW. Minister Moskovski pointed out that the presence of Prime Minister Boyko
Borissov in a delegation that includes a Deputy Prime Minister and six ministers of
his team is a clear expression of respect and request for active participation in major
investment projects between the two countries.

During the meeting, the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works
Lilyana Pavlova announced that she is responsible for the overall investment process
for projects in all areas - road, water, rail and others. Minister Pavlova declared her

readiness to assist in the implementation of joint projects.

428 Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications of Republic of Bulgaria, “Ministers
Moscovski and Pavlova and the Minister of Transport of the PRC Yang Chuantang establish a common program
for infrastructure projects,”. 2015-11-26. https://www.mtitc.government.bg/archive/en/text/page.php@category=92
&id=8717.html
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The talks continued with Minister Moskovski presenting the project for
construction of the railway line Rousse - Varna and the opportunities for the
realization of intermodal transport connecting river-sea-rail-airport.

Minister lvaylo Moskovski and Minister Lilyana Pavlova, together with Minister
Yang Chuantang agreed to develop a common program for infrastructure projects in
all sectors in Bulgaria. A thorough plan will be prepared by the administrations of the
two countries will be discussed in future meetings.

The talks touched upon the issue of the development of the Bulgarian railways.
Ivaylo Moskovski said that “BDZ-Cargo” has a good market share and has the
potential for development. The Minister reminded that during his tenure as Deputy
Minister in the period 2009 - 2010 he held talks with Chinese investors on the joint
production of trains and hopes the idea would be resumed.

On the territory of Bulgaria several trans-European corridors intersect and some
major routes linking the Middle East to Europe pass through the country, continued
his presentation Minister Moskovski. He commented on the structural changes carried
out in some sectors, stressing that he hopes for a friendly support by China for their
implementation in the right direction.

Minister Yang Chuantang stated that today's meeting is symbolic for the joint
activities and implementation of common projects. Ivaylo Moskovski brought up the
issue of an air line between Sofia and Beijing, or any other city in the People's
Republic of China. The Bulgarian government and administration have carried out
actions for its implementation and it is now necessary for Bulgarian and Chinese
carriers to sign an agreement for operation. Minister Moskovski said that this will

improve communication at a business level.
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