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Chapter 1

Introduction

In recent years, the concept of “anytime, anywhere” communication has captured popular
interest. It seems that the world awaits with excitement a lifestyle where people as well as
devices can communicate with each other and interact with the Internet seamlessly, even as
their locations change. Such portable/mobile pervasive networking requires data networks
that are integrated and easier to use, and are partially or completely wireless. Pervasive
wireless networks, as well as being envisioned to provide mobile connectivity for various
aspects of modern life, e.g., information, automation, security, and medical and educational
applications, also have a dual role in less developed parts of the world. In regions where
telecommunication is just burgeoning, wireless networks can make it possible to bypass the
setup of costly wireline infrastructure, enabling these regions to quickly catch up with the

information age.

A big challenge in making pervasive wireless networking a reality is energy-efliciency.
Wireless nodes, especially those that are portable or mobile, typically live on battery energy.
The rate at which energy is drained in relation to how often the battery can be recharged is
key to determining battery size, which influences the weight, size, and cost of nodes. Finite
battery capacity implies either a finite lifetime or a limited duration between rechargings

of each node, which certainly limits the amount of mobility and in some cases, such as in
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multi-hop networks, constrains the network topology.

Multi-hop wireless networks have attracted renewed attention recently [45, 58, 39, 10,
70]. As opposed to centralized networks (such as cellular networks) where nodes transmit to
and receive from a fixed base station only, multi-hop wireless networks include peer-to-peer
communication. The increasing importance of such networks is largely due to their potential
for ad-hoc networking: establishing and maintaining communication in the absence of a pre-
established infrastructure. Clearly, ad-hoc networking is a key element of pervasive wireless
networks. At present, there are various classes of ad-hoc networks, with widely differing
characteristics. Sensor networks, for example, typically include hundreds or thousands of
nodes, with low data rates, on the order of a few Kbps [51, 79]. Some wireless local area
networks (LANSs) and personal area networks (PANs), on the other hand, are also ad-hoc,
but they usually have less than a hundred nodes while data rates are on the order of Mbps.
Despite the variety, these networks have in common the property that they are energy-

constrained [70, 37, 81].

Energy-efficiency in wireless communication and networking is the central theme of
this thesis, and central to our results is the observation that transmission energy can be
controlled by varying transmission rate: with information-theoretically optimal, as well
as practical suboptimal coding schemes, the energy needed to transmit a certain amount
of data! can be reduced by transmitting the data at a lower rate. Meanwhile, lowering
transmission rate corresponds to lowering the rate at which data packets are served, which

causes increased delay. Hence, there is an inherent tradeoff between energy and delay.

The energy-delay tradeoff is not captured by traditional information-theoretic treat-
ments of wireless communication, where the transmitter is modeled to have an infinite
supply of bits and the objective is to maximize the rate of transmission under a power con-
straint. Such a model is suitable when data is generated continuously at a fixed rate, such

as in voice communication. However, in data applications it is increasingly the case that the

nformation-theoretically, a finite amount of data cannot be transmitted reliably with finite energy [74],
however this technical detail can be surmounted by allowing a small but non-zero error probability.
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rate at which data is generated is unknown, and the data rate also varies in time. Moreover,
data is usually delay constrained. The conventional information-theoretic treatment, which

ignores the burstiness or the randomness in data arrivals, does not address delay [34, 27].

On the other hand, multiaccess network theory does analyze network issues such as delay,
buffer overflow etc., and suggests algorithms such as ALOHA and CSMA that can control
these quantities. However, physical layer aspects such as coding, channel modeling and
decoding are usually left out of the models. Addressing the problem of minimizing energy
while having a handle on delay requires a model that embodies queuing-theoretic as well
as information-theoretic aspects [34, 27, 12, 82]. Constructing such a model that captures
the energy-delay tradeoff, that yields itself to analysis and suggests practical rate/power
allocation algorithms is the main goal of this dissertation. These rate/power allocation
algorithms will be referred to as packet scheduling algorithms. Operationally, the scheduling
algorithms will work on several layers of the network protocol stack at once; specifically,
the physical, link and network layers. We believe that a cross-layer approach like the one

here will be useful for achieving the full potential of wireless networks.

1.1 Outline of Thesis

A review of the power control literature, which places this work in perspective, is done
in Chapter 2. A significant portion of the literature on power control is comprised of
information-theoretic studies where the objective is to maximize achievable rate for given
average power constraints by adapting to the time variation in the channel. Power control
algorithms suggested by these studies operate on the physical and link layers of the protocol
stack. In another major portion of power control research, the adaptation is to interference.
Algorithms that target the medium access (MAC) and network layers are developed. It has
been understood that a truly satisfactory treatment of wireless networking needs to address
multi-access issues as well as channel fading, and in addition, queuing issues due to random

arrival of messages [12, 82]. In this regard, we survey recent works which have taken a
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cross-layer approach to the problem as we do in this dissertation.

Chapter 3 sets up the minimum-energy scheduling problem formulation. The problem
is to minimize the total energy to transmit an arbitrary sequence of packets arriving in a
finite time window, within a finite deadline. No specific channel model or coding/modulation
scheme is assumed: the model relies on the sole assumption that transmission energy per
bit is a convex, decreasing function of the number of channel uses per bit. In fact, this
assumption holds in most theoretical or practical cases of interest, as argued in Chapter 3
and also by [12]. Having a finite deadline constraint on a sequence of packets not only models
scenarios of practical interest, but also renders an exact offline analysis of the problem
possible. In offline analysis, it is assumed that events in the future are known ahead of
time, and the optimal solution under this extremely optimistic assumption is found. The
solution then presents a bound on any solution with more realistic assumptions, such as, for
example, an online solution which knows only the past and present. In this thesis, offline
analysis not only provides us with bounds as such, but with insight about how to obtain

good online solutions.

Chapter 4 extends the problem formulation to multi-user channels. The formulation
is generalized to cases such as uplink (multiple transmitters, single receiver) and downlink
(single transmitter, multiple receivers), with or without channel fading. The uplink and the
downlink are modeled using the multiaccess and broadcast channel models in information

theory, respectively.

In the uplink case, one possibility is to time-share between different users’ packet trans-
missions. Although it is well-known that time-sharing between users is strictly sub-optimal
except in the special case of users having completely symmetric channels (see [69]), from
an application viewpoint it might be practical to do. The best time-sharing offline schedule
is found by an iterative algorithm called MoveRight. The MoveRight algorithm uses the
property that energy functions are convex and decreasing, to progressively converge to the
optimal solution by making a series of simple local optimizations. In order to find the

optimal offline schedule, one must consider multiuser coding, where codewords of different
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users overlap in time. In this case, we exhibit an iterative algorithm, called FlowRight,
that yields the optimal offline schedule. FlowRight is in the spirit of the MoveRight algo-
rithm, the principle behind its convergence being the convexity and monotonicity of the
energy functions. It solves not only the uplink offline optimal scheduling problem, but also
many other varieties including the downlink problem, as well as offline scheduling in single
or multi-user fading channels. FlowRight also produces the optimal offline solution under
various model variations such as individual deadlines for packets, finite buffer constraints,

etc.

The offline solutions can be carried on to the practically interesting case of online
scheduling by using the idea of a look-ahead buffer. By observing users’ packet arrival
processes for a certain amount of time and buffering packets in the mean time, one can
schedule them with offline optimal algorithms, at the expense of a predictable, bounded
delay. In Chapter 5, we exhibit this online scheduling heuristic and apply it to the online
versions of all scenarios mentioned above. In the particular case of a slowly fading channel,
it is observed that adapting to packet arrival processes in this manner can provide great
savings in energy compared to a popular benchmark, which is water-filling adaptation to

the fading channel.

Finally, Chapter 6 presents conclusions and directions for further work.



Chapter 2

Power Control

2.1 Introduction

This chapter will briefly review power control research. Power control, the problem of
assigning code rates and/or power levels to transmitters in a wireless network, has com-
monalities with other network resource allocation problems such as routing, flow control,
admission control. However, the fact that the channel characteristics are usually variable
in time due to interference and/or fading distinguishes the wireless power control problem

and makes it challenging.

In wireless networks, users potentially co-exist in a medium where they interfere with
each other if they collide in time and frequency. Limitations on battery capacity at termi-
nals, and regulatory/economic limitations on bandwidth make up the constraint region in
which the power control problem is set. Whether nodes can communicate reliably, how far
they can transmit messages, how long they can continue communicating, and how much
interference they cause on each other depends on their stored energy and how they regulate
this energy. Time-variability in the channel presents another reason why power needs to be

controlled over time.
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A large number of previous studies were motivated by spread-spectrum cellular networks.
The number of users that can be accommodated in a cell, i.e., network capacity, is heavily
influenced by the amount of interference that users impose on each other. In this setting,
power control policies manage the interference to maximize network capacity. In contrast,
another large body of research starts by looking at a single interference-free link, in a time-
varying channel, with an information-theoretic approach. Determination of the capacity
of the fading channel leads to optimal power control algorithms. These results have been

extended to multi-user settings.

After briefly reviewing those two groups of studies, we describe a third group, comprised
of relatively recent research where network-theoretic and information-theoretic methods are
combined. Studies in the third group also differ from those in the first two groups in that
rather than limiting their scope to the networking layer or the physical layer, they have an

inter-layer approach.

2.2 Network Capacity-centric Power Control Research

Most of the earlier work on power control in the wireless setting has considered multiple
users in a cellular network, accessing a common base station [63, 46, 38, 30, 49]. The main
motivation for those works has been systems like IS-95 CDMA, where interferers are treated

as noise.

A simple form of power control that has been used in practice is scaling transmitted
power such that users are received at equal power levels at the base station. When inter-
ference is treated as noise, this scaling is necessary for all users to achieve the same rate.

To see this, consider the AWGN multiaccess channel model:
Y=X1+Xo+7

where X; and X, are the signals from users 1 and 2, of received powers P; and Ps,
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respectively, Z is Gaussian noise, of power N. When each user considers the other as
noise, their achievable rates are bounded as R; < (1/2)logy(1 + P1/(P> + N)) and Ry <
(1/2)logy(1+4 P2/(P1 + N)). Hence, to maximize the rate R achieavable by all users at the
same time, they must be received at an equal power level. This usually means that far away
transmitters need to boost their power levels by a larger amount to overcome attenuation

(also called “combatting the near-far problem”.)

Such adaptation relies on the knowledge at the transmitter of the channel gain from the
transmitter to the receiver. In practice, this knowledge may be obtained by feedback, with

a certain delay.

Algorithms to control co-channel interference (interference that users using the same
channel (code or time slot) cause on each other) in order to increase network capacity have
been the focus of [46, 60, 80, 85, 32, 86, 8, 9]. In [85], the downlink of a cellular system
is modeled, with channel gain matrix Z = {Z;;}, Z;; being the gain from transmitter ¢ to
receiver j. An interesting problem is that of finding the maximum C/I ratio (signal power
to interference power ratio) simultaneously achievable at all receivers. It is shown that the
maximum achievable C/I is given by 1/(A\* — 1), where \* is the largest eigenvalue of the
matrix Z, and the transmit power vector that achieves this is the corresponding eigenvector.

Algorithms to approximate this optimal power control are presented in [85].

In [32], Foschini and Miljanic propose a distributed autonomous power control algorithm
and explore its convergence properties. In [86] these power control schemes are shown to
be robust in the presence of implementation details. Asynchronous, iterative power control

algorithms are explored in [80].

“Active link protection” [8] refers to maintaining the quality of service of operational
(active) links above given thresholds at all times, and admitting new connections (users) into
the network as resources permit. A suite of distributed and autonomous admission/power
control algorithms is studied in [8]. Power-controlled shared channel access for packetized

data traffic, incorporating various costs for packet transmission and queuing, is studied in
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[9]. In most of the above papers, the communication part of the problem is summarized into
a desired SINR (or C/I) criterion. Communication-theoretic concepts are usually abstracted
out. In the next section, we describe another large body of research where the approach is

communication-theoretic.

2.3 Information Capacity-centric Power Control Research

Consider the discrete-time AWGN channel where signal is affected by multiplicative gain:
Y[n] = S[n]X[n] + Z[n],

where X [n] is the transmitted symbol at time n, S[n| is a channel gain, and Z[n| is Gaussian
noise. In general the signal is complex, but assuming the receiver can detect the phase
perfectly and invert it, the channel reduces to two parallel real-valued channels. In this
section, and in the rest of the thesis it will be understood that we consider one of these
channels. The above will be used as a model for frequency-nonselective fading channels,
and though it is in discrete-time, the results below are also valid for the continuous-time

channel that it represents.

While a physically motivated model of a fading channel usually has an uncountably
infinite state-space, finite state models models have been used often [54, 41], and have
been shown to closely approximate capacity and power control results for continuous coun-
terparts (see, for example, [42]). Many researchers studied capacity and power control
problems under the assumption of perfect CSI (Channel State Information) at the receiver
and transmitter. This refers to instantaneous knowledge of S[n], and is quite different from
considering delayed feedback from the receiver to the transmitter, which is a technically

much more involved problem [54].

Under perfect CSI at the transmitter and receiver, the capacity of a finite-state ergodic
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channel with infinite input and output alphabets is ([14])

|S|

C = ZPiCi
i1

where |S| denotes the cardinality of the state space, and p; is the steady-state probability
of state i. As shown in [44], the above result can be obtained as the limit of the maximum
average mutual information between the input and the output as the blocklength grows:

1
C = lim Ty max I(XN; yN|sM)

N—oo

For the AWGN channel,
S|

1
C = Zpﬁ log(1 +

i=1

2
siP;
o2

) (2.1)

where o2 is the noise variance, s? is the i*" realization of the channel gain, and P; is the
power allocated to state s; according to some power control policy 0. We now describe two

power control policies that we shall refer to later.

Definition: Channel Inversion Let P, be some desired received power level. Then,

P; = P, /s;, for all i € [S].

Definition: Water-filling over Channel States Let P be the average transmit power

constraint. P; = {v — 0?/s2}* for all i € |S|, where v is chosen such that Zgl piP; = P.

A problem that has attracted much attention is finding the power allocation that max-

imizes the expression in Equation 3.1, under an average power constraint:

S| 2
1 s: P
;= log(1 + —~
max,,Zp,2 og(1+ g )
=1
S| B
subject to: ZpiPZ- <P
i=1

The policy that achieves the above maximum is water-filling. Note from the definition of
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water-filling that it calls for a variable-rate, variable power coding scheme. Such a scheme
can be formed by multiplexing Gaussian codebooks with power P; and rate 3log(1+ P;/P).
Surprizingly, it has been shown in [15] that a single Gaussian codebook is sufficient provided

that the code symbols are amplified by \/P;/P before being sent on the channel.

The absence of CSI at the transmitter results in only a small loss in capacity [14]. The
capacity in this case is %Zli‘l pilog(1 + Ps;/o?), achieved by a single Gaussian codebook
of power P. Note that achieving this capacity (and the previous one with transmitter
CSI) requires averaging over the statistics of the channel gain. Achieving this averaging in
time may take arbitrarily long, depending on the dynamics of the fading. When codeword
length is limited by practical delay constraints, these power control policies may achieve a
rate much less than the promised ergodic capacity. In general, for a given rate and reliability,
there is a tradeoff between delay and power: the more power-efficient one wishes to be, the

more delay one needs to tolerate.

The impracticality in real applications of large delay motivates “outage capacity”, and
“delay-limited capacity”. Outage capacity is the rate that is achievable with probability
1 — po, where p, is the probability that a communication outage is declared. The zero-
outage condition leads to delay-limited capacity, the reliable communication rate that can
be achieved under all possible realizations of the given channel state distribution. It is
achieved by channel inversion [17]. Klein shows in [54] that for a given fading distribution,
the power control policy that maximizes the minimum rate across channel states is channel
inversion. Note that for some distributions the event {s; = 0} has positive probability, in
which case channel inversion would result in infinite power, those cases are usually handled
by “truncated” channel inversion. If, rather than absolute delay constraints, there is a
minimum rate constraint, the optimal power allocation is a combination of channel inversion
and waterfilling: the channel is inverted so as to always achieve a certain SNR and guarantee
the minimum rate, and any power left over is distributed over states according to water-

filling [54].

Caire et al. address the interesting case of the transmitter not knowing the statistics of
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the fading, while having causal CSI [18]. They propose a heuristic, which consists of finding
what would be the optimal power allocation over all the states in the past and using this

water-filling solution for the present time.

In the infinite-horizon power control problem, perfect causal CSI at the transmitter
and receiver is sufficient: if the transmitter knew all future channel states, it could not
have obtained a higher average rate. This is not true, however, in the finite-horizon case:
information about future channel states can be used to optimally allocate power across time.

Note, however, that in the finite-horizon case one cannot achieve the ergodic capacity.

For the multiaccess channel, Knopp and Humblet show [55] that when users have sym-
metric channel statistics and equal power constraints, letting the user with the stronger
channel to transmit (ties broken arbitrarily), maximizes the sum of long-term average rates.
For the user that transmits, the power allocation is according to water-filling. This result
is generalized to the case of maximize an arbitrary linear combination (as opposed to the
sum) of user’s average rates in [69], where a “greedy algorithm” finds the optimal power

and rate allocation.

The multiacces studies cited thus far make the simplifying assumption that users’ fading
realizations do not change during a codeword. The same assumption will be used throughout

the thesis.

2.4 Studies with an Inter-layer Focus

As we pointed out in Chapter 1, a fundamental question in a wireless network is how much
energy is needed to transmit a certain amount data within a certain duration. The energy-
delay tradeoff has seen increased attention from the research community partly due to
emerging low-power pervasive computing applications such as sensor networks and ad-hoc
networks, and the move from voice to various data applications on cellular systems. In such

networks, energy-efficiency is influenced by network topology, routing, buffering, as well as
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the traditional lower-layer components such as the multiaccess technique, modulation and
coding, system and circuit design. To answer the energy-optimality question, most of these

factors need to be considered together.

Minimum energy communication is a fundamental scientific question. Recently, Berger
pointed out in his Shannon Lecture [11] that intra-organism communication in biological
systems is exremely efficient! due to the organism’s ability to adapt the channel properties
to the source rate. Additionally, intra-organism commununication is usually of multicast
nature, with networking capability much more efficient than in networks that can be built
currently. These observations indicate that energy-efficiency of networks may be greatly

increased by designing source coding, communication and networking together.

Queuing theory was used together with information theory in the modeling of a multi-
access system by Telatar and Gallager in [68]. Prior to that work, queuing theory was used
to analyze network capacity and stability in collision-resolution type systems (i.e. ALOHA,
CSMA), but in such analyses noise was ignored and interference was dealt with rather
naively. On the other hand, precise information-theoretic models for multiuser communi-
cation were developed [25], but these models ignored the random arrival of messages into
the buffer, treated them as a continuous stream, ignoring delay. To combine the strengths
of both treatments, [68] proposed the model of a multiaccess system where each message
arrives to a new transmitter, and the total rate at which all the active transmitters serve
packets is determined using error exponents: the service rate as a function of the number

of active users u is given by

P
¢(u) = Wpuln <1 + 1+ p)(N,W + (u— 1)P))

where 2W is the two-sided bandwidth in Hz, P is the power used by each transmitter,
N, /2 is the noise density, for any 0 < p < 1. Each transmitter codes its packet into an

infinitely long codeword and starts transmitting it to the receiver. Once the receiver gets

! Another study that gives evidence to the efficiency of biological systems is [1].
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enough symbols to decode with sufficient reliability, it sends feedback to the transmitter to
stop. For a desired error probability P,, the service demand of a packet is —(In P.) 4+ pln M,
where In M is message length in nats. This is observed to be a processor-sharing queue where
service rate depends on the number of jobs in the system, and using known results about
processor-sharing (see [53]) the stability region of the multiaccess system is determined.

Tradeoffs such as delay versus error probability are explored.

A recent paper by Yeh [84] extends this formulation to a multiaccess scenario where
messages get queued at separate transmitters. It is shown, in the symmetric case, that the
average system delay for packets is minimized by a Longer-Queue Higher-Rate allocation

strategy.

To our knowledge, the earliest appearance of joint queue state/channel state adaptive
power control is in a paper by Collins and Cruz [22]. A more comprehensive treatment
appears in [12], where the objective is to obtain the optimal power-delay tradeoff curve and

develop algorithms that minimize power while keeping the buffer size below a certain level.

In [83], the minimum-delay power control problem (with a given power constraint) is
posed. It is shown that under the two extremes of very fast fading and very slow fading, the
optimal power control policy goes to the two extremes of water-filling in time, and channel
inversion, respectively. In [21], a time-slotted multiple user system with bursty arrivals
is considered. Time-slots are assumed to be long enough to achieve capacity over them.
The difference in average energy consumption when delay is minimized with and without
the knowledge of other user’s queues is explored. It is found, using the results of [59],
that a sufficient condition for stability is to transmit using multiple access codes after the
queue states cross a finite threshold. Medard et al. [59] showed that the capacity region of
the time-slotted ALOHA system with power-constrained users is the same as the capacity

region of the multiple access channel.

Delay-optimal scheduling of data packets from different queues is studied in the context

of satellite transmission systems in [62, 33]. In [62], it is shown, using Lyapunov methods,
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that the througput-optimal schedule for a system of several queues is a maximum weight
matching where the weight of each queue is the backlog multiplied by the rate at which it
can transmit at that time (transmitters have fixed power constraint and rate varies with
channel state). In a related study, [33], optimal energy allocation and admission control
for communication satellites in earth orbit is considered. The goal is to choose which
data requests to serve at a given time, in order to maximize expected total reward when
the energy that can be stored is finite and is replenished at certain regular intervals. An
optimal policy is derived, using dynamic programming. Energy-efficient caching and on-
demand transmission of data is considered in [40]. Optimal online schedules are developed

using dynamic programming.

The studies we have cited thus far dealt solely with transmission power. Note that
transmission power is just one of the components of energy drain in a wireless terminal. In
fact, energy consumption due to source and channel coding/decoding, keeping the system in
standby mode, etc. can be significant, and may even exceed the transmission component in
some systems. A number of recent works have addressed total system energy minimization
(see [28, 3], and references therein). For example, [28] addresses the problem of optimizing
the power consumption due to compression, channel coding and transmission subject to
a fixed end-to-end source distortion. It is shown that the best coding and transmission

strategy depends on the channel state.

Simunic studies energy-efficient hardware and software design [67] on a WLAN card
used on a Linux laptop. A semi-markov decision model is used to model the traversing of

a device between “sleep”, “idle”, and “transmit” states.

Another study that evaluates the actual total energy consumption of a wireless local
area network interface experimentally is [29]. A set of measurements of power taken during
several operational modes of and IEEE 802.11 node operating in an ad-hoc networking envi-
ronment. Some implications on protocol design are discussed. In fact, energy-aware design
of network protocols has drawn much attention recently (e.g., [77, 16, 61]). Although there

is a large amount of research, strong results are rare, and seem hard to obtain unless basic
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components of the problem are modeled and understood well. In the following chapters, we

present an attempt at doing that.

2.5 Summary

We have reviewed power control research and have specifically isolated three groups of
studies in this area. Studies in the first group are characterized by the use of power control
to optimize the number of users that can be accomodated in a wireless network, while
satisfying a service quality criterion such as a certain signal to noise ratio, or a certain
information rate. Interferers are treated as noise, and the main limitation is interference,
rather than fading. Studies in the second group have a predominantly information-theoretic
approach. A generic problem is to find the power control policy that achieves the ergodic
capacity in the fading single or multi-user channel, under an average power constraint.
While the first group’s operational target is the medium-access or network layers, the second

group works with physical or link-layer techniques.

Thirdly, we looked at the more recent efforts at combined network-theoretic and information-
theoretic treatments of wireless communication. Power control mechanisms that result from
such approaches are inter-layer in nature. We believe that such inter-layer algorithms are
needed to achieve the potential of wireless networks. The work in the following chapters is

an effort of this nature.



Chapter 3

Minimum Energy Packet
Scheduling

3.1 Introduction

As pointed out in Chapters 1 and 2, previous treatments of power control have usually
ignored the tradeoff between energy and delay. Working with this tradeoff, though, is key
to energy-efficient transmission of packetized data which can be bursty, or generated at a
rate that is variable or unknown. There is then a need for a novel problem formulation that
captures the energy/delay tradeoff in a way that promotes analysis as well as suggesting
practical algorithms. The goal of this chapter is to develop such a formulation: specifically,
one of minimizing the energy used by a node to transmit packetized information on a point-
to-point link within a given amount of time. The formulation and results in this chapter

appeared previously in [65, 71].

The outline of the point-to-point (Fig. 3.1) problem formulation is the following: data

Figure 3.1: Single link model

17
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packets arrive at the transmitter’s buffer at arbitrary times, during a certain time window
starting from ¢ = 0. The goal is to transmit all these packets to the receiver by time
t = T, while minimizing total transmission energy. Before making the model more precise
(in Section 3.2) it is worthwhile to discuss the function of the deadline 7. Suppose T is
finite. In this case, the setup models a number of realistic wireless networking scenarios:
(i) A node with finite lifetime and finite energy supply such as in a sensor network [64]. (ii)
A battery operated node with finite-lifetime information; that is, information that must be
transmitted before a deadline. (iii) A battery operated node that is periodically recharged.
In this case minimizing transmission energy ensures that the node does not run out of

energy before it is recharged.

While the deadline constraint models a number of realistic scenarios that can occur in a
wireless network, it also has theoretical significance. For one thing, the constraint provides
an immediate bound on delay that is particularly suited for offline analysis of the problem.
When the deadline constraint is replaced with a constraint on average delay, or an objective
to minimize average delay, the analysis necessiates knowledge of packet arrival statistics.
Even with knowledge of arrival statistics, such analysis is rather complicated and does not

lead to closed-form answers. Dynamic programming methods have been applied ([22, 12]).

We vary packet transmission times and power levels to find the optimal, i.e., minimum-
energy, schedule for transmitting the packets within the given amount of time. The obser-
vation that leads to this approach is that transmission energy can be lowered by reducing
transmission power and transmitting a packet over a longer period of time. It has been
known (see [2], and more recently, [35]) that with many coding schemes, the energy needed
to transmit a given amount of information is strictly decreasing and convex in the trans-
mission duration. In the next section, several examples in support of this observation will

be provided.

The above discussion implies that it makes sense to transmit a packet over a longer
period of time to conserve energy. However, since all packets must be transmitted within

the given amount of time, the transmission time of any one packet cannot be arbitrarily
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long as this would leave too little a time for the transmission of future packets and increase
the overall energy spent. In the following sections this trade-off is precisely explored and

used to devise energy-efficient schedules.

The outline of the rest of this chapter is as follows: Section 3.2 sets up the minimum
energy packet transmission scheduling problem. In Section 3.3, the offline optimal-energy
transmission schedule for fixed length packets is found, and extended to variable length

packets in Section 3.4.

The form of the offline optimal-energy schedule (abbreviated to OOE) suggests a natural
online schedule. In Section 3.5.4, by letting 7' — oo and assuming Poisson arrivals, we are
able to conduct an exact analysis of the optimal offline schedule. This gives us insight into
how to design an energy-efficient online schedule that assigns transmission times according
to the backlog in the queue. We call this schedule Lazy. Under a queue stability constraint,
Lazy is compared with a constant schedule, i.e., a schedule that assigns constant trans-
mission times to packets, and it is shown to beat the constant schedule significantly for a
range of packet arrival rates. This is an interesting comparison because among schedules
that are independent of the packet arrival process (and hence are oblivious of backlogs),
the constant schedule achieves the smallest average delay!, which implies that it has the
highest transmission times, and hence the lowest energy. The fact that lazy schedules are
more energy-efficient than the constant schedule, therefore, demonstrates the need to take

advantage of lulls in packet arrival times.

3.2 Problem Formulation

Consider a wireless node which contains a buffer and a transmitter, as illustrated in Figure
3.1. Assume that M packets arrive at the node in the time interval [0,7") and must be

transmitted to a receiver before T' (see Figure 3.2). In the figure, the arrival times of

!By the well-known theorem “determinism minimizes delay” [76].
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packets, t;, are marked by crosses and inter-arrival epochs are denoted by d;. Without loss
of generality, we assume that the first packet is received at time 0. The node tranmits the
packets according to a schedule that determines the beginning and the duration of each
packet transmission. We seek an answer to the question: How should the transmission

schedule be chosen so that the total energy used to transmit the packets is minimized?

Figure 3.2: Packet arrivals in [0,7)

Let £(q) denote the transmission energy per bit for the particular coding scheme that

is being used, which has code rate R = % bits/transmission 2

. Hence ¢ is the number of
transmissions per bit. The following are the only assumptions we make about £(q) in this

chapter:

1. £(q) > 0.
2. £(q) is monotonically decreasing in q.

3. &(q) is strictly convex in q.

Assumption (1) is obvious. We shall now demonstrate, for two examples on the discrete-

time Additive White Gaussian Noise (AWGN) channel, that assumptions (2) and (3) hold.

Example 1. Optimal channel coding: Consider an AWGN channel with average signal
power constraint P and noise power N. The information-theoretically optimal channel
coding scheme, which employs randomly generated codes [23], achieves the channel capacity
given by

1 P
C = 3 log, <1 + N> bits/transmission. (3.1)

More precisely, given any 0 < « < 1 information can be reliably transmitted at rate

R = aC. To determine the energy per bit £(g), note that ¢ = % can be interpreted as the

2The word transmission in this thesis frequently refers to the transmission of an entire packet. The term
bits/transmission will be used to indicate the number of bits per channel use (also known as bits/symbol),
i.e., the information theoretic rate, and transmissions/bit indicates the reciprocal of this rate.
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Figure 3.3: Energy per bit vs. transmission time with optimal coding

Figure 3.4: Energy per bit vs. transmission time for the suboptimal coding scheme

number of transmissions per bit. Substituting in equation (3.1), we get
2
E(q) =qP = gN (221 —1). (3.2)

It is easy to see that £(q) is monotonically decreasing and convex in ¢, and that as ¢
approaches infinity the energy required to transmit a bit, £, = %1112 R~ é1.3863. Figure
3.3 plots £(q) vs. g for N =1 and o = 0.99. The range of ¢ in the plot corresponds to SNR,
values from 20dB down to 0.11dB. This is a fairly typical range of SNR values for a wireless
link [56]. In this range £(q) can be decreased by a factor of 20 by increasing transmission

time and correspondingly decreasing power.

Example 2. A suboptimal channel coding scheme: Consider a scheme that uses antipodal
signaling [66] and binary block error correction coding again over an AWGN wireless link.

It can be shown that the minimum error probability per bit using antipodal signaling over

an AWGN channel is given by
| P

where @ is the well known Gaussian Q-function. Using this signaling scheme the channel
is converted into a binary symmetric channel (BSC) with cross-over probability p. The
optimal binary error correction coding scheme achieves the Shannon capacity for the BSC,
given by

Cy =1 — h(p) bits/transmission,

where h(p) is the binary entropy function.

Thus for any 0 < a < 1, information can be reliably transmitted at rate R = aCs.
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Figure 3.5: Energy per bit vs. transmission time with uncoded MQAM modulation

Again interpreting ¢ = % to be the number of transmissions per bit, the energy per bit can
be computed as a function of g. This is depicted in Figure 3.4 for N = 1 and a = 0.99.
Note that £(q) is again monotonically decreasing and conver in g, and converges to a limit
oo = 2.108, which, as expected, is larger than that using optimal coding. The range of ¢
in the figure corresponds to SNR between 20dB to -3.7dB.

Example 3.4An Uncoded MQAM scheme: Here, we suppose that every symbol has M =
2" possible values, hence one symbol carries r bits of information, i.e., the number of
transmissions per bit is % This modulation scheme is used in some practical wireless
systems, e.g., the IEEE 802.11a wireless LAN standard recommends MQAM with r =

1,2,4,6 in each OFDM subcarrier.

Figure 3.5 plots the energy per bit as a function of the number of transmissions per bit

using MQAM, when the bit error rate is less than 1074,

The three examples above support the assumptions made earlier about £(q). Now, let
us denote by w(7) the transmission energy for a packet that takes 7 transmissions (i.e.,
channel uses). If the packet contains B bits, this corresponds to ¢ = 5 transmissions/bit,
and w(7) = B &(F). From our assumptions about £(q), it follows that w(7) is a nonnegative,

monotonically decreasing and convex function of 7.

3.3 Optimal Offline Scheduling

In this section we determine the energy-optimal offline schedule for the above model of
a finite number of packets to be transmitted in a given finite time horizon. After briefly

introducing the basic setup, a necessary condition for optimality is stated (Lemma 2). This
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motivates the definition of the specific schedule OOE (Definition 1). OOE is shown to be

feasible (Lemma 3), and energy-optimal (Theorem 1).

Suppose that the arrival times ¢;, i = 1,..., M of the M packets that arrive in the
interval [0,7") are known in advance, i.e., before ¢ = 0. Assuming equal length packets each
with B bits, the offline scheduling problem is to determine the transmision duration vector

7 so as to minimize w(7) = Zf\il w(T;).

The assumption that w(7) decreases with 7 trivially implies that it is sub-optimal to have
>.; T <T. For, we could simply increase the transmission times of one or more packets and
reduce w(7). Hence we only consider “non-idling” transmission schedules where ). 7 = T.
It is also sufficient to consider FIFO schedules where packets are transmited in the order
they arrive. The FIFO and non-idling conditions combined with the causality constraint,
i.e., that packet transmission cannot begin before the packet arrives, yield the following

feasibility conditions.
Lemma 1 A non-idling FIFO schedule T is feasible iff
k k
> iz di
=1 =1
fork=1,2....M —1, andzi]\iln :Zf\ildi.

We now state a key observation of this section:

Lemma 2 A necessary condition for optimality is

Ti > Tip1 for ie{l,...,M —1}. (3.3)
Proof. Let T be a feasible vector such that 7, < 7,41 for some i € {1,...,M — 1}.
Further suppose that it is optimal. Consider the schedule & such that o; = 0,11 = H%

and o; = 7; for j # 4,74+ 1. It is easy to verify that & is feasible. Comparing the energies
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used by T and & we obtain

where inequality (a) follows from the strict convexity of w(-). This contradicts the optimality

of 7 and proves the lemma. |

The proof of the above lemma suggests the form of the optimal offline schedule: Equate
the transmission times of each packet, subject to feasibility constraints. We proceed to do

just this and define the optimal schedule next.

Given packet inter-arrival times d;,7 € {1,..., M}, let kg = 0, and define

ke{l,..M

k
mp = max }{;Zdl} and
i=1

k
1
ki = max{k: k;di = m}.

For 7 > 1, let
j = di. 14 d
M+ ke{l, ,M k;} kz ki) an
N
kj-‘rl = k?j+max{kizjz_1]€1%+=mj+1},

where k varies between 1 and M — k;. We proceed as above to obtain pairs (m;, k;) until

kj = M for the first time.> Let J = min{j : k; = M}. The pairs (mj, k;),j = 1,...,J

3Note that, by definition, k; < k;+1. Therefore the k; are increasing with j and will equal M for some j.
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are used to define a schedule whose transmission times are denoted by 7, and Theorem 1

shows that 7 is the optimal offline schedule.

Definition 1 The vector of transmission times T* given by:
Ti* =m; if kj_l <1< kj (3.4)
is called OOE (for Offline Optimal-Energy).

Figure 3.6 shows an example run of OOE. The arrivals in the figure have been randomly
generated (with exponentially distributed inter-arrival intervals of mean 1) using a time
window of T" = 20. The heights of the bars are proportional to the magnitudes of the d’s

and 7’s.

Figure 3.6: An example run of d’s (top) and 7*s (bottom)

Lemma 3 The following hold for 7 of OOE:
(i) It is feasible and M 7% =T

=1 "1

(ii) It satisfies the condition stated in Lemma 2.

Proof. We first establish (7). For 1 < k < ky,

k k

k
« d;
;Ti =kmy zk;k:;di,

where the inequality follows from the definition of m;.
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Similarly for k1 < k < ko,

ZT; = k:lml—{—(k‘—kl)mg

k1 d
> Y di+(k—k) Y k_lkl
=1 %
k
= > di.
=1

Proceeding thus, we obtain that Zle TF > Ef::l d; forall k,1 <k < M.

To finish the proof of (i) it only remains to show that "M, 7% = T'. Now

=1 "1

M J
ZTZ-* == Z(kﬁ] — k‘j,l)mj, (3.5)
=1 j=1

where kg = 0 and k; = M. By definition of m; and k;, it follows that for each j

k;
(k‘j - ]{jfl)mj = Z dk
kaj,1+].

M o — Zi\il d; = T. This establishes (7).

=1 "%

Using this at equation (3.5), we get

As for (i), it suffices to show that m; > m; 1 since this implies 7;° > 7% ; for each i.

We first show that m; > my. For any k € [k + 1, k2],

d1+---+dk1
k1

(;) d1+--~+dk1 +dk1+1—|—...—|—dk
k k

k1 n (k — k1) (dk1+1+...—|—dk)

P k k—ky ’
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where (a) follows from the definition of my. Choosing k = ko, we get

k1 ko — k1
mi > oo mi + i

ma,

from which it follows that my > ms.

In a similar fashion it can be shown that mo > mj3 and, more generally, that m; > m; 1

for any j,1 < j < J — 1. This establishes (i7) and completes the proof of the lemma. [ |
Theorem 1 The schedule OOFE of Definition 1 is the optimum offline schedule.

Proof. Consider any other feasible schedule 7. Let i be the first index where 7; # 7.". We

show that w(7) > w(7*). There are two possibilities to consider.

Case 1: 7; > 7. Since ) | TP = T (else, 7 would idle for some time, making it sub-optimal),
there must be at least one j > i for which 7; < 77. Let r = min{j :i < j < M,7; < 7';}.

Consider the schedule & defined as follows:

o, — T; — A (36)
o = T,+A (3.7)
oj = 75 forall j#i,r (3.8)

where A = min{(r; — 77°), (7, — 1) }.

Claim 1: The schedule & does not idle and is feasible.

Proof of Claim 1: Since };0; = >, 7; = T it does not idle. By the definition of the indices
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i and 7, and the feasibility of 7 and 7%, it follows that

k k k
Zaj = ZTjZZdj for1<k<i-1 (3.9)
j=1 j=1 j=1
Sop = DY =D d (3.10)
j=1 j=1 j=1

k k
Zaj > Zszzdj fori<k<r (3.11)
j=1 j=1 j=1

k k
ZO’j = ZTjZZdj for k > r. (3.12)
=1 =

This verifies the conditions for feasibility in 1, and Claim 1 is proved.

Claim 2: w(d) < w(7).

Proof of Claim 2:

w(7) —w(@) = w(n)+w(n)
—w(os) — w(oy)
= w(n) —w(n —A)
+w(r) —w(r + A)

>0,

where inequality (a) follows from two facts: (i) w(-) is strictly convex and decreasing, and
(ii) 7 > 7. That is, for any real-valued function f that is strictly convex and decreasing,
and for any a,b € IR such that a < b, we have f(b) — f(b—0) + f(a) — f(a+ ) > 0, where
0 < 0 < b—a. This proves Claim 2.

Thus, under Case 1, any feasible schedule 7 may be modified to obtain a more energy
efficient schedule &. Therefore schedules which are different from 7* in the sense of Case 1

are sub-optimal.

Case 2: T; < 7. We shall argue for a contradiction and show that such a 7 is infeasible.
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From the definition of 7* we know that 77 = mj, assuming k;j_1 < i < kj. In fact

Tl* =my; for all kj—l << kj.

Since 7 is the first index where 7 and 7+ disagree, 7, = 7/ for all [ <i. Suppose that the
schedule 7 satisfies the condition of Lemma 2 (else it is sub-optimal and we are done). It

follows that 7; > ... > 7, and we get

k; k;
o> (3.13)
=1 =1

But, by definition of 7,

J

k; k;
o= (ki —kia),m=>_d.
=1 =1

=1

Equation (3.13) now gives Ziz 1T < Z;Z 1 di, implying that 7 is infeasible.
This contradiction concludes Case 2 and the proof of Theorem 1 is complete. |

Lazy scheduling trades-off delay for energy. To do this it must necessarily buffer packets.
The energy savings that come from simply keeping a small buffer is best illustrated by an
example: Imagine a scheme that keeps a buffer size of zero (hence transmission times can at
most be set equal to inter-arrival times). For the set of packet arrivals shown in Figure 3.6,
the optimal offline schedule achieves an energy of 65.445 and the zero-buffer scheme (which,
therefore, has no queuing delay) achieves an energy 77.78x10%; five orders of magnitude

. . 6
larger (using an energy function 7(2+ — 1)).
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3.4 Extension to Optimal Offline Scheduling of Variable-Length
Packets

This section extends the results of the previous section to variable-length packets. As the
optimal schedule and the arguments that establish its optimality are virtually identical to

those of the previous section, for brevity, we shall omit a number of details.

Consider a node at which M packets arrive in [0, 7], and relax the condition that packets
are of equal lengths. The length of packet ¢ equals I; bits. Without loss of generality we
consider schedules that do not idle. Hence, the feasibility condition in Lemma 1 continues

to apply; i.e., T is feasible if and only if for 1 < k < M, Zle T > Zle d;.

The arrival times t;,2 = 1,..., M are known at time 0, as are the lengths of the packets,
[ = [l1,12,..., ). As before, assume that ¢; = 0. Define w(l,7) = 1E(T). The problem is

. - C . . . e 7\ A M
to determine 7, the vector of transmission times, so as to minimize w(l,7) £ > ;7 w(l;, 7).

Since, it is sub-optimal to consider idling policies, we shall only consider schedules 7

that satisfy > . 7 =1T.

Lemma 4 A necessary condition for optimality is

G Tl por de{l,...,M—1}. (3.14)

li = liva
Proof. Let 7 be a feasible vector such that 7+ < ?:11 for some i € {1,...,M — 1}.
Titl _ TitTit1

Further suppose that it is optimal. Consider the schedule ¢ such that ‘;—Z =

liv1 L+l

and o; = 7; for j # 4,0+ 1. It is easy to verify that & is feasible (because o; > 7;.)
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Comparing the energies used by 7 and ¢ we obtain

= w(li7i) +w(liv1, Tiv1)

= LED) +Hlin E(7) — LE(F) — L E(7)
Li lita l; lict

e L ET) Lt L) — (14 L) £

(a)

<o,

where inequality (a) follows from the convexity of £(-). This contradicts the optimality of

7 and the lemma is proved. |

The proof of the above lemma suggests the principle of the optimal offline schedule:
Equate the number of transmissions per bit for each packet, subject to feasibility constraints.
Note that this principle is similar to the one in the previous section; indeed, as will be the

optimal schedule and proofs.

Given packet inter-arrival times d;,i € {1,..., M}, let kg = 0, and define

k
Ed
w o = max Z:Zk;l and
ke{1,...,.M} Eizlli
k
©d,
ki = max{k::zzk1 = m}.
>

i=1li
FOI'j Z 17 let
k
B P iy vi
i1 = max e and
Re{l M=kj=1} | 377 ) I 4y
k
" dp
kjy1 = /cj+max{k:1 # :'ujﬂ}’
Dic1 Ui

where k varies between 1 and M — k;j. We proceed as above to obtain pairs (p;, k;) until

kj = M for the first time. Let J = min{j : k; = M}. The pairs (uj,k;),5 =1,...,J are
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used to define the general form of OOE (the OOE of the previous section is simply the
special case for which [; = B, V 7). As in the previous section, transmission times of OOE
are denoted 7*, and Theorem 2 shows that 7 is the optimal offline schedule for the variable

length case.

Definition 2 OOE. The schedule with the vector of transmission times T* given by:

Ti* =1 W ’Lf k]’_l <1< kij (315)

1s called OOE.

Lemma 5 The following hold for the 7% of OOE:
(i) It is feasible and S =T.

zlz

(ii) It satisfies the condition stated in Lemma 4.

Proof. We first establish (7). For 1 < k < ky,

, k
I S N
j 1 =1
where the inequality follows from the definition of u.
Similarly for k1 < k < kg,
k
ZTi* = leﬂl + Z lz,U'2
i=1 i=k1+1

> Zdi.
=1

Proceeding thus, we obtain that ZZ 1T > ZZ 1 d; for all k,1 <k < M. By similar steps,
it can be shown that Zz’:l 77 =T, and (7) is established.

As for (ii), it suffices to show that j; > g1 since this implies = > lT?Ll, for each i.
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We first show that py > uo. For any k € [k1 + 1, ko),

d1+--~+dk1
l1+--~+lk1

S i Y i
Zf:l l;

S d; N St py 1 di

Zf:l li Z§:1 l;

p =

—
S
Nl

)

where (a) follows from the definition of p;. Choosing k = ka2, we get

k k
iy > D sy di/u N Dicky 41 i
k k
Zi:l li Zi:l li

Ko,

from which it follows that p; > pa.

In a similar way it can be shown that ps > p3 and, more generally, that p; > pj4q for

any j,1 < j < J — 1. This establishes (ii) and completes the proof of the lemma. |
Theorem 2 The schedule OOFE of Definition 2 is the optimum offline schedule.

Proof. The proof is identical to the proof of Theorem 1. Hence, to avoid repetitions, we

only present the highlights and not the details.

As before, consider any other feasible schedule 7. Let ¢ be the first index where 7; # 7.
We show that w(l, 7) > w(l, 7%). There are the following two possibilities to consider: Case

1. 7, > 7/, and Case 2. 7; < 7.

Under Case 1, we use the schedule 7 to define another schedule & as before and establish

the following two claims.

Claim 1: The schedule & does not idle and is feasible.

Claim 2: w(l, &) < w(l, 7).

Hence we conclude that any feasible schedule 7 differing from 7 in the sense of Case 1

may be modified to obtain a strictly more energy efficient schedule ¢. This concludes Case
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Under Case 2, we shall argue for a contradiction and show that the schedule 7 must be

infeasible exactly as in the proof of Theorem 1.

This completes the proof of Theorem 2. |

3.5 Online scheduling

In this section we develop and evaluate energy efficient online scheduling algorithms based
on the optimal offline algorithm discussed in Section 3.3. Henceforth, we shall assume that

packets are of the same length.

In order to design online algorithms that are energy efficient on average, one needs
the statistics of the arrival process. While our approach is general, for concreteness and
tractability, we assume Poisson arrivals for the analysis conducted in this section. Note
that Poisson arrivals may be unrealistic in a practical setting, such as a wireless LAN
environment, where arrivals tend to be more bursty. However, as we shall observe later,
when arrivals are bursty, lazy scheduling performs even better than in the Poisson case; for,

one can take advantage of a small queuing delay and greatly reduce transmission energy.

We proceed by first formulating the offline algorithm OOE in a manner that is suited
for online use (Section 3.5.1). Based on this formulation we propose an online algorithm
(Section 3.5.2) and, using simulations, show that on the average it is almost as energy

efficient as the optimal offline schedule (Section 3.5.3).

We then investigate the important special case of T' — oo. In this case we are able to
analyze the optimal offline schedule exactly, obtain an online lazy schedule as a result of
this analysis, and perform comparisons of the energy efficiency of the lazy schedule and a

fixed-transmission time online algorithm (Section 3.5.4).
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3.5.1 Online formulation of OOE

Consider the time interval [0,7") and as before assume that a packet arrives at time 0.
Suppose also that packets arrive as a Poisson process of rate A. Conditioned on there being
M —1 arrivals in (0,7), let the inter-arrival times be denoted by D;. Let the optimal offline
schedule, OOE, assign transmission times 7% to these M packets. The time at which the

4t packet starts transmitting is
j—1

T; = ZTZ‘.

i=1

The quantity b;, given by

k—1

b; = max{k : ZDi <T;} -3,

i=1
is the backlog in the queue when the j** packet starts transmitting. Observe that this
backlog does not include the j** packet; that is, if b;j = 1, then there is precisely one packet
(namely, the (j + 1)) in the queue when the j** packet starts transmitting. Finally, let
Ci,i € {1,...,M — j — bj} be the inter-arrival times between packets that arrive after T]*
Thus, when the j* packet starts transmitting the situation is this: (i) The “time to go”
equals T — T, (ii) there are b; packets currently backlogged, (iii) M — j — b; packets are
yet to arrive and the first of these will arrive in C units of time, the second will arrive in

C1 + Cs units of time, etc.

With this notation and some algebra, it can be shown that 77 is also given by

k
1
. BT Py 3.16
7j ke{l,..fr]\lfz((jerj)}{k—i_bj ; } o

This formula is just an alternative representation of OOE, and gives exactly the same
schedule. It schedules packets one at a time, taking into account the current backlog,

future arrivals, and the time to go.
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Figure 3.7: A comparison of the online algorithm with the optimal offline algorithm
3.5.2 Online algorithm

The alternative form of OOE in Equation 3.16 strongly suggests the following heuristic
online algorithm: The transmission time of a packet that starts being transmitted at time
t < T when there is a backlog of b packets is set equal to the expected value of the random

variable k
1
(b, 1) kegl,?i{M}{k+bi1 } ( |

where b is the current backlog, D; are the inter-arrival times of the M packets that will

arrive in (¢,7). Note that M is a random number now.

In the following section, we evaluate E(7*(b,t)) numerically when T is finite, and then

make comparisons of online schedules based on E(7*(b, t)) with the optimal offline schedule.

3.5.3 Simulations: Finite time horizon

Using simulations we compare the energies expended by the online algorithm defined above
and the optimal offline algorithm. The setup is as follows. A finite time horizon T = 10
sec is chosen. We assume a packet length of B = 10 KBits and a maximum rate of
6 bits/transmission, with a link speed of 10 transmissions/sec. (Hence, the minimum
transmission duration for a packet is % msec, which we shall call a time unit). Within the
time period T, we assume that packets arrive according to a Poisson process at a loading
factor of A = 0.7 arrivals per time unit. Since it is possible for packets to arrive arbitrarily
close to the finish time 7', if we insist that these very late arrivals also be transmitted
before the deadline 7', then any algorithm, including the optimal offline algorithm, incurs
a huge energy cost. This makes comparisons of performance difficult and meaningless. We

therefore use a “guard band” g around the finish time and disallow packets from arriving

after time 1" — g. For the comparison we use g = .1 sec.
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The energy function we shall use is
6 .02
w(r) =10°7(2+ —1). (3.18)

This is the packet transmission energy w as a function of packet transmission time 7 in
seconds, from Equation (3.2), which corresponds to transmitting at the information theo-
retic capacity in the AWGN channel with noise power N = 1. The packets are of length

B = 10Kbit and the symbol rate is 10° transmissions/sec.

In Figure 3.7, the energy per packet achieved by the online algorithm is plotted for
different values of the loading factor A. The offline optimal energy per packet is also given
on the same plot. The closeness between the two curves indicates that this online heuristic

is almost as energy-efficient as the optimal offline algorithm.

3.5.4 Infinite time horizon: Formulation and simulations

The online algorithm we explored above was directly motivated by the optimal offline algo-
rithm, and was seen experimentally to perform close to optimal. It will be quite interesting
to take the deadline T' — oo and convert this algorithm to one that does not depend on the
amount of time left until a deadline. Let us define E(7*(b)) £ E(lim;_o 7*(b,t)). This has

an interesting explicit form in the Poisson case.
Theorem 3 Under Poisson arrivals with rate A, E(t*(b)) = @(%2 - Zzzl k%)

Proof. Consider a transmitter which, at time 0, has b packets in the queue. Suppose
that M packets arrive at this node in [0, 7)), with the first of these arriving at time 0. This
situation can be modeled as M + b packets arriving in [0,7) with dy = -+ = d;, = 0 and

Zj]\f{b d; =T. Then, cf. Equation 3.17, the optimal offline schedule will transmit the first
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packet for an amount of time, say 737(b), which is given by
Mm(b) = E 3.19
B ( ) ze{l, ,M+b} 1 ]} ( )

Here we analyze the optimal offline schedule by allowing 7" to approach infinity. Thus
suppose that the arrivals in [0,7") occur as a rate A Poisson process and let T go to infinity

to get

7(0) = sup {5 "Dy, (3.20)

where the D; are i.i.d. mean 1/\ exponential random variables. Define S; = 23:1 Dj, and

7 (b) = max{lgign}{{%}-

Lemma 6
I+b~ 1
E(r,(b)) = 21
) =" e (3.21)
k=1
Proof. We start by expressing the distribution function of 7,(b):
Pr(m,(b) < t)
= P : .22
e s < &2
S;
= Pr( <t Vi:1<i<n) (3.23)
1+b) t(2+b)
_ / / (3.24)
(n—+b)
/ fs1,..8, (81, .8p)dsp ... ds1 (3.25)
Sn—1

Note that fp, . p,(di,...,dn) = A"exp(—A> ", d;) (recall the independence assump-
tion.) The Jacobian of the transformation S; = 23‘21 D;, ¥V iis 1.

Hence, fs, 5,....5,.(51,52,...,5,) = A'exp(—Asy), and equation (3.25) can be written as:
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t(n+b)
/ A"exp(—Asp)dsy, ... ds;

t(14b)  pt(2+b)
= ]

n—1+b)
/ 67/\3" 1 f)\t(ner)d Sp1 ..
Sn

-2

H(1+b)
= Pr(m-1(b) <t)— )\"_1/ .
0

t(n—1+4Db)
/ e*/\t("er)dsn_l ...dsy

Sn—2

39

(3.26)

. d31

(3.27)

Using the identity E(Y) = [;°Pr(Y > ¢)dt for any positive random variable Y, we

obtain from equation (3.27):

E(7,(0)) = E(7n-1(b))+

oo (1+b)
APl / 7fnflef/\t(ner) / o
0 0

(n—1+b)
/ dun,l e du1

n—2

by the normalization u; = s;/t. The (n — 1)-dimensional volume

(1+b) (2+b) n—1+b)
/ / / dun,1 e dU1

can be shown (by an induction argument) to equal

(n+b)»=2)

(1+0b) (= 1)1
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Substituting this into the above equation and integrating with respect to t,

(1+0)

B(a()) = Blra1(0)) + 30—

(3.28)

Since E(11(b)) = Lemma 6 follows. [

(1+b)’

Corollary 1 Define 7(b) = supy>, i, and recall the definition BE(T(b)) 2 E(lim, oo 7 (b)).

Then,
( 7r2

b
By = Ty (329
m=1

Proof: Follows from monotone convergence. |

Side Results about Exponential Random Variables

We shall now digress to note some corollaries of the above analysis. These results about
the running averages of i.i.d. exponential random variables were, to our knowledge, first

reported in [71].

Corollary 2 Define Z,, = max{i<j<n} %, and I, = Z, — Zy_1. The following hold:

(1) E(Iy) = 5.5

(2) B(Zn) = 5 X1 -

(3) PT’( 2n > Zpq) = 1

(4) E(ST? - Zn—1|57n > Zp-1) = ﬁ

2

(5) supgp>1y Zn = limy,>1) Zn = g

Proof. Part (1) follows by taking b = 0 in equation (3.28). Part (2) follows by setting

b =0 in Lemma 6.
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We now show parts (3)-(5). For notational convenience, we set A = 1 for the time being;

the results trivially scale by %, as will be clear in the calculations below.

To establish part (3), we write

Pr <Sn > Zn_1>
n

= Pr<5">S,i, A 1§z‘<n)
n ')

_ pr(&ssl,...,susn—l)
n n n—1

- / : An_1(2)fs, (nz)ndz, (3.30)

where A, 1(z) £ Pr(S1 < 2,9 < 22,...,8,.1 < (n —1)2|S, = nz). Recall that S; are
arrival epochs in a Poisson process. The condition S, = nz is the same as saying that n —1
arrivals occurred in [0,nz), and it is well known that under this condition Sy, ..., S,_1 are

distributed as order statistics ([36]), i.e.

n—1)!
f(517...,sn_1|5n)(817 e 7STL—1 STL - nZ) = EnZ)nJl (331)
Therefore,
z (n—1)z 1\
Ap(z) = / / =D 4.
0 Sn—2 (nz)n L
1
= n (- 1)!/
0
(n—1)
[
Un—2
(n—2)
— Dy
" (n—1) (n—1)!
_ % (3.32)

Substituting equation (3.32) into equation (3.30), we obtain Pr(%" > maxi<i<n %) =1
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Figure 3.8: A plot of E(7(b)) vs. bfor A =1

For part (4), write E(I,,) = E(I,|l, > 0)Pr(Z,, > 0). Or, more explicitly, E(I,,) =
BE(S2 — Zn,ll% > Zn,l)Pr(% > Zp—1). From part (3), Pr(% > Zy—1) = 1, and from

n
part (1), E(I,,) = #, S0 E(% — Zn_ll% > Zyn—1) = 5= This result is interesting because
it says that given the current time average exceeds the previous maximum, the average
amount of the excess is exactly ﬁ Finally, part (5) follows by setting b = 0 in Corollary

1. |

The Lazy Schedule

In Figure 3.8, E(7*(b)) is plotted as a function of the backlog b when the arrivals are a
rate 1 Poisson process. As intuitively expected, the average transmission time of the offline
schedule decreases with the backlog, approaching % as the backlog, b, approaches infinity.
This exact analysis of the offline algorithm not only provides us with insight into the manner
in which transmission times should depend on backlog, but also suggests a natural online
algorithm: Just before starting a packet transmission, sample the backlog, b, in the queue.

Set the transmission duration of the packet to E(7*(b)).

The result is what we call a “lazy schedule”. It is of course very interesting to compare
this schedule to the offline optimal. Unlike the finite T" case where schedules can be compared
solely on the basis of their energy expenditure, when 7' = oo packet delays (or queue size,
stability, etc.) must be taken into consideration. Otherwise, energy comparisons become
meaningless since we can simply let transmission times be arbitrarily long and obtain the

minimum possible transmission energy per packet whereas the delay can become infinite.
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Online Scheduling Under a Stability Guarantee

As before, suppose packets arrive according to a rate A\ process at a transmission node with
infinite queue capacity. The node transmits a packet p for a duration 7(b) when the backlog
in the queue, excluding packet p, is b. The arrival rate A is not known at the transmitter,

but it is known that A < A\pax.

The transmitter needs to be designed to ensure stability, and since Apax is a worst case
estimate of the arrival rate, stability will be ensured if the rate of transmission is higher than

Amax- Since a lazy schedule varies transmission times depending on the backlog according

to the function 7(b), for stability it suffices that 7(b) < ﬁ for all b large enough.
Poisson arrivals: Let us define Lazy; as the schedule that sets Trazy, (b) = a(/\lr:i) (% -

2221 1?12) A natural candidate for comparison is the most generic non-adaptive schedule

which sets each transmission time equal to a constant value Toonst(b) = ﬁ We call this

schedule “Constant”. In our comparison, the arrival process will be a rate A. Observe that
o

TLazyl (b) — b as b — OQ.

Note that as long as a < 1, both scheduling algorithms ensure stability for arrival rates
less than Apax. We performed simulations using both scheduling algorithms for a = .95,
Amax = 1, varying A from .3 to .9. To allow energy and delay to come close to equilibrium,

each simulation was performed for 100,000 arrivals. The results are given in Table 3.1.

The energy/packet values in Table 3.1 are dimensionless due to the normalization with
noise PSD (see Equation 3.18). The energy values correspond to average SNR per packet
of approximately 25 dB to 34 dB for Lazy;, and 36 dB for Constant.

In order to give a fuller picture, let us also consider lower SNR values. We do this
by considering lower rates. In the rest of this section, the maximum rate is set to 2

bits/transmission, while the symbol rate is kept the same as before*. Table 3.2 shows

“Since the symbol rate is 10° transmissions/sec, the minimum transmit time of a 10* bit packet (i.e.unit
time) is now % msec as opposed to the previous %. Note that A is arrivals/unit time, hence for the same

A, the actual number of packet arrivals/second is lower than before.
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A Poisson arrivals
Lazy, Constant

E/pkt x10~*[Dly/pkt|E/pkt x10~*|Dly/pkt
3 91.6| 3.19 1004.6| 1.89
4 118.8| 3.56 1004.6| 2.07
.5 159.4| 4.01 1004.6| 2.30
.6 218.4 4.60 1004.6 2.64
7 308.6| 5.51 1004.6| 3.23
.8 435.1 6.92 1004.6 4.23
.9 623.7| 9.58 1004.6| 6.61

44

Table 3.1: Average energy/packet and average delay/packet for Lazy; and Constant over

an infinite time horizon. Delay values are in milliseconds (High SNR).

how the energy per packet ranges for Lazy; and Constant. For Lazy, the SNR goes from 7

to 11 dB.
A Poisson arrivals
Lazy, Constant

E/pkt x10~*|Dly/pkt|E/pkt x10~*|Dly/pkt
.3 4.27|  9.56 8.32| 5.700
4 4.48| 10.66 8.32] 6.219
5 4.76| 12.00 8.32| 6.935
.6 5.14| 13.76 8.32| 7.984
7 5.62| 16.28 8.32| 9.622
.8 6.22| 20.27 8.32] 12.567
.9 6.97| 27.81 8.32] 19.453

Table 3.2: Average energy/packet and average delay/packet for Lazy; and Constant over

an infinite time horizon. Delay values are in milliseconds (Low SNR).

Bursty arrivals: We have just seen that the schedule Lazy; is more energy-efficient com-

pared to a constant-transmission time schedule when the arrivals are Poisson. The schedule

Lazy, was developed by conducting an asymptotic analysis of 7%(b, t), where 7*(b, t) is de-

fined in equation (3.17). The asymptotic analysis for Poisson arrivals assumes that the

inter-arrival times D; in (3.17) are i.i.d. exponentials. Thus, Lazy; is “tuned” to Poisson

arrivals.
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It is therefore interesting to ask just how well Lazy; will perform under non-Poisson
input processes. To this end we consider the following “bursty” arrival process: The inter-
arrival times D; are i.i.d. with Pr(D; = a1) = f = 1 — Pr(D; = ag), where a1, a2 and 8
are parameters. When a; is small and [ is large arrivals tend to be bursty with a high

probability.

First, we run Lazy; on the bursty arrival process with g—f =9, and Apax = 1. The results
are summarized in Table 3.3. Comparing the energy/pkt values in the last three rows of
Tables 3.1 and 3.3, we see that Lazy; is indeed better tuned for Poisson arrivals. A second
conclusion from the tables is that, at low values of A, lazy scheduling works better on the

bursty arrival process than on the Poisson arrival process.

A Bursty arrivals

Lazy, Constant

E/pkt x10~*[Dly/pkt|E/pkt x10~*] Dly/pkt
66.972| 2.473 1004.6 |~ 1.583
95.746| 3.731 1004.6| ~1.583
212.769| 4.453 1004.6|~ 1.583
326.072] 5.642 1004.6| 2.480
431.995| 6.996 1004.6| 4.233
952.195| 8.598 1004.6| 6.263
729.285| 11.801 1004.6| 10.607

©] 00| || wr| x| o

Table 3.3: Average energy/packet and average delay/packet for Lazy; and Constant over
an infinite time horizon. Delay values are in milliseconds.

Now we develop another algorithm, called Lazys, which is derived from the bursty arrival
process, and hence potentially better tuned to it. Consider an infinite time horizon as above.
Recall that, for a backlog of b, 7(b) = sup,,>, {%—i—b Yoy Di}. In order to obtain a bound

on E(7(b)), we consider:

Pr(r(b) <r) = Pr (sup{ ! ZDZ} < 7’)
=1

n>1 n+0b pn
= Pr(Z(Di —r)<br, Vn>1)
i=1
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Define Yfﬂ £ D; —r. For a given r, Y;(T) are i.i.d. random variables of mean E(D) —r.

Define S 2 p }/i(T). When E(D) —r <0, S\ is a random walk with a negative drift.

It is known (see Chapter 7 of [36], especially Problem 7.12) that the following bound holds

Pr(S'J(\?) >br) < e_s*br7

where s* is the solution of the equation

Using the above definitions and results, Pr(7(b) > r) = Pr(Sy > br) <e

r > E(D). Now we are ready to bound E(7(b)):

E(T(b)) = /OOO Pr(7(b) > r)dr

E(D) 9] .
< / Pr(r(b) > r)dr + / e 5 b g
0 E(D)
< E(D) + / e O dr
E(D)

1>

B(b)

This suggests an online lazy schedule o(b) = a * B(b), where o < 1 is

stability. We will call this schedule Lazys.

The schedule Lazys, where o(b) is calculated as described above for 22

(3.33)

(3.34)

=07 provided

there to ensure

:971_6257

and Apax = 1 is plotted in Figure 3.9 (for o = 1). Note that as b grows, o(b) asymptotes

to ﬁ in the figure, and in general, it asymptotes to +%—

)\max :
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Figure 3.9: A plot of o(b) vs. b for a lazy schedule designed for Z—f =9, Amax = 1, and with
a=1.

Table 3.4 summarizes results of the comparison of Lazys with Constant on a bursty
arrival process. Comparing Tables 3.3 and 3.4 shows that Lazys is indeed a better schedule

for the bursty arrivals process than is Lazyq, as ought to be the case.

A Bursty arrivals

Lazyo Constant
E/pktx10~" | Dly/pkt |E/pktx 10| Dly/pkt|
51.192] 7.580 1004.6|~1.583
107.495| 7.786 1004.6 |~1.583
209.923| 9.110 1004.6|~1.583
293.675| 10.033 1004.6| 2.480
389.735| 11.159 1004.6| 4.233
513.605| 12.959 1004.6| 6.263
692.246| 16.492 1004.6| 10.607

o ol || o x|

Table 3.4: Bursty arrivals: Average energy/packet and average delay /packet for Lazys and
Constant over an infinite time horizon. Delay values are in milliseconds.

The simulation results demonstrate that lazy schedules achieve significantly lower energy
than the Constant schedule with a moderate increase in average delay. This comparison
with the constant schedule is important since for a given mean service time, the constant
schedule achieves the smallest average delay among all schedules that are independent of the
arrival process and hence oblivious to backlogs [76]. In turn this implies that the constant
schedule has the largest transmission times and hence the lowest energy among backlog-
oblivious schedules. The fact that our suboptimal lazy schedule is more energy efficient

than the constant schedule demonstrates the advantage of lazy scheduling.
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3.6 Inclusion of a Constant Power Component

Much of the analysis is unchanged when energy functions are convex but not decreasing. Of
special importance is the case when the energy function w(7) is non-increasing for 7 < ¢,
and non-decreasing for 7 > t, for some t; > 0. In this case, the optimum transmission

durations 7** are obtained from the {7*} of Definition 1 by: 7;* = min(7*, ;).

The importance of this case is in its practical relevance. In practical transceivers, trans-
mission is not the only cause of power consumption. The device itself consumes a certain,
usually constant, power to operate, and to receive data. The energy due to these compo-
nents can be modeled as a linear, increasing function of transmission duration. When this
linear function is added to the convex, decreasing transmission energy function, a convex
function is obtained, that decreases up to a certain point and increases afterward. Such
an energy function is a good model for many practical tranceivers. We state the following

lemma for completeness:

Lemma 7 When w(r) = wi(7) + cr, where wi(r) > 0 is convex, decreasing and ¢ >

0 is a constant, the optimal transmission durations are 7;* = min(7*,t,) where t, =

arg,~o min(w(r)).

Proof. Take the schedule {7*}. Consider the smallest ¢ for which 7 > ¢;,. Due to the
properties of the optimal schedule, either i = 1 or there is no such ¢ (in which case the proof
is complete). If i = 1, by reducing the first transmission time so that 71 = ¢;, the total
energy is reduced. Now, note that 75 < 7. If 75 = 7{, again it reduces energy to make
T3 =ty. If 7y < 77, either 75 > 3, in which case it will again be reduced to ¢y, or 75 < 1,
in which case it can be increased to reduce energy. However, since 75 < 77, 2 is the start
of a band, hence due to causality it cannot be extended to the left. But, since 75 > 73,
extending it to the right (which would decrease some 7;, j > 2) increases energy, hence we

stop. [ |
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3.7 Conclusions

In this chapter the point-to-point minimum energy packet scheduling problem was formu-
lated, solved in an offline setting, and the idea of conserving energy by lazy scheduling
of packet transmissions was put forth. Specifically, an optimal offline schedule for a node
operating under a deadline constraint was obtained. An inspection of the form of this
schedule naturally led to an online schedule, which was shown, through simulations, to be
quite energy-efficient. The deadline constraint was then relaxed and an exact probabilistic
analysis of the offline scheduling algorithm was done. A heuristic online algorithm, which
varies transmission times according to backlog was devised, and it was shown experimen-
tally that it is more energy efficient than a constant schedule with the same stability region

and similar delay.

In closing, we would like to pose the following question which has been left unanswered
in the chapter: Suppose packets arrive according to a Poisson process to a node which has
a queue of infinite capacity. The transmission time of the packet at the head of the queue is
7(b) when the backlog in the queue, excluding packet p, is b. Let 7 = [7(0),7(1),...], and
let D(T) be the corresponding average delay of a packet. Let

Y ={7:D(7) < D} (3.35)

be the class of all online transmission schedules which meet the average delay constraint D.
Problem: Which schedule 7 € ¥ minimizes the average transmission energy per packet?

This important problem remains open and seems quite difficult to address. However,
the competitiveness of the heuristic online schedules that will be described in Chapter 5
with respect to the offline optimal does not leave much room for improvement by producing

such an optimal online schedule.

Ata et al. [4, 5] address the related question of finding the control policy that minimizes

the long term average energy per packet subject to a finite buffer constraint, where packet
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drops incur a certain penalty. The problem is solved under the assumption of Brownian

traffic and the structure of the optimal power control policy is shown.



Chapter 4

Scheduling in a Multi-User Setting

The previous chapter formulated and analyzed the basic single-user energy-efficient schedul-
ing problem. The channel was assumed to be time-invariant so that energy as a function
of transmission duration does not depend on when a packet is transmitted. Now, we turn
to the more realistic wireless communication scenario where the channels (hence the en-
ergy functions) are time-varying due to interference and fading. Specifically, we consider
minimum-energy scheduling problems over multi-access channels, broadcast channels, and
channels with fading. For concreteness, throughout this chapter we assume rates and powers
corresponding to optimal coding over discrete-time AWGN channels. Our results, however,
hold for more general channels and coding schemes where the total transmitted power is

convex in the transmission rates.

The key results are: (i) showing that for each of these channels, offline scheduling
reduces to a convex optimization problem with linear constraints, (ii) devising an algorithm,
FlowRight, that iteratively finds the optimal offline schedules (Section 4.2.1). We focus on
offline analysis in this chapter. Online algorithms will be the subject of the next chapter,
where a heuristic for jointly adapting to both channel fading state and backlog, that achieves

energy efficiency close to the optimal offline schedule, will be presented.

The rest of the chapter is organized as follows. First we consider transmission schedules

51
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for the multi-access channel. The MoveRight algorithm (proposed in [26]) can find the
best time-sharing solution to the offline multi-access problem. However, to find the opti-
mal solution, we need to consider general multi-access coding schemes, where the users can
simultaneously transmit. In the following section we define the multi-access offline schedul-
ing problem and show that it can be cast as a convex optimization problem with linear
constraints. In Section 4.2.1, we present FlowRight, which solves this problem. FlowRight
is also shown to optimally solve the offline scheduling problem for the broadcast channel.
In Section 4.3 we turn to channels with fading, and show that FlowRight can optimally
solve the offline scheduling problem in a slow fading channel with perfect CSI at the trans-
mitter and the receiver. The results are shown to generalize to multi-access and broadcast
channels. We also show that scheduling in a fast fading channel reduces to the single user

problem of [65].

4.1 Preliminaries

It will be useful to start by stating two problems. The first will be a repetition of the
main problem of Chapter 3, summarized here for convenience. Recall that the setup was
as follows: m packets arrive at the transmitter’s buffer in the interval [0,7") at times 0 =
ti,to, ...ty < T. The node is required to transmit all m packets within the interval [0, T'].
The question is, how should the packet transmissions be scheduled to minimize the total
energy required to transmit the packets. If we let 7; be the transmission time for packet i,

1 < ¢ < m, the offline version of the problem is:

Problem 1 : Single-transmitter single-receiver offline scheduling Given a vector
of packet arrival times {t;,i = 1,...,m}, where t; =0, t; < tiy1, and t,, < T, and an energy
function w(t) that is monotonically decreasing and convez, find a schedule {7;}", so as

to minimize the total transmission energy: > ", w(7;) subject to causality' and deadline

n our setting, causality corresponds to the obvious constraint that no packet’s transmission can start
before its arrival time.
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constraints.

The following explicit solution was found in Chapter 3:

Define ki = 0, and

k
1 . .
k; = arg MaXyr | p1<k<m | g Z &, j=12,... ,min{l: k = m}.
=1 i=ks_)+1
The sequence 77,72, ..., T, given by
1 kg1
e Yo & k< <k, (4.1)
(I+1) Ui=kr41

where &;’s are the packet inter-arrival times, is the optimal schedule.

In [26] the minimum energy scheduling problem for a multiple user channel, e.g., uplink
and downlink, involving several transmitters and receivers where time-sharing is used is
investigated. The setup is identical to that of the previous problem except that packets can
have different energy functions. The offline time-sharing scheduling problem is formulated

as follows.

Problem 2 : Multiple-user offline time-sharing scheduling [26] Given a vector of
packet arrival times {t;;i = 1,...,m}, where t; = 0, t; < tix1, and t,, < T, and energy
functions w;(T) that are strictly monotonically decreasing and converz, find a schedule that
minimizes the total transmission energy: Y ., w;(7;) subject to causality and deadline con-

straints.

This is also a convex optimization problem but does not in general admit a simple closed-
form solution. By exploiting the special features of the problem, an algorithm, MoveRight,
which finds the global optimal schedule efficiently, is developed. MoveRight iteratively
moves the start times of packet transmissions, one packet at a time, so that each move

locally optimizes the energy function. The algorithm was shown to solve other scheduling
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problems, such as when packets have individual deadlines, and when the transmit buffer is

finite.

4.2 Scheduling for the Multi-Access Channel

Consider the discrete-time AWGN multi-access channel with K transmitters and a single
receiver. Data packets are generated at each transmitter’s buffer at arbitrary times ¢;, in the
interval [0,7T). Figure 4.1 shows an example sequence of packet arrival times for two users,
where packet arrival times of users 1 and 2 are marked by crosses and circles, respectively.
These packets must be transmitted reliably to the receiver in the time interval (0,77]. The

received signal at time k is

K
Y[ =) ValRXilk + Z[K, (4.2)
i=1
where X;[k] is user ¢’s signal, and Z[1], Z[2],... are i.i.d. zero-mean Gaussian noise with

variance o2. For now, we assume the s;’s to be constant in time. Later we consider s;[k]’s

that vary with k£ to model frequency-flat fading.

Figure 4.1: Packet arrivals in [0,7)

It is well known that for the AWGN multi-access channel the set of feasible average

recetved powers, i fie1, tor a given set of rates {r;;;_; 1s gliven by (see :
ved P}E | f i t of K | is given b 69

Z P, > 02(22(Zz‘es ”) — 1)7

i€S
for all S C {1,2,..., K}. To achieve points on the boundary of the region, one needs to use
optimal codes with block lengths approaching infinity. However, for long enough packets
one can come arbitrarily close to the boundary using codes with finite block lengths and

achieving a reasonable level of reliability. To simplify expressions here, and throughout the
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paper, we assume codewords are long enough so that points on the boundary are basically
achievable, but much shorter than the time window in which they must be transmitted. We
restrict our discussion to two users, set 02 = 1 and define f(r) = 22" — 1. The results can

be readily extended to more than two users.

For K = 2, the feasible region of received powers is simply:

Py

v
=
=
-
:_/

Py

Y
=
3
N
\.\/

Pi+P > f(ri+ra),

This is plotted in Figure 4.2. Note that when the received power is P;, the transmitted

power is P;/s;. Time-sharing, i.e., one user transmitting at rate % for a fraction « of the

T2

=2 for a fraction 1 — « of the time, yields the

time and the second transmitting at rate g

region with the dashed boundary specified by: Py = af(%t) and P, = (1 — a) f(1=%;). Note

[0}

that the time-sharing boundary always touches the boundary of the multi-access region at

the point (af(r; +7r2), (1 — ) f(r1 + 72)), where v = —

ri+ry’

Figure 4.2: Feasible Region of (P;, P») for a given (r1,7r2). The multi-access region is
bounded below by the solid boundary and the time-sharing region is bounded below by the
dashed boundary.

We refer to the sequence of arrivals of the i*" user as stream i and merge the two
streams into one sequence {t;}, as shown in Figure 4.1, where stream 1 arrivals are marked
by crosses and stream 2 arrivals are marked by circles. We denote the inter-arrivals of this
new sequence by data epochs, or in short, epochs, and mark them &;, i = 1,...,m. Without
loss of generality, we assume that a packet (from either one of the two users) is received at

time 0, so t; = 0.

Before we present the multi-access offline scheduling problem, we make the following
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two key observations (Lemmas 8,9), the first of which can be obtained from Lemma 3.3 in

[69], but included here for completeness.

Lemma 8 In the symmetric case (s1 = s3), B1 and Bo bits can be transmitted in T time
units with minimum energy by time sharing between the users. In the asymmetric case
(s1 < s2), time-sharing is strictly sub-optimal, and the unique optimal scheme is the corner
point of the multi-access energy region where Py is at its minimum possible value. In the
AWGN case, this point corresponds to successive cancellation where users are decoded in

decreasing order of s;’s.
g i

Proof: Since the duration of the interval and the number of bits to be transmitted in that
interval by each user are fixed, the average rates will be fixed at ri; = %, and r9; = %.
Given this average rate pair, we wish to minimize the total transmitted energy, 7(P1/s1 +
P5/s2). The solution can be readily seen from the multi-access achievable powers region
in Figure 4.2. When s; = s9, any power pair on the line P; + P, = f(r; 4+ r2) achieves
the minimum. In particular the point where the time-sharing boundary touches the multi-
access boundary minimizes the total transmitted power for the time-sharing scheme. When
$1 # So, the minimum is attained at one of the two corner points. For example when
s1 < s2, the optimal power pair is (f(r1), f(r1 +r2) — f(r1)). In the AWGN channel case,
this is (P, (P1 +02)(2%2 — 1)) where P; = 02(2%" — 1), which can be achieved by decoding

user 2, subtracting its signal from the received signal, and then decoding 1. |

Lemma 9 In an optimal multi-access offline schedule, the rate of a user need not change

during an epoch.

Proof: By definition, new data can only arrive at the start of a data epoch. So, at the be-
ginning of an epoch, the two users together have a certain number of bits to be transmitted,
and no new bits are added to this during the epoch. Now, let us focus on a generic data
epoch in the optimal schedule. Assume without loss of generality that the epoch starts at

t =0 and ends at ¢t = t., and that 1/s; =a > 1, 1/s3 = 1. Assume that in this schedule the
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epoch is divided into k intervals, [t; = 0,t2), [t2,t3), ..., [tk,te = tk+1), where the rates of
both users are constant during an interval. Denote the first user’s rate in interval [t;, ¢;+1) by
r1i, and the second’s by 79;. At optimal power settings (see Lemma 8) the total transmitted
energy for the data epoch is given by £ = Z,];:l(ti+1 —t;)((a — 1) f(r1s) + f(ri +72)). By
convexity of f, it is easy to see that the total energy can be decreased by using the average

rates 1, = Zle r1i(tis1 — ti)/te and ro = Zle roi(ti+1 — ti)/te throughout the epoch. N

We are now ready to state the minimum energy offline scheduling problem for the
multi-access channel. For simplicity, consider equal sized packets each with B bits. The
formulation and the results we obtain, however, can be readily generalized to packets of
unequal size. Define the sequences {c1;} and {cz;} as the number of bits that have arrived at
the beginning of epoch i for users 1 and 2, respectively. In the case of constant sized packets,
this means that for ¢ € {1,...,m}, ¢;; = B if there is a stream j arrival at the beginning
of data epoch i, and 0 otherwise. By Lemma 9, the optimal multi-access offline scheduling
problem reduces to finding a rate pair sequence {(ri1,721), (T12,722)s- -, (F1m,T2m)} that

minimizes the total energy. The problem is then as follows:
Problem 3 : Multi-access channel offline scheduling
m
Minimize: Z&((a —1)f(r)+ f(r1+r2))
i=1

k k
subject to: Zrﬁ&SZcﬁ,kzl,...,m—l,j:1,2
i=1 i=1

m m
> o= e =12
=1 i=1

Thus, similar to problems (1) and (2), multi-access channel scheduling is a convex optimiza-
tion problem with linear constraints. We now show that in the symmetric case (s; = s2)
time-sharing is optimal and thus the problem can be optimally solved using MoveRight.
For convenience, define g(r1,72) = (a — 1)f(r1) + f(r1 + r2), and note that g is convex in

r1 and 7.
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Theorem 4 In the symmetric case there exists a time-sharing schedule that minimizes total

energy. In the asymmetric case, time-sharing is strictly sub-optimal.

Proof. Consider the symmetric case first. We show that any schedule can be converted
into a time-sharing schedule with equal or lower energy. First, note that from Lemma
2, it suffices to consider the schedule as a sequence of rate pairs, (71;,72;), one pair for
each epoch. Also note that we can limit attention to the case where the received powers
(P14, P;) are the optimal corner point of the feasible region for rates (ry;,7r2;) (if not, the
energy can be reduced without changing the schedule). Consider epoch i. From Lemma 8,
in the symmetric case there is a point on the time-sharing curve that achieves the average
rates (714, 72;) with minimum total energy. We can move to this time-sharing point by

letting the first user transmit alone in a fraction «; of the total interval, i.e., for a duration

a;&;, using a rate “*, and the second user transmit in the remaining with rate 72, where
a; = —i— Proceeding like this with other epochs, the schedule we were provided with has
r15+724

been converted to a time sharing schedule of equal or lower energy. Now, consider a packet

from user 1 that is being transmitted across the epochs (i, +1,...,i+1), as [ chunks, with
instantaneous rates [, 7“(1}(;:) e, r;fjil” |. This packet has B bits, so 22:0 T1(i+5)T1(i+5) =

B. The same amount of data can be transmitted by averaging user 1’s rate over the [ pieces,
. ~ l T1(i43) _ Qi Tit g . .
setting 7 = ijl Tj]Bj where 3; = % By convexity of the power function f,
energy is reduced. Now that the rate has been averaged out, one can always collect these [
pieces together to transmit the packet of user 1 as a whole. All of the above can be repeated

for user 2. The result is time sharing between the packets of user 1 and user 2, where rates

(and powers) are set independently.

Now, consider the asymmetric case. Take any epoch where there is time-sharing. By
Lemma 8 one can convert? this epoch’s rates to the optimal corner point on the multi-access

boundary, and strictly decrease energy. |

Problem 3 is a convex optimization problem and considering the conditions on f(.), it

2If causality does not permit this, then pick another time-sharing interval.
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is easy to see that it has a unique solution. However, except for the symmetric case, the
problem has no closed form solution. In the following section we describe FlowRight, an
algorithm for finding the optimal offline schedule. In Section 4.2.2 we compare the perfor-
mance of time-sharing schedule using MoveRight to the optimal offline schedule computed

by FlowRight.

4.2.1 FlowRight: An Algorithm for Optimal Offline Scheduling

FlowRight is an iterative algorithm. In the beginning, the transmission time of each packet
is set to precisely the data epoch at the beginning of which the packet arrived. That is,
packets begin transmission when they arrive, and end transmission when the next data
epoch starts. Let the rates obtained in this way be {r?.} and {r3;}, such that r?i = %,
1=1214=1,2,...,m. The FlowRight algorithm is based on doing local optimizations on
pairs of epochs. Consider the first two data epochs. The total number of bits transmitted
by users 1 and 2 in these two data epochs are c; = 70,&1 + 17%,& and ¢ = 79,& + 19,
respectively. Keeping the number of bits fixed at ¢; and ¢z, we update (r9;,79;) to (ri;, i),
where (r};,r3;) is the allocation of rates to the first data epoch that minimizes the overall
energy of the pair of data epochs. Obviously, when (r{;,73,) are decreased (i.e., at least
one component is decreased and neither is increased), (riy, ri,) will increase, since the bits
that leave the first epoch go to the second®. Note that ri; <79 and r}; <9, since, from
the initial condition, information can only flow to the right (otherwise causality would be
violated.) We therefore have to reset (rYy,795) to new values which are larger (or equal to)

their initial values.

Moving to the second pair of data epochs, this time optimally decrease (r0y,73) to
(119, 735), and reset the values of (r(,79;). Proceed in this way to obtain (ri;,ri;) for
i =1,...,n. This completes the first pass of the algorithm (see Fig. 4.2.1 and 4.2.1 for an

illustration.) It is easy to see that in the first pass, information can only flow to the right.

3We are allowing fractional numbers of bits to move between epochs.
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Interestingly, we will later prove that information always flows right in the algorithm, and
consequently, after each iteration the rates are closer to the optimal solution than they were

before that iteration.

Figure 4.3: Illustration of the FlowRight algorithm

Figure 4.4: Illustration of the FlowRight algorithm

After the first pass is complete we start from the beginning and update the rates two

data epochs at a time similarly to the above. Terminate after pass K, where K = min{k :

[

T i

i ,i=1,...m,and j = 1,2}. A pseudo-code for the algorithm is given below.

passes=0;

for i=1:n

{
ry; = %v
r; = %7
}
done=0;

while (done==0)
{
passes=passes+-+;

for i=1:n-1

{
[t T]f(i+1) 5 T§(¢+1)] = update ([T]ffl Tlf(;_lu) T§;1 T];(;il)])Q
+
if (r’f::r]f_l and 7“’2“::7“]2“_1)
{

done=1;
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In each pass, the function update is run m — 1 times, i.e., once for each consecutive
pair of data epochs. Consider the k*" pass when update is running on epochs i, i + 1. The

problem is that of choosing (714, 72;), while the total number of bits on each stream is fixed

at §i7“lfi_1 —I—&Hrlf(;il) = bglz_l) and 51-7“]5;1 —|—§¢+17“§(_ii1) = bg;_l), so as to minimize the total

. . . (k—=1) ;(k—1)
energy of epochs ¢ and i+ 1. For some (71;,7r9;), the total energy is R b2 )(rli, ro;) =

( bV g 0D —rag

(b(k—l) b(k’—l)) . .
TR £ ). Observe that h\%1i  %2i (1, 79;) is convex in
1 ¥

&g(rii,rei) +&iv19

r1; and 7o;.

Now we prove that this algorithm finds the optimal offline schedule. We first present a
lemma that will be useful in the proof. Consider two data epochs, 1 and 2, with durations
& and &. The first stream needs to transmit a total of by bits in the two data epochs and
the second stream needs to transmit by bits. Of the by bits, b1 < by are available in the
first data epoch, and of the by bits, ba; < by are available in the first data epoch. Let the

rates chosen for the first epoch be 711,791, hence the total energy is h(bl’b2)(r11, r91).
Lemma 10 The following hold.

1. The optimal rate pair (11, 721) is unique, and satisfies hy(711,721) < 0, and hy(t11,7921) <
0, where hy and hy are the partial derivatives of h with respect to the first and second
components, respectively. If hy(711,721) < 0, then a new packet is starting transmis-
sion at epoch 2 on stream 1, and if hy(711,721) < 0, a new packet starts on stream

2.

2. Suppose some additional bits are injected into epoch 1 on one or both streams, that
is, set iy = r11 + Aq1, and rhy = o1 + Ao1, A1p > 0 and A9y > 0. Also, some
bits are ejected from the second epoch, i.e. set iy = 112 — A12, and rhy = 199 — Ago,

A1o > 0 and Ags > 0. For the change to be non-trivial, we require that at least one of
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{A11,A12,Ag1, Aga} is non-zero. Notice that the constraint space of the problem has

changed. In this case:

(a) If hy(P11,721) = 0 and hy(F11,721) = 0, then after the injection/ejection of the
new bits, when update is run again, there will be a right push, i.e. a non-negative

amount of information will move from epoch 1 to epoch 2 on both streams.

(b) If hy(T11,721) < 0, the first stream was limited by causality before the injec-
tion/ejection, hence it is limited by causality again (because no information has
crossed from epoch 1 into epoch 2). If hy (11 + A11, 721 — Ag1) > 0, there will be
a push on stream 1. Otherwise, due to causality, re-optimization will not result
in any move on that stream (i.e. no push or pull). Similarly, if hy(t11,721) <0,

on the second stream there may only be a push or no movement at all.
Proof:

1. For simplicity, we shall drop the superscript and refer to h(b1,b2) (ri1,721) as h(ri1,721).
This function is strictly convex in both variables, and (711, 721) is the result of mini-
mizing it over a bounded region. Hence the solution is unique. The solution, (711, 721),
is either at the boundaries of the region defined by 0 < r17 < by1/&1, 0 < 19y < b1 /&1,

or inside. If it is inside, it must satisfy h,(711,721) = 0 and hy(711,721) = 0.

Due to convexity, partial derivatives of h are monotonic increasing. At the point 711 =
721 = 0, hy and hy are both negative (this can be seen by substituting the values).
If h, = 0 is not achieved in the region, then due to monotonicity, h,(b11/£1,721) < 0
for all permissible values of r9;. In this case, increasing the rate r1; further than
the boundary would decrease total energy, but this cannot be done due to causality
constraints, so 711 = b11/&. Similarly, if hy, = 0 is not achieved inside the region,

then 791 = b21/§1.

2. First consider case (a), i.e. hy(711,721) = 0 and hy(711,721) = 0. Define b;- = 517";1 +

527’;-2 for j = 1,2. Due to strict convexity (hence the monotonicity of the derivative)
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it can be easily shown that hébll’b;)(fn + Aqp, 7o + Agy) > hg’“bz)(fn,fgl) =0,
and that the inequality is strict unless bll = by, bIQ = by, A11 = 0, and A9y = 0.
But h;bll’b;)(o, 0) < 0. Hence, energy is uniquely minimized by a point [F11,72;] that
satisfies 0 < 711 < 711 + A11 and 0 < 791 < 791 + Agq. This solution results from
pushing a nonzero amount of information right, from data epoch 1 to data epoch 2.
In case (b), hy(711,721) < 0 or hy(711,721) < 0. So when the injection and subtraction
is done, these derivatives can remain negative or become positive. In the case that
they become positive, there will be a right push. If either of these, say h;, remains
negative, then a right push (i.e., decreasing r11) on that stream can only increase the
total energy. That stream was shown in part 1 to be limited by causality, and it still
is, because injection brought only bits from the left. So we cannot pull any bits from
epoch 2 to epoch 1 on this stream (i.e., increase r11). Hence, there will be no move

on this stream. | |

Now, let {r{? "\ and {re? "} be the pair of optimal rate sequences. We will sometimes
use the shorthand 7°P! to refer to this pair. Such a unique solution exists because of the
convexity of the problem and the compactness of the search space. In the following it will
be proved that the algorithm FlowRight results in {r{? "} and {ry? “}. In order to show
that, we first argue that the algorithm stops at pair of sequences {r{¢}, {r5?}. We then
show that this is identical to 7°P*. The following results are proved similarly to Theorem 1

in [26].
Theorem 5 The following statements hold:

1. As the algorithm FlowRight runs, information always flows right.

2. FlowRight stops, and returns two sequences {r{y} and {r37}.
5. i} = (i}, and {r} = {3}

Proof:
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1. The claim is that throughout the running of FlowRight, all pushes are to the right. We
now prove this by induction. In the first pass, the claim is trivially true, since all left
pushes are impossible due to causality. Now, suppose that we are on the k" pass of the
algorithm, and so far update has operated on all epoch pairs up to and including the
pair (i —1,14), and all pushes so far have been to the right. We will show that the next
push will be to the right. On the (k—1)%! run, update performed a local optimization
on epochs (i,7+ 1). Let us call the two pairs of rates resulting from this optimization
(P13, 72i), and (71(;41), T2(i+1))- The number of bits transmitted in the ith epoch on
streams 1 and 2 are by; £ 71,6 and by; £ 79;&;. Similarly, define bi(i+1) and by(;1 1) to be
the bits transmitted the next epoch, and define by = b1i+b1(i41) and be £ by +b2(i41)-
From Lemma 10, part 1, hggbl’bZ)(fli,fgi) < 0 and hl(/bl’b)(fli,fgi) < 0. Now, as the
(k — 1)th pass progresses, update performs a local optimization on (i + 1,7 + 2), and
this, by hypothesis, results in a right push (i.e. a push from i + 1 onto i + 2), which
changes (r1(i41), T2(i4+1)) 10 (Fiiir1) — Aigiv1)s Poir1) — Do), where Ajyqy) > 0 for
j = 1,2. Continuing to the present time, on the k*" pass there is a right push (again,
by the induction hypothesis), from ¢ — 1 to ¢ resulting in (71; + Aq4, 72; + Ag;), where
Aj; >0 for j =1,2. By part 2 of Lemma 10, there can only be a right push (if any)

from i to i + 1 on the k" iteration.

2. Consider r§,&11 = b} < o0, i.e. the total number of bits of stream 1 on epoch 1 after
the k" iteration. Since all pushes are to the right, b¥; is monotonically non-increasing.
Also, it’s obviously bounded from below by zero. Therefore b’fl | 695, and therefore
iy | r$S. Similarly, bY; + b%, (the total number of bits in epochs 1 and 2 on stream 1)
is monotonic non-increasing and bounded below by zero. Hence, this sum tends to a
limit; (0%, +0%,) | (33 +153). Therefore, b¥, | b5, and r¥, | r95. Proceeding like this,

o0

. k . .
we will see that T l ri, J =12, for all 4. Hence the sequences of rates converge.

3. First, observe that h,(r(9,757) < 0 and hy(r{s,rs?) < 0 for all i. To see why this
is true, suppose it is not. That is, let hx(r‘fg,r;’) > ( for some 7. Then, if we run

FlowRight on this sequence, there will be a right push. This contradicts the fact that
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{(r$s,r5)} is a fixed point. Hence we have hy (07, 757) < 0 and hy(r3,r57) < 0 for
all 4, and using that we will show that {(r{7,757)} satisfies the Karush-Kuhn-Tucker

(KKT) conditions [13].

Recall that our problem is a convex problem with linear inequality constraints, so
the KKT conditions are sufficient for optimality in this case. The first of those con-
ditions is feasibility, of course, but we already know that {(r{?,737)} is a feasible
solution (FlowRight always respects feasibility). Then we need only check if for our
solution there is a set of Lagrange multipliers with the properties specified by the

KKT conditions. Differentiating the Lagrangian for the problem provides us with 2m

equations:
m
§i9a (1105 72i) + Z A& =0, 1 <i<m,and
=1
2m
&igy(rio ) + > Néiem =0, m+1<i<2m,
=t
where A\;, [ = 1,...,2m are the Lagrange multipliers. Now we need to inquire

about the values of these Lagrange multipliers. By subtracting the m‘ equation
from the (m — 1), we obtain A\, 1 = =192(r1(m=1)>T2(m-1)) = Gu(T1m;T2m)] =
—ha(T1(m-1)s T2(m—1))- Now, substitute (Tfﬁmq)’rg?mq)) for (71 (m—1);T2(m-1)), and
by what we showed above, we obtain \,,_1 < 0. Further, using Lemma 10, A\,,,_1 > 0
if the (m — 1)* constraint is active (i.e. all the bits that are present by that time have
been transmitted by the end of epoch m — 1 on stream 1 ), and \,,—1 = 0 otherwise.
Proceeding this way, we obtain that \; > 0 if the I** constraint is active (i.e., again, all
the bits that are present by that time have been transmitted by the end of epoch [ on
stream 1), and \; = 0 otherwise, for 1 <1 < m, and \; > 0 if the (m+1)"* constraint is
active (i.e., causality is met at the end of epoch | on stream 2), and \; = 0 otherwise,

for 1 <1 < m. But with these, we have the KKT conditions completely satisfied.

This proves that {(r$9,757)} is the globally optimal solution of our problem. [ |
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4.2.2 Time-sharing Versus Optimal Multi-Access

As we have pointed out before, one can calculate the best time-sharing offline schedule by
running the MoveRight algorithm on the joint sequence of packet arrivals of all users. It is
interesting to find out how time-sharing compares to the optimal solution. To that end, in
this section we compare the average energies consumed by MoveRight and FlowRight on

the same arrival sequence.

The experiment setup is as follows: The two users’ packets arrive according to two
independent Poisson processes with identical rates, with a combined rate of A arrivals per
unit time (unit time is a symbol time). For each value of A, 1000 arrivals are generated, and
T is set to ti000 + 1/A. Then, both FlowRight and MoveRight are run on this sequence, and
the average energy per packet, and average delay per packet for both users are calculated.
Here, a1 = 32 and as = 1, these values were chosen because the resulting average energy
and delay values are very similar for the two users. In Figure 4.5, the average energy and

delay values in both time-sharing and optimal solutions are plotted.

Figure 4.5: Comparison of offline Time-Sharing and Multi-Access schedules as obtained by

the MoveRight and FlowRight algorithms for a two-user multi-access channel. The users’

packets arrive according to two independent Poisson processes with identical rates, and the

combined arrival process is at rate A. The energy values correspond to 103-bit packets. The

signaling rate is 10° transmissions/sec, and the nominal rate is 6 bits/transmission. That
10-2

rate is obtained when a packet takes 1 time unit, i.e., =5— seconds, to transmit.

4.2.3 Extension to the Broadcast Channel

Consider an AWGN broadcast channel with one sender and two receivers. The sender has
two streams of packet arrivals, with one stream destined to each receiver. As before (see

Figure 4.1) we merge the packets into a single sequence.
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The received signal at the ith receiver at time k is given by:

Yilk = VEX[K] + Zilk), (4.3)

where X[k] is the transmitted signal with average power constraint P, ,/s; is the channel

2

gain and the Z;[k]’s are i.i.d. zero-mean Gaussian noise with variance 0. The capacity

region of the channel (see [23]) assuming s; < s, is the set of rate pairs (ri,72) such that

1 as1 P
r < §log2 (1—{— 5 >
1 (1 —a)soP
< =1 1+ ——
o= 20g2( +a52P—1—02>’

for some 0 < a < 1. Now, we express the minimum average power for a given rate pair,
where the above inequalities are replaced by equalities, as follows. Rewrite the first equality
as asiP/o? = 2?1 — 1 = f(r1). Hence, a = (02/Ps1)f(r1). Substituting into the second

inequality and rearranging we obtain

pogr (0 S0 SriS)),

S1 82 S1

Consider epochs defined in the same way as in section 4.2, as the packet inter-arrival
times of the merged sequence. Again, making the observation that in an optimal broadcast
schedule rates do not need to change during an epoch,the offline scheduling problem is as

follows.
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Problem 4 : Broadcast channel offline scheduling

Minimize: Zfi (f(ﬁ) + f(r2) 4 f(h)f(rg))
i=1 51 52 s1
k k
subject to: Y 1€ <D cji, k=1, m—1, j=1,2
i=1 i=1

m m

Zrﬁfi = chi; j=12

i=1 i=1

Note that this is the same as Problem 3 in Section 4.2, except that the objective func-
tion is different. But the objective function is still convex, monotonically increasing and

differentiable in both r; and r9. Also, it is expressed as a sum of epoch energies. Hence:

Theorem 6 FlowRight finds the unique solution to Problem 4.

4.3 Scheduling over Slow Fading Channels

Consider the AWGN channel as specified by Equation (4.2). We make the block-fading as-
sumption where the power gain s;[k] changes every T, channel uses (a“coherence window”).
Further assume that fading is slow with respect to codeword lengths. Initially, consider the
single user case, i.e., k = 1. We assume that both the transmitter and the receiver have

perfect channel state information at the beginning of each coherence window.

As before, consider packets coming at arbitrary instants in [0,7"), all of which need to
be transmitted within this same time period. The optimal offline schedule is the one that
minimizes the total packet transmission energy given perfect knowledge of the packet arrival

instants and channel state values for the entire duration [0,7), at time 0.

Define an “epoch” to be a time interval that begins with either a packet arrival or a
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change in the channel state, and continues until the next arrival or state change. The first
epoch starts at t; = 0, and continues until ¢5 or T,, whichever is smaller, at which point the
second epoch starts, and so forth. Let c¢; denote the number of bits that have arrived at
the beginning of epoch j, so ¢; > 0 if the 4t epoch starts with a packet arrival, and c; =0

otherwise. Let the duration of epoch j be &;.
Lemma 11 In an optimal schedule, rate is constant during an epoch.

Proof: Noting that the channel state and the number of available bits are constant during
an epoch by definition, the proof follows very similarly to the proof of Lemma 9. Suppose
rate is 1 in the first 7 time units of an epoch of length ¢, and 72 during the remaining
t — 71. The transmit energy in this epoch is then 7y f(r1)/s + (t — 71)f(r2)/s where s is
the fading state during the epoch. The same number of bits can also be transmitted using
the uniform rate (ry71 + r2(t — 1))/t for the whole time t. This new rate results in a total
energy tf((rim +r2(t —71))/t)/s, which, by convexity of f, is strictly lower than previous,

unless r1 = ro. [ |

From Lemma 11, {r;}.; (m is the number of epochs) is sufficient to characterize the

optimal schedule:

Problem 5 : Offline scheduling for the slow fading channel

Minimize: Z &if(ry)/s;
i=1

k k
subject to: Zri&SZci k=1,....m
i=1 i=1
m m
Sore =Yoo
i=1 i=1

This convex optimization problem can be solved by the FlowRight algorithm: Initially,

the rates are set to r? =¢j/&,1=1,2,...,m. The first two epochs are then considered. The
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total number of bits transmitted in these two data epochs is r9¢; + r9¢;. Keeping the total
number of bits fixed, r{ is updated to ri, the value that minimizes the total energy of the
first pair of data epochs. Note that r{ < r{, since from their initial condition information
can only be moved to the right (otherwise causality would be violated.) Therefore r9 is
reset to a new value that is larger than (or equal to) its initial value. Moving to the
second pair of epochs, this time 7“8 is optimally decreased to r%, and the value of rg is reset.
Proceeding in this way we obtain 7} for i = 1,...,n. This completes the first pass of the

algorithm. The algorithm then repeats the same procedure and terminates after K passes,

where K = min{k : ]rf — rf_1| < €}, i =1,...m, for small enough € > 0.
Theorem 7 The following statements hold.

1. As the algorithm FlowRight runs on {r;}, information always flows to the right.

2. FlowRight stops, and returns a sequence {rg°}.
3. {r} = ("'}

The only difference between this theorem and Theorem 5 is that the energy function,
due to scaling with channel gain, does not have the same form for each epoch pair: h(r;) =
&if(ri)/si + &+1f(rix1)/si+1. Note, however, that this does not affect any of the steps of
the proof of Theorem 5, and therefore the proof of this theorem follows from the proof of

Theorem 5.

4.3.1 Extension to Multi-access and Broadcast Channels with Fading

Now we extend the slow fading single user offline scheduling results to multiple-access and
broadcast channels. To formulate the offline scheduling problem we first merge all users’
packet arrival sequences and the times at which channel states change to obtain m epochs

and note as before that in an optimal schedule rates do not need to change during an epoch.
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Problem 6 : Offline scheduling for the slow fading multi-access channel
Minimize: Zéi ((
i=1

k k
subject to: ZrﬁfiSZcﬁ k=1,....m—1, j=1,2
i=1 i=1

Lo )f(rkli)+1f(7“k1i+7"k2i)>

Skyi Skoi Skoi

m m

ZW&' = chi Jj=12,

i=1 =1

where kii = arg mingeqy 23 (514, 52i) and ki = {1,2} — {k17}, and where c;; = B if a packet
for user j arrives at the beginning of epoch ¢, and 0 otherwise. This is a convex optimization

problem with linear constraints and can be solved by FlowRight.

Note that the broadcast scheduling problem in the slow fading channel can be stated

and solved similarly.

4.3.2 Fast Fading Channels

Now, suppose that fading is fast with respect to our codeword lengths, so that a codeword
will experience many channel realizations. In this setting it is natural to assume that the
transmitter does not have CSI; by the time feedback from the receiver about channel state
reaches the receiver, the channel has already changed. It is well known (see, e.g.[14]) that

the ergodic capacity of this (single-user) Gaussian fading channel is given by:

Es <; log(1 + sP)> 2 CO(P) (4.4)

where Eg denotes expectation over the channel state s, and P is the average transmit power.

Notice that C(P) is a monotonically increasing and concave function in P. Hence,

it is invertible, with inverse C~!(r) monotonically increasing and convex in r. Reliable
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communication at rate r is possible if received power is in the set: {P: C(P) >r} = {P:

P> C7r)}.

Therefore, the power needed to communicate at rate r is C~!(r). This problem can
be written in the style of Problem 5, by defining epochs as packet inter-arrival times, of

durations &;, 1 <i <m.

Problem 7 : Offline scheduling for the fast fading channel

Minimize: Z &0 (ry)
1=1

k
subject to: anl-gk:B, k=1,....m—1
=1
m
Zri&:mB.
i=1

Note that the definition of Problem 7 does not involve channel states. This is because
the transmitter does not track the channel state, which is assumed to vary over a codeword
resulting in channel capacity to be constant (Equation (4.4)). This is unlike the slow-fading
case where we assumed the transmitter can obtain channel state information and code
accordingly, and thus the capacity changes in time. Clearly this problem can be solved
using FlowRight. Note, however, that it is much simpler than Problem 5, since we do not
need to consider channel state change instants when defining epochs. In fact, this problem

is identical to Problem 1 and thus its closed-form solution is given by (4.1).

4.4 Inclusion of a Constant Power Component

It was pointed out in Chapter 3 that the total power consumed by a tranceiver in practice
may be modeled as the sum of transmit power and a constant power term. So far in this

chapter we focused on transmisson power only. It is interesting to explore how the results
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of this chapter would change if the power function was changed to f(r) + ¢, to include a

constant term c.

Lemma 8 changes significantly. In the symmetric case, there is a unique time-sharing
point that achieves minimum energy and multiaccess is strictly sub-optimal. It is simple
to see this: The objective now is to minimize a7 (P; + ¢) + a7(P2 + ¢) with multiaccess,
and a7t Py + at Py + arc with time-sharing. The latter is clearly smaller. In the asymmetric
case, the objective is to minimize a17(P; + ¢) + ao7 (P> + ¢) with multiaccess, and a17P; +
asTPy 4+ ajate + az(l — a)re, for 0 < a < 1 with time-sharing. Whether time-sharing or

multiaccess is optimal depends on the values of the constants ai, as, ¢, r1 and 9.

4.5 Conclusion

In this chapter, we extended the formulation in Chapter 3 to transmission scenarios where
the channel is time-varying due to interference and/or fading. We showed that offline
scheduling for classes of multi-access and broadcast channels with and without fading can
be reduced to convex optimization problems with linear constraints and devised an iterative

algorithm, FlowRight, that finds the optimal offline schedule.

A host of model variations motivated by practical networking situations are solved read-
ily with FlowRight. To illustrate, consider the following two cases: (a) each packet has its
individual latency constraint, (b) buffer size is finite, and packet drops are not allowed.
First, note that case (b) reduces to case (a): Suppose buffer size is A. This means, packet
1 must be transmitted before packet A + i arrives. So t4y; is the transmission deadline for
packet ¢, and t44; — t; is its latency constraint. Now place epoch end-points at all these
packet deadlines. Suppose, for example, packet i’s deadline marks the end of epoch k;.

Then, the following linear inequality constraints are obtained: Z?;l &§r; > 1B, for all 1.



Chapter 5

Online Adaptation to Queue and
Channel

Consider the following generic data communication scenario: the transmitter and receiver
engage in a session which may be a video conference or a web session, or may alternate
between the two. Different types of applications generate data at different rates, and the
data packets are collected in the transmitter’s buffer to be sent to the receiver. Let the rate
at which packets arrive into the transmitter’s buffer at time ¢ be A(t) packets/second. They
are transmitted to the receiver at a rate u(t) packets/second. Assume we set u(t) = pu,
a constant that is large enough, say, for a high rate streaming video session. When the
required rate drops, for example because the user switches to a lower-rate web session
where A(t) < u, the transmitter will idle a significant fraction of time and unnecessarily

transmit at a high rate for the rest of the time.

Schemes that adapt solely to the channel state can maximize the throughput for a given
energy constraint; but since they cannot track the value of A\(t), they do not have control
over delay. In order to guarantee finite average delay, they need to be set for the largest
possible value of A(t), which causes them to be energy-inefficient. A better performance

in terms of energy and delay can be obtained through adaptation to the variation in the

74
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Figure 5.1: An illustration of look-ahead scheduling

data rate. It was shown in the previous chapters via offline analysis that such adaptation
can result in significant transmission energy savings. This chapter will focus on online

scheduling.

As opposed to previously, algorithms here are heuristic. They are based on the idea
of a look-ahead buffer, which, while being very simple to implement, also performs very
competitively to optimal. For the fading channel, the Look-ahead Water-filling algorithm
will be presented. This is a heuristic for adapting jointly to the channel state and data
arrival rate. It will be observed to be significantly more energy-efficient than the well-known
Water-filling algorithm that adapts solely to the channel state, and to perform closely to the
offline optimal benchmark provided by FlowRight. The results generalize to multi-access

and broadcast channels.

5.1 Online Scheduling

A way to carry the offline scheduling algorithms to the online setting is to use a look-ahead
buffer. If it was possible to look ahead into the future of the arrival process for a certain
duration, offline algorithms could be used to schedule optimally over that duration. This
idea can be mimicked in the real-time setting by observing the arrival process in a certain
time window, buffering all packets that arrive, and scheduling them optimally at the end of

this time window.

Let’s think of having a switch between the buffer and the scheduler which closes at
certain times (Figure 5.1). The case when the switch closes every L time units, will be

called fized look-ahead. In this case, packets arriving in [0, L) are scheduled for departure
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Figure 5.2: The fixed look-ahead algorithm operating on packets with different energy
functions. Packet arrival instants are marked by crosses. Colored bars depict packet trans-
mission durations.

in the interval [L,2L), and so on, as illustrated in Figure 5.1.} The case when the switch
closes after the completion of each packet transmission will be called wvariable look-ahead.
In this case, packets in the buffer are optimally scheduled for the next L time units, but

only the first packet is transmitted, after which packets are scheduled again.

More precisely, the variable look-ahead algorithm sets packet transmission duration to
q(t)/L where ¢(t) is the queue size at time ¢, equivalently, sets transmission rate to ¢(t)/L
packets/sec. We further modify the algorithm to set the rate as min(q(t)/L, Amax), if it
is known that packet arrival rate is upper bounded by lambday.x. Clearly the larger the
choice of L, the better the online algorithm can track the arrival process, and thus the more
competitive it will be to the offline optimal in terms of energy per packet. On the other
hand, packet delay will increase with L, roughly linearly as seen in Figure 5.3. A useful
property of look-ahead scheduling is stability under any arrival rate A. This is obvious for
fixed look-ahead, as the queue is emptied every L time units. The stability of variable

look-ahead is noted below.

Lemma 12 The variable look-ahead algorithm, which sets transmission rate to min(q(t)/L, Amax),

is stable under any arrival process of rate A < Apax-

Proof. Suppose the claim is false. Consider the Markov process where the state at time
tn,m=0,1,2,...,is q(t,) > 0, and state transitions occur whenever there is a packet arrival

or departure. Let ¢(tg) = 0. The state evolves as follows:

q(tn+1) = q(tn) + arrivals in (¢, t,41) — departures in (¢, tp+1) (5.1)

'In this example, packets have different energy functions hence they are allocated different transmission
durations.
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Since ¢(tp) is finite and ¢, increases at most linearly with n, the expectation E(¢,,) is defined
for every n. The expected? number of arrivals in (t,,t,.1) is A, and the expected number of
departures is E(q(tn)/L | ¢(tn)/L < Amax)Pr(q(tn)/L < Amax) + AmaxPr(q(tn)/L > Amax)-

Summing both sides of Equation (5.1) over n, and telescoping, we obtain

N
N:_IE(Q(tN)) =\ - N:_IT;OE(Q(%)/L | a(tn)/L < Amax)Pr(q(tn)/L < Amax)
A N
T YO Pr((tn) /L2 Ama). (5:2)
n=0

Our hypothesis that the queue is not stable implies that the Markov chain is transient, hence
eventually any finite set of states has probability zero. But then the limiting probability of
the event {q(t,)/L < Amax} is zero. Using this fact in Equation (5.2),

lim E(q(tn)) = A — Amax,

N—o0

which is negative. This is a contradiction. |

Figure 5.3: Variation of energy and delay per packet for fixed and variable look-ahead
schemes as the size of the look-ahead window (L) increases. Packets have either of the two
energy functions 10*/67(2'%/7 — 1) and 16 x 10*/67(2'%/7 — 1). Packet generation process
is Poisson at rate A = 0.6, the duration is T" = 10000. The optimal offline schedule gives
energy 2.5 x 105, and delay of 37.56.

5.2 Multiuser Online Scheduling

It is straightforward to apply look-ahead algorithms in the multiuser case: Observe all users’

arrival processes for the same duration, and at the end of the time period schedule these

2Here the expectation is over packet arrival statistics. When proving the stability of the look-ahead
water-filling algorithm, the expectation will be over the statistics of both the packet arrival process and the
channel state.
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packets jointly.

Consider the uplink. One way to schedule the packets in the look-ahead buffer is to
time-share between users. The best time sharing schedule can be obtained by running
MoveRight as discussed in Chapter 4. Figure 5.4 plots the performance of look-ahead with
time-sharing and that of look-ahead with multiuser coding (obtained by running FlowRight
on the look-ahead buffer). The experiment setup is similar to the one in Section 4.2.2
in Chapter 4. The look-ahead window size was held at L = 25 time units. Note, from
Figure 5.3 that a window of 20-30 time units is a good choice, in the sense that most of
the achievable decrease in energy is obtained. Because of this choice of L, as the online
algorithms “adapt” to the arrival rate, average delay remains around 25 time units. The
resulting average energy per packet is reasonably close to the optimal, also plotted in Fig.
5.4. Consider packet delay: The optimal schedule has lower delay that varies with A, while
the delay incurred by the online algorithms are almost constant and a little higher than L,
as expected. This points to the nice property of the look-ahead heuristic that by incurring

some predictable delay, it competes very well with the offline optimal in terms of energy.

Another point of interest to note from Figure 5.4 is that the performance difference of
online time-sharing and online multiuser coding is small at low arrival rates. As the sys-
tem gets more congested, multiuser coding becomes more advantegeous. Finally, downlink

scheduling can be similarly done by utilizing FlowRight.

Figure 5.4: Comparison of the online algorithms Look-Ahead Time-Sharing and Look-
Ahead Multi-Access for a two-user multi-access channel. 103-bit packets arrive according
to two independent Poisson processes with identical rates. L = 25, the signaling rate is
10° transmissions/sec, and the nominal rate is 6 bits/transmission achieved when a packet

. o —2 .
takes 1 time unit, i.e., % seconds, to transmit.
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5.3 Online Scheduling in the Slow Fading Channel

Assume that the packet input process into the transmitter buffer is stationary and ergodic.
The time average arrival rate A = limy_ o % fOT A(t)dt is bounded such that A < Apax with
probability 1. We are interested in schedules that are stable, i.e., scheduling algorithms

that ensure that the number of packets in the buffer is finite with probability 1.

Future arrivals, channel states, or A are not known. The channel has slow ergodic fading
with known statistics where the power gains of different coherence windows are independent
and identically distributed. The transmitter knows the present value of the channel gain

just before transmitting a packet. The bound on packet arrival rate, Apax, is also known.

A natural candidate to compare look-ahead online scheduling against is an algorithm
that adapts to the fading state but not the arrival process. As described in Chapter 2,
optimal power/rate adaptation to the single-user ergodic fading channel with perfect trans-
mitter and receiver CSI is water-filling in time. Below, this algorithm is adapted to the
present setting. Next, Look-ahead Water-filling, an algorithm that simultaneously adapts

to both the channel and the data arrival rate, is described.

5.3.1 Water-filling in Time

The power control policy that minimizes the long term average power while achieving a

target rate R* is water-filling on the fading states [69]:

N(L -1y ifs>s,
P(s) = foo 8 (5.3)
0, otherwise

where fs(s) is the probability density function of the channel gain S, and s, is the solution

of
1 [ S B
5 . log, P fs(s)ds =R
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Figure 5.5: Water-filling algorithm (WF) for adapting to channel state.

The rate adaptation is then
sP(s)

R(s) = %logz(l + 2527 (5.4)

To use water-filling (WF) adaptation in the present setting, the average rate is set
equal to R* = Apax (pkts/time unit) x B(bits/pkt) x Ty (time units/symbol) to ensure
stability. Then s, is computed (hence determining the long term average power) such
that the capacity is equal to this target average rate. Before each packet transmission,
the instantaneous power and rate are set according to the channel gain s, which is assumed
constant during packet transmission. The algorithm is illustrated with a flowchart in Figure

5.3.1.

5.3.2 Look-ahead Water-filling Algorithm

While the water-filling scheduling algorithm optimally adapts to the channel state in the
sense of minimizing power for a given target rate Ay ax, this algorithm will clearly be wasteful
if the packet arrival rate decreases below Apax. Now we describe an online algorithm, the
Look-ahead Water-filling algorithm (LW), that adapts to the arrival rate as well as to the

channel.

The algorithm is as follows: suppose just before time ¢, a packet transmission ended.
Let the backlog at time ¢ be Q(¢). If Q(t) > 0, begin transmitting the packet at the head
of the queue at time t (otherwise, wait until there is a packet in the queue). Set the target
transmission rate to 4 = min{Q(t)/L, Amax} packets/time unit for some constant L > 0.
Given [i, determine the instantaneous transmission rate according to water-filling. That is,
the optimal cutoff value s, is computed as in section 5.3.1, which corresponds to an average
power for which the capacity is BTsf. The instantaneous power and code rate are then

determined from (5.3) and (5.4). The algorithm is summarized in Figure 5.3.2.
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Figure 5.6: Look-ahead Waterfilling (LW) Algorithm for adapting jointly to buffer and
channel states

In the LW algorithm, the target packet transmission rate i never exceeds Apax, yet the
queue is stable. This is noted in the following lemma (for the proof, see the proof of Lemma

12.)

Lemma 13 The LW algorithm is stable, i.e., given any t, with probability one there exists

t1, t < t1 < o0, such that Q(t1) = 0.

Simulation experiments were conducted to observe the performance of LW. The setting
is as follows: 1 Kbit packets arrive at the buffer at a rate A < 1 arrivals/time unit. A
time unit is 1/6 msec, which corresponds to the transmission duration of a packet if it is
transmitted at r = 6 bits/symbol (symbol rate is constant at 10° symbols/sec). The packet
arrival process is a Markov Modulated Poisson Process for which A(t) = S\ with probability
0.9/3, and A(t) = W)\ otherwise. The parameter # > 1 is chosen such that the process
is ergodic with expected rate A\. Note that when G > 1, the arrival process is bursty, and

for § =1 it reduces to a Poisson process at rate A.

Figure 5.7: The top plot shows a sequence of packet arrivals (“x”) and channel gains. The
lower three plots show the instantaneous rates used by the online algorithms Water-filling
and Look-ahead Water-filling, and the Optimal Offline Schedule, respectively, as they run
on this sequence of packet arrivals. The average energy per packet values are normalized
for a noise power of unity.

Figure 5.7 shows an example run of bursty packet arrivals at A ~ 0.5, scheduled by the
three algorithms WF (Water-Filling), LW (Look-ahead Water-filling) and OPT (Optimal
Offline). Notice that WF transmits with much higher rate than the other two algorithms,
thus quickly finishes its backlog and idles a significant amount of the time. LW, on the

other hand, spreads its rate more uniformly over time, almost as uniformly as OPT which
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Figure 5.8: Energy per packet as arrival rate changes for § = 1 in Rayleigh fading; L = 25.

has the lowest rate transmission.

Figures 5.8 and 5.9 explore the energy and delay performance of these algorithms. The
water-filling schedule has constant energy for all arrival rates, since the rate it assigns to
packets is independent of A\. This energy is much higher than the average energy values
achieved by LW when A is small; both for bursty and non-bursty arrival processes. Of
course the energy efficiency is achieved at the expense of an increase in delay. The delay of
LW is essentially lower bounded by L, as it allows this time to monitor the arrival process.
However, as can be observed from Figure 5.8, the variation of its delay is much smaller than
that of WF. In the figure, the delay of WF varies by about 7000% as A is varied from 0
t0 Amax = 1, while the delay of LW varies only about 60%. The fact that the delay jitter
is so much smaller makes the backlog-adaptive algorithm attractive for data applications,

especially streaming media.

Figure 5.9: Average energy per packet as arrival rate changes for § = 2 in Rayleigh fading;
L =25.

5.3.3 Extension to Multi-access and Broadcast Channels with Fading

In the uplink, if the fading processes of users are i.i.d., and the goal is to maximize the sum
rate with respect to a total power constraint, the important result of Knopp and Humblet
[55] says that the optimal power control scheme allows only the user with the best channel
to transmit at any given time. The rate of that user is then determined by water-filling
across the channel states. Tse and Hanly [69] exhibit the optimal power control when users
are not necessarily symmetric, and the goal is to maximize a weighted sum of the rates.

They present an online “Greedy Algorithm”, shown to be optimal under transmitter CSI.
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A “look-ahead greedy” online schedule that uses a look-ahead buffer to adapt to both
the backlog and the channel state (similar to Look-ahead Water-filling) can be obtained
as follows: Each user’s required rate is estimated from the current backlogs. The power
allocation is then determined using the Greedy algorithm in [69]. Finally, in the downlink

case, online scheduling is analogous.

5.4 Conclusion

This chapter presented an online heuristic for adapting to data generation rate. The heuris-
tic uses a simple look-ahead buffer. For the fading channel, the look-ahead idea has been
augmented with a water-filling power control policy, to obtain algorithm LW, which adapts
to the fading state as well as the buffer state. Despite their simplicity, these algorithms
have experimentally been seen to perform very competitively to optimal offline schedules.
The energy consumed is orders of magnitude less than a well-known benchmark which
adapts to fading state only. Another apparent advantage of look-ahead-based schedules is
the predictable delay: the delay is almost constant around the look-ahead buffer size, and
does not vary with the packet arrival rate A\. Results were observed to hold under different
arrival process statistics (including bursty ones). We believe that the energy efficiency com-
bined with the predictable, jitter-free delay is attractive for many wireless data applications,

especially multimedia.



Chapter 6

Conclusions and Future Directions

This chapter will summarize this work and outline directions for further research.

6.1 Summary

The goals of this work were essentially twofold: first, understanding how efficiently one can
communicate discontinuously generated data, and second, finding online data transmission
algorithms that achieve close to optimal energy-efficiency. The first goal was achieved
through the development of a theoretical model that captures essential elements such as
the arrival of messages at arbitrary times. The second goal was achieved by developing
(heuristic) online algorithms that are suitable for easy implementation, while being robust

to data generation.

The centerpiece of the model was the assumption that the energy to transmit a packet
is a convex, decreasing function of the transmission duration. The model and the analysis
is quite general in that they apply to any coding scheme and channel model that gives rise
to an energy function that satisfies those properties. Our methodology was offline analysis.
Offline analysis provided an understanding of optimal scheduling, as well as benchmarks for

the performance of practical (online) schedules.

84
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The strength of this model is in its ability to handle various situations that may arise in
a wireless network: The single transmitter-single receiver optimal offline scheduling problem
was solved for both finite time-horizon and infinite time horizons. The uplink and downlink
scheduling problems were solved by the iterative FlowRight algorithm. FlowRight readily
provided the optimal offline solution to single and multiuser problems under channel fading.
Variations such as each packet having individual deadlines, finite buffer size, etc., were

handled straightforwardly.

Online scheduling algorithms were developed using a heuristic device called a “look-
ahead buffer”. By incurring a constant, predictable delay, energy close to optimal was
attained. The online algorithms were seen to be very competitive to offline optimal such
that there is little room for improvement. Searching for optimal online algorithms therefore
seems to be of little practical value. Moreover, the simplicity of look-ahead scheduling
in addition to the predictable, constant delay is very attractive for modern wireless data

applications.

6.2 Future Directions

There are many possible directions for further work in this area. Those that are immediate
extensions of this work were mentioned in the previous chapters. Here, we will discuss some
others. First of all, this work focused on transmission energy. As noted, incorporating
other components into the models is straightforward, but has not been attempted in this
thesis since the relative importance of the energy components is highly system-dependent.
We submit that such extensions could easily be done for specific applications. In fact,
implementation of energy-efficient packet scheduling algorithms in real-life networks would
be very interesting. Developers of sensor networks and other energy-constrained networks

are very interested in doing just that, as more adaptive hardware becomes available.

An important direction for future work is generalizing the models to the multi-hop

network setting. The design of energy-efficient network protocols can benefit greatly from
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the understanding that will result from such modeling and analysis.

This work only scratched the surface of the energy-delay tradeoff which is fundamental to
energy-constrained networks. Exploring the throughput/delay/energy space further would
be very interesting. For example, throughput limits in mobile networks under energy and
delay constraints is an important question. Also interesting is the notion of using energy as

a metric in routing topology establishment in ad-hoc networks.
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